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The S4C Authority (Welsh: Awdurdod S4C) is an independent public body appointed 

by the United Kingdom Government's Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport to 
oversee the management of the Welsh-language television channel S4C and to regulate 
the quality of the channel's output.“ Although an independent body, the authority works 
in conjunction with the UK-wide broadcasting and telecommunications regulator Ofcom. 


The current members of the S4C Authority are Bill Davies, John Davies, Cenwyn 
Edwards, Dyfrig Jones, Glenda Jones, Huw Jones (Chair), Winston Roddick, and Rheon 
Thomas (Vice Chair). 


In the spending review which he presented to the House of Commons on 20 October 
2010, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, George Osborne, announced that part of the 
responsibility for funding SAC was to be transferred to the BBC. On 10 August 2012, 
the BBC Board, Ofcom and the S4C Authority launched a public consultation on a draft 
Operating Agreement concluded between the two broadcasters and setting out their 
relationship from 1 April 2013, the date following which it is intended that the majority 
of S4C’s funding will come from the BBC licence fee.5! 
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Sianel Pedwar Cymru 


S4C logo used from 10 April 2014. 


Launched 1 November 1982; 37 years ago 


Owned by SAC Authority 


576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


Picture 


format 
Audience 0.0596 (December 2018, BARB) 
share 

Country United Kingdom 


Language Welsh 
(English subtitles available on some 


programmes) 


Headquarter Canolfan S4C Yr 


s Egin, Carmarthen, Wales, United 
Kingdom 
Website s4c.cymru/cy (in Welsh) 


s4c.cymru/en (in English) 


Availability 
Terrestrial 
Freeview Channel 4 (Wales only) 
Satellite 
Freesat Channel 104 (HD) (Wales) 


Channel 120 (HD) (Rest of UK) 


Sky Channel 104 (HD) (Wales) 
Channel 134 (HD) (Rest of UK) 
Channel 804 (SD) (Wales) 
Channel 828 (SD) (Rest of UK) 


Astra 2E 11426 V 29500 8/9 (HD) 
28.2°E 


Astra 2F 11344 V 27500 5/6 (SD) 


28.2°E 

| Cable 

Virgin Channel 166 

Media (UK) 

| Streaming media 

S4C Clic Watch live (UK and Ireland) 
TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 


BBC iPlayer Watch live (UK only) 


S4C (Welsh pronunciation: [,£s ,pedwar 'ek], from the Welsh Sianel Pedwar Cymru, 
meaning "Channel Four Wales") is a Welsh-language free-to-air television channel. The 
first television channel to be aimed specifically at a Welsh-speaking audience, SAC is 
the fourth-oldest television channel in the United Kingdom after BBC One, ITV and BBC 
Two. As of 2017-2018, SAC had an average of 131 employees." 


S4C's headquarters is based in Carmarthen, at the University of Wales Trinity Saint 
David's creative and digital centre, Yr Egin.” It also has regional offices 
in Caernarfon and Cardiff. 


When first established, the channel—initially broadcast on analogue television—was 
bilingual (Welsh and English) outside peak hours, with English-language content 
consisting of the simultaneous or deferred transmission of programmes from Channel 
4 (analogue reception of which was unavailable in most of Wales). When digital 
terrestrial television arrived several years later, SAC added a second, full-time Welsh- 
language channel called SAC Digidol ("digital") on 1 November 1998. With the 
completion of the digital switchover in Wales on 31 March 2010 which made English- 
language Channel 4 available across Wales as SAC's bilingual analogue channel closed, 
and what had been SAC Digidol became the default S4C channel, available 

on Freeview and pay television, and broadcasting entirely in Welsh. S4C does not 
commission programming in English, but when English is used on the channel it is left 
untranslated. Moreover, the channel includes an English subtitle track available for 
some programmes, which can be accessed using their television set's remote control. 


Pre-historyledit] 


Before the launch of S4C on Monday 1 November 1982 (one day before Channel 4 in the 
rest of the UK), Welsh speakers had been served by occasional programmes in Welsh, 
broadcast as regional opt-outs on BBC Cymru Wales and HTV Cymru 

Wales (the ITV franchise in Wales), usually at off-peak or inconvenient times. This was 
unsatisfactory for Welsh speakers, who saw the arrangement as a sop, and at the same 
time an annoyance for non-Welsh speakers, who found the English language 
programmes seen in the rest of the UK often rescheduled or not transmitted at all. 


On 14 September 1962, the ITV network had created a licence area for North and West 
Wales, which was awarded to Wales (West and North) Limited. This traded as Teledu 


Cymru and provided significant levels of Welsh-language programming. However, 
problems with transmission infrastructure and poor market research led to financial 
difficulties within two years and the station was taken over by its neighbour Television 
Wales and the West. 


During the 1970s, Welsh-language activists had campaigned for a TV service in the 
language, which already had its own radio station, BBC Radio Cymru. Both the 
Conservative and Labour parties promised a Welsh-language fourth channel, if elected 
to government in the 1979 general election. Shortly after the Conservatives won a 
majority in the election, the new Home Secretary William Whitelaw decided against a 
Welsh fourth channel, and suggested that, except for an occasional opt-out, the service 
should be the same as that offered in the rest of the UK. This led to acts of civil 
disobedience, including refusals to pay the television licence fee, thereby running the 
risk of prosecution or even a prison sentence, and sit-ins in BBC and HTV studios. Some 
took more extreme measures, including attacking television transmitters in Welsh- 
speaking areas. 


On 17 September 1980, the former president of Plaid Cymru, Gwynfor Evans, 
threatened to go on hunger strike if the Conservative government of Margaret 
Thatcher did not honour its commitment to provide a Welsh-language TV service.™ The 
channel started broadcasting on 1 November 1982, the night before Channel 4's 
opening. 


Programmingledit] 
S4C is required to broadcast 37 hours a week of first-run local programming. 


As of February 2018, the station's sole local production is S4C, a half-hour block of pre- 
recorded local news, sport and features airing each weeknight at 5pm on the 
generic Made Television networked feed. 


Programmes produced by the other Local TV Ltd stations also air on the channel along 
with acquired programming from independent producers and other broadcasters around 
the UK, including the thrice-daily programming blocks from CBS Reality. 
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S4C headquarters in Carmarthen on the campus of the University of Wales Trinity Saint Davids 


Cardiff office in Llanishen 


Caernarfon office in Doc Fictoria 


S4C's remit is to provide a service which features a wide range of programmes in the 
Welsh language. Like Channel 4, SAC does not produce programmes of its own; instead, 
it commissions programmes from BBC Cymru Wales and independent 

producers (although the quantity purchased from ITV Cymru Wales has greatly 
reduced since the early years of SAC), and it has particularly developed a reputation for 
commissioning animation, such as SuperTed, Rocky Hollow, Fireman Sam (also 
broadcast by the BBC), Gogs, Shakespeare: The Animated Tales and Animated Tales of 
the World. 


BBC Wales fulfils its public service requirement by producing programmes in Welsh, 
including Newyddion, S4C's news bulletin, and a soap opera, Pobol y Cwm, and 
providing them to S4C free of charge. It has also provided (or licensed) Welsh-language 
versions of English-language programmes, such as Tweenies. On the analogue service, 
S4C showed programmes produced for Channel 4 in the rest of the United Kingdom - 
either simultaneously or time-shifted - outside of peak hours. These programmes were 
provided to S4C by Channel 4, free of charge."! 


To make content more accessible to English speakers, all Welsh-language programming 
carries English subtitles. Originally these were on Teletext page 888, with Welsh 
subtitles on page 889, with both subtitle languages now also available on digital 
television platforms. For speakers of English who are learning Welsh, certain 
programmes, particularly children's programmes Planed Plant Bach (now Cyw) 

and Planed Plant (now Stwnsh), carry subtitles featuring Welsh subtitles with additional 
English translations in brackets next to more difficult Welsh-language words. TV films 
produced for SAC have received some good foreign reviews; Hedd Wyn was nominated 
for the Best Foreign Language Oscar in 1994 and Solomon & Gaenor was nominated in 
2000.5! 


The S4C analogue signal also spilled over on to the east coast of the Republic of Ireland. 
In the past it was rebroadcast in a number of areas there on UHF terrestrial signals by 


so-called 'deflectors'. Up until the 1990s, S4C was also carried by some 

Irish cable and MMDS providers before being replaced by Channel 4.22 The SAC 
channels continue to be available in the Republic of Ireland via the Freesat satellite 
service. 


Up until 2009, SAC ran its own teletext service, Sbectel ( "Sbec", Welsh for "a peek" or "a 
glimpse", and a reference to an S4C schedule insert formerly included in 
the 7VTimes issues for the HTV Wales region). 


Viewing figuresredit] 


9.4 million people viewed the channel throughout the UK during 2017-2018, with 
690,000 viewers throughout the UK in an average week.“ There were also 37 million 
viewing sessions of SAC content on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube in 2017-2018, with 
8.2 million viewing sessions of SAC content on S4C Arlein and BBC iPlayer. 


On a typical week in 2017, approximately 364,000 viewers in Wales watched the 
channel on television for at least three consecutive minutes - the highest level of reach 
since 2014.24 166,000 Welsh speakers in Wales watched SAC each week in 2017.4 


Digital channelsreait) 


Following the switch-off of analogue terrestrial signals on 31 March 2010, Wales became 
the first fully digital region in the UK, with both SAC and Channel 4 becoming available 
to all homes.“2! As a result, SAC now broadcasts solely in the Welsh language and, as 
well as on Freeview in Wales, is available throughout Britain, Ireland and the rest of 
western Europe on Freesat and Sky. A review commissioned by the Department for 
Culture, Media and Sport in 2004 suggested that "S4C should operate a single core 
service after digital switchover". 


S4/C two 


Logo of the former channel S4C2 


In addition, S4C also operated a sister channel, S4C2 until 2010. It formerly broadcast 
coverage of the National Assembly for Wales when in session. The programme content 
was provided by the BBC who, from January 2010, now make it available online and 
via BBC Parliament. Like the main channel, S4C2 was available within Wales on 
Freeview and throughout the UK and Ireland on Freesat and Sky. S4C2 had two audio 
feeds, allowing viewers to select between an untranslated version and an English-only 
version where all Welsh spoken is translated into English. Delayed coverage of 
Assembly proceedings is now broadcast overnight on S4C's main channel on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. In addition to the analogue TV signal transmitted 
throughout Wales, SAC, along with United News & Media, owned the company SAC. 
Digital Networks (SDN). SDN was awarded the UK-wide contract to provide half a digital 
multiplex worth of programming. The other half continues to belong to the 

broadcaster Channel 5. !tationneedeat 


On 27 April 2005, SAC sold its share of SDN to ITV plc for approximately £34 million, 
though it still has the half-multiplex as of right in Wales. ITV already owned some of SDN 
due to the consolidation of the ITV industry: Granada bought UNM's stake in SDN, and 
this was then incorporated into the united ITV plc. In January 2007, S4C announced 


plans to launch a Welsh-language children's service.“ The new service, in the form of a 
programming block, launched on 23 June 2008. Under the name Cyw (chick), it brings 
together a wide range of programmes for nursery-age children, and S4C plans 
eventually to extend the service to include the Stwnsh strand for older children and a 
third service for teenagers and young people. The service currently airs on weekdays 
from 7 am to 1.30 pm on S4C. 


SAC launched a high-definition simulcast of SAC called 'Clirlun' on 19 July 2010 to 
coincide with terrestrial digital switchover in Wales.» Clirlun was broadcast on Freeview 
channel 53 only, and not via other platforms.:s However, following funding cuts and a 
review of core services it was announced on 11 July 2012 that Clirlun would close before 
the end of the year.2#221 Clirlun closed at midnight on the evening of 1 December 2012, 
with Channel 4 HD taking over its transmission capacity with effect from the next day, 2 
December 2012. It was announced on 20 May 2016 that S4C would relaunch a high- 
definition service S4C HD on Freesat and Sky in Wales and across the UK from 7 June 
onwards.2u 


In December 2014, S4C became available on the BBC iPlayer website, both live and on 
demand, as part of an 18-month trial.2z 


Presentationredit] 


This article may contain an excessive amount of intricate 
detail that may interest only a particular 
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be against Wikipedia's inclusion policy. (January 2017) (Learn how 
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1982-1988[edit] 


SAC 


S4C's first logo, used from 1 November 1982 to 30 September 1988 


On 1 November 1982, S4C's on-air appearance has always been a representation of the 
Welsh society and people, but this representation has changed several times. Initial 
idents featured clips from the natural landscapes of Wales with a basic logo animation 
and fanfare, with the logo forming as WALES4CYMRU.21 


1987-1993[edit] 


S4C's second logo, used from May 1987 to 9 February 1995 


In May 1987, the ident changed to a computer-generated ident featuring an animation 
of the streamlined S4C logo, the colours of the logo were blue, green and red and the 


font was Bodoni. On 7 September 1990, the new ident was introduced, depicting a piece 
of Welsh slate with colours blue, green and red washing over the letters SAC. 


1993-2007[edit] 
SAC- 


SAC's third logo, used from 10 February 1995 to 17 January 2007 


On 5 September 1993, SAC introduced a new series of idents, which depicted inanimate 
objects as having characteristics of dragons (such as flight or breathing fire), as a 
reference to the red dragon on the flag of Wales. On 10 February 1995, the channel 
introduced a new logo, featuring a tilde representing a dragon. 


2007-2014[edit] 


SAC's fourth logo, used from 18 January 2007 to 9 April 2014 


On 18 January 2007, S4C announced that their digital channels would be refreshed with 
a new corporate logo and brand. The new branding was implemented online on 17 
January, with S4C's television channels adopting it the next day. The new branding, 
developed by the London-based firm Proud Creative, was intended to portray S4C as a 
more "contemporary" multi-platform broadcaster, and downplayed "traditional" Welsh 
imagery such as dragons. Its idents were filmed around various parts of the country, 
and themed around magnetism—representing the "uncontrollable attraction" of Welsh 
people and their "emotional affinity to the homeland, whether near or far".2s2: The 
magnetism-themed idents were later accompanied by a new set developed in 
collaboration with the agency Minivegas, consisting of live-action scenes with dynamic, 
animated elements that can react to the voice of the continuity announcer. 28 


2014-present[edit] 


A new S4C logo and brand developed by Sugar Creative Studio was introduced on 10 
April 2014; the new design was developed around a concept of providing "context" to 
S4C's target audience and programming. The design revolves heavily around a 
trapezium shape used within the channel's new logo, which is prominently used within 
aspects of the channel's overall marketing and branding.2z 


Criticismsiedit] 


S4C has faced criticism for poor viewing figures since its launch.£? Leaked internal 
reports in March 2010 showed that "over the 20-day period from February 15 to last 
Saturday, March 6, as many as 196 of the 890 programmes put out by S4C were rated 
as having zero viewers". The story was widely reported across the UK and referenced in 
parliament by the then Culture Secretary Jeremy Hunt.? In response, an S4C 
Spokesperson stated that 9096 of those programmes were aimed at pre-school children, 
and that BARB (the organisation that compiles television ratings in the UK) only takes 


into account viewers aged four years and over. The remaining 1096 consisted of repeats 
and daytime news bulletins which did not attract the minimum 1,000 viewers necessary 
to register on a UK-wide analysis.5e 


On 28 July 2010, S4C's chief executive lona Jones left her post without explanation. 
Assembly members and Members of Parliament requested an independent investigation 
into the circumstances leading up to her departure. The S4C Authority refused to 
comment further and commissioned a review into how the broadcaster was governed in 
August 2010.8" On 3 February 2011, it was announced that issues between lona Jones 
and S4C had been settled.22 On 11 February 2011, the Shortridge Report on corporate 
governance was made public. 


Personneliediti 


S4C appointed its first female CEO, lona Jones in 2005. 


Owen Evans, previously the deputy permanent secretary to the Welsh Government, 
became chief executive in October 2017.545: 


Funding and regulationreait] 


From its inception S4C was part publicly-financed: funding came both from its 
advertising revenue and a fixed annual grant from the UK Department for Culture, 
Media and Sport (DCMS), receiving £90m of funding in 2011.89 Additionally, some 
Welsh-language programming (including Newyddion and Pobol y Cwm) was produced 
by BBC Wales as part of the BBC's public service remit, and provided to S4C free of 
charge. There is an agreement in place until 2022 for 10 hours a week of programming 
to be provided to S4C, which is valued at £19.4m annually. 


From 2013, responsibility for funding S4C began to transfer to the BBC, with the DCMS 
reducing its funding by 94% by 2015.24 The BBC will provide around £76m of funding to 
S4C by this date, resulting in a cut of around 25% to SAC's annual budget.2# In 2016, it 
was agreed that the BBC would provide £74.5m a year funding to S4C from the licence 
fee until 2022.2" The UK Government announced in 2018 that it would continue 
providing £6.72m until 2020, with the aim of S4C being funded wholly from the licence 
fee from 2022.42 This would see S4C's funding being decided as part of the licence fee 
settlement, for 10 year periods.“ 


In addition to public funding, S4C generates around 2% of its income through 
commercial sources, such as advertising.) 


S4C is controlled by the SAC Authority (Awdurdod S4C), an independent body 
unconnected to Ofcom, the regulator of other UK television channels such 
as ITV and Channel 4. 


Catch-upirediti 
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Screenshot of SAC's catch-up service, Clic 


S4C maintains its own catch-up service called Clic. Clic is a free online video on 
demand service“ which offers live-streaming, signed programming, a 35-day catch-up 
service, and archive programming. Clic is available across the UK but also contains a 
limited selection of worldwide programming. Clic's catch-up service is split into seven 
categories: Drama, Entertainment, Factual and Arts, Music, Sport, and two Children's 
categories, Cyw (ages 3-6) and Stwnsh (ages 7-13). A Clic app was released 

for Apple's iOS devices on 18 August 2011.“ 


In late 2014, S4C's programmes and live-streaming also became available to view on 
the BBC's catch-up service, BBC iPlayer.“*! Both services offer English and Welsh 
subtitles to some shows. 


There were 8.2 million viewing sessions to SAC content on Clic and BBC iPlayer in 2017- 
2018.2 This was an increase of 600,000 from the 7.6 million viewing sessions on those 
platforms in 2016-2017 .58 


See alsoiedit] 


e Fourth UK television service 
e Celtic Media Festival 
e Timeline of television in Wales 
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This is a timeline of the history of television in Wales. 


1950sSledit] 


e 1952 


o 15 August - Television becomes available in Wales for the first time following the 
switching on of the Wenvoe transmitting station. 


e 1956 
o 14 October - The Blaenplwyf transmitting station enters service, providing 
television signals to the Cardigan Bay area. 
o 26 October - Television Wales and the West is awarded the ITV franchise for 
South Wales and the West of England. 


e 1957 
o The BBC launches a daily five minute news bulletin for Wales. 


e 1958 
o 14 January - At 4.45pm, TWW starts broadcasting. 
o The Llanddona transmitting station is switched on, bringing television to the isle 
of Anglesey and other parts of the north Wales coast. 


e 1959 
o No events. 


1960Sledit] 


e 1960 
o No events. 


* 1961 
o Following pressure from Welsh-speaking businessmen, the ITA offers and then 
awards a licence covering a new North and West Wales region, awarding the 
contract to Wales West and North Television.” 
o BBC Wales launches a Welsh language news bulletin called Heddiw. 


e 1962 
o 14 September - Wales (West and North) Television launches as Teledu Cymru. 
The company builds its own transmitter at Arfon rather than using the BBC's 
mast at Llandonna. 
o 17 September - BBC Wales launches Wales Today. The programme is seen by 
viewers in both Wales and the west of England. 


e 1963 

o 28 January - The Moel-y-Parc transmitting station is switched on, bringing ITV 
programmes to north east Wales. The BBC begins broadcasting from that 
transmitter in 1965. 

o Delays in switching on the Arfon and Moel-y-Parc transmitters destroys the 
finances of WWN. Free programming from the ITV network, plus other support 
from its neighbours ABC, ATV and TWW just about kept the ship afloat, but 
Granada decided to dispense with its productions in the Welsh language, and the 
loss of this programming stream proved fatal to WWN." 


e 1964 


o 26]anuary - Wales (West and North) Television stops broadcasting after going 
bankrupt. TWW offers a generous package to WWN's shareholders, in order to 
gain control of the territory, and kept the Teledu Cymru name on the air.” 

o 9 February - Following the creation of separate regions!e»eenseezet for Wales and 
west England, BBC Wales is officially launched and output includes an extended 
news bulletin called Wa/es Today - a 25-minute programme broadcast only to 
Wales. 1964 also sees the launch of current affairs series Week In Week Out 


e 1965 
o Forthe first time, TWW is able to provide separate programming for Wales and 
West of England, due to switching on a second VHF transmitter St Hilary to 
effectively extend the ex WWN transmitter network into SE Wales."! 
o 12 September - BBC Two Wales begins broadcasting. 


e 1966 
o BBC Wales moves to new studios at Broadcasting House, Cardiff. 


e 1967 
o TWW loses its licence to the Harlech Consortium. TWW unsuccessfully fought the 
ITA's decision, both formally and through the press.*' However, the ITA remained 
resolute that it is legally entitled to remove any contract at any time for any 
reason. 
o The Kilvey Hill transmitting atation enters service. It improves reception for 
people liviing in Swansea, Neath and Port Talbot. 


e 1968 

o 4 March - TWW stops broadcasting five months before its contract was due to 
expire, selling the final months of airtime to Harlech. However the new 
contractor is not yet ready to go on air, so the ITA provides an interim service 
called Independent Television Service for Wales and the West. 

o 20 May -Harlech Television takes over the Wales and West of England franchise 
just over two months ahead of the planned hand-over date. It launches two news 
magazines - Y Dydd in the Welsh language and Report Wales in English. 

o August - A technicians strike forces ITV off the air for several weeks, although 
management launch a temporary ITV Emergency National Service with no 
regional variations. 


e 1969 
o No events. 


197 OS{edit] 


e 1970 
o BBC Wales and HTV start broadcasting in colour." 


o 6 April - To coincide with its colour launch, Harlech Television becomes known 
on air as HTV." 


e 1971-1973 
o No events. 


e 1974 
o 26 September - BBC Wales launches the Welsh language soap opera Pobol y 
Cwm.” 


e 1975 
o No events. 


e 1976 
o No events. 


e 1977 
o February - The Annan Committee on the future of broadcasting recommends the 
establishment of a fourth independent television channel. 


e 1978 
o No events. 


e 1979 

o Both the Conservative and Labour parties promise that the fourth television 
channel in Wales will be a Welsh-language fourth channel, if elected to 
government in the 1979 general election.?! However the new Conservative 
government decides against a Welsh fourth channel, and suggests that, except 
for an occasional opt-out, the service should be the same as that offered in the 
rest of the UK. This leads to acts of civil disobedience, including refusals to pay 
the television licence fee and sit-ins in BBC and HTV studios and some attacks on 
TV transmitters in Welsh-speaking areas. 

o 10 August - The ten week ITV strike forces HTV off the air. The strike ends on 24 


October. 
19890sSsrediti 
e 1980 
o The Broadcasting Act 1980 paves the way for a fourth television channel in the 
UK. 


o 17 September - The government reverses its position on a separate Welsh 
language service for Wales following opposition from the public and Welsh 
politicians, including a threat from the former president of Plaid Cymru, Gwynfor 
Evans, to go on hunger strike™ and the idea is given the green light. This leads 
to the establishment of the Welsh Fourth Channel Authority. 


e 1981 
o No events. 


e 1982 
o 23 September - HTV launches a weekly current affairs programme Wales This 
Week. To this day, the programme continues to be broadcast." 
o October - Heddiw is broadcast for the final time. 
o 31 October - Programmes in Welsh are broadcast on BBC Wales and HTV for the 
final time. 


o 1 November - Sianel 4 Cymru (SAC) launches as Wales' fourth channel. 
Programmes include a weeknight BBC-produced news programme 
called Newyddion. Soap opera Pobol y Cwm transfers from BBC Wales to the new 
channel. 

o 2 November - Channel 4 launches across England, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland. In Wales, some Channel 4 output is broadcast at off-peak times times on 
SAC. 


1983 

o 17 January - Breakfast Time, Britain's first breakfast show, launches on BBCI1. 
The new service includes four opt-outs which allow BBC Wales to broadcast its 
own news bulletin. 

o 1 February - ITV's breakfast television service TV-am launches. It is a UK-wide 
service and therefore contains no Wales-specific content. 

o BBC Wales launches the BBC Cardiff Singer of the World competition. 


1984 
o 3 September - Wales Today moves to the earlier time of 5:35 pm - one hour 
earlier than most of its counterpart BBC news programmes elsewhere in the UK. 


1985 
o 3January - The last day of transmission using the 405-lines system. 


1986 
o No events. 


1987 
o No events. 


1988 
o 22 August - HTV begins 24-hour broadcasting. 
o September - Wales Today moves to the 6:30 pm timeslot. 


1989 
o No events. 


1 990Sreait] 


1990 
o No events. 


1991 
o 16 October - HTV retains its licence to broadcast when it bids the highest 
amount for the right to broadcast to Wales from a total of four applicants. 


1992 
o No events. 


1993 


o No events. 


e 1994 
o 28 February - Wales at Six is replaced by Wales Tonight."? 


e 1995 
o 10 September - BBC Wales relaunches its rugby union coverage under the name 
of Scrum V. It replaces Rugby Special Wales. 


e 1996 
o No events. 


e 1997 
o BBC Wales launches a Welsh-language rugby union programme C/wb 
Rygbi on S4C. 


e 1998 
o 23 September - The BBC launches a digital-only channel, BBC Choice, and this 
features a weeknight output for Wales. 
o 1 November - SAC Digidol launches. 
o 15 November - The public launch of digital terrestrial TV in the UK takes place. 


e 1999 
o 8 March - Wales Tonight is renamed HTV Wales News." 
o 15 September - SAC2 launches.'^ It broadcasts coverage of the National 
Assembly for Wales and extended coverage of events being shown on S4C. 
o BBC Cymru Wales launches short weekday lunchtime, mid afternoon and early 
evening bulletins on SAC. 


2000Sfedit] 


e 2000 
o 6 June - S4C launches the Chwaraeon/Sport 2000 promotional branding with 
the ancient history theme, featuring Welsh sport personalities and presenters to 
re-creating classic works of Greek and Roman art masterpieces, bearing under 
the "you can see more" tagline. 


e 2001 
o 29]June- S4C's Chwaraeon/Sport 2000 promotional video has won three silver 
awards in the "Best In-House Promo" at the world Promax Awards ceremony 
in Miami, Florida. 
o 5 November - BBC 2W is launched. It provides weeknight programmes in English 
for Wales for digital viewers and replaces the Wales optouts on BBC Choice. 


e 2002 
o 28 October - HTV is renamed ITV1 Wales. 


e 2003 
o No events. 


2004 
o 2 February - HTV News is renamed /7TV Wales News. 


2005 

o The Ferryside television relay station in Carmarthenshire is chosen as the site of 
the UK's experimental switchover trial, and as such becomes the first UK TV 
transmitter to be converted to digital transmission.» 

o 14 November — ITV Wales News is renamed back to Wales Tonight. 


2006 
o 29 December - HTV Ltd is renamed ITV Wales & West Ltd.'9 


2007 
o Noevents. 


2008 

o May- Wales on Saturday is broadcast on BBC One Wales for the final time. 
Originally the name of BBC Wales' Saturday afternoon news and sport 
programme, since 2001 it had served as a Welsh sports results programme, 
broadcast in place of Final Score. 

o 23Jjune - S4C launches a daily morning children’s programming block 
called Cyw. 


2009 

o 2 January - BBC 2W closes as part of plans to achieve 396 savings at BBC Cymru 
Wales. Consequently, the digital version becomes a simulcast of BBC Two on 
analogue with fewer Wales opt-outs. 

o 9 September- 
= Digital switchover begins in Wales when the Kilvey Hill transmitter is the first 

of eight main transmitters to complete digital switchover.” 

* S4C's teletext service Sbectel closes down." 

o Three weekday afternoon five-minute news bulletins are launched on S4C. 


2010sSlteait] 


2010 
o January - Coverage of proceedings from the Senedd are moved from S4C2 to the 
new BBC Democracy Live website. 
o 31 March - 
= Digital switchover is completed in Wales when the analogue transmissions 
at Wenvoe are switched off. Consequently, Channel 4 becomes available in 
all homes in Wales for the first time. 
* S4C begins broadcasting solely in Welsh. 
o 19 July - SAC begins broadcasting in high definition when it launches a channel 
called 'Clirlun'.22 
o 16 September - S4C2 is removed from Sky channel 507. 
o 20 October - The Chancellor of the Exchequer, George Osborne, announces that 
part of the responsibility for funding S4C is to be transferred to the BBC." 
o October - S4C2 is removed from Virgin Media channel 168. 


o 30 November - S4C2 is removed from Freeview channel 86. 
o 6 December - S4C2 ceases broadcasting when it is removed from 
the Freesat platform." 


2011 

o 14 January - The SAC Authority confirms it has closed S4C2 due to budget cuts 
imposed on it by the Department of Culture, Media and Sport.! 

2012 

o 1 December - SAC Clirlun closes and the following day Channel 4 HD taking over 
its transmission capacity.'*) 


2013 

o 14 January - As part of a rebranding of ITV Wales, a new logo is introduced and 
the Wales news magazine is renamed /TV News Cymru Wales in 2013.7! 

o 29]anuary - BBC One Wales begins broadcasting in high definition.?*! 

1 April - Responsibility for the funding of SAC begins to transfer to the BBC." 

o September - ITV Wales announces the launch of a new weekly current affairs 
programme, Newsweek Wales." 


o 


2014 

o 1 January - ITV in Wales is now officially known as ITV Cymru Wales." 

o 30 June - ITV Cymru Wales moves into a new facility on the ground floor of 3 
Assembly Square, located next to the Welsh Assembly in Cardiff Bay.” and to 
mark the change, the Wales at Six name is reintroduced after 20 years.) 

o 15 October - Made in Cardiff begins broadcasting as Cardiff's local television 
channel. 


2015 
o No events. 


2016 

o 7 June - S4C resumes high definition broadcasting." 

o 12 July - That's Swansea Bay begins broadcasting. 

o 7 September - It is agreed that the BBC will provide £74.5m a year funding to 
S4C from the licence fee until 2022.5 


2017 

o 19 April - Cardiff TV's flagship news bulletin Cardiff News is broadcast for the 
final time. The programme is replaced by a mixed bulletin of local and national 
news produced at Made TV's headquarters in Leeds. 

o 26 April - Local television comes to north east Wales when Made in North 
Wales begins broadcasting. 


2018 

o February - Cardiff Live is launched as Made in Cardiff's sole local programme. 
The bulletin however is not live but it is produced locally. At around the same 
time, Made in Cardiff and Made in North Wales are relaunched as Cardiff TV and 
North Wales TV respectively. 

o 29 March - The UK Government announces that it will continue providing £6.72m 
of funding for S4C until 2020, with the aim of S4C being funded wholly from the 


(0) 


licence fee from 2022. This will see S4C's funding being decided as part of the 
licence fee settlement, for 10 year periods." 
29 November - BBC Two Wales begins broadcasting in high definition.^* 


e 2019 


(0) 


See alsoreait] 


No events. 


e Timeline of ITV in Wales 
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Raidió Teilifís Éireann 
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Type Statutory corporation 


Industry Broadcasting 


Founded _ 1 June 1960; 59 years ago 


Headquar Donnybrook, Dublin 


ters 


Ireland 


Area Ireland 
served Worldwide (via internet) 
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people Director General 
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Chair of Board 
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Owner Government of Ireland 
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employee 
s 
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Current Affairs, 
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Corporate HQ, Central Shared Services 
Subsidiar RTÉ Commercial Enterprises Limited, 
ies RTÉ Music Limited, Saorview, 2RN 
Website www.rte.ie 


‘c’adio: 'Ugllefii: 


Raidió Teilifís Eireann (Irish pronunciation: e:tans] (listen); Radio- 
Television of Ireland; abbreviated as RTE) is a semi-state company and the 

national public service media of Ireland. It both produces programmes and broadcasts 
them on television, radio and the Internet. The radio service began on 1 January 1926, 
3 while regular television broadcasts began on 31 December 1961," making it one of 
the oldest continuously operating public service broadcasters in the world. RTE also 
publishes a weekly listings and lifestyle magazine, the ARTE Guide. 


RTÉ is a statutory body, overseen by a board appointed by the Government of Ireland, 
with general management in the hands of the Executive Board, headed by the Director- 
General. RTÉ is regulated by the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland. RTÉ is financed 

by television licence fee and through advertising, with some of its services funded solely 
by advertising, while others are funded solely by the licence fee. 


Radio Éireann, RTÉ's predecessor and at the time a section of the Department of Posts 


and Telegraphs, was one of 23 founding organisations of the European Broadcasting 
Union in 1950. 


Historyledit] 


This section deals with the history of RTE as an organisation. For details on this 
history of the various services see the separate articles on those services. For 
history of the broadcasting service prior to 1960, see Minister for Posts and 
Telegraphs and RTE Radio 1. 


Establishment and nameredit] 


Broadcasting in Ireland began in 1926 with 2RN in Dublin. From that date until June 
1960 the broadcasting service (2RN, later Radio Eireann) operated as a section of 
the Department of Posts and Telegraphs, and those working for the service were 
directly employed by the Irish Government and regarded as civil servants. 


RTE was established on 1 June 1960 (as Radio Eireann) under the Broadcasting 
Authority Act 1960, the principal legislation under which it still operates. The 
existing Radio Eireann service was transferred to the new authority, which was also 
made responsible for the new television service (Telefís Eireann). The television 
service started broadcasting on 31 December 1961, from the Kippure transmitter 
site near Dublin. Eamonn Andrews was the first Chairman of Radio Eireann, the first 
director general was Edward Roth. The name of the authority was changed, at the 
suggestion of Aine Ni Cheanainn, to Radio Telefís Eireann by the Broadcasting 
Authority (Amendment) Act 1966, and both the radio and television services became 
known as RTE in that year. 


The Broadcasting Act 2009 (Section 113) changed the name of the organisation 
from "Radio Telefis Eireann" to "Raidió Teilifis Eireann", to reflect the current 
standard spelling of the name in Irish. However, the organisation still has "Radio 
Telefis Eireann" carved in stone at the entrance to its Donnybrook headquarters in 
Dublin. 


Broadcasting ban[edit] 


Under Section 31 of the Broadcasting Authority Act, 1960 the Minister for Posts and 
Telegraphs of the day could direct RTE "not to broadcast any matter, or any matter 
of any particular class". In 1971 the first such directive was issued by Gerry Collins, 
directing RTE not to broadcast "any matter that could be calculated to promote the 
aims or activities of any organisation which engages in, promotes, encourages or 
advocates the attaining of any particular objective by violent means".~ A year later 
Collins dismissed the entire RTÉ Authority over a report of an interview with Seán 
Mac Stíofáin, the chief of staff of the Provisional IRA. RTE reporter Kevin O'Kelly, who 
reported the Mac Stiofáin interview, was jailed briefly for contempt in a court case 


arising out of the interview. Kelly refused to identify Mac Stiofáin's as the voice on a 
tape seized from his house by the Garda Síochána (police). 


In 1976 Conor Cruise O'Brien, Minister for Posts and Telegraphs, amended Section 
31 and thereafter issued a new annually-based directive to the RTE authority. RTE 
was now explicitly banned from broadcasting interviews or reports of interviews with 
spokespersons for Sinn Féin, the Provisional IRA, or any organisation banned in 
Northern Ireland under the UK's Northern Ireland (Emergency Provisions) Act 1973. 
These directives were reissued on an annual basis until the final one appeared in 
January 1993.5! 


During the late 1970s RTÉ was accused of extending the censorship rules into a 
system of self-censorship. A small minority of programme makers also emerged who 
approved of Section 31, particularly supporters of the Workers' Party (formerly Sinn 
Féin the Workers' Party), including Eoghan Harris, and Gerry Gregg who opposed 
that party's official policy. Opponents of censorship were portrayed as secret IRA 
sympathizers. 


The effect of this ban was greater than and similar to, though less harsh than, cereo. 
needed the censorship provision introduced in 1988 in the United Kingdom. The UK ban 
did not prevent reports of interviews with spokespersons. This allowed interviews 
using actors' voices dubbing the direct speech of censored persons. This was not 
permissible on RTE. In 1992-93, in O'Toole vs RTE, RTE was found by the High 
Court and Supreme Court to have illegally and unconstitutionally extended the 
censorship ban to Sinn Féin members who were not speaking on behalf of the party. 
The RTE ban did not affect UK stations broadcasting in the Republic of Ireland as, 
until 1988 at least, viewers in the Republic were still able to hear the voices of Sinn 
Féin representatives. 


Income and expenditurereait] 
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Budgetr[edit] 


The following figures were issued by RTE as part of their annual report in 2012.22 In 
2012 RTÉ received in total €180,894,000 in public funding from the licence fee, it 
also received €127,100,000 in commercial revenue. RTÉ total expenditure in 2012 
was €327,023,000. They had restructuring costs of €46,161,000 in 2012. Losses for 
the year came to €65,147,000. 


Profit and Loss across radio, television and online services. 
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RTÉ receives income from two main sources: 


The television licence fee. Within the State, it is necessary to pay a fee of 

€160 per annum to legally possess any piece of equipment capable of receiving 
television signals (not necessarily those of RTE). This money is collected by An. 
Post on behalf of the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources. The state pays for TV Licence Inspectors who have the power to 
obtain and execute search warrants of private houses. Failure to possess a valid 
television licence can result in a fine and a criminal record. 

Commercial revenue including the sale of advertising and sponsorship. In the 
early 1990s Minister Ray Burke imposed commercial revenue quotas to limit the 
amount of revenue that RTE could procure through advertising, in view of the 
corporation's licence fee income. While such quotas were later removed RTÉ 
Radio and Television is still limited to 6 minutes of advertising per hour! needed, 
The commercial division owned 0.086% of the Intelsat satellite firm, which it sold 
in 2005. 


Even though commercial quotas have been removed, commercial revenue and the 
license fee each contribute roughly half of the organization's income. The licence fee 
does not fund RTE 2fm, RTE Aertel, RTE Guide or the website RTÉ.ie,» however 
each of these brands are indirectly funded by the licence fee through the use of 
content that is funded by the licence fee, such as News and Current Affairs. 


Breakdown of the licence fee[edit] 


Breakdown of the TV licence 


Use 2010 2009 2008 
RTE One 61.03 | 62.00 | 59.35 
RTE2 36.20 | 31.57 | 34.09 


RTE Radio 1 13.08 | 16.70 | 14.24 


RTÉ 2fm 0.00 10:00. — 0:00 


RTÉ RnaG 8-507906 30:73 


RTÉ Lyric FM 


RTE Support to TG4 


BAI Levy 


BAI Sound and Vision 
Fund 


An Post Collection Costs 


Total Non-RTÉ Costs 


RTE personality salaries[edit] 


RTE's Director General in October 2009 said there was "no question that by today's 
standards" the salaries paid to its top presenters in 2008 "were excessive. | have to 
repeat that they were set at a different time in a different competitive reality where 
some of this talent might be up for poaching by other organisations and in RTE's 
view at the time, they delivered value for money ".“2 Fine Gael said the high salaries 
were "rubbing salt in the wounds" for people who had lost their jobs or taken 
significant pay cuts. Labour criticised RTE for not releasing the data sooner and said 
"This information should be easily available and there should be no question of 
concealing it or making it in any way inaccessible ".24 Many of the highest-paid stars 


are not technically members of staff but are paid through separate companies, 
enabling them and the station to avoid paying tax on their salaries.2s 


In December 2018, RTE published the list of salaries paid to its top 10 personalities 
in 2016: 


1. Ryan Tubridy: €495,000 

2. Ray D'Arcy: €450,000 

3. Joe Duffy: €389,988 

4. Sean O'Rourke: €308,964 

5. Marian Finucane: €300,617 

6. Miriam O'Callaghan: €299,000 
7. Claire Byrne: €216,000 

8. Bryan Dobson: €198,146 
George Hamilton: €186,195 
10. Mary Wilson: €185,67925s 


RTÉ Director-General, Dee Forbes, said: "The audited figures released today for 
2016 sees RTÉ maintain our commitment to reduce these earnings by 3096 as 
compared to 2008 levels, while continuing to value the significant contribution our 
presenters make, and to RTE's ability to optimise commercial revenue to support 
Ireland's public media. 


Oo . 


"This will continue to be an area of focus for me. Within a challenging marketplace 
and in the absence of meaningful funding reform, we are making significant efforts 
to reduce costs across the organisation, in addition to the considerable reduction in 
operating costs implemented since 2008." 


Organisationredit] 
Main articles: RTÉ Authority, RTÉ Executive, and Director-General of RTÉ 


RTE Board and Executive Board[edit] 


RTE is a statutory corporation. Under its original governance arrangements (under 
the Broadcasting Authority Act 1960) its board was known as the RTE Authority. The 
members of the RTE Authority were appointed by the Cabinet upon the 
recommendation of the Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources. 
The RTE Authority was both the legal owner of RTE (under the 1960 Act, it was RTE) 
and was also its regulator. 


Under the Broadcasting Act 2009, RTE's governance arrangements have changed. 
The statutory corporation form has been retained, but the new Act no longer refers 
to the board of RTE as an "Authority" and it is now simply known as the Board. Of 
the 12 members of the Board which replaced the RTE Authority, the Minister 
appoints six, the Oireachtas Committee on Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources decides on four names to present to the Minister for appointment, one 
member is elected by the staff of RTE, and the Director General sits on the Board ex 
Officio. The final members of the RTE Authority were reappointed to the new Board 
in the interim.“ The provisions of the Act relating to the Broadcasting Authority of 
Ireland were commenced on 1 October 2009(under Statutory Instrument 389 of 
2009 of the Broadcasting Act 2009), RTÉ is externally regulated by the Broadcasting 
Authority of Ireland. 


The RTÉ organisation is divided into six integrated business divisions (termed "IBDs" 
within RTÉ): RTÉ Television, RTÉ Radio, RTÉ News and Current Affairs, RTÉ 

Network, RTÉ Digital and RTÉ Orchestras Quartet & Choirs, together with Centrally 
Incurred Shared Services (Group Communications, Legal & Treasury, Central HR & IT 
Support, Group Insutance & Pension, Property and Site Facilities, RTE 

Guide Production, Publication & Advertising Sales) and a Corporate Headquarters. 
The Irish-language channel, TG4, was operated as a subsidiary of RTE (Serbhisí 
Telefís na Gaeilge Teoranta) prior to its separation from RTE on 1 April 2007. 


The RTÉ Board appoints the Director-General of RTÉ who in effect fulfils the dual role 
of chief executive and of Editor in Chief. The Director-General heads the Executive 
Board of RTÉ, which comprises the company's top management and includes the 
chief financial officer, the Director of Communications and the Managing Directors of 
the Television, Radio, and News divisions.22 


Broadcasting|edit] 


Radio[edit] 
Main article: RTE Radio 


The first voice broadcast of 2RN, the original radio callsign for Radio 1, took place on 
14 November 1925 when Seamus Clandillon, the 2RN station director said, 'Seo 
Raidió 2RN, Baile Atha Cliath ag tástáil', Irish for 'This is Radio 2RN, Dublin calling’. 
Regular Irish radio-broadcasting began on 1 January 1926. Unfortunately, most Irish 
people could not receive 2RN's (1.5 kilowatt) signal. When faced with numerous 
complaints from Cork regarding the writers’ inability to tune to the signal, Clandillon 
remarked in The /rish Radio Review, a magazine dedicated to the service, that they 
did not know how to operate their sets. 6CK was established in Cork in 1927; much 
of 6CK's output was simply a relay of the national service but it also had a 
significant input into the programmes of 2RN until it was closed down in the 1950s. 


RTE links mast at Donnybrook campus 


A high-power (initially 60 kW) station was established in Athlone, in 1932, to 
coincide with the staging of the Eucharistic Congress. 2RN, 6CK and Athlone became 
known as "Radio Athlone" (Irish: Raidió Ath Luain) and were receivable across 
virtually the entire country. Radio Athlone became known as "Radio Eireann" in 
1938. 


Radio Éireann tried to satisfy all tastes on a single channel (with very limited 
programming hours). However, this resulted in a rather conservative programming 
policy. It was barely tolerated by most Irish listeners, and usually trounced 
(particularly on the east coast and along the Northern Ireland border) by 

the BBC and later Radio Luxembourg. '#2to22ee¢e This did not really change until Radio 
Eireann became free of direct government control in the 19605. 29zese needed 

In 1973 the radio service moved from the GPO in the centre of Dublin, where it had 
been housed since 1928, into a new purpose-built Radio Centre beside the 

existing Television Centre on the Donnybrook campus. 


Clock at RTÉ buildings, Cork 


Now, RTÉ has a nationwide communications network with an increasing emphasis on 
regional news-gathering and input. Broadcasting on Radio 1 provides 
comprehensive coverage of news, current affairs, music, drama and variety 
features, agriculture, education, religion and sport, mostly in English but also some 
Irish. RTÉ 2fm is a popular music and chat channel which commenced broadcasting 
as RTÉ Radio 2 on 31 May 1979, Brendan Balfe being the first voice to be heard on 
the station at midday, when he introduced the first presenter, Larry Gogan. RTE lyric 
fm serves the interests of classical music and the arts, coming on air in May 1999, 
and replacing FM3 Classical Music, which had catered for the same target audience 
and time-shared with RTE Raidió na Gaeltachta, an exclusively Irish-language 
service, which first began broadcasting on Easter Sunday, 2 April 1972. Formerly 
RTÉ operated RTÉ Radio Cork (previously 'Cork 89FM' and 'RTÉ Cork Local Radio"), a 
local radio service in Cork, but this closed down in 2000. 


A slightly adapted version of Radio 1 is broadcast as RTÉ Europe on Eurobird; the 
main difference between this and the main FM feed is the inclusion of several 
programmes taken from RTE Radio na Gaeltachta. 


DAB test broadcasts of RTÉ's four stations began on 1 January 2006, along the east 
coast of Ireland, also carrying the private Today FM and World Radio Network, to 
which RTÉ is a contributing broadcaster. DAB was launched to the public in late. 
2006, and now contains eight RTÉ digital-only stations - RTÉ 2XM, RTÉ Chill, RTÉ 
Choice, RTÉ Digital Radio News, RTÉ Gold, RTÉ Junior, RTÉ Pulse and RTÉ Radio 1 
Extra - as well as the four terrestrial services. RTE's radio stations are also carried 
on digital cable and satellite platforms in Ireland, as well as on digital terrestrial 
television, and RTÉ Radio 1 has been carried on shortwave in DRM during specific 
events, including the All Ireland finals. 


A survey carried out by the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs 
showed that demand for an Irish-language radio station aimed at a younger 
audience than RTÉ Raidió na Gaeltachta was high. This means that RTÉ might have 
plans to launch such a radio station.24 


In August 2009, faced with falling audience listening figures, a media analyst, David 
Quinn of the socially conservative lona Institute, advised that RTE has "alienated 
some of the audience it ought to be going after" and should "try to be more even- 
handed in its treatment of the issues of the day instead of pushing every PC cause 
going."2a 


With the closure of Saor Raidió Chonamara ("Free Radio Connemara"), it showed the 
importance and it showed awareness for the Irish language. With this in mind, it 
forced RTE to agree to join with Raidió na Gaeltachta, which is still present today. 


Television[edit] 
Main article: RTÉ Television 


In the Republic of Ireland, RTÉ One and RTÉ2 are RTÉ's flagship channels and are 
broadcast on Saorview (Ireland's digital television system) along with, RTÉ News 
Now, RTÉjr, RTÉ Aertel Digital, and RTÉ1-1. RTE Television also offers two further 
services: RTÉ Live, where viewers can watch RTÉ as it broadcasts live on the 
internet, using programming from both RTÉ One and RTÉ2 and RTÉ Player an on- 
demand video service. Both of these services are available on a national and 
international basis. 


e Timeline 
1920s 


Ireland was one of the first countries in Europe to embrace the medium of radio, 
but was a relative latecomer to television. Unlike its European counterparts, the 
Government of Ireland did not use the medium of television until 31 December 
1961. Countries such as the United Kingdom (1929), France (1935) and Italy 
(1954) embraced television long before Ireland. Prior to the launch of the 
Republic of Ireland's national broadcaster RTE, television services were available 
though limited from Northern Ireland through BBC Northern Ireland (1955) 

and UTV (1959) . The development of the Divis transmitter in Northern Ireland in 
July 1955 allowed overspill of these services into the Republic. 


1950s 


In the late 1950s, a Television Committee was formed; its goal was to set up 
an Irish television service with as little financial support from the 
government. It initially recommended setting up a service along the lines 
of ITV, using five mountain tops as transmission sites, which were also 


equipped for FM radio transmission. However, since Éamon de Valera was 
somewhat wary of television, nothing more of consequence was done 

until Seán Lemass succeeded him as Taoiseach in 1959. A year later, Radio 
Éireann was converted from an arm of the Department of Posts and 
Telegraphs into a semi-state body and given responsibility for 

television. Eamonn Andrews was appointed as the new chairman. A site for a 
new Television Production Centre had been found in 1959, and its 
construction started in October 1960. 


1960s 


Telefís Éireann began broadcasting at 19:00 on New Year's Eve, 1961. 
The channel was launched with opening address by the then President de 
Valera. There were other messages from Cardinal d'Alton and Lemass; 
following this, a live concert was broadcast from the Gresham Hotel 

in Dublin. The show, which was a countdown to the New Year, was hosted 
by Andrews, with appearances by tenor Patrick O'Hagan (father of Johnny 
Logan), the Artane Boys' Band and Michael O'Hehir. Television became an 
important force within Irish culture as it helped to explore topics often 
deemed controversial such as abortion and contraception. The 
development of entertainment show 7he Late Late Show, began in July 
1962 and is still broadcasting today. Such programming helped to 
influence in the changing social structure of Ireland. Telefís Eireann 
began to explore children's television at this point producing the ground 
breaking show Wanderly Wagon which inspired a generation with 
characters like Judge and Mr Crow. 


1970s 


In 1978, the Government of Ireland approved the launch of a second 
public service channel to be operated by RTÉ. RTÉ2 (later rebranded 
as Network 2 in 1988 and renamed RTÉ Two in 2004) had a public 
service remit providing Irish-language services, while also offering 
alternative services - mainly programming from the US and UK. 


1990s 


During the 1990s similar to other European broadcasters RTÉ . 
began to expand its services to provide regional variations. RTE 
developed its only major studio complex outside Dublin 

in Cork. RTÉ Cork, opened in 1995 and became a huge success. It 
also became a large contributor to network output on both Radio 
One and RTE One. Also in 1995, RTE opened a regional 
broadcasting studio in Limerick for broadcasts in the Limerick 
area. In 1996, an Irish-language television service was 

launched TG4 (previously Teilifís na Gaeilge) was launched 

from Galway. While RTE provided Irish-language services such as 
news bulletins (Nuacht) and the long-running documentary 
series Léargas. 


2000s 


RTÉ Television began to expand is output through the 
development of digital television. RTE Television services 
became widely available in Northern Ireland via terrestrial 
overspill or on cable (coverage and inclusion on cable systems 


varies). Since 23 April 2002, (18 April 2005 in Northern 
Ireland) the channels have also been available via satellite on 
SKY; however, some sports programmes are blocked to 
Northern Ireland viewers due to rights issues which conflict 
with the UK. 


In January 2007, RTÉ announced plans to launch a channel, 
with the working title of RTÉ International, which would offer 
programmes from RTE One and Two as well as TG4.2:3 however 
as of 2017 this service has still to materialise. 


2010s 


On 26 May 2011, RTÉ television launched the public 
service Mux for digital terrestrial television known 

as Saorview and Saorsat. RTE also launched RTE_ 

Two HD, RTEjr, RTE One+1 and RTE News Now on 
Saorview on the same day. . 

For the 50th anniversary of the start of RTE television John 
Bowman produced a history of RTE Television 

titled: Window and Mirror. RTE Television: 1961-2011, 

261 which was launched by Taoiseach Enda Kenny at the 
National Museum in Dublin on 23 November 2011.24 

At 10:00 am on 24 October 2012 all analogue television 
transmissions ended in Ireland,2# and RTE's television 
channels are now only available digitally on Saorview, 
satellite, and cable. Also on 24 October 2012, for the first 
time RTÉ 1 and RTÉ 2 were broadcast from transmitters 
within Northern Ireland on the UK Freeview system. 


In December 2014, RTÉ made television advertising history 
by airing the first ever native HD advert in the UK and 
Ireland. The commercial was part of the 3. 

Mobile Christmas campaign. It was created by 

Dublin creative agency Boys & Girls and was delivered by 
global delivery specialists IMD.22 


News[edit] 
Main article: RTÉ News and Current Affairs 


An RTÉ satellite van 


RTÉ News and Current Affairs, or Nuacht agus Cürsaí Reatha RTÉ in Irish, is a major 
division of Raidió Teilifís Eireann responsible for news programming on television, radio 
and online within Ireland. It is, by far, the largest and most popular news source in 


Ireland - with 7796 of the Irish public regarding it as their main source of both Irish and 
international news.!s&eeecezi3ot |t broadcasts in both the Irish and English languages, as 
well as Irish Sign Language. 


RTÉ News and Current Affairs provides a range of national and international news and 
current affairs programming in Ireland. The organisation is also a source of commentary 
on current affairs. RTÉ News is based at the RTÉ Television Complex at Montrose 

in Donnybrook, Dublin, Ireland. However, the station also operates regional bureaux 
across Ireland and the world. 


RTE News faces competition from within Ireland and abroad. Within Ireland, competition 
is provided by 3News and Nuacht TG4 in the television sector and Communicorp in the 
radio sector. BBC Newsline and UTV Live provide alternative news services from 
Northern Ireland, whilst global news channels are widely available, such 

as Euronews, CNN International, CNBC, France 24, Bloomberg, BBC World News and Sky 
News among many others. 


RTE News and Current Affairs produces over 1,000 hours of television programming and 
2,000 hours of radio programming a year.24 


In the 1970s, Sinn Féin the Workers Party, (the political wing of the Official IRA), were 
said to have progressively infiltrated RTE's Current Affairs Department, through the Ned 
Stapleton Cumman, which was organised by Eoghan Harris.3z 


RTE's gaffe in January 2009 over the need for IMF intervention in the Republic was 
picked up by news wires. Bloomberg noted how German stocks fell sharply, while 
Reuters reported that the euro dipped by a cent against the dollar before it stabilised 
following a strong denial.2 


RTÉ's producers and researchers were accused by journalist Kevin Myers of imposing a 
liberal agenda, firstly on one another, and later on the airwaves, but without consciously 
intending to do so.22, RTE News has also been described by him as behaving like a press 
officer for public sector unions.54 


Sport[edit] 
Main article: RTÉ Sport 


RTÉ is a major broadcaster of sports programming in Ireland. Gaelic football, hurling, 
football and rugby are all broadcast live on radio and television and increasingly online. 
The broadcaster also transmits live golf, boxing, athletics, horse-racing and show- 
jumping and other minority sports, usually when there is a significant Irish 
participant(s), or the event is in Ireland. The broadcaster has secured many 

events, free-to-air which might otherwise become pay-per-view. 


Weather[edit] 


Weather forecasts are provided at the end of most news on radio and television. Met 
Eireann have been providing the forecasts since 1948 to Radio Eireann and from 1962 
on television broadcasts. 


Internet[edit] 
Main article: RTÉ.ie 


The URL 'RTE.ie' is the brand name and home of RTÉ's online activities. The site began 
publishing on 26 May 1996. It operates on an entirely commercial basis, receiving none 
of the licence fee which funds much of RTE's activity.2 The site is funded by advertising 
and section sponsorship. As of 2007, it is among the top 5,000 most visited websites 


globally, by Alexa rankings®* and among the top 20 sites in Ireland,&7 with certified 
impressions of almost 40 million per month and more than 1.5 million unique users. 
B8l The most recent revamp of the website took place on 30 January 2007.52 


In recent years RTÉ has been expanding its web broadcasting capabilities. With 
improved access to online material and better methods of delivery there is now a 
comprehensive range of services online. RTÉ streams all of its radio stations online, 
including digital, and there is a web-only TV channel, RTE News Now as well as the 
availability to watch live programmes, subject to copyright. 


RTE playerr[edit] 


On Tuesday 21 April 2009, RTÉ launched its on-demand service the RTÉ player. The 
service allows broadband users in the Republic of Ireland to view some of RTE's top 
rated homegrown (i.e. RTE News, The Late Late Show) and international (i.e. Home and 
Away, Grey's Anatomy) TV series for free up to 21 days after its initial broadcast. A cut- 
down version is available outside Ireland. 


RTE and Netflix[edit] 


On Thursday, 13 September 2012: RTÉ Digital confirmed“! that it has signed a deal 
with Netflix to host its programming. Episodes of RTE television dramas and comedies, 
including The Clinic, Trivia, Killinaskully, and Mattie, will be added to Netflix and 
available outside Ireland under a new deal between the broadcaster and the online 
subscription service. 


Other activities[edit] 


Digital[edit] 
Main articles: RTÉ.ie and RTÉ Aertel 


RTÉ Digital division replaced the RTÉ Publishing division in 2012 and operates six media 
services 


e RTE.ie - providing online news, sport, and entertainment services 

e RTE Player/RTÉ Radio Player - on demand and live streams of all of RTÉ's national 
radio and TV networks 

e RTE Aertel - teletext service which has news, sport, and programme support 
information 

e RTE News Now App - live/catch-up news service, online and on mobile 

e RTE Archives - central repository for all RTE broadcast (Television and Radio) and 
stills material collected and preserved by RTE 


Areas of responsibility 


* Sale of music copyright 

e Maintenance of Television channel archives and news library 

* Sale of library and archive material 

e Maintenance of Radio channel archive and library 

e Provision of RTE Aertel teletext services 

e Provision of a range of free to public, public service web-based Online services 
e Operation of the RTE Player to domestic and international audiences 

* Sale of online banner advertising and sponsorship 


e Sale of teletext advertising and sponsorship 

e Commercial Telecoms revenue 

e Incubation and development of new media technologies 
e Administration of RTE Digital IBD 


e Provision of additional opportunities to access RTE's public service news content via 
RTE News Now Online 


Orchestras Quartet & Choirs[edit] 
Main article: RTE Performing Groups 


The RTE National Symphony Orchestra 


RTE Orchestras Quartet & Choirs supports two full-time orchestras—the RTE Concert 
Orchestra and RTE National Symphony Orchestra—as well as the RTE Vanbrugh Quartet, 
RTE Philharmonic Choir, and RTE Cér na nOg. These groups perform regularly in 

the National Concert Hall and The Helix in Dublin. The five groups present over 250 
events annually, including live performances and work in education. The RTE NSO and 
the RTE CO employ a total of 134 professional musicians. The RTE Philharmonic Choir 
and the children's choir RTE Cór na nÓg are for singers at an amateur level. Currently, 
approximately 200 adults and children are involved in the choirs. 


e Performing Groups 

RTE National Symphony Orchestra 
RTE Concert Orchestra 

RTE Philharmonic Choir 

RTE Cór na nÓg 

o RTE Vanbrugh Quartet 


Infrastructure[edit] 


RTE Networks (branded as 2RN) is operated through a wholly owned subsidiary 
company, RTE Network Transmission Limited, and provides transmission services for all 
of RTE's own channels and also for competing stations such as TV3. 

Ireland, TG4 and Today FM. 


Saorview[edit] 
Main article: Saorview 


OooooOo0 


Saorview, founded by 2RN, is the name for the Irish FTA DTT.” The service was 
launched as a trial service on 31 October 2010 to 90% of the population and it was 
officially launched on 26 May 2011.48 Set-top boxes for the service are available“4 By 


legislation it must be available nationwide by December 2011. The service is free 
although a MPEG-4 DVB-T box and a UHF aerial will be needed although some newer TV 
sets have MPEG-4 DVB-T decoders built into the TV set which do not need a separate 
box. 2RN can provide for commercial DTT capacity on its network for any pay TV 
service that can agree terms with it and the BAI. However that is likely until 2013 
according to the BAI following on from a de-briefing exercise the BAI held with the three 
consortia involved in the 2008 failed license process. The BAI said "the Authority now 
considers that it will not be feasible to introduce commercial DTT as originally intended 
until after Analogue Switch Off (ASO) at the earliest. The position will be reviewed 
towards the end of 2011 and the Authority may seek expressions of interest in the 
provision of commercial DTT at that point. A competition could potentially be held 
during 2012 with a view to commercial DTT being operational in 2013." It continued "it 
is the considered view of the Authority that as part of the preparation for the successful 
launch of commercial DTT in the future, legislative change will be necessary to enable 
the Authority to have formal relationships with the applicants, as obtains at present, 
and with RTÉNL. "tei 

Analogue television transmission was ended on 24 October 2012 and Saorview became 
the primary source of Irish terrestrial television. 


Saorsat[edit] 


Saorsa js the proposed name for the free-to-air digital satellite television service in 
Ireland is expected that RTE will use a new satellite service to broadcast to homes in 
more remote areas of Ireland with the possibility of broadband provision by June 2011. 
On 14 July 2010 RTÉ NL outlined detailed plans for the digital terrestrial television (DTT) 
infrastructure project and digital satellite television (DST) using Ka narrowband, which 
will see the shut-down of the existing analogue system and launch of a domestic-only 
satellite service for the first time since establishment of RTÉ covering the area not 
possible due to terrain issues by DTT.5 


Library[edit] 
Main article: RTÉ Libraries and Archives 


Logosredit] 


1961-1966 


1966-1969 


1969-1986 


Fae 


1986-1995 


. = 


1995-present 
1961-1966 


The use of the St. Brigid's cross was chosen by Edith Cusack, the head of Women's 
Programming at the newly founded channel in early 1960s. St. Brigid is the female 
patron saint of Ireland. The first logo lasted until the formation of Ireland's national radio 
and television services Raidió Teilifís Eireann in 1966. 


1966-1969 


Part of the redesign was to prevent strobing on screen. The late-1960s logo was a much 
simpler form of the cross and was designed by Jim Jones. The letters R, T and E were 
added to the logo after the formation of RTE as a statutory body. Before this, the logo 
was simply the cross in black on a white background or white on a black background. 


1969-1986 


Don Farrell and Jon Cogan designed the 3rd incarnation of the Brigid's cross. This logo 
remain on air until 1986, when RTE decided that both channels in a multi-channel 
landscape need to be identified as clearly RTE. 


1986-1995 


The 1986 logo coincided with the 25th anniversary of Irish television. The cross on RTE 
One was animated turning into a number 1, while over on RTE Two it turned into a 
number 2. On screen this logo lasted until 1988, when RTE Two re-branded as Network 
2, moving it further away from the sister channel RTE One. 


1995-present 


Ten years later, the logo dropped the Brigid's cross, and for the first time placed an 
accent (fada) on the letter E. RTE also formal branded Network Two on screen as part of 
RTE until 1997, when the channel was once more re-branded on screen as N2. The 
three letters are a modern take on Celtic scripting. The Brigid's cross was seen on many 
RTE One television idents until 2003 and remains on the headed paper of RTÉ, while a 
variation of the 1966 cross is used by RTE's Graphic Design Department. Since 2004 
all RTE service use the 1996 logo as part of their Identity 5315455! 


In 2015, RTÉ re-branded its network following a tending process introduced in February 
2014.5957 |n 2015 RTE Archives launched a new logo which incorporated the 1969 
branding for the word "Archive". 


Future of RTÉtieaditi 


e |n 2004, RTE and the Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural 
Resources agreed that in future, RTE would operate under a Public Service 
Broadcasting Charter. 


RTÉ campus entrance in Donnybrook 


e On 29 June 2005 the Minister appointed the members of a new RTE Authority, 
replacing the previous one appointed in June 2000. Fintan Drury, chairman of 
Platinum sports management, and also chairman of Paddy Power plc, was appointed 
chairman of RTE. The other members of the Authority are Maria Killian, Patricia King, 
lan Malcolm, Patrick Marron, Una Ni Chonaire, Emer Finnan, Stephen O'Byrnes and 
Joe O'Brien. The new Authority will hold office for not more than three years. 

e On 11 January 2006, Fintan Drury resigned as chairman of RTE, citing a potential 
conflict of interest in his role as an advisor to the organisers of the Ryder Cup golf 
tournament and as chairman of a broadcaster involved in a row over broadcasting 
rights. This occurred after Irish government proposals to add the tournament to the 
list of sports events which must be broadcast on free-to-air terrestrial television, to 
which British Sky Broadcasting, the rights holders, were objecting. 

e On 22 February 2006, Mary Finan was appointed Chairperson! of the RTE Authority. 

e |n September 2006, the Government published on the internet the proposed text of 
the Broadcasting Bill 2006. This proposes that RTE and TG4 will become 
separate companies limited by guarantee, with the Minister as sole member of both 
companies (CLGs do not have shareholders). RTE will now be legally obliged to 
agree a charter every five years and publish a statement of commitments every 
year, and be under the jurisdiction of the proposed Broadcasting Authority of 
Ireland. The bill was delayed, but was finally introduced into Dáil Éireann on 14 April 
2008. The Broadcasting Act 2009"! retains RTE as a statutory corporation, but 
renamed the RTE Authority as the RTE Board and made changes to the way it is 


appointed. It also renamed the corporation Raidió Teilifís Eireann. with the Irish 
Times noting that this thereby fixed a "spelling error that lasted 40 years". 

In the meantime, during 2007 the Broadcasting (Amendment) Act 2007 was passed 
by the Oireachtas, awarding RTÉ control of one multiplex for digital terrestrial 
television and giving it responsibilities in relation to broadcasting outside the state. 
In line with this, RTE and the government were currently in discussions with regard 
to a new channel proposed for to launch outside the Republic, which initially had the 
working titles of Diaspora TV, and later RTE International. 

In April 2007, TG4 became an independent statutory corporation, having previously 
been a wholly owned subsidiary of RTE since its inception. RTE continues to 
contribute programmes to the channel, including Nuacht TG4. 

Since July 2007 RTÉ has been participating in a HD trial in Dublin. It shows . 
programmes such as Planet Earth and Gaelic Athletic Association matches. RTE have 
recently announced it is planning to launch a further two television channels; one 
general entertainment channel - ATÉ Three (working name) - and a timeshift service 
for RTE One - RTE One +1 (working name). 

On 24 February 2009 the Minister for Communications, Energy, and Natural 
Resources, appointed the members of a new RTE Authority, replacing the previous 
one appointed in June 2006. 

Tom Savage of the Communications Clinic was appointed chairman of RTE. The 
other members of the Authority were Patricia Quinn, Karlin Lillington, Fergus 
Armstrong, Alan Gilsenan, Sean O'Sullivan, Emer Finnan. Cathal Goan then Director 
General, RTE as an ex-officio member of the Authority. 

The new Authority held office for not more than six months, due to changes planned 
under the Broadcasting Act 2009 which became law on 12 July 2009, dissolving the 
authority, and replacing it with an RTE Board. Under Section 179 (3) of the Act, any 
person who was a member of the Authority when the Act was signed into law 
continues as a member of the Board until the end of their term of office on 24 
August 2009. 

Unlike the RTE Authority, the RTE Board has not the self-regulatory function over 
RTE, as this was transferred to a newly appointed Broadcasting Authority of Ireland 
that replaces the Broadcasting Commission of Ireland regulating commercial TV and 
radio. This helps assuage any concerns of the potential for bias that could be 
perceived under previous self-regulation by having a single regulator of public 
service and commercial Irish broadcasters into the future. 

On Monday 29 September 2009 RTE revealed a proposal for the regeneration of its 
existing building which will cost €350 million. If approved, the project would see the 
gradual replacement over a 10- to 15-year period of most of the current 1960s and 
1970s buildings on the Donnybrook site. The new building would accommodate the 
switch over to high-definition, additional channels and new studios. RTE has since 
received planning consent from Dublin City Council for an application for the 
redevelopment of the station's Donnybrook site.The proposal for redevelopment of 
the site was accepted by local councillors last November 2009.The next stage of the 
planning process involves all parties having an opportunity to lodge appeals with An 
Bord Pleanála over the coming four weeks (by May 2010).The proposal would also 
involve building a new entrance onto the N11 Stillorgan dual carriageway. 

Noel Curran was appointed Director-General of RTE from 1 February 2011 on 9 
November 2010 for five years, replacing Cathal Goan who had decided not to seek 
an extension to the seven-year term which ended at end of January 2011. It was 
announced on 1 April 2016 that Dee Forbes would be the new Director General.“ 


Finances[edit] 


e On 1 June 2009, the Sunday Independent reported that RTE was on the brink of 
bankruptcy.©2 Such reports are denied by RTE, though the organisation 
acknowledges how under the current financial structure there is "serious financial 
difficulty" and a review of its financial procedures is underway and to be completed 
by 2010.2424 On 11 June 2009 the Director General of RTE Cathal Goan reported to 
the Oireachtas that RTE was not bankrupt and that it would break even by year 
endra 

e On 3 July 2009, the RTE 2008 Annual Report was published. The organisation broke 
even in 2008.22! 

e RTE broadcast advertisements on Christmas Day 2012 in a break with tradition. 


Controversies involving RTEtedit! 


The Late Late Show has been involved in a number of controversies since first being 
broadcast on TV in July 1962, particularly during Gay Byrne's tenure, with the "Bishop 
and the Nightie Affair" in 1966 and a 1985 interview with a pair of lesbian former nuns 
which led to protesters picketing the studio with hymns and rosary beads after a High 
Court case during which there were calls for the chat show to be outlawed over fears it 
would "greatly undermine Christian moral values" and "the respect of the general public 
for nuns". Notorious incidents during Pat Kenny's tenure included a satanic dance 
troupe performance and the tearing up of two tickets for The Late Late Toy Show live on 


air. za 


The first sex scandal on Irish TV surrounded a sketch-drawing advert for Bri- 
Nylon underwear, involving a "lewd and lascivious" cartoon of Antony and Cleopatra.” 


Wesley Burroughs received a dressing down from RTÉ authorities after it became 
apparent actress Biddy White Lennon, who portrayed the character Maggie Riordan, _ 
was becoming increasingly more pregnant looking every week on The Riordans, an RTE 
soap opera he wrote for. Maggie Riordan was an unmarried woman. Burroughs was 
forced to consult medical texts to provide Maggie with an alternative illness. 


The TV drama series The Spike, broadcast on RTÉ in 1978, was involved in a sex 
scandal.2 


In 1986, Mandy Smith was to be interviewed on TV's Saturday Live until RTE decided 
she should be downgraded to being a mere member of the audience. She was axed 
entirely when her manager disagreed, with RTE saying she was "not important enough" 
and that she might "give a bad example to young teenage girls". The story appeared in 
the international media. 


In 2006, RTE was involved in a High Court case relating to referential bidding in relation 
to sponsoring weather forecasts: Smart Telecom PLC trading as Smart Telecom v Raidió 
Teilifís Eireann and by order Glanbia PLC. 


RTÉ apologised to the then Taoiseach for its part in the Brian Cowen nude portraits . 
controversy in 2009. Future Taoiseach Enda Kenny! and Charles Flanagan called RTE's 
backtracking a restriction on freedom of expression, 2!*!! and Liz McManus of the Labour 
Party criticised RTE for "bow[ing] to political pressure". 


The death of Gerry Ryan led to controversy for RTÉ when it emerged that traces of 
cocaine were the "likely trigger" of the star's sudden death on 30 April 2010.22! Drugs 
minister Pat Carey said he was "a bit taken aback, first of all, by the whole attitude of 


RTÉ over the last while" [concerning the circumstances of Ryan's death] and, comparing 
Ryan's cocaine use to the 2007 death of model Katy French, said the media were "very 
judgmental" when French died but had now "come home to roost in their own case". 


RTÉ also broadcast a controversial nine-minute radio interview with Taoiseach Brian 
Cowen from a Fianna Fáil think-in in Galway; the interview led to increased pressure for 
Cowen to resign in the days that followed after it was thought he had been drunk on the 
radio.54 


RTÉ was forced to stop a "share deal" scheme it had offered advertisers when TV3 
complained to the Competition Authority. 


RTE was sued for defamation in 2011 after making false allegations about a priest. 
i$» On 23 May that year RTE aired a programme called Mission to Prey, which falsely 
claimed that the priest had raped a woman and fathered her child while working as a 
missionary in Kenya. This was not true, and RTE has apologised on a number of 
occasions since. 21991 The priest, based in Galway but originally from Longford, said he 
had been "living a nightmare" after the broadcaster made the allegations.“ The issue 
was serious enough to be discussed in both houses of the Oireachtas.“ In November 
2011, the priest concerned reached an out-of-court settlement with RTE, in which RTE 
agreed that it had seriously libelled him, and paid the priest a significant amount of 
money in damages. As a consequence, managing director of news Ed Mulhall retired, 
current affairs editor Ken O'Shea was moved to another department, and reporter Aoife 
Kavanagh resigned. The affair was described as "one of the gravest editorial mistakes 
ever made" in RTÉ's history. 


See alsoiedit] 


e List of programmes broadcast by RTE 
e Television in Ireland 


Further readingieaiti 


e Jack Dowling, Lelia Doolan, Bob Quinn, Sit Down and be Counted: the cultural 
evolution of a television station, Wellington Publishers Ltd., Dublin, 1969. 
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For the comparable French agency, see Minister of Posts, Telegraphs, and Telephones. 


PC 


The original logo of the department, including the Tironian et symbol, is still often seen on early 


postboxes and other older property. 


Pre-1984 manhole cover showing the P7T logo 


The Minister for Posts and Telegraphs (Irish: Aire Poist agus Telegrafa) was the 
holder of a position in the Government of Ireland (and, earlier, in the Executive Council 


of the Irish Free State). From 1924 until 1984 - when it was abolished - the minister 
headed the Department of Posts and Telegraphs (also known as the P&T in English 
and P7T in Irish, and later stylised as P+T). 


The office of Minister for Posts and Telegraphs was created by the Ministers and 
Secretaries Act 1924, which reorganised the Irish system of government. The minister 
assumed in the Irish Free State those functions which had formerly been exercised by 
the Postmaster General of the United Kingdom. Legislation in 1831 had amalgamated 
the earlier offices of Postmaster General of Great Britain and Postmasters General of 
Ireland, which became a jointly held role in the administration of the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland. 


This later and final version of the logo of the department was most commonly associated with the 
orange and white postal vans. 


The Ministers and Secretaries Act, 1924 defined the department's role: 


The Department of Posts and Telegraphs which shall comprise the administration and 
business generally of public services in connection with posts, telegraphs, and 
telephones, and all powers, duties and functions connected with the same, and shall 
include in particular the business, powers, duties and functions of the branches and 
officers of the public services specified in the Eighth Part of the Schedule to this Act, 
and of which Department the head shall be, and shall be styled, an t-Aire Puist agus 
Telegrafa or (in English) the Minister for Posts and Telegraphs. 


— Ministers and Secretaries Act, Section (1), Part (ix) 


The Minister for Posts and Telegraphs was responsible for Ireland's postal and 
telecommunications services from 1924 to 1984. At its height the department was one 
of the largest civil service departments in Ireland. The reform of the sector and 
department began in 1978 with the creation of the Posts and Telegraphs Review Group. 
This led, following the delivery of a report in 1979, to the creation of the ad hoc Interim 
Board for Posts (An Bord Poist), chaired by Feargal Quinn, and the Interim Board for 
Telecommunications (An Bord Telecom), chaired by Michael Smurfit. These two boards 


continued to sit until An Post and Telecom Éireann, respectively, replaced them in 1984 
as state-sponsored agencies. 


r 


Contents 


lHistory 
o 1.1Alteration of name and transfer of functions 


2List of office-holders 
o 2.1Postmaster General 1922-1924 
o 2.2Minister for Posts and Telegraphs 1924-1984 
o 2.3Minister for Communications 1984-1991 
3References 


Historyledit] 


The Department of Posts and Telegraphs ceased to exist in 1984, and its powers and 
responsibilities were transferred to the newly created Department of Communications. 
This was one of the largest reorganisations of the civil service in modern times, the old 
department having had a workforce of about 30,000 prior to dissolution. With the 
transfer of personnel to the new agencies, the number of civil service employees was 
almost halved overnight. 


The Minister for Communications was created in 1983 to replace both the Minister 
for Posts and Telegraphs and the Minister for Transport. In 1987, the transport functions 
of the department were moved to a new separate department of Tourism and 
Transport. In 1991 the minister's functions were passed to the renamed Minister for 
Tourism, Transport and Communications and the department ceased to exist, but was 
not formally abolished. The functions which had initially been under the Minister for 
Communications are now under the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 


Environment and the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport. 
Alteration of name and transfer of functions[edit] 


Name Change 


2 June 1924 | Establishment of the Department of Posts and Telegraphs. 


Establishment of the Department of Communications 
2 January Abolition of the Department of Posts and Telegraphs and 
1984 the Department of Transport 
Transfer of functions to the Department of Communications. 22 


AE Transfer of Shipping to the Department of the Marine.“ 


31 March 
1987 


Transfer of Transport to the Department of Tourism and Transport. 


8 February Transfer of functions to the Department of Tourism, Transport and 
1991 Communications.“ 


List of office-holdersiedit] 
Postmaster General 1922-1924[edit] 


HUNE EN odit 
l | Cumann na 

1. |James J. Walsh 1 April 1922 2 June 1924 

ae a nd 


Minister for Posts and Telegraphs 1924-1984[edit] 


HUE a POM ex 
12 October | Cumann na 
3 
IE James J. Walsh 2 June 1924 1927 l masedisal 
12 October || Cumann na 
. | Ernest Blythe 
Ernest Blythe 1927 9 March 1932 nGaedheal 


— m l 
— a= i 


time) 
. 1957 
pre qe 


l 1979 


Conor Cruise O'Brien 14 March 1973 | 5 July 1977 Labour Party 


| Minister for Communications 1984-1991[edit] 


1. |Jim Mitchell 2 January 1984 | 10 March 1987 | Fine Gael 
|2. | John Wilson 10 March 1987 | 31 March 1987 | Fianna Fáil 
| | 6 February l N 

3. | Ray Burke 31 March 1987 1991 Fianna Fáil 
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The RTÉ Board is an eight-member body which makes policy and guiding corporate 
direction for RTE, Ireland's state public broadcaster." 


History[edit] 


The Board, then known as the RTÉ Authority, was established as the Radio Éireann 
Authority under the Broadcasting Authority Act 1960. The Authority is actually the 
legal entity known as Radio Telefís Éireann and the body which has legal responsibility 
to run the services authorised under the Broadcasting Authority Acts 1960-2002. 
However, in reality actual management of the services is delegated to the Director- 
General and the staff of the Authority who together comprise RTE. The Authority met 
monthly and acted as RTÉ's board of directors, making general policy and overseeing 
the operations of RTE on a non-executive basis. 


The RTÉ Authority was appointed by the Minister for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources. The RTE Executive reported to the Authority via the Director- 
General. 


Under the Broadcasting Act 2009, the RTÉ Authority lost the "Authority" moniker and is 
simply referred to as the Board, and loses its self-regulatory function to 


the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland. The Board consists of 12 members - six 
nominated by the Minister, four nominated by the Minister on the advice of 

the Oireachtas Joint Committee with responsibility for broadcasting, one worker 
director and the Director-General. [1] 


A new Authority, the final authority, was appointed on 24 February 2009 on a six-month 
interim basis, until the 2008 Bill was enacted.[2]. The new Board of RTÉ and the four 
nominees of the Joint Committee with responsibility for broadcasting for 

the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland members will be appointed in early 2010"! by the 
Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources. The RTÉ Executive would 
now report to the board.24 


Current board membersiedit] 


e Moya Doherty, Chairperson 

e Fergus Armstrong 

e Frank Hannigan 

e PJ. Mathews 

e Margaret E. Ward 

e Deborah Kelleher 

e Aengus Mac Grianna 

e Shane Naughton 

e Anne O'Leary 

e Fionnuala Sheehan 

e Cillian De Paor, Secretary to the Board of RTÉ 
e Dee Forbes, Director-General (ex-officio) 
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The RTÉ Executive Board, despite its name, is not a board of directors, but rather is 
a committee composed of the senior management of the Irish public service 
broadcaster, Raidió Teilifis Eireann, responsible for the day-to-day running of the 
broadcaster. 


The executive board reports to the RTÉ Board through the director general. 


Compositionredit] 
The executive board is chaired by the Director-General of RTÉ. 


The board was made up of the managing directors of television, radio, news & current 
affairs, and corporate development, the chief digital officer, the chief technology officer, 
the chief financial officer, and the group commercial director until 2017. 


The director general is appointed by the RTÉ Board, with the consent of the government 
and the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, while the other 
board members are appointed by the director-general. 


In October 2017 a new executive board was put in placeZ the new board dropped the 
director of TV and the director of radio, replacing them with the director of content and 
the director of audience, channels and marketing. Frances Abeton left the role of 
director of operations and production services at the end of 2018. Willie O'Reilly took 
up the position of chairman of iRadio.,“ with Geraldine O'Leary taking his position as 
commercial director, she does not sit on the executive board. In 2019 Rory Coveney 
became director of strategy and was appointed to the board. Geraldine O'Leary was 
also appoint to the board. 


Currently the members of the executive board are: 


Position Office holder 
Director general Dee Forbes 
Chief financial officer Breda O'Keeffe 
Director of content Jim Jennings 
Director of audience, channels & marketing Adrian Lynch 
Director of news and current affairs Jon Williams 
Director of corporate affairs Brian Dalton 
Director of human resources Eimear Cusack 


Director of operations and production services | Richard 


(acting) 
Waghorn 
Director of transformation and technology 
Director of strategy Rory Coveney 
Director of commercial E uus 
O'Leary 


Mission to Preyiedit] 


Following RTÉ's defamation of Father Kevin Reynolds in its "Mission to Prey" episode 
of Prime Time, RTE announced that Ed Mulhall, MD News, had "retired" on 3 April 2012. 
Ul 


Notesiedit] 
1.^ As of 18 April 2017. 
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The Director-General is chief executive and editor-in-chief of public service 
broadcaster Raidió Teilifís Eireann (RTE). The current Director-General is Dee 
Forbes, ™ who replaced Noel Curran in the role in 2016.” 


Appointment and rolereait] 


The RTÉ Board appoints the Director-General of RTÉ who in effect fulfils the dual role of 
Chief Executive and of Editor in Chief. The Director-General heads the RTE Executive 
Board, which comprises the company's top management and includes the Chief 
Financial Officer, the Director of Communications and the Managing Directors of 

the Television, Radio, and News divisions.2: The Director-General reports to the Board 
and sits on it "in an ex officio capacity". The current Director-General serves a term of 
five years (reduced from seven years) at which point he/she may ask for an extension. 


Director Generalsieaiti 


Years 
Name 

served 
Edward J. Roth 1960 - 1962 
Kevin McCourt 1962 - 1968 
Mengss P. 1968 - 1975 
Hardiman 
Oliver Maloney 1975 - 1978 


George T. Waters | 1978 - 1985 


Vincent Finn 1985 - 1992 

Joe Barry 1992 - 1997 
: 1997 - 

Bob Collins 5003 


Cathal Goan 2003 - 2010 


2011 - 
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RTÉ Radio 


Independent Business Division of RTÉ 


Industry Media 
Founded 1 January 1926 


Headquarters Dublin 


Ireland 
Area served Ireland and Northern Ireland 
Services Radio broadcasting 
Parent Raidió Teilifís Éireann 
Website RTÉ Radio 


RTÉ Radio is a division of the Irish national broadcasting organisation Raidió Teilifís 
Eireann. RTE Radio broadcasts four analogue channels and five digital channels 
nationwide. 


The first voice broadcast of 2RN, the original radio callsign for what would eventually 
become RTE Radio 1, took place on 14 November 1925 when Seamus Clandillon, the 
station director, announced on air: "Seo Raidió 2RN, Baile Átha Cliath ag 

tástáil", Irish for "This is Radio 2RN, Dublin testing". Regular Irish radio-broadcasting 
began on 1 January 1926. However, people in most of Ireland could not receive 2RN's 
(1.5 kilowatt) signal at the time. When faced with numerous complaints from Cork 
regarding the writers' inability to tune in to the signal, Clandillon remarked in The Irish 
Radio Review, a magazine dedicated to the service, that they did not know how to 
operate their sets. A second station, 6CK (mostly relaying the transmissions of 2RN), 
was established in Cork in 1927. 
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Historyledit! 


Further information: Timeline of RTE Radio 


A high power (initially 60 kW) station was established in Athlone, in 1932, to coincide 
with the staging of the Eucharistic Congress. 2RN, 6CK and Athlone became known as 
"Radio Athlone" or, in Irish, "Raidió Ath Luain" and were receivable across virtually the 
entire country. Radio Athlone was officially renamed "Radio Eireann" in 1938. 


RTÉ Radio microphone in 2004 


Radio Éireann had limited programming hours and a rather conservative programming 
policy. It was barely tolerated by most Irish listeners, and was often shunned in favour 
of BBC stations and Radio Luxembourg. This did not really change until Radio Éireann 
became free of direct government control in the 1960s.Z 


In June 1969, work had begun on the new Radio Centre at Donnybrook. Construction of 
the building was finished in April 1971 and after a period of fitting-out and transition, 
live broadcasts began on 24 September 1973. By May 1974 the move from 

the GPO in O'Connell Street, (which had been the home of Irish radio since 1928),2 was 
complete. 


Now, RTÉ has a nationwide communications network with an increasing emphasis on 
regional news-gathering and input. Broadcasting on Radio 1 provides comprehensive 
coverage of news, current affairs, music, drama and variety features, agriculture, 
education, religion and sport, mostly in English but also some Irish. RTE 2fm is a 
popular music and chat channel which commenced broadcasting as RTÉ Radio 2 on 31 
May 1979, Brendan Balfe being the first voice to be heard on the station at midday, 
when he introduced the first presenter, Larry Gogan. RTE lyric fm serves the interests 
of classical music and the arts, coming on air in May 1999, and replacing FM3 Classical 
Music, which had catered for the same target audience and time-shared with RTE_ 
Raidió na Gaeltachta, an exclusively Irish language service, which first began 
broadcasting on Easter Sunday, 2 April 1972. Formerly RTÉ operated RTÉ Radio Cork 
(previously 'Cork 89FM' and 'RTÉ Cork Local Radio"), a local radio service in Cork, but 
this closed down in the early 2000s. Listen to recording from 1994 of the Cork station 


Futureredit] 


This section needs to be updated. Please update this article 
Co to reflect recent events or newly available 
information. (November 2019) 


RTÉ operates multiplex 1 (block 12C) on the Irish digital radio platform (DAB), having 
launched nine digital-only channels from May 2007 as part of a trial to see what 
demand existed for new radio services. Most of the channels were an extension of the 
main Radio 1 and 2fm stations, focusing on particular genres. On 30 November 2008 
the trial was brought to an end with the commercial multiplex (mux 2/block 12A) being 
suspended pending regulatory guidance, while RTE also changed the line up of its 


stations. The day after the end of the trial, two of the stations were turned off, with six 
being officially launched, namely RTE 2XM, RTE Chill/RTE Junior (timeshare), RTE Choice, 
RTE Gold, and RTE Pulse.“ 


The two stations that were ended were RTE Digital Radio News, which played the most 
recent Radio 1 news bulletin on loop and RTE Playback, a listen again service with 
content from Radio 1 and 2fm. Despite not officially being launched, the RTE Radio 1 
Extra service also continues to be broadcast, however the AM Radio 1 service has 
traditionally been used for opt-out programmes, although it was not called Radio 1 Extra 
until the trial. 


At the moment, only 44% of the country is able to pick up the RTE DAB service, 
mainly in greater Dublin, Limerick and Cork areas.5 Despite this limited output from 
DAB, RTÉ's radio stations are broadcast on digital and cable television, and will also be 
included in the new digital terrestrial television (DTT) service to be launched in 2009. 


A survey carried out by the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs 
showed that demand for an Irish language radio station aimed at a younger audience 
than RTÉ Raidió na Gaeltachta was high. This means that RTÉ might have plans to 
launch such a radio station. 


On 6 November 2019, RTÉ management announced that, as part of a major cost-saving 
program, all its digital radio stations would be closed.4 


FM frequenciesredit] 
Main transmission sites[edit] 


Radio Lyric 


Transmitt Service 1 2FM RnaG FM ERP 
er area (MHz) (MHz) (MHz) (MHz) (kW) 
Cairn Hill The midlands 89.8 N/A N/A N/A 16 
Clermont NE Ireland, 
epee? Northern 87.8 97.0 T027 95.2 40 
Carn 
Ireland 
Dublin, 
Kippure Wicklow, SE 89.1 91.3 93.5 98.7 40 
Midlands 
Maghera West Ireland 88.8 91.0 93.2 98.4 160 


Mount SE Ireland 89.6 91.8 94.0 99:2 100 


Transmitt Service 

er area 
Leinster 
E BENE SW Ireland 
Three Rock Dublin city and 

cu county 

Truskmore NW Ireland 
Longwavetredit] 


RTÉ Radio One, is relayed on long wave. 


Transmitter 


Clarkstown, Summerhill, County 


1 2FM RnaG 
(MHz) (MHz) (MHz) 
90.0 92.2 94.4 
88.5 90.7 92.9 
88.2 90.4 92.6 

Service Frequen 
area cy 
Ireland, UK 252 kHz 


Meath 


Shortwave rtedit] 


RTÉ from time to broadcasts on the Shortwave bands aimed at the Irish Diaspora, for 
example the RTE Radio One coverage of GAA All-Ireland Finals in recent years. RTE 


Broadcasts one hour a day 


Transmitter 


Bloemendal, Meyerton, South 


Africa 


Service Frequen 
area cy 
Africa 5840 kHz! 


Lyric 
FM 
(MHz) 


99:6 


96-7 


97/58 


ERP(k 
W) 


300 (day) 
100(night) 


Times 


19:30-20:30 


UTC 


ERP 


(kW) 


160 


12:5 


160 


Special frequencies for GAA All-Ireland Finals[edit] 
The Meyerton transmitter site in South Africa was used to relay this 17540 kHz in 2012. 


Transmitt Service Frequen Time 


er area cy S 


East Africa 17725 kHz | 2-5pm 


East Africa 11620 kHz | 5-6pm 


Southern 


Affica 7405 kHz 2-6pm 


West Africa 7505 kHz 2-6pm 


See alsOledit] 


Raidió Teilifís Éireann 


Ulysses (broadcast) 
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This is a timeline of RTÉ Radio. 


1 920Sredit] 


e 1925 - Test broadcasts of 2RN begin. 
e 1926 - 1 January 2RN commences broadcasting. 
e 1927 - Station 6CK is established in Cork. 


1 930Siediti 


e 1932 - The Athlone transmitter broadcasts a high power 60KW signal. 
e 1938 - Radio Athlone becomes Radio Eireann. 


194 0Sledit] 


e 1948 - Radio Eireann broadcasts on shortwave from Athlone. 
1950Sledit] 


e 1953 - The Athlone transmitter's power is increased to 100 KW. 


1960sledit] 


e 1960 
o The Broadcasting Authority Act 1960 establishes a statutory corporation called 
Radio Eireann. This change comes ahead of the launch of a television service the 
following year.z 


e 1961-1965 


o No events. 


e 1966 . 
o Radio Éireann is renamed as Radio Telefís Éireann. 
o VHF-FM broadcasts commence. 


e 1967 
o Noevents. 


e 1968 
o No events. 


e 1969 
o No events. 


1970sSredit] 


e 1970 
o No events. 


e 1971 
o No events. 


e 1972 
o 2 April- RTE Raidió na Gaeltachta is launched. 


e 1973 
o RTE Radio moves from Henry Street to Donnybrook. 


e 1974 
o 2 March - RTE Cork Local Radio is established as an opt-out service which 
operated for a limited number of hours per week, relaying the national service 
(RTÉ Radio 1) at other times. The service was popular but had its hands tied by 
the limited number of local hours it could output.” 


e 1975 
o Anew transmitter at Tullamore replaces Athlone. 


e 1976 
o No events. 


e 1977 
o No events. 


e 1978 
o No events. 


e 1979 


o 31 May - Radio 2 launches.“ 


1 980Sieadiíti 


e 1980 
o No events. 


e 1981 
o No events. 


e 1982 
o RTE broadcasts Radio 2 on 1278 kHz in Dublin and in Cork. 


e 1983 
o No events. 


e 1984 
o 5 November - Breakfast news programme Morning Ireland launches on Radio 1.5! 
o 6 November - Classical music service RTE FM3 commences, sharing its 
frequency with Raidió na Gaeltachta © 


e 1985 
o No events. 


e 1986 
o No events. 


e 1987 
o No events. 


e 1988 
o Radio 2 becomes 2FM. 
o RTE operates a temporary station, Millennium 88FM, to mark the year of 
the Dublin Millennium. The station closes the following April. 


e 1989 
o 1September - RTE establishes pop music station Atlantic 252 in partnership with 
Radio Luxembourg 
o RTE Cork Local Radio is rebranded as Cork 89FM.4 


1 990Sieaditi 


e 1990-1993 
o No events. 


e 1994 
o Cork 89FM is relaunched as RTE Radio Cork. 


e 1995-1998 
o No events. 


e 1999 
o RTE FM3 becomes RTE Lyric FM. The renamed station is separated from Radio na 
Gaeltachta, and expands its remit to include other types of minority music. The 
resulting station was Lyric FM (currently styled RTE lyric fm). It also moved 
from Dublin to Limerick as part of a policy of regionalisation.“™ 


2000Stedit] 


e 2000 
o 2FM is renamed RTE 2fm. 
o RTE Radio Cork closes due to low listening figures. 


e 2001 
o No events. 


e 2002 
o 2 January - After more than 12 years on air, Atlantic 252 closes. 


e 2003 
o Radio 2 on 1278 kHz closes. 
o 31 December - RTE Radio stops broadcasting on shortwave, concentrating on 
satellite transmission and relay via the World Radio Network"! 


e 2004 
o January - Radio 1 begins broadcasting on long wave from the Clarkstown 
transmitter which was previously used to broadcast Atlantic 252. 
o RTE closes 2FM on medium wave (612 kHz). 


e 2005 
o No events. 
e 2006 . 
o 1 January - The RTE DAB Multiplex launches. 
e 2007 
o 30 May - RTE Gold, RTE Digital Radio News and alternative music station RTE 
2XM launch. 


o October RTE Choice on a trial basis and around the same time, RTE Digital Radio 
Sport launches. 


e 2008 
o 24 March - At 3pm, Radio 1 stops broadcasting on medium wave." 
o March - RTE Chill launches. 
o April - Dance and electronic music station RTÉ Pulse launches and RTÉ Digital 
Radio Sport closes. 


o 1 May - RTE Jr Radio launches. 
o 30 November - RTE Digital Radio News closes. 
o 1 December - RTE Choice launches as a permanent station." 


e 2009 
o RTE begins daily shortwave radio broadcasts to Irish in Africa between 19.30 and 
20.30 UTC on 6220 kHz via WRN! 


20108Sreaiti 


e 2010 
o 29 October - Saorview is launched, making RTÉ's digital radio channels available 
via Digital Terrestrial Television 


e 2011 
o No events. 


e 2012 
o 3 May - Saorsat is launched, bringing RTÉ Digital TV and Radio services to areas 
not reached by Saorview or DAB.24 


e 2013 
o May - RTE Choice and RTE Radio 1 Extra merge.” 


e 2014 
o 24 September - RTE announced that broadcasting of RTE Radio 1 on 252 kHz 
would cease on 27 October 2014.3 Following representations from Irish listeners 
in the UK and others that date has now been postponed until 20172, later 
extended until at least June 2019.2: 


e 2015 
o No events. 


e 2016 
o No events. 


e 2017 
o No events. 


e 2018 
o No events. 


e 2019 
o 7 November - As part of cost-cutting measures, RTE announces plans to close all 
of its DAB digital radio services, including RTÉ Gold, RTÉjr and RTÉ Radio 1 Extra. 
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area 


Broadcast Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland 


Slogan We've got the nation talking 


RTÉ Radio 1 


RT€ RADIO 1 


Worldwide (mainly the United 


Kingdom on satellite) 


Frequency  88.2-90.0, (87.8 northeast) MHz FM 
and 252 kHz LW 
Digital terrestrial television 
DAB 


Freesat 


First air 1 January 1926 


date 
Format Mixed network 
Owner Raidió Teilifís Éireann 
Sister RTÉ 2fm 
stations RTÉ 2XM 

RTÉ Chill 

RTÉ Gold 


RTÉ Jr Radio 

RTÉ lyric fm 

RTÉ Pulse 

RTÉ Radio 1 Extra 

RTÉ Raidió na Gaeltachta 


Webcast MP3 


Website rte.ie/radio1/ 


RTE Radio 1 (Irish: RTÉ Raidió 1) is the principal radio channel of Irish public-service 
broadcaster Raidió Teilifís Éireann and is the direct descendant of Dublin radio 

station 2RN, which began broadcasting on a regular basis on 1 January 1926. The 
station is a rare modern example of a mixed radio channel, offering a wide spectrum of 
programming which is mainly speech-based but also includes a fair amount of music. 


The total budget for the station in 2010 was €18.4 million. It is the most-listened-to 
radio station in Ireland." 


Historyledit! 


The Department of Posts and Telegraphs opened 2RN, the first Irish radio station, on 1 
January 1926.2 Station 6CK, a Cork relay of 2RN, joined the Dublin station in 1927,“ and 
a high-power transmitter at Athlone in County Westmeath opened in 1932.5! From the 
latter date the three stations became known as Radio Athlone, later being renamed 
Radio Éireann ("Irish Radio"/"Radio of Ireland") in 1937. Like most small European 
national stations at that time, Radio Eireann attempted to satisfy all tastes on a single 
channel. It broadcast a mixed schedule of light entertainment and heavier fare, Irish 
language programming, and talks. Radio Eireann also carried sponsored programmes, 
often produced by Leonard Plugge's International Broadcasting Company, which tended 
to be more popular than programming made directly by Radio Eireann itself. 


Run as part of the civil service until 1960, the Broadcasting Authority Act 1960 
transferred the station to a statutory corporation, also called Radio Eireann, in 
preparation for the launch of its sister television station. The name of the corporation 
was changed to Radio Telefís Eireann in 1966. As a consequence, the station was 
renamed RTÉ Radio. The station also began FM transmission in 1966. In 1971 the 
station began the phased move from the GPO on O'Connell Street in Dublin city centre, 
to a new purpose-built Radio Centre at Donnybrook. When, in 1979, RTE established a 
new rock and pop station under the name of RTÉ Radio 2 (now RTE 2fm), the original 
RTE Radio channel was renamed once again and became RTE Radio 1. 


In 1973, The Gay Byrne Hour began, becoming The Gay Byrne Show in 1979.2 This 
anchored the station's daily morning schedule until 1998. On 3 November 1984, current 
affairs programmes Morning Ireland and Today at Five began broadcasting.™ The former 
is now the flagship programme of RTE News and Current Affairs on radio while the latter 
has evolved into the current Drivetime programme via Five Seven Live. 


Receptionredit] 


RTÉ Radio 1 is currently available in Ireland on 88-90 MHz FM and 

252 kHz longwave (LW). The LW version of Radio 1, which can also be received across 
the United Kingdom and parts of Western Europe, is also the only RTE Radio service 
available in parts of Northern Ireland since the closure of Medium Wave. 


DAB broadcasts of the station began in the east of the country (from the Clermont Carn 
and Three Rock Mountain high power transmitters via the RTE DAB Multiplex) on 1 
January 2006. RTÉ DAB is available on the Saorview platform. Listeners to WRN's 
English Service for Europe and English Service for North America can also hear a 
selection of RTÉ Radio 1 programmes. RTÉ Radio 1 has been carried i 

on shortwave in DRM during specific events, including the All Ireland finals. RTE carried 
out DRM tests on its Long Wave frequency 252 kHz. 


The station's tuning signal since 1936 has been the air O'Donnell Abú, although since 
the advent of 24-hour broadcasting in 1997, the tune has been played only as a prelude 
to the start of the day's live broadcasting at 5.30 on weekday mornings. 


The station broadcasts weekdays from 5:30am - 3am and weekends from 6am - 2am. 
Overnights Radio 1 relays the output of the digital 'classic hits' channel RTE Gold. 


Longwave 252[edit] 


The LW version of Radio 1 which commenced in 2004, which can also be received 
across the United Kingdom and parts of Western Europe - and is transmitted on the 
252 kHz frequency formerly used by the Atlantic 252 radio station - differs in certain 
respects from that broadcast on FM, particularly at the weekend, with significant 


additional sports coverage and religious programming. The LW service was due to be 
withdrawn on Monday 27 October 2014 on cost grounds.:« However, RTE subsequently 
announced that it had postponed the closure until 19 January 2015 "in order to ensure 
that listeners, particularly in the UK, have sufficient time to understand and avail 
themselves of alternatives".“4 As a result of further public pressure, especially from 
elderly Irish listeners in Britain, churches, the GAA, emigrant groups, and listeners in 
Northern Ireland who wouldn't all have access to RTÉ on FM or DAB, it was announced in 
December 2014 that the 252 frequency would be kept going until 2017 at least,22 and 
in March 2017 that transmission on longwave would continue until June 2019.23 


RTÉ currently operates 252 Longwave at a markedly lower power level than its ITU 
licensed 500 kilowatts: in the daytime it radiates at 150 kW and at night 60 kW. This 
reduction in power means that interference from the French-language station Alger 
Chaîne 3 - broadcasting on the same frequency from Tipaza with a daytime power of _ 
1500 kW and 750 kW at night - is considerable, and particularly affects reception of RTE 
Radio 1 on longwave on the south coast of Ireland after dark.“ 


Closure of medium-wave frequencies[edit] 


The medium-wave transmitters of RTÉ Radio 1 were shut down at 15.00 on 24 March 
2008. The main transmitter was based at Tullamore and broadcast on 567 kHz. A lower- 
powered relay in Cork at 729 kHz was also in service. Before 1975, the 612 kHz service 
(then 611 kHz) originated from Athlone on 490meters: AM transmissions continue 

on Long Wave 252 kHz from Summerhill, Co. Meath, it is aimed to serve Irish people 
living in Britain and uses the old Atlantic 252 transmitter. Since the closure, Second 
Helpings programmes at the weekend have been limited to digital broadcasts only. Most 
complaints about the closure of medium wave were from groups such as fishermen and 
the elderly,29 also from people who didn't have the Long Wave band on their radios. 


Part of the rationale behind closing medium wave, and using long wave to access 
listeners in hard to reach parts of Ireland and the UK, was that reception would be 
better in places such as the south of England and London areas which in the past had 
very poor coverage from RTÉ on medium wave. 


Satellite[edit] 


The FM service is also available online and from the Astra 2E satellite at 28.2? East on 
transponder 7 (11.836 GHz horizontal, symbol rate 27500, FEC 5/6, service ID 
9611), Freesat channel 750, Sky channel 0160 and Virgin Media channel 917. 


Schedulereait] 


Note: Highlighted programmes play music at some point or throughout the entire 
duration. 


Weekdaysredit] 
Time Show Presenter(s) 
05.30- 


07.00 Rising Time Shay Byrne 


07.00- Memimadreland Rachael English, Gavin Jennings, Audrey 
g 
09.00 : Carville and Bryan Dobson 
09.00- ; 
Ryan lubridy Ryan luoriay 
10.00 Ryan Tubrid Ryan Tubrid 
10.00- Today with Sean 
12.00 O'Rourke sean O'Rourke 
12.00- The Ronan Collins Ronan Colins 
13.00 Show = Spe DOE 
pel News at One Aine Lawlor and Claire Byrne 
13.45 
13.45- ere 


a 
s a Creedon 


The Late Debate Sarah Mclnerney 


23.00- Cathal Murray 


Presenter(s) 
The Weekend on One Lilian Smith 


Countrywide Damien O'Reilly 


Playback Ronan Kelly, Sinéad 
Mooney 


pasen 


Marian Finucane Marian Finucane 


Saturday with Cormac Ó 


hEadhra Cormac O hEadhra 


Documentary on One 


Des Cahill and Joanne 


Saturday Sport Cantwell 


Saturday Sounds 


An Scoth 
MS 


South Wind Blows Philip King 


Country Time 
Late Date Fiachna O Braonain 


Sundayr[edit] 
wr 
One 


World Report John Burke and Colm O'Mongáin 


Bowman Sunday John Bowman 
cid 


Sunday with | Miriam O'Callaghan 

Marian Finucane Marian Finucane 

een Carole Coleman and Justin 
Be pe | 
E The History Show 


19.00- Documentary on 
20.00 One 


21.00 Drama on One 


21.00- l Pa | 
22.00 The Rolling Wave | Aoife Nic Cormaic 
22.00- : 

23.00 Simply Folk Ruth Smith 
23.00- 
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Not to be confused with RTÉ 2XM. 


RTÉ 2fm 


Broadcast 


area 


Slogan 


Frequency 


First air 


date 


Format 


Owner 


Sister 


stations 


Webcast 


Website 


RTE 


gm 


Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland 
Worldwide (mainly the United Kingdom on 


satellite) 


Sound Of The Nation 


FM: 90 MHz - 92 MHz 
97 MHz (Northeast) 
DAB: 12C 

Saorview: 202 

Virgin Media: 902 
Sky: 0164 


31 May 1979 


Contemporary hit radio 


RTE 


RTE 2XM 
RTE Gold 
RTE Pulse 


e Web Stream 


2fm.rte.ie 


RTÉ 2fm, or 2FM as it is more commonly referred to, is an Irish radio station operated 
by RTE. The station specialises in current popular music and chart hits and is the second 
national radio station in Ireland. 


Historyledit! 


The station commenced broadcasting in 1979 and has undergone numerous name and 
line-up changes. 


In 2008, the station had 17% of the national audience, making it the second most 
popular station in Ireland after RTE Radio 1 (23%). According to The Irish Times, the 
9 am - 12 noon slot is "the most critical in the 2fm schedule both in terms of audience 
figures and advertising revenue".2 This was presented by Gerry Ryan from 1988 

until his sudden death on 30 April 2010. The Gerry Ryan Show was the longest running 
show in the station's history. 


The station is recognised as being the first in the world to play any new single released 
by U2, due to the band's long-term friendship with Dave Fanning. They celebrated 
their thirty-year association with each other in September 2009 with the airing of a 
special weekend of programmes, including U2's Top 30 Moments.™ 


RTÉ 2fm, like RTÉ Radio 1, technically broadcasts 24 hours a day, however it plays a 
computerised music feed weekdays from midnight - 6 am and weekends from 5 - 7 am 
(originally replays of previous day's selected programmes) along with live news updates 
on the hour, and weekend overnight hours have been home to specialist music recorded 
shows since 2001. The station regularly broadcasts live from large Irish music festivals, 
such as Oxegen, Electric Picnic and Life Festival, and latterly has broadcast live music 
under the title 2fm XtrAlive (formerly 2fm Live), with the most recorded visiting act 
being Manic Street Preachers.5! The series of shows entitled the 2fm 2moro 2our 
maintained the station's reputation for homegrown live performance promotion as well 
as offering career boosts to artists such as The Immediate, The Flaws, Ham 

Sandwich, Concerto For Constantine and David Geraghty. 


As part of the expansion of RTÉ's young people's music radio output, an all-music 
(mostly of the rock genre) sister station of 2FM, RTE 2XM, designed for students and 
young adults, now operates on the RTE DAB Multiplex. 


Radio 2 (1979-1988)[edit] 


RTE Radio 2, as it was originally known, began broadcasting on 31 May 1979." "Like 
Clockwork" by The Boomtown Rats was the first song on air, played by Larry Gogan. It 
was developed as a response by RTÉ to the pirate radio craze sweeping Dublin and the 
rest of the country. Its original slogan was "Radio 2 Comin'atcha" and, as well as 
broadcasting popular music, it carried a number of other musical strands as well as 
news and current affairs. Its main inspiration in format was BBC Radio 1. Its original 
broadcast frequencies were 612 kHz (Athlone/Nationwide) and 1250 kHz (Dublin and 
Cork) MW (until 2004) and 90-92 MHz FM. As well as Larry Gogan, other original DJs 
included Vincent Hanley and Jimmy Greeley, who transferred from RTÉ Radio 1, 

and Mark Cagney, who transferred from RTE Cork Local Radio. Most of the remaining 
DJs were recruited directly from the pirate stations, such as Michael McNamara, Declan 
Meehan, Ronan Collins, Gerry Ryan and Dave Fanning. 


2FM (1988-1999)[edit] 


2FM logo used from 1988 to 1999 


In 1988 after many years presenting a nightly music show called Lights out for around 6 
years previously The Gerry Ryan Show, a morning topical radio show, began broadcasts. 
Not long afterwards, RTE began radical changes to Radio 2's format. Most non-pop 
music programming was dropped. The station was rebranded as "2FM" in 1988. At this 
stage the basic schedule for the next decade or so was put in place: lan. 

Dempsey, Gerry Ryan, Larry Gogan, Gareth O'Callaghan, Tony Fenton, Barry Lang, John 
Kenny and Dave Fanning were staples of this period. Many of these presenters have 
stayed with 2FM over the years while others have moved to competing stations. In 
1998, after 18 years with the station, drivetime presenter Barry Lang left to become an 
airline pilot, in the Middle East. 


"RTÉ Radio 2" 


From RTE Radio 
2.0gg (1988) 


Problems playing this file? 
See media help. 


2FM in this era was at its most popular. Its mobile broadcasting unit, the roadcaster, 
made regular trips nationwide, with 2FM organising live events throughout Ireland, such 
as the "Beat on the Street" with M.C and 'Eye in the Sky' traffic news presenter Electric 
Eddie, Doug Murray, introducing the station's DJs to the vast crowds which gathered at 
events throughout Ireland and "Lark in the Park". New bands would often get their "big 
break" by being featured on the Dave Fanning Show. Gerry Ryan's radio show became a 
national institution. 


RTE 2fm (2000-2009)redit] 


By the year 2000, the 1990s schedule was looking very stale. In addition, 2FM suffered 
the high-profile departure of lan Dempsey to the newly established commercial national 
radio station Today FM. Both Today FM and the emerging independent local radio sector 
had eroded 2FM's once unassailable listenership base. Tony Fenton was the most recent 
departure to Today FM in September 2004. 2FM in turn raided Phantom FM for Cormac 
Battle, Jenny Huston and Dan Hegarty, while Colm & Jim-Jim were poached from FM104. 
Old stalwarts such as Dave Fanning and Larry Gogan were moved to the weekend to 
make way for the likes of Rick O'Shea and Nikki Hayes. The Gerry Ryan Show continued 


to be the most popular programme on the station and one of the top-rated radio 
programmes in the country. 


In 1999, veteran producer and disc jockey John Clarke was made Head of 2FM. Unlike 
the previous people in that position, John had worked his way through a number of 
pirate stations before joining RTE in the late eighties. He rebranded 2FM with a new 
blue and red logo (as "RTÉ 2fm") and re-arranged the schedule. During this period (Late 
1990s/Early 2000s) long serving station names such as Andy Ruane, Lorcan Murray, 
Michael McNamara, Mike Ryan, Suzanne Duffy, Peter Collins, Bob Conway, Simon Young 
and Gerry Wison disappeared from the schedule. 


In 2003, Ryan Tubridy was poached from RTE Radio 1 to present The Full Irish breakfast 
programme; however in 2005 he returned to Radio 1 for a number of years, heralding 
an era of instability in breakfast broadcasting as first Ruth Scott and Rick O'Shea took 
charge of The Rick and Ruth Breakfast Show, before being replaced 5 months later 

by Marty Whelan in September 2005. DJ Mark McCabe and John Power arrived to 
present dance music shows at weekends. Later, more changes saw Larry Gogan being 
moved from his lunchtime slot to "drive time". A news programme, Newsbeat, was 
added to the schedules in response to criticisms that RTÉ 2fm was not fulfilling its remit 
as a public service broadcaster. Newer alternative DJs such as the "Phantom 3", 

Bl Canadian Jenny Huston, Dan Hegarty and Kerbdog front-man Cormac Battle also 
joined the line-up, as did Jennifer Greene. 


From 1999 to 2007 Will Leahy presented the most popular weekend show in the 
station's history, "The Saturday Show'. It was broadcast live from Limerick each 
Saturday. This programme ended its run in 2007 with a record 252,000 listeners, the 
station's second most successful show in its history after only The Gerry Ryan Show.22 


On 12 January 2007 RTÉ announced a major revamp of 2fm with the axing of Marty 
Whelan's breakfast show2: to make way for The Colm & Jim-Jim Breakfast Show as 2fm 
engaged in a spot of poaching for once in persuading Colm Hayes and Jim-Jim Nugent to 
leave FM104.22 As FM104 continues to broadcast its breakfast show under The 
Strawberry Alarm Clock title, the 2fm version was known as the Colm and Jim-Jim 
Breakfast Show (initially referred to in pre-publicity as the 2fm Alarm Clock, however 
the name was changed after FM104 threatened legal action). During this 2007 revamp 
Will Leahy, formerly of the Saturday Show, was promoted to the weekday Drivetime 
slot, which he broadcast from his base at the RTÉ Limerick studios on the fifth floor of 
the Cornmarket.22@41 Larry Gogan was moved to the weekend and Dave Fanning moved 
to Radio 1 for a period (though he still presented a Sunday night programme on 2fm). 
The new schedule launched on 5 March 2007. 


John Clarke resigned unexpectedly his position as Head of RTÉ 2fm on 14 August 2009. 
5559 Four days later, and after spending some time presenting on RTÉ Radio 1, it was 
announced that Dave Fanning would be returning to RTE 2fm to present his evening 
weekday show in his old 7 pm slot.22221 


The John McMahon years (2009-2013)[edit] 


Clarke was replaced by John McMahon the following month."? The return of Fanning 
followed the failure by RTE 2fm in its attempts to target teenagers, while Larry Gogan 
also returned to weekday lunch-times.22 There was comment within the Irish media 
when, despite electing to target a middle-aged audience, the radio station opted in 
September 2009 not to playlist David Gray, an English singer-songwriter who is popular 
with that age group in Ireland.24 Gray's music is played on Today FM and other stations. 
211 |n spite of this arrangement, Gray has since turned up on Celebrity Sunday, a 


programme featuring celebrities and which, when it featured Nicky Byrne from Westlife, 
became Twitter's third favourite trending topic.22 McMahon began his reign by bringing 
in several schedule changes from early 2010, new additions to the station included the 
arrivals of Hector O hEochagáin and Tommy Tiernan live from Galway, and 'Celebrity 
Sunday' which included guest presenters such as Louis Walsh, Neil Hannon, Thomas 
Walsh, Mike Scott and Nicky Byrne. 


In the aftermath of the sudden death of Gerry Ryan in 2010, a number of changes were 
made to the schedule. Hector O hEochagáin headed a breakfast show called 'Breakfast 
with Hector' which broadcast live from Galway each morning. Ryan Tubridy took over 
the 9 am - 11 am slot, with Rick O'Shea the main afternoon anchor. Will Leahy 
presented the drive time slot, a show which he broadcast live from Limerick for seven 
years. 


The Dan Healy years (2013-present)[edit] 


In 2014 following the appointment of Dan Healy as head of 2fm, the schedule was 
revamped. On 17 December 2013 RTÉ announced that Hector Ó hEochagáin would 
finish presenting the breakfast show. He was replaced by Jennifer Maguire, Bernard 
O'Shea and Keith Walsh. The regionally produced breakfast and drive time shows were 
axed, and all weekday shows were centralised to Dublin. An online campaign protested 
at the removal of Will Leahy and Hector O hEochagáin from their regionally produced 
shows.! Larry Gogan, Dave Fanning and Will Leahy were moved to the weekend. Nicky 
Byrne from Westlife took over the 11 am - 2 pm slot. 


In 2016, RTE 2fm received new branding, new content and a new website.ze 


Controllersrieaiti 
MEETS Controller 
served 


1999-2009 | John Clarke 


John 
2009-2013 McMahon 


2013- 


present Dan Healy 


Current presenters and programmingledit] 
Weekdaysredit] 


e Eoghan McDermott and Doireann Garrihy (2FM Breakfast): 6 am - 9 am 
e Jennifer Zamparelli 9 am - 12 pm 


Tracy Clifford: 12 pm 

Jenny Greene (7he Jenny Greene Show): 3 pm 

Marie Crowe, Donncha O'Callaghan and Ruby Walsh (Game On): 6 pm 
Tara Stewart: 8 pm Sunday to Thursday 


Weekends[edit] 


Blaithnaid Treacy (The National Chart Show): 8 pm on Friday 
DJ Wax: 10 pm on Friday 

Cormac Battle: 12 am on Saturday 

Carl Mullen and Aifric O'Connell: 7 am - 9 am 

Dave Fanning: 9 am - 11 am 

Chris Greene and Ciara King (Chris and Ciara): 11 am - 1 pm 


Stephen Byrne: 1 pm - 4 pm 
Keith Walsh: 4 pm - 6 pm 
Jenny Greene (Electric Disco): 6 pm on Saturday 


LOgosredit] 


RADIO 


2FM (1988 - 1999) 


RTE 2fm (2010-2016) 


In January 2016, a new logo was revealed which replaced the old one that had been in 
use for seven years.2# 


Digital sister stationsriedit] 


1 This section is in list format, but may read better 


as prose. You can help by converting this section, if 
appropriate. Editing help is available. (July 2011) 


The launch of digital radio into Ireland has allowed RTÉ to expand their music radio 
operation. Whereas 2fm has to play a mix of genres of pop, the digital stations can play 
a wider range of music and focus more tightly on a particular format. RTE operates 
three music-led digital stations, which could be described as sister stations to 2fm: 


e RTE 2XM, a station playing new and alternative music; 
e RTE Gold, a station playing popular music from before 1990; and 
e RTE Pulse, a station playing dance and electronic music. 


There is also a chill out music service, RTÉ Chill, which shares a broadcast slot with 
children station RTE Junior. 
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RTE Raidió na Gaeltachta 


RTE | 


RAIDIO 


NA GAELTACHTA 


Broadcast area Ireland: FM, DAB, TV 
Northern Ireland: FM, TV 
UK: Satellite radio 


Worldwide: Internet radio 


Frequency FM: 92 MHz - 94 MHz (Ireland) 
102.7 MHz (Northern Ireland) 
DAB: 2E201 


Digital terrestrial television 


First air date 2 April 1972 


Format Mixed network 
Owner Raidió Teilifís Éireann 


Sister stations RTÉ Radio 1 
RTÉ lyric fm 


Website www.rte.ie/rnag/ 


RTE Raidió na Gaeltachta (Irish pronunciation: ['r%adii:o: n*a 'ge:ttsaxt%al, "Radio of 
the Gaeltacht"), abbreviated RnaG, is the Irish-language radio service of the public- 
service broadcaster Raidió Teilifis Eireann. The station is available on FM in Ireland and 
via satellite and on the Internet. It celebrated 40 years on air on 2 April 2012." The 
station's main-headquarters are in Casla, County Galway with major studios also 

in Gweedore, County Donegal and Dingle, County Kerry. 


Historyledit! 


Main article: Radio in Ireland 


Background[edit] 


After the Irish Free State was formed and the Irish Civil War was concluded, the new 
state set up a single radio channel named 2RN in 1926, launched by Douglas Hyde. This 
was ran by the Irish Post Office and was not a private enterprise. The radio program, 
operating out of Dublin, largely served the Anglophone population and at best reached 
as far as County Tipperary; a situation which did not change until more powerful 
transmitters were adopted in the 1930s at Athlone.2 Those involved in setting up 2RN 
and J. J. Walsh (Minister for Posts and Telegraphs from 1923 to 1927) discussed the 
possibility of setting up an Irish-language radio service for the Gaeltacht community and 
more widely were sympathetic to Irish culture which included language revival, but the 
project was frustrated due to economic reasons and came to little.3! 


If we do not revive and develop Irish, we must inevitably be assimilated by one of these 
two communities (United Kingdom or the United States), or by the combined power by 
which they must eventually form and in that case our name and tradition and history 
will vanish out of human ken and our national individuality will be lost. 


— P. S. O'Hegarty, Secretary of the Department for Posts and Telegraphs, 1924.5 


Éamon de Valera, Taoiseach and later President of Ireland, supported the idea of establishing 


a Gaeltacht radio station. 


As the Irish language was valued as part of Irish national identity and a marker of the 
young state's independence, there were some broadcasts in the language such 

as Nuacht and Tréimhseachán Teann (shows with English equivalents), the latter written 
by Séamus Ó Néill and Ciarán Ó Nualláin (brother of Brian Ó Nualláin). These featured 
alongside focus on Gaelic games, Irish traditional music and Catholic 

religious programming as part of a general nation-building content focus. In the 1940s, 
there were shows which sought to proactively teach the language such as /s Your Irish 
Rusty? and Listen and Learn. Irish-language programming suffered from a shortage of 
materials and for audience figures. In 1943, Taoiseach Eamon de Valera - whose 

wife Sinéad Ni Fhlannagáin was a keen Conradh na Gaeilge activist - promoted the idea 
of a Gaeltacht station again, but there was no breakthrough. By this time, 2RN had 
become Radio Eireann and still only had one channel, with limited broadcasting hours, 
often in competition for listeners with BBC Radio and Radio Luxembourg. 


In the 1950s, a general liberalisation and commercialisation, 

indeed Americanisation began to occur in Ireland, as a push was made to move Ireland 
from a rural-agrarian society with a protectionist cultural policy, towards a market 
economy basis, with supply and demand the primarily basis of public communications. 
This brought Ireland into line culturally with the Western powers and eventually paved 
the way for its entrance into the European Economic Community. In 1960, RTE was 
established and direct control of communications moved from a government ministry 
position to a non-governmental RTE Director-General position, first filled by the 
American, Edward Roth. Previous cultural policies, including broadcasting in Irish, 
reduced in percentage, as ratings and profit became key. Eventually, in the late 1960s, 
a civil rights movement in the Gaeltacht, particularly Conamara emerged, seeking 
development and services for Irish-speakers, including a radio service. Out of 

the Gluaiseacht Chearta Siabhialta na Gaeltachta's advocacy came the pirate 

radio station Saor Raidió Chonamara in 1970. This set the subsequent discourse for 
Irish-language and Gaeltacht issues as a civil rights and minority rights imperative. 


Foundation[edit] 


Raidió na Gaeltachta headquarters in Casla, County Galway. It is located in 
the Conamara Gaeltacht. 


Gerry Collins, the Minister for Posts and Telegraphs, announced in the Dá// in February 
1971 that a new radio station for the Gaeltacht would be created. Raidió na 

Gaeltachta began broadcasting at 3pm on 2 April 1972 as part of an Easter 

Sunday programming. During the very first broadcast, the main station at Casla, County 
Galway was not yet finished and the studios in County Kerry and County Donegal were 
still in construction, so it was broadcast from Galway. The first Ceannaire (Controller) 
Pádraic O Raghallaigh opened the show, which was followed by a recording from 
President Eamon de Valera. A recording of Sean O Riada's Irish-language Mass, Ceol an 
Aifrinn (which includes the hymn Ag Críost an Síol) from the Seipéal Mhic 

Dara at Carraroe was also played. 


At foundation, the station began with a staff of seven, including six former teachers and 
a businessman: Ó Raghallaigh, Breandán Feiritéar, Timlín Ó Cearnaigh, Máirtín Ó 
Fátharta, Seán O Tuairisg, Maidhc P. O Conaola, Mícheál O Sé and Feardorcha O Colla. 
7 |nitially, Raidió na Gaeltachta broadcast for only two hours a day! and was only 
available in or near the three largest Gae/tacht districts. The local studio . 

at Derrybeg in Gweedore, County Donegal, under the direction of Ulstermen, O 
Cearnaigh and O Colla, aided the native Irish music scene there. In the 1970s, Raidió na 
Gaeltachta gave early coverage to Clannad and Mairéad Ni Mhaonaigh (later the singer 
for Altan). These groups would gain popularity not only in Ireland, but on the 
international stage, selling millions of records during the 1980s especially.4 The station 
was dedicated to bringing the listener general news, both national and international 
(which, in the context of the times meant Donegal reporters with names as 

Gaeilge having to cross British Army checkpoints into Northern Ireland), as well 

as Gaelic sports coverage and more localised affairs of significance to the community in 
the Gaeltacht.4 


Recent[edit] 


Following the putting in place of a fourth RTE national radio transmitter network (used 
for RTE lyric fm), the station expanded to 24 hours from 1 October 2001. Listenership 
figures are hard to come by, as the station does not make payments to be included 
covered in the JNLR listenership survey. It is claimed that - as it doesn't carry 
advertising (the only Irish radio station not to do so) - paying to be included in a survey 
organised mainly for the benefit of the Irish advertising industry would be a pointless 
waste of scarce funds. It is generally believed that listenership is high amongst fluent 
Irish speakers but its appeal among those learning the language is not as high 


as TG4 because (despite being available nationally) it is widely perceived as being 
oriented (as its name suggests) towards Gaeltacht residents. 


For many years it was the only Irish-language broadcaster in the country; in recent 
years it has been joined by a television service, Telefis na Gaeilge (TG4), and by 
regional community radio stations: Raidió na Life in Dublin, Raidió Fáilte in Belfast 

and Raidió Ri-Ra. 

In March 2005, RTE announced that RnaG would allow songs with English lyrics to be 
played between 21:00 and 01:00, as part of a new popular music strand. In April 2005, 
it was announced that the name of this strand would be Anocht FM (Tonight FM). On 
weeknights the strand includes a new programme, Géi// S/í (Give Way), as well as the 
existing long-running An Taobh Tuathail slot. Anocht FM will also be broadcast at 
weekends with different programmes. The new service was launched on 2 May 2005. 
The first track with English-language lyrics played was "Blister in the Sun" by the Violent 
Femmes, chosen by public vote. 


Locationsiedit] 


RnaG is based in Casla, Co. Galway. It also has studios at Gaoth Dobhair (Gweedore), 
Co. Donegal; Baile na nGall in Ard na Caithne, Co. Kerry; Castlebar, Co. Mayo; with a 
smaller studio in An Rinn, County Waterford and the RTE Radio Centre in Dublin. The 
station is operated by RTE, but has a separate advisory council, Comhairle Raidió na 
Gaeltachta, which is appointed by the RTÉ Authority. RTÉ also appoints the Ceannaire, 
or Controller, of RnaG, who has day-to-day responsibility for the service. 


Notable presentersriedit] 


See also: Category:RTÉ Raidió na Gaeltachta presenters 


SLatisticsiedit] 

Funding[edit] 

The station received a total budget of €11.3 million for 2015, !station needed 
Audiencer[edit] 


According to the 2011 JNLR survey, RnaG has a weekly listenership of 100,000 which 
equates to a 396 market share. 


This is similar to Welsh-language BBC Radio Cymru, which has 116,000 listeners and a 
2.4% share, mua 


See alsOledit] 


e Tuairisc.ie 
e BBC Radio nan Gàidheal - Scottish Gaelic (Gàidhlig) radio service. 


e List of Irish-language media 
e List of Celtic-language media 
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RTE lyric fm 


Broadcast 


area 


Slogan 


Frequency 


First air 


date 


Format 


Language(s 


) 


Owner 


Sister 


stations 


Webcast 


Website 


RTE 


lyric fm. 


Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland 
Worldwide (mainly the United 
Kingdom on satellite) 


Where Life Sounds Better 


FM 96.7-99.6 (95.2 northeast) MHz 


Digital terrestrial television 

6 November 1984 (as FM3 Classical 
Music) 

1 May 1999 (as Lyric FM)" 


Classical music and the arts 


English, Irish 


Raidió Teilifís Éireann (RTÉ) 


RTÉ Radio 1, RTÉ 2fm 


WMA, Real 


rte.ie/lyricfm/ 


RTE Lyric FM (stylised as RTE lyric fm) is an Irish classical-music and arts radio 
station, owned by the public-service broadcaster Raidió Teilifís Éireann (RTÉ). The 
station, which is based in Limerick, was launched in 1999 and is available 

on FM throughout Ireland (in some areas also on DAB), on Sky Digital satellite in Ireland 
and the United Kingdom, and via the Internet worldwide. 


Historyledit! 


RTE Lyric FM developed from FM3 Classical Music, which began broadcasting on 6 
November 1984.2! FM3 broadcast classical music on the RTE Raidió na 

Gaeltachta network at breakfast time, lunchtime and in the evenings. The station was 
rarely marketed, except via promotions on RTE Radio 1, and had low listenership 
ratings. It was probably best known for occasionally simulcasting the stereo sound track 
of movies being shown on the RTE television channels prior to RTE's deployment 

of NICAM digital stereo. 


As Raidió na Gaeltachta expanded broadcast hours FM3's service hours changed to 
19:30 till 01:00 and 06:30 till 08:00. Eventually it stayed on air until breakfast time 
when RnaG came back on. 


On 1 May 1999, RTE put in place an additional national FM transmitter network, and it 
was decided to separate FM3 from Radio na Gaeltachta, and expand its remit to include 
other types of minority music.“! The resulting station was Lyric FM (currently styled RTE 
lyric fm). It also moved from Dublin to Limerick as part of a policy of regionalisation.™ At 
the time of the station's launch, RTÉ lyric fm's digital studios in Cornmarket Row, 
Limerick, were the most advanced in the country. 


RTE Lyric FM won PPI National Station of the Year for the second time in 2004.51 
Recent history[edit] 


In May 2009, the station celebrated 10 years broadcasting.“ This was celebrated with 
a concert by the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra and RTÉ Philharmonic Choir. 
8 Current presenters include Marty Whelan, George Hamilton, John Kelly, Liz Nolan, Paul 


Herriott, Niall Carroll, Lorcan Murray, Bernard Clarke, Aedín Gormley, and Ellen Cranitch. 
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RTÉ Lyric FM attracts an audience share of 1.6%." The current head of the station is 
Aodán O Dubhghaill.22 


Recent schedule changes have caused some dissent amongst listeners and the station 
has been accused of dumbing down.22441 A petition was also launched to save the 
Sunday early morning programme "Gloria" presented by Tim Thurston.22 


Referencestiedit] 


1. ^ Jump up to:* ? “RTE lyric fm's 10th Birthday". RTE lyric fm. Archived from the original on 
8 July 2009. Retrieved 11 September 2009. 

2. ^ "RTÉ Radio's New Quality Service (Subscription required)". The Irish Times. 6 
November 1984. Retrieved 11 September 2009. 

3. ^ "Classic Moves (Subscription required)". The Irish Times. 9 September 1998. 
Retrieved 11 September 2009. 


13. 
14. 
15. 


^ "The Man From Lyric (Subscription required)". The Irish Times. 4 April 1999. 
Retrieved 11 September 2009. 


^ "2002 PPI Radio Award Archive". PPI Radio Award Archive. Retrieved 11 
September2009. 

^ "2004 PPI Radio Award Archive". PPI Radio Award Archive. Retrieved 11 
September2009. 

^ "A treasure trove of the world's greatest music for the past 10 years". The Irish Times. 
1 May 20089. Retrieved 11 September 2009. 

^ "BIRTHDAY SALUTE". RTÉ Performing Groups. Archived from the original on 13 March 
2009. Retrieved 11 September 2009. 

^ "RTE Radio new season 2009" (PDF). RTE Radio. Retrieved 17 August2009. manent dead ink 


. ^ "Presenters: Frank McNamara". RTÉ lyric fm. Archived from the original on 21 January 


2011. Retrieved 4 October 2010. 


. ^ "RTÉ lyric fm JNLR". RTÉ. Archived from the original on 21 July 2009. Retrieved 11 


September 2009. 


. ^ "RTE Entertainment: Gay Byrne Interview". RTE Entertainment. 17 August 2009. 


Retrieved 11 September 2009. 

^ "'Gloria', choral music and Lyric FM". irishtimes.com. 

^ "Changes to Lyric FM's schedule", irishtimes.com. 

^ "The Inexplicable Vanishing of some of Lyric FM's finest - 
Independent.ie". independent.ie. 


External linksieaiti 


e RTE lyric fm — Official website 


RTÉ 2XM 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 
Not to be confused with RTE 2fm. 


RTÉ 2XM 


Broadcast National - Ireland 


area 


Frequency DAB: Mux 1 
Saorview: Channel 206 


Virgin Media: Channel 944 


First air date 30 May 2007 
(Officially launched 1 December 2008) 


Format Music 

Owner Raidió Teilifís Éireann (RTÉ) 
Sister stations RTE 2fm 

Webcast WMA, Real 


Website www.rte.ie/2xm 


RTE 2XM is a digital radio station of the Irish public-service broadcaster Raidió Teilifís 
Éireann (RTÉ). RTÉ 2XM is a sister station to RTÉ 2fm and focuses on alternative and 
indie music. On 6 November 2019, RTÉ management announced that, as part of a major 
cost-saving program, all its digital radio stations would be closed, including RTE 2XM.' 


Historyledit! 


Initially RTE placed the station on the digital terrestrial television trial service in late 
October 2007. Along with five other new digital stations, RTE 2XM was launched on 1 
December 2008.2 The station plays a broad range of music 

from rock, indie, metal, electronica, alternative and nu metal and also selection of live 
music with a particular focus on music content from festivals across Europe. It was the 
first RTE digital radio station to have carried live content, with music from 

the Oxegen festival during July 2007 and the Electric Picnic and PlanetLove Summer 
Session festivals during September 2007. This continued in 2008 with the PlanetLove 
Winter Session in February. The station is available on Saorview Ireland's free to 

air DTT service. 


RTE 2XM WebTV{[edit] 


2XM WebTV debuted online during the RTE coverage of the Oxegen 2008 music festival 
on weekend of 11-14 July 2008 


Garagelandieait] 


Garageland is a weekly radio show broadcast on RTE 2XM Mondays from 8pm. The show 
is hosted by Dermot Lambert of the band Blink. The radio show brings listeners closer to 
the Irish music scene, and features music and interviews with bands from 

around Ireland. 


Notable presentersrieaditi 


e Dan Hegarty 
e John Kenny The Jk Experience 


Referencestiedit] 


1. ^ Halpin, Hayley (7 November 2019). "'Today could be our last': Breakfast presenter 
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RTÉ Chill 
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RTÉ Chill 


RT€ chill 


Broadcast area National - Ireland 


Frequency DAB: Mux 1 
Saorview: Channel 207 


Virgin Media: Channel 942 


First air date March 2008 


(Officially launched 1 December 2008) 


Format Music 

Owner Raidió Teilifís Éireann (RTÉ) 
Webcast WMA, Real 

Website rte.ie/digitalradio/chill/ 


RTÉ Chill is a digital radio station of the Irish public-service broadcaster Raidió Teilifís 
Éireann (RTÉ). It broadcasts mostly chillout and ambient music as well as other low- 
tempo genres and typically features the output of such cutting-edge artists 

as Leftfield, The Orb, Sigur Rós, and Juana Molina. 


The station, which timeshares with RTÉjr Radio is on air between 21:00 and 7:00,“ and 
is available on channel 207 on Saorview, Ireland's free-to-air Digital Terrestrial 
Television service. 


On 6 November 2019, RTÉ management announced that, as part of a major cost-saving 
program, all its digital radio stations would be closed, including RTE Chill. 


External links[edit] 
e RTE Chill — Official website 
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RTÉ Gold 


RTE COLD’ 


Broadcast National - Ireland 


area 


Frequency DAB: Mux 1 
Saorview: Channel 208 


Virgin Media: Channel 941 


First air 30 May 2007 
date (Officially launched 1 December 2008) 
Format Mainly Classic Hits (Some Adult 


Contemporary) 
Owner Raidió Teilifis Eireann (RTE) 


Website [515] 


RTE Gold is an Irish radio station broadcasting on DAB, on Saorview, online and via 
Virgin Media TV sets. 


Its DAB signal is carried by the RTÉ NL DAB multiplex on channel 12C - 227.360 MHz, 
covering 5496 of the population. It is available in Cork and Limerick cities and in the 
greater Dublin area. 


Backgroundiedit] 


The station plays music from top-selling artists spanning the decades from the 1950s to 
the 1990s, Unlike other classic hits stations RTE Gold digs deeper into artists' back 
catalogues and also plays top album tracks. 


Weekday programming has presenter led programmes from 7am - 2pm. Weekends 
there is a full presenter led schedule from 8am to 8pm. 


On 6 November 2017, presented weekday breakfast and drivetime programmes will be 
introduced, hosted by RTE radio presenters Will Leahy and Rick O'Shea. 


On 6 November 2019, RTÉ management announced that, as part of a major cost-saving 
program, all its digital radio stations would be closed, including RTE Chill. 
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External linksiedit] 


e Listen to RTE Gold on RTE Player 
e RTE digital radio service to begin, The /rish Times, 20 November 2008 


RTE Jr Radio 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
(Redirected from RTE Junior) 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


RTEjr Radio 


^ 


Broadcast National - Ireland 


area 


Frequency DAB: Mux 1 


Saorview: Channel 207 


Virgin Media: Channel 942 


First air date 1 May 2018 
(Officially launched 31 December 2008) 


Format News/Talk 

Owner Raidió Teilifís Éireann (RTÉ) 
Webcast WMA, Real 

Website rte.ie/digitalradio/rtejr 


RTÉjr Radio is a children's news digital radio station of the Irish public-service 
broadcaster Raidió Teilifís Eireann.” 


RTÉjr Radio is Ireland's first children's orientated radio station with a wide variety of 
programming from news, poetry, nursery rhymes, storytelling, dramas and more. The 
station broadcasts daily between 7:00 and 21:00 (time-sharing the DAB slot with RTE 
Chill) on DAB and Saorview in the Republic of Ireland and globally through the RTÉ 
Radio Player. 


The radio station is complemented by the RTÉjr television channel available 
on Saorview, Virgin Media Ireland, eVision, Aer TV and Sky Ireland. 


On 6 November 2019, RTÉ management announced that, as part of a major cost-saving 
program, all its digital radio stations would be closed, including RTEjr Radio." 
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RTE Pulse 
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RTÉ Pulse 


RTE pulse 


Broadcast area National - Ireland 
Frequency DAB: Mux 1 


Saorview: Channel 205 


Virgin Media: Channel 943 


Online 
First air date March 2008 
Format Electronic Dance Music 
Owner Raidió Teilifís Éireann (RTÉ) 
Sister stations RTÉ 2fm 
Website RTÉ Pulse 


RTÉ Pulse is an electronic dance music station from Raidió Teilifís Éireann (RTÉ), 
Ireland's national broadcaster. It broadcasts on the RTE DAB Multiplex and Saorview, 
Ireland's free-to-air DTT service in Ireland, as well as on Virgin Media cable television 
and over the Internet. It plays a varied mix of dance music, with a small number of 
shows covering RnB. It started broadcasting in April 2008, but had an official launch 
alongside its sister services on 1 December 2008.4 


Originally started as a jukebox service with no presenters, it now carries daily live and 
pre-recorded shows from a number of Irish DJs, including Mo K, Will Kinsella, Orla 
Feeney and international DJs and brands like Ministry of Sound, Defected, Hed 

Kandi Paul Oakenfold, Ferry Corsten, Carl Cox, Nicky Romero, Mark Knight and Judge 
Jules. 


The schedule is designed to be stranded in its approach to fulfilling its remit of 
representing all genres of dance music. It also airs specialist live shows such as: The 
Drop with Aifric O Connell, which plays the most blogged about and brand new 

music; Back2Basics, the all vinyl show, presented by Simon Palmer, which is believed to 
be the only vinyl show aired by a state broadcaster globally; as well as content from 
the Red Bull Music Academy. 


Sunday's scheduling draws very much from the eclectic styles of the genre and features 
soul, dub step, and drum and bass. 


The station also does outside broadcasts, such as from the Life Festival in 2013. As well 
as airing music from many international live events during the Re-LIVE show. 


The majority of broadcast come from RTÉ main studios in Dublin; however, the service 
also uses RTE facilities from all around the country and overseas. There are regular 
weekly live shows from the Cork, Limerick and Belfast studios. The service regularly 
broadcasts live from the RTE or BBC studios in London. 


Irish trade unions have announced they are supporting RTÉ Pulse's DJs in their push for 

pay equality at RTE. The management of RTE indicated that Pulse's presenters would be 
paid by the end of 2016. In September 2017, after this promised had not been kept, the 
NUJ publicly came out in support of DJs on RTE Pulse and the other digital radio stations 
at RTE.2 


On 6 November 2019, RTÉ management announced that, as part of a major cost-saving 
program, all its digital radio stations would be closed, including RTE Pulse. 
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RTE Radio 1 Extra 
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RTE Radio 1 Extra 


RTE RADIO 13 


Broadcast area Ireland (nationwide) 


Worldwide 


Frequency DAB: Mux 1 


Saorview: Channel 201 


Virgin Media: Channel 940 
First air date 1 December 2008 (as RTÉ Choice) 
Format Intelligent speech 
Owner Raidió Teilifís Éireann (RTÉ) 
Sister stations RTE Radio 1 
Webcast m3u 


Website RTÉ Radio 1 Extra 


RTÉ Radio 1 Extra is one of five digital radio channels produced by the Irish public- 
service broadcasting service Raidió Teilifís Eireann (RTE). 


Initially launched on 1 December 2008 as RTE Choice ™ alongside five other new digital 
channels - with one of which, also called RTÉ Radio 1 Extra but differently formatted 
(see below), it was merged in May 2013 - the channel offers a continuous service of 
what it describes as "quality speech from home and abroad". This is made up of 
programming from international English-language broadcasters such as the BBC, NPR, 
and a number of others, together with time-shifted elements from the schedule of RTÉ's 
flagship station RTE Radio 1, plus those variations from the main Radio 1 FM schedule 
(chiefly church services on Sunday mornings and extended live coverage of sporting 
events) which are currently broadcast on Radio 1's longwave (LW) frequency. Once 
Radio 1's LW service is withdrawn, these special programmes will be available only on 
Radio 1 Extra.?': On 6 November 2019, RTE management announced that, as part of a 
major cost-saving program, all its digital radio stations would be closed, including RTÉ 
Radio 1 Extra. 


Earlier incarnationieaiti 


From December 2008 until May 2013 the name RTÉ Radio 1 Extra referred to what was 
essentially a digital relay of the whole of RTE Radio 1's LW schedule (that is to say, the 
RTE Radio 1 FM schedule with variations for religious and sports programming). Until 

January 2013 this service was also available in the UK from the Astra 28.2°E satellite. 


An official report into future broadcasting policy, published by RTÉ in January 2013, 
I recommended the merger of RTE Choice and RTE Radio 1 Extra, and this was duly 
effected in May 2013 with the merged channel carrying the name RTÉ Radio 1 Extra 
although chiefly continuing the programming content of RTÉ Choice. 


See alsoreait] 


e RTE Radio 
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RTE One 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search. 
For the RTE radio station, see RTE Radio 1. 


"RTE1" redirects here. For the channel's sister service, see RTE2. 


Launched 31 December 1961 

| 

Owned by Raidio Teilifis Eireann 

| Picture format 1080i 16:9 (HDTV) (2013-) 
576i 16:9 (SDTV) (2005-) 


RTÉ One / RTÉ a hAon 


RTE ONE 


576i 4:3 (SDTV) (1961-2005) 


Audience share 25% & (31 December 2011, [1]) 


Slogan "Fuel Your Imagination" 


Country Ireland 
Language English 
Irish 


Irish Sign Language 


Broadcast area Ireland & Northern Ireland 


Worldwide (online) 
Headquarters Donnybrook, Dublin 
Formerly called Telefís Éireann (1961-1966) 
RTÉ (1966-1978) 
RTÉ 1 (1978-1995) 
Sister channel(s) RTÉ2 
RTÉ News Now 
RTÉjr 
TRTÉ 
Timeshift service RTE One +1 
Website www.rte.ie/tv/rteone. html 
Availability 


Terrestrial 


Saorview Channel 1 (HD) 


Channel 11 (+1) 


Freeview (Northern Channel 52 


Ireland only) 


Satellite 


Saorsat Channel 1 (HD) 
Channel 11 (41) 


Sky Ireland Channel 101 (SD/HD) 
Channel 201 (+1) 
Channel 801 (SD) 


Sky UK (Northern Channel 161 


Ireland only) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Ireland Channel 101 
Channel 107 (+1) 
Channel 135 (HD) 


Virgin Media Channel 875 
UK (Northern Ireland 


only) 
IPTV 
Eir TV Channel 101 
Channel 107 (+1) 
Channel 115 (HD) 
Streaming media 
Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live 
Aer TV Watch live (Ireland only) 
RTE Player Watch live (Ireland only / 


Worldwide - depending on 
rights) 


RTE One (Irish: RTÉ a hAon) is the main television channel of Irish state-owned 
broadcaster, Raidió Teilifís Eireann (RTE), and it is the most-popular and most-watched 
television channel in Ireland. It was launched as Telefis Eireann on 31 December 1961, 
it was renamed RTE in 1966, and it was renamed as RTE 1 upon the launch of RTE 2 in 
1978. It is funded partly by the government's licence fee; the remainder of the funding 
is provided by commercial advertising. Because RTE is funded partly by the licence fee 
it shows considerably fewer advertisements than most other channels available in 
Ireland and Northern Ireland. 


RTÉ One is available to 9896 of the Irish population in HD on the Saorview DTT service. It 
is also available in Northern Ireland via Saorview overspill, the UK Freeview service, 
satellite provider Sky, and cable provider Virgin Media. The channel is also available 
online through RTÉ Live. 


Historyledit! 


RTE One began life as Telefís Eireann in 1961.2! It was renamed simply as RTE in 1966, 
upon the renaming of the Radio Eireann Authority as Radio Telefis Eireann, and 
became RTE 1 upon the launch of RTE 2 in 1978.2 Originally the station broadcast in 
black and white throughout the country using the European 625-line standard, as well 
as on the 405-line television system in the northern and eastern parts of the country; 
since the mid-50s, many people in these areas already had 405-line TV sets receiving 
BBC and UTV/HTV transmissions from Wales and Northern Ireland. A standards 
conversion unit was used to provide the 405-line service, but when this electronic 
device failed, optical conversion was used, reportedly by directing a 405-line camera at 
a 625-line monitor.B! The first programme to be pre-recorded for the new television 
service was The School Around the Corner, an interview/quiz show created and 
presented by Paddy Crosbie and produced by James Plunkett.“ 


PAL colour transmissions began in 1968, and the first programme made and transmitted 
in colour was "John Hume's Derry." The first outside broadcast in colour for RTÉ 
Television was the 1971 Railway Cup Finals (Gaelic Athletic Association), and soon after 
that, the Eurovision Song Contest 1971 from Dublin. In the 1970s the studios in 

RTE's Television Centre started being equipped for colour, the first was the news studio 
in 1974, studio 2 in 1975 and finally studio 1 (the largest studio, used for productions 
such as The Late Late Show) in 1976.5! 


RTÉ was also the sole Irish TV channel until 1978, when RTÉ 2 (known as Network 2 
between 1988 and 2004) was created. The Irish language station TG4 began in 1996 as 
Teilifís na Gaeilge (TnaG). Since 1998 RTE One also competes with Virgin Media 

One (formerly known as "TV3").2 


Since it began broadcasting, RTÉ One has competed with BBC One and UTV and in 
1980s RTE began competing with other satellite and cable channels that are widely 
available across Ireland through cable subscription services due to the high take up of 
cable TV from pan-European and UK channels since the 1960s, and the continued roll 
out of MMDS and satellite during the 1980s and 1990s. 


From 1961, RTÉ Television would only broadcast from 17:35 until around 23:30 during 
the Winter months. In 1975 this changed slightly with transmission starting at around 
15:30 and concluding around midnight (00:00). 24-hour broadcasts began in the late 
1990s. In 1988, RTE One launched a schedule with a new news bulletin at 13:00. In the 
past RTE One did not offer "breakfast television" but since 2013 the station now airs an 


early morning current affairs show called Morning Edition which also simulcast on RTÉ 
News Now, Virgin Media One is the only indigenous broadcaster in direct competition for 
this early morning market with /reland AM since 1999. RTE One during the Olympics and 
special breaking news or election coverage, will provide a special bulletin in the 
mornings. 


On 6 July 2017, RTÉ One extended its on-air hours, the channel now started at 6:00am 
rather than the later 6:20 am. 


RTE One HDireaiti 


RTE One HD was launched on 16 December 2013.” 


RTÉ One is now broadcast solely in High Definition (HD) on the 

national DTT service Saorview, with the Standard Definition simulcast ending on 2 April 
2014. However RTÉ still provides a Standard Definition (SD) output of RTÉ One to pay 
television operators on cable and satellite, for those subscribers who still have 
equipment that does not support HD. 


RTÉ Television decided to launch the new HD service just before the Christmas period to 
draw audiences attention to the new service available to viewers. RTE have started to 
convert their main production studios to HD, the first being studio 5 in 2012, which is 
used mainly for sports productions. Any programmes still made in standard-definition 
are upscaled on the channel and it is intended that the vast majority of the channel's 
output will be in high-definition in due course. RTÉ One in SD will continue to be 
available on Virgin Media Ireland until more of their customers have upgraded to HD. 


Sky Ireland launched the channel on 14 December 2015, as part of a new long-term 
partnership with RTÉ, however the channel hasn't been made available on Sky UK's 
Northern Ireland EPG. In response to queries, RTÉ currently advises Northern Ireland 
Sky subscribers to contact Sky on the matter whereas Sky replies that it's an issue for 
RTE as to whether they make their HD channel available. 


RTE One +1 {edit 


A timeshift channel for RTE One (RTE One +1) was launched on 27 May 2011" and 
shares channel space with RTEjr.2 The channel was made available on Saorview from 
its launch, UPC Ireland replaced City Channel with RTE One +1 on 13 March 

2012. Reeling in the Years does not broadcast on this channel. 


It was referred to as RTÉ One Deferred in the Easy TV commercial DTT multiplex 
application, Easy TV was made up of RTE NL and UPC Ireland.22 RTE had also plans to 
create a third channel called RTÉ Three along with RTÉ One Deferred as reported in the 
Sunday Business Post in May 2008.22 


RTÉ Three was dropped for the alternative RTÉ Plus/RTÉjr. RTÉ Plus would have initially 
been a time shift channel for RTÉ One's prime time schedule, starting each night at 
19:00 after RTÉjr ends for the night. This "Phase 1" of RTÉ plus was to begin 
broadcasting in May 2011. "Phase 2" of RTÉ Plus was to be made up of an entirely 
different schedule to that of RTÉ One, RTÉ had hoped that this would be made available 
in May 2012." Minister Pat Carey gave the go ahead for RTE One +1 for a maximum of 
4 years at which point it will be reviewed. He did not give permission for the second 
phase in the channel as he was advised by the BAI that it may cause problems for 
commercial service providers such as TV3. 


As part of a new long-term partnership with Sky, RTE One +1 launched on Sky channel 
115 on 14 December 2015, moving RTÉ2 HD down to 278.23 On 1 May 2018, the +1 
channels and the Entertainment & Documentaries channel sections were moved to 201 
- 299 to coincide with the non +1 channel. For example, RTE One is on channel 101, and 
RTE One +1 is on 201.28 


When launched, RTE One +1 broadcast from 19:00 to approximately 02:00. On 15 
February 2019, RTE One +1 began broadcasting 24 hours a day to coincide with the 
launch of RTE2 41.22 


Budgetieait] 
References 


The following figures were issued by RTE as part of their Annual reports 20082* and 
201204 


Income 
Income Type 2008 2012 
Licence Fee €81,992,000 €56,139,000 
Commercial Income €106,496,000 €65,351,000 
Total Income €188,488,000 €121,490,000 
Total Costs 
Cost Type 2008 2012 
Network eo related €17,773,000 €14,362,000 
Sales Costs €5,278,000 not given 
Acquired Programming €13,614,000 €14,897,000 
Irish Productions €147,999,000 €100,478,000 
Total Costs €184,664,000 €129,737,000 
Profit and Loss 
2008 2012 
€3,824,000 (€8,247,000) 
Breakdown of Irish Productions 
Production House 2008 2012 


RTÉ €93,454,000 €70,448,000 


Independent Producers €54,545,000 €30,030,000 


Total €147,999,000 €100,478,000 


The table below outlines RTÉ One's total in-house and commissioned programming by 
genre in 2008 and 2012: 


Genre 2008 2012 
Factual €42,951,000 €27,919,000 
Drama €38,776,000 €21,425,000 
Entertainment £23,916,000 £13;07 5,000 
Music €2,215,000 €1,311,000 
e €38,834,000 €30,866,000 
Sport €1,305,000 €884,000 
Young Peoples Programming 
Total €147,999,000 €100,478,000 


Programmingledit] 
2015/2016 Seasonredit] 


On 13 August 2015, RTÉ One revealed its 2015/2016 line-up. As part of the new 
schedule two new dramas will debut on the channel these include the four-part drama 
series Clean Break (2015) and five-part drama series Rebellion (due in 2016).29 The 
2015/2016 schedule has a stronger focus on documentaries and a lesser focus on 
domestic drama when compared to previous seasons.2u 


RTÉ One airs a variety of programmes each week, both homegrown programming and 
imported programming. A typical week of programming on RTE One would be as 
follows: On Sunday night RTÉ's flagship talent show The Voice of Ireland airs at 18.30, 
with the results show following soap opera Fair City at 20.30. Dragon's Den airs at 21.30 
on Sunday nights. On Monday nights at 21.35, there is a questions and answers style 
show called Claire Byrne Live hosted by Claire Byrne. The long running chat show The. 
Late Late Show hosted by Ryan Tubridy airs Friday nights from 21.35, it is the longest 
running chat show in the world. On Saturday night, game show The Million Euro 
Challenge airs at around 20.15, 7he Saturday Night Show airs at around 21.45, similar 
to The Late Late Show it has a variety of celebrity guests and music performances. Irish 
soap opera Fair City airs four times a week on RTE One, it airs Sundays at 20:30, 
Tuesdays, and Thursdays at 20.00, and Wednesdays at 19.30, Fair City is similar to the 
British format for soap operas such as Coronation Street. RTE One also airs British soap 
opera EastEnders weekly at the same times as BBC One. RTE One also air a host of films 
throughout the week including the midweek movie on Wednesday at 21:30 and the big 


big movie (usually a children's film) Saturdays at 18:30. RTÉ One also air news coverage 
throughout the week including a 13:00, 18:00, and 21:00 news broadcast every day. 


News and current affairs[edit] 
Main article: RTÉ News and Current Affairs 


RTÉ News and Current Affairs provides all of RTÉ One's News and Current Affairs 
Programming. 


RTÉ News and current affairs television programmes include: 
News programming 


e Morning Edition 
e RTE News: One 


e RTE News: Headlines (broadcast at regular intervals in the 


O'Clock m" morning, early afternoon and at night) 
: E News: SIX. «Nuacht RTE 
: RTÉ Need * RTE News with Signing 

O'Clock 


Current Affairs Programming 


e Prime Time 
e Prime Time Investigates 
e Claire Bryne Live 


e The Week in e One To One & Eu 
Politics e Oireachtas Para 
e Nationwide Report Report 


RTÉ News and Current Affairs coverage of all major political events such as General 
Elections, Budgets, Local and European Elections and Referendums. Since 2000 RTE has 
covered the US Presidential Elections live. It also covers major political stories from the 
Northern Irish Assembly, including elections. 


Diversity[edit] 


RTÉ as a public service broadcaster is committed to providing awareness about the 
diverse communities found within Ireland. RTE aims to providing access to different 
groups through different mediums. 


RTÉ Diversity provides awareness of Ireland's multicultural society. From 2002, RTÉ 
produced a weekly multicultural show called Mono. The show aired between 2002 
and 2005 and had a similar format as Nationwide; but focused more on multicultural 
issues and had reports from all parts of the country. The show was produced by Kairos 
Communications for RTÉ22 and was presented by Shalini Sinha. 


RTÉ Diversity commissions a monthly show for individuals with hearing impairments or 
deafness. Hands On (originally called Sign of the Times) airs every Sunday morning. The 
show is presented using Irish Sign Language. The show is also subtitled using Irish or 
English subtitles. In 2009, the number of Hands On programmes were reduced by 6096, 
from 20 to 7.23 


Diversity has also been showcased on RTÉ Dramas: The Riordans and Glenroe featured 
several characters from the Irish Travelling Community. Fair City and The Clinic have 
showcased a broader range of diversity which includes members of the Roma 


community, LGBT movement, African heritage, Eastern Europe and other ethnic 
minorities groups in Ireland. 


In April 2010, RTÉ revealed a new multicultural programme which will air from March 
2011. The show has a budget of €45,000 per episode.2 


Cláracha Gaelige[edit] 


In 1967 RTÉ produced a number of Irish programmes to help people learn the Irish 
Language, Buntús Cainte was presented by Maire O'Neill and Aileen Geoghegan.2# In 
the early 1990s they co-produced a similar show with BBC Northern Ireland called Vow 
You're Talking it was based around the Ulster Dialect of Irish. In they early 2000s they 
produced a new series called Turas Teanga presented by newsreader Sharon Ni 
Bheolain.22 


During Seachtain na Gaeilge (Irish Language Week) continuity is provided through the 
Irish Language. During this week they also have a range of shows that promote the 
learning or use of the Irish language. In 2010 they produced An Cór with Fiachna O 
Braonain.24 


RTE also produce the highly successful Irish Language documentary 
strands Leargas, Scannal and CSI (These are first shown on RTE One with repeats 
on TG4). Nuacht RTE provides a round-up of the day's events at 17:40 each weekday. 


Education[edit] 


In the early years of Teilifis Eireann most of the educational shows were aimed at 
children such as Dáithí Lacha. In more recent years they have produced literacy 
programmes for adults such as Read, Write, Now presented by Derek Mooney.2s 


Regional[edit] 


Nationwide is RTÉ's main regional programme, in 2010 Gala began sponsoring the 
show. The shows average audience for 2009 was 400,000 viewers. The show began 
airing in the early 1990s. In 1999 RTE tested opt out for Dublin, Cork and Galway on 
UHF signals, however Chorus (a Dublin cable operator at the time) aired the Galway 
edition, while NTL (the other Dublin cable operator aired the Dublin version).2 RTE do 
not provide local opt-out or regional news. However RTE Cork produces a number of 
other Irish shows. Capital D was a programme for Dublin (similar in style to Nationwide), 
presented by Anne Cassin, it took a look at issues in Dublin. The programme did not 
return in 2012. Ear to the Ground is a farming magazine show. Nationwide is produced 
by RTE Factual while Ear to the Ground is produced by Independent Films for RTE. 


Drama and comedyr[edit] 
1960s[edit] 


In 1961 as Teilifis Eireann got ready to begin broadcasting it appointed Hilton 

Edwards as head of Drama, he was heavily involved in Irish theatre at the time. At this 
early stage they produced many international and local plays for television audiences 
such as Antigone, The Wild Duck, The Fire Raisers, The Government Inspector, The 
Physicists, Martine, The Well of the Saints, Candida, The Man of Destiny, In the Shadow 
of the Glen, Church Street, The Field, The Plough and the Stars, The Shadow of a 
Gunman and The Hostage. Both of Edwards' successors Jim Fitzgerald and Chloe Gibson 
would continue with stage play adaptations but would also look for original dramas for 
television. Hugh Leonard adapted James Joyce's Dubliners under the title Dublin and in 
1966 he wrote /nsurrection an 8-part real-time series which depicted the events of 


the 1916 Easter Rising which was broadcast on Easter Week on the 50th anniversary of 
the rising, it was RTÉ biggest drama production of the 1960s, involving on location 
filming and the Army. In its first ten years on the air RTE produced 103 plays of which 
6696 were Irish and 5096 began life as stage plays. Half of the drama produced came 
from serials such as the Dublin based urban soap To/ka Row which began broadcasting 
in 1964 and finished in 1968. In terms of population RTE was one of Europe's biggest 
producers of television drama.2 


In 1965 The Riordans began broadcasting, this would begin the Wesley Burrowes trilogy 
of Irish Agrisoaps (Agricultural based dramas), it was followed by Bracken in 1978 (and 
was aired on RTE One) as Gabriel Byrne's character (Pat Barry) moved 

from Kilkenny to Wicklow and in 1982 two of Bracken's main characters Dinny and Milie 
Byrne moved to Glenroe which ran until 2001. 


1970s[edit] 


In the 1970s RTÉ produced several urban dramas set outside Dublin. ' The Burke 
Enigma began in 1975 and was RTE's first police procedural something that they did not 
return to very often. Partners in Practice was RTE's first medical drama and was loosely 
based on successful TV formats from abroad such as Emergency Ward 10, Dr. Finlay's 
Casebook, Marcus Welby M.D. and Dr. Kildare. Partners in Practice was set in the new 
sprawling suburban Dublin in the fictional town of Sallybawn. Sallybawn was based on 
the new 1970s sprawling developments such as Tallaght. The series was set in the 
fictional Sallybawn Health Centre. It ran for one season in 1972 and was written 

by Carolyn Swift. In 1978 Louis Lentin became head of RTÉ Drama having produced 
Uncle Vanya (1970), King of Friday's Men (1967) and King of the Castle (1977).83 He 
started 7hursday Playdate, these were once of plays which dramatized current events 
and current affairs in Ireland. He would also be responsible for The Spike a controversial 
drama that was to run for 10 weeks only to be taken of the after the fifth episode. 
Problems surrounded both the content (A very critical look at the VEC system in Irish 
Education) and poor scriptwritting to deal with major issues.54 


1980s[edit] 


RTÉ One had a major success with 1980s Strumpet City based on the novel by James 
Plunkett about the 1913 Dublin Lockout. It was successfully sold around the world to 
various countries including the USSR. The Year of The French was a major follow up 
period drama with twice the production budget as Strumpet City, however it was not as 
successful. The Year of The French was one of the many co-productions that RTE 
produced during the 1980s, it was co-produced with the UK's Channel 4 and 

France's FR2. 


In 1983 RTE produced a World War II drama titled Caught in a Free State. The four-part 
series was set against the backdrop of Irish Neutrality during the Second World War. It 
surrounded the true stories of German Spies in Ireland. The series was a co-production 
with Channel 4. Other Channel 4/RTE co-productions from the 1980s include The Irish 
R.M. and Echoes. 


In the mid-1980s RTÉ developed a sitcom called Leave /t to Mrs O'Brien which centred 
on the housekeeper of a Parish Priest. It is often quoted as one of the comedies which 
shows that RTE cannot produce good comedy. The series was a critical and audience 
failure. RTÉ would not produce another sitcom until the mid-1990s, while being 
criticized for not commissioning another series that featured a Parish Priest 
Housekeeper. 


In 1989, RTÉ returned with a new drama series based in Dublin city called Fair City. In 
2010, the show has celebrated its 20th anniversary since it first broadcast. The show 
continues to air four nights a week on RTE One. 


1990s[edit] 


In 1993, RTÉ One began to broadcast TG4's soap Ros na Rün. The show initially 
broadcast for a short season each year. The show no-longer airs on RTÉ One, but 
instead airs each night on TG4. The show also airs on television in Scotland and 
America. In 1994 RTE broadcast Family by Roddy Doyle, a co-production with the BBC. 


In 1993 RTÉ produced a sitcom set in a newspaper office called Extra! Extra! Read All 
About It! (also known as Extra! Extra!). It was poorly received, critics stating the scripts 
lacked any humour and that the direction was poor. Reviewing the programme for 

the Sunday Independent, writer Colm Tóibín called it "probably the worst programme 
RTE has ever shown".22 The /rish Times' Brendan Glacken was equally scathing: 
"Speaking of Extra! Extra!, as | am afraid we still must, even seasoned RTÉ observers 
seem unable to answer the question why a series so pathetically weak should have 
been allowed to reach the screen at all".39 The /rish Independent later listed it as one of 
the worst Irish TV shows ever.3z 


In the mid-1990s RTÉ return to sitcom with the development of Upwardly Mobile which 
ran for 3 seasons. The series was a critical failure but it often land in RTE top 
programmes each week. At the same time British station Channel 

4 commissioned Father Ted, which RTE is often incorrectly accused of turning down. 
RTE would not return to sitcoms until 2001 when The Cassidys appeared on RTÉ 

Two this was also a failure however two other successive comedies appeared in the 
same year on RTE Two, Bachelors Walk and Paths to Freedom. RTE One's next comedy 
series would not appear until 2003 with the arrival of Ki/linaskully. 


In the late 1990s RTÉ co-produced many period dramas based on novels by significant 
modern day Irish novelists, such as Falling for a Dancer and Amongst Women. They also 
produced the police procedural Making the Cut and its spin-off series DDU. 


2000s[edit] 


As a replacement for the axed rural soap G/enroe RTE commissioned On Home Ground, 
surrounding a rural GAA club.&? The series was not well received and was replaced in 
2003 by The Clinic. The Clinic was an award-winning primetime television medical 
drama series produced by Parallel Film Productions for RTÉ. The show ran for seven 
seasons between September 2003 to November 2009. The last ever episode aired on 
RTE One on Sunday, 15 November 2009. The show was so successful that it also aired 
in Finland, New Zealand, Australia, Iceland, Scotland and Portugal. 


Since 2000 RTÉ has increased its output of specialized dramas. These drama's have 
discussed a broad range of issues such as the Irish Hepatitis C scandal in No. 
Tears (2002):2 which featured Academy Award Winner Brenda Fricker. 


In 2003 RTÉ returned to comedy with the rural based Killinaskully series. The series was 
produced by Irish Comedian Pat Shortt. The series was a critical failure but according to 
one critic this was due to the rural/urban divide and "because TV critics tend to stand 
very firmly on one side of that gap, they have seldom attempted to understand the 
popularity of something so old-fashioned, predictable and lazy.".4" The series was a 
huge audience success for the channel often getting over 500,000 every Sunday night, 
with its Christmas specials becoming some of Ireland's most watched TV programmes 
during its run. 


In 2004 RTÉ co-produced with Denmark's TV2 a gritty drama series based on criminality 
in Dublin City. Proof aired for two seasons and starred Orla Brady. In 2006 RTÉ 
broadcast a fictional drama based on a nuclear fallout called Fallout. Following this 
another drama appeared on RTE One in September 2006, the docudrama about 

the Stardust disaster, entitled Stardust, to mark the 25th anniversary of the incident. 


In 2007, RTÉ began the drama series Single-Handed. Three episodes of the series ran 
over the course of three years when ITV bought the rights to the show in 2009, which 
led to the co-production of the 4th series with Britain's ITV. 


In 2007, RTE aired Damage a drama which focused on rape and sexual abuse. In 2008, 
RTE produced Whistleblower this drama highlighted irregular obstetric practices within 
Irish hospitals. Another drama in 2008 included Bitter Sweet. This drama follows the 
difficulties encountered by three female friends who undergo difficult changes to their 
respective lives. 


In 2009 RTE commissioned a second Pat Shortt comedy titled Mattie." Mattie initially 
centred on the move of a rural Garda to the big city, however the series received poor 
reviews and audience figures were lacklustre. RTE attempted to re-launch the show 
asSTG Mattie the following year this time keeping Garda Mattie in country surrounding 
and adding a laughter track.“ 


In June 2009 RTÉ broadcast Father & Son co-produced with ITV. 
2010s[edit] 


The 2010 Live Aid biopic When Harvey met Bobby (surrounding the relationship 
between Bob Geldof and Harvey Goldsmith) was co-produced with the BBC. Wild 
Decembers based on the novel by Edna O'Brien aired at Christmas 2010.“ 


In 2010 their drama series Raw moved from RTÉ Two to RTÉ One. RAW ran for 5 
seasons with its final season airing in 2013. The series centred on a busy Dublin 
Restaurant. 


The series Love/Hate (starring Aidan Gillen) detailing the lives of the Dublin's criminal 
underworld began in 2010. Love/Hate has since gone on to become one of Ireland most 
respected TV drama's, a 5th season is due to air on RTE One in 2014. 


In 2011 RTÉ co-produced Brendan O'Carroll's Mrs. Brown's Boys with Boxpic and BBC 
Scotland for BBC One. The series airs first on RTE One as BBC One is largely available 
across Ireland. 


The BBC Two detective drama The Fall starring Gillian Anderson was produced in 
association with RTE and aired on RTE One. RTE will also air Quirke a Dublin-based 
detective series, starring Gabriel Byrne and commissioned by the BBC and The Irish Film 
Board. 


A drama surrounding the disappearance of a young girl aired in 2014, titled Amber. It is 
directed by Thaddeus O'Sullivan and stars Eva Birthistle and David Murray. Due to 
financial difficulties at RTE the series broadcast date was postponed for 2 years, the 
four-part series aired across 4 consecutive days. The four-part caused controversy with 
viewers and critics due its open ending. 


It was reported that a 5th season of Single Handed was to be produced by RTÉ and ITV, 
however the series did not get the required funding. A drama surrounding the Irish 
banking crisis has yet to be announced.“ 


A series surrounding the life of former Taoiseach Charlie Haughey is expected in 2015. 
Aidan Gillen will play the title role in Haughey. 


For the first time in nearly 30 years RTÉ returned to the Television play in 2014. Three 
Irish writers Fiona Looney, Deirdre Purcell and Pat McCabe wrote 3 different plays 

for Play Next Door. The writers were sent to different parts of the country and were told 
to set their work in a building in the locality. A documentary followed each of the writers 
as they lived in the towns, it was followed by the play. 


Entertainment[edit] 
Chat shows[edit] 


RTÉ's flagship chat show is The Late Late Show. It has aired on the channel since the 
summer of 1962. It is the second longest-running chat show and the Europe's longest- 
running chat show. From 1962 until 1999 it was presented by Gay Byrne. In September 
1999, Pat Kenny took over the role and after hosting nine seasons as Late Late host he 
stepped down to host a new political programme. In September 2009, Ryan 

Tubridy took over as host. In its early years the show was known for its controversies. 
Most Irish chat shows continue to use a similar formula to The Late Late Show, most 
shows are live and contain a mix of serious and entertaining interviews. 


In the late 1970s and early 1980s the biggest rival to The Late Late Show was The Live 
Mike, hosted by Mike Murphy. The show was a mix of comedy sketches and interviews. 
Mike Murphy decided to leave the show and it was replaced by Saturday Live in the 
mid-1980s, the series had a new host each week. It in turn was replaced by Kenny 
Live hosted by Pat Kenny, who had been a guest presenter on Saturday Live. Kenny 
Live was more entertainment focused then 7he Late Late Show, however towards the 
end of the show Pat Kenny would do a one-to-one interview on topical subjects, e.g. 
Families of missing people. 


Most summers RTÉ provide a chat show. They have included Limelight hosted 

by Carrie Crowley, Good Grief Moncreiff hosted by Sean Moncreiff, BiBi hosted 

by Bibi Baskin, Kennedy hosted by Mary Kennedy and the most recent 

series Saturday Night with Miriam with Miriam O'Callaghan. The show is well known 

for its wide variety of guests, which often include musicians, who usually perform on the 
show. The Duckworth Lewis Method made their television debut on Saturday Night with 
Miriam in 2009's season opener.“ 


Before hosting The Late Late Show, Ryan Tubridy hosted his own Saturday night chat 
show between 2004 and 2009, called Tubridy Tonight. After Pat Kenny left Kenny Live 
RTE produced a similar series to the 1980s Saturday Live this time called Saturday 
Night Live again with a different host each week, the series last until 2002. In 2003 The 
Late Late Show went into competition with Dunphy Live on TV3, however it only lasted 
until December 2003. Though RTE had stopped producing a Saturday Night chatshow 
that year, TV3 decided to air Dunphy Live on a Friday Night. 


RTE produced two pilot shows for Saturday Night in 2010. The Saturday Night Show 
(2010-2015) and Tonight with Craig Doyle (2010). Both of these shows are aimed 
to replace the highly successful Tubridy Tonight which ended in 2009, 


Hosted by Brendan O'Connor called The Saturday Night Show it was given an initial run 
of 8 weeks, it now airs every Saturday night. 


Craig Doyle was also given his own chat show.'?! It replaced The Saturday Night 
Show. Tonight with Craig Doyle and ran on RTE One from 18 April 2010 for 8 weeks.“ 


In 2011 Gay Byrne returned with For One Night Only. It started with an hour-long 
interview with boyband Westlife, which included many of their hits, similar episodes 
included Imelda May and Christy Moore. 


In 2013 Imelda May returned for her own music show The Imelda May Show. 
Game shows/quiz shows[edit] 


In the 1960s and 1970s RTÉ ran the Quicksilver quiz show presented by Bunny Carr. 
The show would tour the country and visit different towns. The contestants were picked 
at random to answer the questions, due to this random selection process the show is 
fondly remembered for questions such as "What the term for a male bee?" and the 
answer "a wasp?". It also coined an Irish phrase "stop the lights", usually stated when 
something is surprising. 


In the 1980s RTE produced game shows like Play the Game, and Gerry 

Ryan's Secrets and quiz shows "Murphy's Micro-Quiz-M" (hosted by Mike 

Murphy), Where in the World? (hosted by Theresa Lowe), Rapid Roulette (hosted by 
Maxi) and Know Your Sport (hosted by George Hamilton). 


Since 1989 RTÉ have produced a game show with the Irish National Lottery. Winning 
Streak was the first such show originally hosted by Mike Murphy, who had had previous 
success with his chat show The Live Mike and the Irish version of Candid Camera. He 
had also present Mike's Micro Quiz a family quiz show that included a "hi-tech" games 
machine. Winning Steak started off as a half-hour show on Friday nights in the late 
1980s and by the mid-1990 was an hour-long Saturday night game show. In the mid- 
1990s Winning Streak was joined by other National Lottery game shows 

including Millionaire and Fame and Fortune hosted by Marty Whelan, Telly Bingo hosted 
by Liz Bonnin. 


In the 1990s RTE had international success with The Lyrics Board, while it was derided 
by the critics the format was sold in many European countries. The show was originally 
presented by Aonghus McAnally during its initially run and in the 2000s by Linda Martin. 
Quiz shows included Challenging Times (hosted by Kevin Myres) and Dodge The 
Question (hosted by Jonathan Philbin Bowman). The 1990s saw RTE's version 

of Talkabout hosted by lan Dempsey and later by Alan Hughes. 


After Gay Byrne's decision to leave The Late Late Show, he was brought back by the 
station to host the Irish version of Who Wants to be a Millionaire however after two 
seasons the show was dropped as RTE were unable to find a sponsor 

after Vodafone Eircell pulled its sponsorship, the producers (Tyrone Productions) and 
RTÉ were in discussions with the National Lottery for a scratch card version of the show, 
ironically the National Lottery had defended the use of the term Millionaire a number of 
years previously due to its scratch card and TV game show Millionaire hosted by Marty 
Whelan for RTÉ. RTÉ One broadcast two editions of the Irish version of Test the 

Nation presented by Miriam O'Callaghan in 2006 and 2007. 


Music[edit] 


e RTE One has shown many Irish traditional music shows including The Pure 
Drop and Come West Along The Road. 

e Number 1 was a pop music quiz show from the 1980s and they also aired Top of the 
Pops. 

e During the 1980s they had several live music shows with famous Irish stars of the 
time including 7he Sandy Kelly Show. 

e Inthe late 1980s and early 1990s Marty Whelan hosted a popular talent search 
called GFI: Go For It. In the mid-1990s RTE co-produced a talent series with BBC 
Northern Ireland called Let Me Entertain You hosted by Gerry Ryan, a 16-year- 
old Samantha Mumba was one of the finalists. 


e RTE One has also several documentaries about Irish Country Music and the 
Showband era entitled A Little Bit Country/Showband, hosted and produced by Shay 
Healey. In 2009 they broadcast A// /reland Choir Competition 2009. 


Reality TV[edit] 


Since the start of the 2000s RTÉ have produced several Reality TV programmes for RTÉ 
One. In 2001, RTE One broadcast the successful Popstars format to find Ireland's next 
top pop band. The eventual winners were the band members of Six, including on Nadine 
Coyle, however due to her age at the time she had to be drop from the band, she went 
on to appear in Popstars: The Rivals on ITV1 and through that became a member of the 
girl band Girls Aloud.» Due to the success in the Popstars format RTE set about looking 
for a new series for 2002, You're a Star was a similar show to American Idol and The X 
Factor, running from 2002 to 2008, during which they select acts to go to the Eurovision 
Song Contest. |n 2008 it was replaced by the A// Ireland Talent Show." The All Ireland 
Talent Show has since been replaced by the international Singing format The Voice of 
Ireland which begins on RTÉ One in January 2012. In 2010 they broadcast Fame: The 
Musical a reality TV talent search for stars of the stage version of the highly successful 
film and TV series Fame.sa 


Other reality shows include two seasons (2001 and 2002) of Treasure Island similar in 
format to Survivor. Senator Mark Daly appeared in the second series, coming third 
overall. Cabin Fever (2003) which had a group of people set sail around the Irish 
coast, this caused controversy when the ship ran aground halfway through the series. 


RTÉ One has also produce celebrity versions of their reality TV shows. Charity You're a 
Star, Celebrity Farm and Fáilte Towers have all gained respectable audiences but critics 
have been less than impressed. RTE's most successful celebrity reality TV is The. 
Restaurant. 


Factual[edit] 


Garda Patrol ran for a number of years on RTÉ One. It was a fifteen-minute weekly show 
asking for help with crimes from the public. In the early 1990s RTÉ revamped the show 
as a monthly hour-long show called Crime Line, hosted by David Harvey and Marian 
Finucane?! (Towards the end of the series was hosted by Anne Doyle). In the mid-2000s 
RTE replaced CrimeLine with a similar show Crime Call. Crime Call is presented by Anne 
Cassin and Con Murphy. 


e Radharc (an Irish term for view, vision, spectacle or sight) aired from the 1960s and 
the 1990s. They were documentaries filmed by Catholic priests. The series produced 
400 documentaries which focused on some regional stories but mainly international 
stories about Catholic Missionaries around the world and world events. The series 
came about during the 1950s as public discussion centred on the new television 
services. The documentaries all took a religious angle on events. The Irish Film 
Institute (IFI) are the custodians of the Radharc documentaries.58 

e To the Waters and the Wild 

e Waterways 

e Who Do You Think You Are? 

e Blood of the Irish 


History[edit] 


e Reeling in the Years is one of RTE most popular history strands, it provides a history 
of Ireland from 1962 to 2009, it began as part of RTE Autumn 1999 schedule as 


Reeling in the Years 1980s, 1990s in 2000, 1970s in 2002, 1960s in 2004 most 
recently 2000s in 2010 it's possible a future series on the 2010s will be made in 
2020. It was archive clips from Irish and international archives showing the big 
events of the world from an Irish perspective including 2 Eurovision wins, 3 Irish 
general elections in one year, the Recession, Migration, DeLorean Motor 
Company, GUBU, Ronald Reagan's visit to Ireland, All Ireland Championship wins 
etc. 1960-1969, 1970-1979 and 1990-1999 were all broadcast, events included the 
Dublin/Monaghan bombings, U2's first TV appearance, Slane Concerts, the axing 
of The Riordans, Riverdance, Miley and Fidelma's hay shed love in G/enroe, Twin 
Peaks to more serious news such as the Omagh bombings, The Good Friday 
Agreement, The resignation of the Minister for Foreign Affairs Ray Burke and the 
inauguration of president Mary Robinson etc. 

True Lives 

Hidden Histories 


Arts[edit] 


Arts Lives is a series of arts documentaries produced by independent producers for 
RTE. They may also be co-funded by other broadcasters from around Europe. Some 
of the documentaries include: The Riordans: Tea, Taboos & Tractors about the 
successful rural soap opera, John O'Conor's Beethoven Boot Camp, Hugh Leonard: 
Odd Man In, Patrick Collins: Through Sligo Eyes, Graham Linehan - Funny 

Business and Ronnie Drew - September Song.=! 

The View was a weekly arts and cultural review programme broadcast each Tuesday 
night up until 2011. It was original broadcast on RTE Two as Later on 2. 


Young people's programmesr[edit] 
Main article: RTÉ Young People's Programmes 


Up to 1988 the majority of RTÉ's children's programmes were aired on RTÉ One. In the 
early years these shows included Dáithí Lacha an Irish Language animated series about 
a duck. In the 1970s they produced Wanderly Wagon which was developed for RTE 

by Eugene Lambert and a spin-off show in the 1980s called Fortycoats & Co. however 
Eugene Lambert is on the record as saying that he was not involved and that RTÉ just 
rehashed old Wanderly Wagon stories. The 1980s saw RTÉ's first Saturday morning 
children's strand called Anything Goes, this was followed by Action Station 

Saturday and Pajo's Junkbox. In the 1990s their Saturday mornings included Pajo's The 
Whole Shabang and Scratch Saturday which included 7he Fanta Roadshow Chart with 
Andy Ruane, various changes took place on Saturday mornings during the 1990s with 
the final RTÉ One children's morning strand coming from RTÉ Cork called The Swamp. In 
the late 1990s all children's weekend programming was fully moved to Network 

2 with 7/X and The Disney Club. Dempsey's Den aired on the channel from 1986 to 


1988, Zig and Zag made their debuts on RTÉ One. Since 1988 the majority of RTÉ's 
children programming airs on its sister channel RTÉ Two. RTÉ Two provide different 
strands of programming tailored at different age groups these include: RTÉjr (1- to 6- 
year-olds), TRTE (7- to 15-year-olds), TwoTube (16- to 22-year-olds). Since 2011 RTÉ 
has a dedicated service for preschoolers called RTEjr. 


Every Saturday night RTÉ One at 18:30 airs The Big Big Movie this strand features 
movies which a tailored towards a family audience. 


Daytimer[edit] 


In the early 1980s, RTÉ began testing daytime television for audiences on RTÉ One. This 
was a major commitment since RTÉ Two was failing to gain audience that it required. 
Their first daytime show was hosted by Thelma Mansfield - one of their regular 
continuity announcers - Good Afternoon was a mix of live interviews, music, children's 
television and soap operas.!€! 


In 1986, RTÉ debuted its new afternoon show which featured a mixture of daytime chat 
and children's television. In September the channel aired Live at 3 broadcasting from 
15:00 each weekday. This was followed by a new children's series Dempsey's Den. 

su Live at 3 was presented by Derek Davis and Thelma Mansfield from 1986 to 1997. It 
included a broad range of topics (healthcare, cookery, DIY, fashion and culture). It was a 
major departure for the daytime schedule and in an interview with TV Now Derek Davis 
described how many other European broadcasters were travelling over to Ireland to visit 
this mix genre daytime TV chat show. 


In 1997 with the departure of Derek Davis, Live at 3 was merged with another TV series 
called 12 to 1. 12 to 1 was similar in style to Live at 3 only it concentrated on Light chat 
with hosts Marty Whelan and Ciana Campbell. Ciana Campbell had prior to this tested 
out a live afternoon phone in show (called Over to You), similar in format to RTE Radio's 
successfully Liveline, this eventually led to 12 to 1.1 


In the late 1990s Marty Whelan, Ciana Campbell and Thelma Mansfield all remained as 
part of the daytime TV line-up and featured on PM Live. In 1999, Thelma Mansfield 
retired from RTE to concentrate on her art career. This later led to the demise of PM 
Live, which was replaced in September 1999, with Open House. 


Open House was the first time that RTÉ had an independent producer produce their 
daytime TV service. Tyrone Productions produced the show in the RTE studios and it 
was hosted by Mary Kennedy and Marty Whelan from 1999 to 2003. 


In 2004, RTÉ revamped their daytime schedule and axed Open House and replaced it 
with two new shows, The Afternoon Show and The Big Bite. The Big Bite was an unusual 
departure for RTÉ's daytime schedule as it had heavier content than previous shows 
which aired in this time-slot, it was hosted by economist David McWilliams. The Big Bite 
was replaced with Seoige and O'Shea, which was also produced by Tyrone 

Productions. Joe O'Shea and Grainne Seoige presented the show together for 2 seasons 
until Joe O'Shea left in 2007, he was replaced by Grainne's sister Síle Seoige and the 
show was rename Seoige. Seo/ge lasted one season and was replaced by an extended 
version of The Afternoon Show produced by Green Inc Productions for RTE. 


The Afternoon Show was first presented by Anna Nolan, Blathnaid Ni 

Chofaigh and Sheana Keane. Anna Nolan left the show after a year to focus on more 
serious TV such as RTE's Would You Believe series of documentaries. Blathanid and 
Sheana both worked on the show together for a number of years until 2008 (when it 
was reported they had had a falling out™), various presenters stepping into either 
Blathanid's or Sheana's shoes, with the final series being presented by Sheana 

and Maura Derrane (former /re/and AM presenter). 


In 2010, RTÉ One revamped its afternoon schedule, which will debut in September 
2010. RTÉ set about seeking tenders from independent producers, as a consequence of 
this process RTE axed The Afternoon Show.is Two new afternoon shows began in 
September 2010, 4 Live and The Daily Show. 4 Live was presented by Maura Derrane 
(former co-presenter of The Afternoon Show), while The Daily Show was presented by 
TG4 Weather Man Dáithí Ó Sé and former TV3 News presenter Claire Byrne. Both shows 


were broadcast from 16:00 to 17:45 GMT. Both new daytime shows are produced by 
Green Inc. for RTE.4 The programmes were axed in March 2012. In October 2012 RTE 
moved their main afternoon programmes to Cork. Today is hosted by Maura Derrane 
and Dáithí Ó Sé, while Claire Byrne moved to Prime Time and RTÉ Radio 1's Saturday 
with Claire Byrne. On Friday's Blathnaid Ni Chofaigh and Norah Casey (Dragon's Den 
Ireland). 


In January 2013 RTÉ launched their first morning TV news service on RTÉ One and RTÉ 
News Now Morning Edition, the programme airs from 9 am to 11 am Monday to 
Friday. Morning Edition is presented by Keelin Shanley. 


In 2017 Stellify Media produced Goodbye House, a property show in which three siblings 
compete to find the perfect home for their parents. 


Lifestyle[edit] 


In the 1980s RTÉ One's lifestyle programming consisted of shows such as 


e Check Up - A weekly health show 

e Head 2 Toe - A weekly fashion series 

e See Here - A weekly consumers show 

e Family Matters - A weekly issue based show for parents, hosted by Eamon Lawlor 
and Caroline Murphy. 


Much of RTÉ's lifestyle output was produced in-house until the 1990s when Independent 
Producers began producing shows such as: - 


e About the House - An Educational/Lifestyle show about home renovations 

e Earto the Ground - A weekly Agricultural magazine show 

e Beyond The Hall Door - A studio based Interior design show by the 2000s it had left 
the studio to do up homes 

e Bon Voyage - A travel show 

e Darina Allen - A cookery Show 


Most of RTE's Lifestyle programming is air Monday to Friday between 19:00 and 21:00, 
and repeated on Saturday and Sunday mornings. Their current set of lifestyle 
programmes include About the House, Showhouse, Heat and Rachel Allen: Bakes. 


Imported programming[edit] 
1961-1969[edit] 


RTÉ One has always relied on a certain amount of programming from abroad and they 
have also always been under pressure from UK TV channels to provide programming 
from other countries. The 1960s on RTE is characterized by American and British 
imports such as Annie Oakley, Everglades, Have Gun Will Travel, The Donna Reed 
Show, The Adventures of Robin Hood, Batman, The Man from U.N.C.L.E., The Andy 
Williams Show, The Dick Van Dyke Show, Robinson Crusoe, Lucy Show, Dr. Finlay's 
Casebook, The World Around Us, The World of Wooster and Sherlock Holmes. Children's 
programming at this time consisted of such shows as The Road Runner Show, The. 
Flintstones, Skippy and Quick Draw McGraw. In 1963 they also broadcast Italian 

lessons Parliamo Italiano. 


1970-1979[edit] 


RTÉ began expanding its schedule during the 1970s with educational and children's 
programming being broadcast from 11 am. Children's shows imported for the channel 
included Tarzan, Modern Madcaps, The Road Runner Show, Land of the Giants, Apple's 
Way, Babar, Noddy, Sesame Street, Gemini Man, Clue Club and Scooby-Doo, while 
educational programming included Education: Zarabanda, First Steps in First 

Aid and German Lesson other daytime shows included South Riding, The. 

Pallisers and Thrill Seekers. Prime time imports included Lights Out, The Spanish 
Farm, The Brady Bunch, Bridget Loves Bernie, Fawlty Towers, Little House on the 
Prairie, "The Waltons", "Poldark" The Muppet Show, Anne of the Thousand 

Days, Midnight Is a Place, Are You Being Served?.** In 1978 RTE One began 
broadcasting many UK TV show such as ITV's Sale of the Century and Match of the 
Day which was simulcast with the BBC. RTE Two began broadcasting on 2 November 
1978. 


1980-1989[edit] 


During the 1980s many of the language courses on during daytime hours moved to the 
weekend, children's was presented first as Good Afternoon with many adult daytime 
shows mixed in, until 1986 when Dempsey's Den started to broadcast, imports for 
Children included The World of Jules Verne, Ludwig, Yogi's Treasure Hunt, Danger 

Bay, Arthur and the Square Knights of the Round Table, Supergran, European Folk 
Tales, Kaboodle and The Real Ghostbusters. Other daytime shows included Upstairs 
Downstairs and Emmerdale Farm. Prime time imports included American shows such 
as The Cheryl Ladd Special, Here's Lucy, Ride on Stranger, Falcon Crest, Miami 

Vice, Benson", Dallas", Magnum, P.I., The Paul Anka Show, Remington Steele, Murder, 
She Wrote, Spenser for Hire, The Cosby Show, The Twilight Zone, The Days and Nights 
of Molly Dodd, Evening Extra, Turning Point, On the Town, Our House, The Ray Bradbury 
Theatre. British imports included Are You Being Served?, Codename Icarus, The Paper 
Lads, Dempsey and Makepeace, Tomorrow's World and Executive Stress.v 


In 1988 RTÉ Two re-branded as Network 2 which saw RTÉ move many of its children's 
and imported shows over to Network 2. 


1990-1999[edit] 


Children's shows remained on RTÉ 1 on Saturday morning for most of the 1990s imports 
included DuckTales, Batman, Family Ties, The Disney Hour, Katts and Dog, Nellie the 
Elephant and The Pink Panther Show. Daytime TV consisted of repeats and daytime 
soaps such as Little House on the Prairie, The New Adventures of Black 

Beauty, CHiPs, Delia Smith's Cookery Course, Emmerdale, Knots Landing, A Country 


Barbara, Randall and Hopkirk (Deceased), Take the High Road, Forever 

Green and Highway to Heaven. American prime time show imported at the time 
included Star Trek: The Next Generation, Mancuso, F.B.I., The Cosby Show, St. 
Elsewhere, MacGyver, Masquerade, Father Dowling Mysteries, Dallas, Midnight 
Caller, Home Improvement, Space: Above and Beyond, JAG, Dr. Quinn, Medicine 
Woman, RoboCop, Lois & Clark: The New Adventures of Superman, ER and The Practice. 
British shows broadcast included Bergerac, Agatha Christie's Poirot, After Henry, The 
Ruth Rendell Mysteries, An Audience with... Victoria Wood, Lovejoy, Hearts and 
Minds, Ballykissangel and from 1992 to 2001 Coronation Street. Educational 
programming at the time moved to Sunday morning including Espana Viva, A Vous La 
France and Russian Language and People.” 28 January 1991 saw the last episode of 
cult favourite Twin Peaks broadcast on RTE 1.72 


2000-2009[edit] 


Since the late 1990s RTE One's prime time schedule is made up of nearly 100% Irish 
programming, some exceptions include EastEnders, The Midweek Movie, The Big Big 
Movie and with a few classic repeats intermittently such as Fawlty Towers and Only 
Fools and Horses. RTE One's other daytime imports are made up of soap operas (such 
as the Australian soaps Neighbours and Home and Away, the New Zealand 

soap Shortland Street, the British soaps Doctors and EastEnders), American detective 
dramas (including the highly repeatable Murder, She Wrote) and since 2001 they have 
broadcast American daytime chat shows (including 7he Doctors and Doctor Phil, they 
also broadcast Oprah but that is now shown on TV3). American dramas broadcast from 
2000 to 2009 included ER, The Practice, Prison Break, Damages, Shark, Angel, Two and 
a Half Men, Medium, Mad Men, and The West Wing. British dramas Spooks and Waking 
the Dead have also aired on the Channel.” During the 2000s RTE broadcast the ITV 
soap The Bill over two half-hour episodes Monday to Friday at 17:30, rather than the 
original hour-long episodes. RTE One also broadcast the revived ITV soap, Crossroads.” 


2010-present[edit] 


RTE One launched its 2010 schedule with The Mentalist as a replacement for the long 
running Sunday night drama ER. Other imports included Who Do You Think You 

Are? both the British and American versions which coincided with their broadcast of the 
Irish version. On 4 August 2010, RTE launched its schedule which included imports Mad 
Men and Masterchef Australia." RTE One also broadcast Packed to the Rafters, The 
Bill, Medium and McLeod's Daughters. Daytime repeats now include Desperate 
Housewives, The Good Wife and Brothers & Sisters. New episodes of The Good Wife 
move to RTE One in 2013. A&E's Longmire began airing in 2013. Late Night TV consists 
largely of imported programming such as Australian drama serials Rush, Blue 

Heelers and Tangle. 


On-air identity;edit] 


TELEFÍS I 


| 
EIREANN 


Original Teilifís Éireann logo 


Original Raidió Teilifís Éireann logo 


RTE ONE 


RTÉ One's logo used from 2006-2013 


Throughout the years, RTÉ One has gone through many changes to its on-air identity, 
mostly in tune with the changing of the statutory logo of the cooperation that operates 
it, as in the early years. The average life of an RTE One ident is around three years, with 
modifications and changes along the way. 


1961-66[edit] 


Early idents prominently featured the original name of Telefís Eireann, and the St... 
Brigid's Cross which would become the symbol of the channel for years to come. 


1966-1978[edit] 


In 1966, the radio and television stations adopted the common brand Radio Telifis 
Eireann in line with the renamed broadcasting authority,"* and the ident used 

the acronym RTE, with no síneadh fada diacritic over the E of Eireann. The 1995 logo 
was the first to read ATE rather than ATE. 


1978-1980[edit] 


The station became RTE1 in 1978, when RTE 2 was launched but RTE1 same logo used 
until 1980. 


1980-85[edit] 


A new ident in 1980 featured the characters "RTE1" wrapped within a stylized St. 
Brigid's Cross. Black in colour with yellow letters. 


1985-86[edit] 
A blue indent was used with the same logo used since 1980. 


1987-88[edit] 


This design, along with a variant with slight colour changes, were used until 1987, when 
another ident was formed. The ident featured the St Brigid's Cross, which was blended 
into the "T" in "RTE". The "T" also resembled the digit 1 of the channel's number. 


1988-89[edit] 
A green indent with yellow letter indent was used. 


1989-1993[edit] 


The first time the channel left out the St Brigid's Cross from its idents was in 1989, when 
an ident that featured the letters "RTE" revolving around the number 1, against an 
emerald green background, was released. This was to last until 1993, with minor 
revisions. 


1993-95[edit] 
1993 saw the return of the St. Brigid's cross to the RTE One Idents. 
1995-98 [edit] 


It was seen floating across a stone background that resembled cave walls. This ident 
lasted until September 1995, when a new ident that featured the new corporate logo 
was released. The logo also saw the return of the fada on RTE's "E" in a stylistic manner. 
The ident started with a misty background, with the new RTE logo peering through, 
eventually fading into the station's name. At the beginning, the St. Brigid's Cross was 
left out, but it was restored to the screens after viewers complained. 


1998-2000[edit] 


1998 saw the end of single ident templates for RTE One. In a rebranding, three idents 
were released, and all revolved around nature. The St. Brigid's Cross continued to grace 
the screen, but now has to share its airtime with other idents. During this time, a special 
ident for overnight programmes and the celebration of the millennium were created. 
The original three idents were gradually phased out in late 2000, but was featured in 
other new idents thereafter. 


2000-03[edit] 


In September 2000, a new set of idents were gradually introduced to RTE One, with all 
the old idents from 1998 phased out by December of that year. The new idents featured 
Irish places and people, and all were set to a common set of background music. One of 
the original three idents were featured in seven of the new idents, subtly playing in the 
background. 


A promotions video, featuring snippets of the idents, was shown as a part of the 
campaign. 


2003-06[edit] 


On 1 September 2003, RTE One launched a new set of idents, with a new style for its 
"RTE One" branding. The ident showed Ireland's old face first, and then flashed into 
images of Ireland today. New ident sets were introduced in 2004, and deviated from the 
"Ireland Old And New" theme. Subsequent edits on the original idents also took away 
the "old" element from the idents. 


As was before, a promotions video was aired before the launch of the new idents. 


2006-2013r[edit] 


At 6:00 am on 3 November 2006, RTÉ One unveiled its basic set of new idents, designed 
by Red Bee Media. 


2014-present[edit] 


A new appearance and ident of RTÉ One (including the "ONE" in a new font) launched 
on 1 January 2014. The channel is now referred to as 'RTE ONE HD' on Saorview.?" The 
design was produced in-house by RTÉ Graphic Design. On 14 December, RTE One HD 
was launched on Sky+HD on channel 101 & SD on 277. RTE One + 1 also launched on 
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RTÉ2 


Launched 2 November 1978 
Owned by Raidió Teilifís Éireann 
Picture format 1080i HDTV 


(downscaled to 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 10.096 (31 December 
2012, [1]) 
Slogan We go there 
Language English 
Irish 
Broadcast area Republic of 


Ireland and Northern Ireland 
Worldwide (online with 


restricted and unrestricted 


programming) 
Headquarters Donnybrook, Dublin 
Formerly called RTÉ 2 (1978-1988) 


Network 2 (1988-2004) 


RTÉ Two (2004-2014) 


Sister channel(s) RTÉ One 
RTÉ News Now 


RTÉjr 
Timeshift service RTE 2 +1 
Website rte.ie/tv/rte2. html 
Availability 
Terrestrial 
Saorview Channel 2 (HD) 


Channel 12 (+1) 


Freeview (Northern Channel 53 


Ireland only) 


Satellite 


Saorsat Channel 2 (HD) 
Channel 12 (+1) 


Sky Ireland Channel 102 (SD/HD) 
Channel 802 (SD) 


Sky UK (Northern Channel 162 (SD/HD) 
Ireland only) Channel 836 (SD) 
Cable 


Virgin Media Ireland Channel 102 
Channel 136 (HD) 


Virgin Media Channel 876 
UK (Northern Ireland 


only) 
IPTV 


Fir TV Channel 102 
Channel 116 (HD) 


Streaming media 
Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live (Ireland only) 
Aer TV Watch live (Ireland only) 


RTÉ Player Watch live (available 
depending on rights) 


RTÉ2 is an Irish free-to-air television channel operated by public service 
broadcaster RTE. It was launched in 1978 becoming the Republic of Ireland's second 
television channel. 


Historyledit! 


In the 1970s the Irish government considered three options for the introduction of a 
second television service: the re-transmission of BBC1 Northern Ireland; authorisation of 
an independent commercial service; or charging RTE with the establishment of a second 
national channel. It was the last of these that was finally chosen. 


The channel, the Republic's second, began transmissions at 20:00 on 2 November 1978 
with an opening broadcast of a gala ceremony from Cork Opera House. Owing to a 
technical fault, audio from BBC2 was played during the countdown instead of the proper 
soundtrack, and when the channel commenced programmes, there was no audio for the 
initial 15 seconds or so. At first the new channel broadcast in the evenings only. The 
first broadcast on RTE 2 was on 6 June 1978, it was largely aimed at those in "single 
channel land". Programmes included The Streets of San Francisco and Duchess of Duke 
Street. 


The opening night's line up was as follows: 


e 20:00 - RTE 2 presenters Bernadette Ni Ghallchoir, Roisin Harkin and Raymond 
Maxwell introduce viewers to Ireland's second national television channel. The 
National Anthem followed. 


e 20.05 - The President of Ireland, Patrick Hillery introduces the new service. 

e 20.06 - First Night, a gala performance aired live from the Cork Opera House in Cork 
City, hosted by Mike Murphy. Guest stars included The Chieftans, Gemma Craven, 
Val Doonican, The George May Dancers, The Irish Ballet Company, The Montford 
Singers, John O'Connor, Maureen Potter, Colm C.T.Wilkinson and Lena Zavoroni. 
There were specially recorded inserts from British and American stars such as Bruce 
Forsyth, Ronnie Barker, Liberace, Sammy Davis Jr, Michael Parkinson, Andy Williams, 
Dana and Eamonn Andrews. 

e 21.30 - The first movie to be shown on RTE 2, Bullitt, starring Steve McQueen, 
Robert Vaughan and Jacqueline Bisset. 

e 23.30 - Newsnight, a late night summary of the national and international news 
headlines. 

e 23.35 - The channel closed down, ending the first night on air.5! 


RTE 2 (1978-1988)[edit] 


The first logo for RTÉ 2 


Up to 6096 of the Republic of Ireland could receive UK channels via spillover or via cable. 
Cable in the republic was only permitted in areas of spillover up to the mid-1980s, to 
provide viewers with better reception of channels they could already receive over the 
air. Hence RTÉ 2 was aimed at those that did not have the UK channels. To this end one 
of their main remits was the re-broadcasting of UK programming to Irish audiences, that 
would not otherwise be seen on RTE 1. 


On the opening night of RTÉ 2, one of the channels announcers said "From ten to seven 
each weekday, three o'clock on Saturdays and six o'clock on Sundays, RTE 2 will be 
bringing you the best of BBC, ITV and other first rate programming". In the first two 
years of the channel, it would normally close down for the night at 11.30pm. 


British soap drama Coronation Street aired on the channel simultaneously with ITV's 
broadcasts of the programme (this continued until 1992 when it was put on RTE 1 due 
to the Olympic Games coverage). It broadcast much live programming from 

the BBC and ITV including Top of the Pops. However, the channel in its initial format was 
not considered a success. It was on air from 18:00 until 23:30 during the week, with an 
earlier start around 15:30 at weekends. 


However, by 1987, RTÉ 2 was beginning to rebrand, RTÉ relaunched with a new logo 
and idents. While the rebrand was a small success for the channel it was felt that RTÉ 2 
and RTÉ 1 needed more specific audiences, RTÉ 2 at this stage was becoming more and 
more associated with youth orientated programming and sports programming 
(especially as UK and other international channels were becoming more and more 
available across the country). In 1988, the majority of sporting and children's 
programming was moved to Network 2, the new name for RTE 2. 


Network 2 (1988-2004)[edit] 


In September 1988, RTÉ 2 was given a major revamp and became Network Two. In 
addition to the launch of a new vivid red, blue, and green logo, the channel now came 
on air at 14:30. The Den was moved to the channel, along with most youth and 
children's programming. /o Maxi was launched as the youth strand. Sports Stadium took 
up the entire Saturday afternoon schedule, and all sports programming was aired on the 
channel, along with Irish language programming. A late night news bulletin, Network 
News, was followed by the controversial but highly successful chat show / soap 

opera Nighthawks presented by Shay Healy, and produced by David Blake-Knox. 


This relaunch was a big success, and Network Two remained stable until the mid-1990s. 
A new logo—referring to the channel as RTÉ Network 2 (though the "RTÉ" part was not 
referred to by announcers)—was launched with the new RTÉ logo in 1995. By this time, 
RTE Network 2 broadcast from mid-morning onwards, with educational programmes 
during the day. Also during this era, the channel experimented with late night 
broadcasts at weekends, under 7he End brand, anchored by Barry Murphy and Sean 
Moncrieff. Broadcast hours were extended to 03:00 every day with a new service called 
The Night Shift. 


There was another major revamp in 1997, the channel was visually rebranded as "N2", 
though announcers continued to refer to "Network 2". N2 brought about perhaps as big 
a change as the original relaunch, RTE branding was dropped from the station almost 
completely, with home produced programmes now being referred to as "N2 
Productions" (foreign imports were "N2 Presentations"). A futuristic logo along with a 
series of unusual graphical idents were developed. In-vision announcing returned. More 
importantly, the channel's line-up was completely refreshed. The late night schedule 
was completely revamped, with the launch of News 2—a tailored bulletin for young 
people—followed by a talk show, Later on 2. Monday nights became comedy nights, 
with the launch of home-produced comedy such as Don't Feed The Gondolas. Elsewhere 
theme nights became a regular fixture, particularly on Fridays and Saturdays. The 

Den was now broadcast all day until 18:00 and was renamed Den 2. 


Not all the changes were universally welcomed, with the "N2" era, RTÉ cancelled its 
long running Saturday sports programme, Sports Stadium in 1997. Since then, RTÉ has 
not regularly aired live sports (or at least, as part of a regular schedule) on Saturday 
afternoons, though major events are still covered. 


Many of the innovations of the N2 era had faded out by 2003. The idents had been 
replaced by simpler creations, the in-vision continuity had been scrapped again. "eA 
on 2 had more-or-less ended (one of the strands continues as The View on RTÉ One). I 
September 2003, News 2 reverted to the regular RTÉ News format (as RTÉ News on 
Two). 


From September 2003, continuity announcers and trailers began to refer to the channel 
by the fuller title of "RTÉ Network Two", in line with a new RTÉ initiative to promote the 
corporate branding. The main channel idents never changed, and said merely "N2" 
(although a newly introduced on-screen DOG said "RTE N2".). And finally in 2004 
Network 2 was relaunched as RTÉ Two, in line with its sister channel RTÉ One. 


RTE Two (2004-2014)[edit] 


RTÉ decided the channel needed another revamp to keep it fresh. The channel's name 
reverted to RTE Two on the morning of 2 October 2004, with a themed evening of 
programmes called "Farewell Network 2" beginning at 20:00, featuring Podge and 
Rodge. The new logo is similar in style to the current RTE One logo. The new branding is 


designed to promote the Irishness of the station, green is the dominant colour. New 
strands were developed. In particular, the number of Irish made programmes has 
increased, though some of this is made up of a new strand of early evening repeats. The 
idents from this time were based on a Green Room theme. 


Venus Flytrap logo from 2009-2014, RTÉ Two's green room look from 2004 


The latest change has been a complete rebrand and relaunch of The Den, on Saturday 
17 September 2005, with the /d Two strand becoming 77V on the following Monday. In 
September 2009, 77V relaunched as Two Tube. 


RTÉ Two got a new look on 17 September 2009. The new idents were created by RTÉ 
Graphic Design.& Programme cutbacks saw the end of 24-hour broadcasting on the 
channel, with Euronews filling the down-time. Teleshopping was also introduced for the 
first time. 


Continuing with the corporate branding of RTÉ radio and Television stations RTÉ Two's 
iconic children's brand The Den ended on 20 September 2010. The Den was replaced 
by TRTÉ, while Den Tots was replaced by RTÉjr; this was due mainly to the onset of 
digital TV on which RTÉjr is available as a separate channel. Two Tube remains as the 
teenage block of programming. 


RTÉ2 (2014-present)[edit] 


From 22 September 2014 RTÉ Two became RTÉ2 and presented a new schedule of 
programming. The channel established itself as the "voice for the under 35s"! where 
the new schedule continued with new seasons of New Girl, The Big Bang Theory, Grey's 
Anatomy, Brooklyn Nine-Nine, Masters of Sex, Devious Maids, The Americans, Agents of 
S.H.LE.L.D. and the final season run of Mad Men. Brand new imported shows 

included Out/ander, Gotham, Resurrection, iZombie and CSI Cyber . RTE2 confirmed it 
had secured broadcasting rights for two Danish drama series 1864 and The Saboteurs: 
The Heavy Water War, both broadcasting in 2015. In terms of home-produced Irish 
programming RTÉ2 confirmed the return of Other Voices (Season 13), Maia 

Dunphy's What Women Want (Season 2), Second Captains Live, Savage Eye (final 
series), The Republic of Telly, Damo & Ivor, The Fear and the newly created youth 
orientated news service News Feed. RTE2 also confirmed new Irish reality programmes 
including Holding Out for a Hero, Connected, Full Frontal, Bressie's Teenage Kicks, 

and Drunk and #Trending. 


RTÉ 2 will also focus on major sporting events and the channel will showcase the best 
and freshest Irish films in association with the Irish Film Board.“ TRTE will play a major 
role in the daytime schedule on the channel. Two Tube will continue to air from 17:30 
until 19:00. It is proposed by RTE to launch RTE2+1 in efforts to raise much needed 
revenue. In spring 2015 the broadcaster again plans to put forward a policy removing 
RTÉjr content from the channel and replace it with other programming yet to be 
confirmed, the government will have to give approval of such a move. 


By 2015; RTÉ 2 began to focus on imported programming from Denmark, Iceland and 
Germany. The channel increased its output of Irish themed reality series. 


RTE2 HDrIedit] 


This section contains content that is written like an 
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The HD channel launched on Saorview on 27 May 2011.s The service broadcasts 
sporting programming from national to international events, documentaries, movies and 
American, Canadian, and Australian programming in high-definition 1080i. 


As RTÉ start to convert more of their main studios to HD then the amount of Irish 
programming available in high-definition will increase. The channel launched with 
special HD sporting content between Saturday 28 May and Sunday 29 May 2011. On 15 
March 2012, RTE2 HD was added to UPC Ireland.2z 


RTÉ2 HD was added to Sky on 16 May 2012. RTÉ2 HD was due to launch on Sky on 14 
May 2012, but was delayed by two days due to technical problems. 


Format[edit] 


e The channel simulcasts content from RTE 2 SD and upscales SD content into HD. 
B3 All other content on the channel will be made available entirely in HD this 
includes Gaelic Athletic Association, Champions League, World Cup, Olympic 
Games, Pro14 sporting content, USA television series and movies. 


RTÉ2 +1[edit] 


RTÉ2 +1 launched on 19 February 2019,34 and it broadcasts daily from 19:00 until 
02:00 Monday to Friday and 12:00 until 02:00 Saturday and Sunday. The channel 
launched only on Saorview and it will eventually roll out onto other platforms such 
as Sky Ireland and Virgin Media Ireland. 


The development of RTÉ2 +1 has been a long process however in May 2018, it was 
reported by The Irish Times that RTE have requested permission to the Department of 
Communications to launch RTE2 41.55 


LogoS{edit] 
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RTÉjr on RTE2[edit] 


RTÉ 2 continues to air a block of programming from RTÉjr (previously known as Den 
Tots). RTÉ put forward a request to move the RTÉjr strand from RTÉ 2 in April 2013, on 
RTÉjr's first official birthday. The proposal was passed to the Department of 
Communications, Energy and Natural Resources who took the decision to have 

the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland carry out a Strategic Impact Assessment (SIA) on 
the proposed move. 


Minister Pat Rabbitte TD then took the decision to consult various organisations in 
relation to the move, however he decided against a public consultation on the move. It 
was expected that he would refuse permission to move the strand from RTE 2. 
Eventually after more than a year, and no ministerial decision, RTE decided against the 
change and now has plans to submit a new proposal. RTE 2 will at some stage refocus 
its morning schedule from 9.00 with more mature themed programming. 


In January 2015 it was reported that RTÉ have resubmitted their request to move the 
service off RTE2 and will replace all children's programmes with other content. cteten zeezea 


Budgetieaiti 


The following figures were issued by RTE as part of their annual reports in 200829 and 
2012:22 


Income 


Income type 


Total income €97,917,000 €83,463,000 


Total costs 


Cost type 


Network and other related 
costs 


Sales costs 
Acquired programming 
Irish productions 


Total costs 


Profit and loss 


2008 


€17,776,000 


E2, Au 000 
S727000 


€88,673,000 


€119,892,000 


2008 
(€21,975,000) 


Breakdown of Irish productions 


Production house 


RTÉ 


Independent producers 


Total 


Genre 
Factual 
Drama 


Entertainment 


Music 


News, current affairs 
and weather 


Sport 


Young people's 
programming 


Total 


2008 


€70,226,000 
€18,447,000 
€88,673,000 


2008 
€2,082,000 
€4,739,000 
€8,698,000 
€1,000,000 


€3,024,000 


€53,820,000 


€14,935,000 


€88,673,000 


2012 


€14,193,000 


not given 
€11,116,000 
€66,004,000 
€91,313,000 


2012 


(€7,850,000) 


2012 
€56,626,000 
€9/378/000 
€66,004,000 


The table below outlines RTÉ 2's total in-house and commissioned programming by 
genre in 2008 and 2012: 


2012 
£2/332 000 
€102,000 
€7,033,000 
€15375,000 


€2,294,000 


€46,461,000 


€7,527,000 


€66,004,000 


Programmingledit] 


See also: List of programmes broadcast by RTE2 


RTE2 provides a broad range of programming which is mainly targeted towards young 
people up to 45-year-olds. Between 06:00 to 18:30 kids and teens programming is 
served by RTEjr (separate to the channel) and the teenage strands TRTE and Two Tube. 
From 19:00 onwards, RTE2 provides a wide range of programming from Irish produced 
content, sports, comedy, dramas, films and acquisitions from North America, Australia, 
the UK and Central Europe. RTE2 has a strong tradition of broadcasting many US TV 
shows prior to other European broadcasters, though this has slightly changed in recent 
years, 28291 


Films are also regularly aired on the channel especially Irish-European cinema and 
International cinema. Until September 2014, RTE2 had stands such as Two Wild (nature 
documentaries), Two Extreme (extreme sports/adventure documentaries), and RTE 
Sport on Two, these strands were axed in 2014 but the strands contents play an 
important role in the current schedule. 


RTE 2 Controller[edit] 


Dick Hill was RTE 2's first controller2 until 1994. 


During the time of the 1997 rebrand of the channel as N2 they had placed the Head of 
Schedule as "controller" of the channel. Up until then, the channel was run side by side 
RTE One under RTE Television. N2 was a successful relaunched of the channel in the 
late 1990s. 


Andrew Fitzpatrick was poached to take control of RTE scheduling from TV3; however, 
N2 basically reverted to being part of the overall RTE Television structure. 


With no dedicated channel controller until then, in May 2011 it was announced by RTE 
that Eddie Doyle had been given the position of commissioning editor at RTE Two. Eddie 
Doyle was RTE Commission Editor of Entertainment. 


In May 2013 RTÉ announced Bill Malone as RTÉ 2 controller. Eddie Doyle became Head 
of Comedy, Talent Development and Music at RTE.2u 


Imported programming[edit] 
1978-1988[edit] 


RTE 2 was original set up to provide Irish viewers with retransmission of BBC and ITV 
programming. In 1978 it introduced a simulcast of many British programmes 

including Top of the Pops. Other UK shows included Coronation Street (which began 
simulcasting from 1983), Porridge, Mastermind, Never the Twain, Treasure 

Hunt and Wogan and American shows such as The Dick Cavett Show, Tales of the 
Unexpected, My Friend Rabbit, Crazy Like a Fox and The Tracey Ullman Show. They also 
broadcast the Australian soap opera A Country Practice. In 1988 RTE did a major 
revamp of the service, focusing more on Sports, Children's TV, Irish Programming as 
RTE 2 was still behind both UTV and BBC One NI in the ratings.22 


1988-1993[edit] 


As Network 2 the service still focused strongly on imported programming, RTÉ would 
now look to have first runs of US programming before other European networks. In the 
early years Network 2 broadcast US sit-coms Monday to Friday at 21:00 such as The 
Golden Girls, Cheers, The Days and Nights of Molly Dodd, Check It Out and Murphy 


Brown. They also broadcast Knots Landing and Falcon Crest. They also began 
broadcasting the long running Australian soap opera Home and Away, while A Country 
Practice moved to RTE One. In 1992 Coronation Street moved to RTE One. Other US 
shows at this time included Head of the Class, Ferris Bueller and Eerie Indiana. 


1993-1997[edit] 


During the 1990s Network 2 began to expand it schedule to cover morning and late 
night television. Imports still played a major part of the schedule with first showings of 
popular 1990s TV such as Friends, The X Files, Nowhere Man, My So-Called Life, but also 
Late Night and Daytime repeats of Yes Minister, The Fall and Rise of Reginald 

Perrin, Cheers, The Beverly Hillbillies, Peyton Place, The Mary Tyler Moore 

Show, MacGyver and also the morning strand of Open University. At 18:00 they began 
showing many US teen sitcoms such as California Dreams, Saved by the Bell and Harry 
and the Hendersons, and The Fashion Show. 


1997-2004[edit] 


During the late 1990s the schedules began to increase in size again. All of the daytime 
repeat programmes were replaced by Children's television while Late Night TV was 
extended until 2 am each morning with shows like, Profiler, Millennium, Star Trek: 
Voyager (only airing the first season), Stargate SG1 and some Australian serials 
including Water Rats and Murder Call. In 2001 they began broadcasting the Australian 
teen soap Neighbours. Popular prime time US programmes included Friends, The. 
Parkers, Ally McBeal, 24, Dawson's Creek, Smallville, Jessie, Frasier and Boston Public. In 
2000 Network 2 broadcast all episodes of the cult favourite Freaks and Geeks and 
finished the series before NBC did in the US. During this time they also began airing The 
Simpsons (also airing on Sky1) which had not been seen on the channel since The 
Tracey Ullman Show in the late 1980s. 


2004-2013[edit] 


Renamed in 2004 as RTÉ Two, the channel still has a heavy emphasis on imported 
programming. Its late night schedule completely filled with imports from Rules of 
Engagementto 24, from Rescue Meto Smallville. Their 19:00 to 21:00 schedule consists 
of many BBC natural history programmes including David 

Attenborough L/fe and Horizons. The channel currently shows first time showings 


Housewives, Grey's Anatomy, Sons of Anarchy, Life with Boys and Mr. Young. 


RTE 2 also airs American programmes such as The Simpsons (currently airing Season 20 
weekdays at 18:00), 90210, Revenge, Law & Order, Criminal Minds, The Big Bang 
Theory, Greys Anatomy, Worst Week and Private Practice. Australian 

soaps Neighbours and Home and Away air along with Irish programmes such 

as Katherine Lynch's Wonderwomen, The Podge and Rodge Show. Other well known US 
shows on RTE Two include Lost, Ugly Betty, Prison Break, CSI: Crime Scene 
Investigation, CSI: Miami, CSI: NY, Desperate Housewives, The Americans, New 

Girl and 2 Broke Girls. It also airs Smallville, Sons of Anarchy, Eli Stone, Mr. 

Sunshine after midnight on weekends, and British shows such as Shameless and The 
Thick of It. 


It has also aired Seasons 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 of NCIS and also Season 2 of Hawaii Five-O. It 
is currently showing NCIS Season 10 on Saturdays at midnight and Hawaii Five-0 Season 
3 on Sunday nights. 7he Walking Dead, Under The Dome and Person of Interest are 
other US shows added to the channel's schedule. 


2014-2016[edit] 


In 2014, RTE 2 began to focus more on Irish music programming for the first time in its 
history the annual Choice Music Prize was aired on television, previously only available 
on radio. It continued to air the critically acclaimed music series Other Voices for an 
eleventh season. In August 2014, RTE 2 televised over 8 hours of Electric 

Picnic coverage from Stradbally, Co. Laois, this was the first time that the channel aired 
the annual music festival.22 On 2 September 2014, RTE began to air new comedy 
series Mom. Additional shows to begin airing in 2014 include Gotham.” A new fashion 
and entertainment series produced in-house by RTE called ZTrending will be hosted 

by Darren Kennedy.£s 


As part of the autumn 2014 schedule RTÉ 2 began airing Mom. Vikings premiered on the 
channel in early January 2014 and series 2 aired from October 2014. In 2015, RTÉ2 
returned to broadcasting non-English speaking content; these included Nordic 

dramas The Saboteurs and 1864. American Odyssey was added to the summer 2015 
line-up, since axed by ABC. News shows included CS/ Cyber. Season 3 of The. 
Americans was added to the summer schedule. Other non-English speaking 
programming were added to the RTÉ2 schedule in late 2015, including the critically 
acclaimed German drama Deutschland 83. 


2016-[edit] 


RTÉ2 will broadcast the 12th season of Other Voices in spring. RTÉ2 have yet to confirm 
which programmes it has acquired for 2016. The summer 2016 schedule will largely be 
made up of sports programming such as GAA, Euro 2016 and Summer Olympics 2016. 


In early 2016, the broadcaster confirmed it would air the mini-series The X-Files, which 
began airing on 26 January.24 /Zombie was another addition to their schedule, along 
with Icelandic crime drama Trapped.24 In Spring 2016, the channel debuted First Dates 
Ireland to positive reception.2sz2i:! The series has been renewed for a second season in 
2017.84 


As part of the 2018-2019 schedule the broadcaster confirmed the return of the Podge 
and Rodge Show following a hiatus. Amy Huberman's scripted comedy Finding Joy will 
centre around a woman who finds herself thrust into the limelight as she tries to get 
over a break-up starring Aisling Bea, Laura Whitmore and Jennifer Rainsford. Sharon 
Horgan and Lorna Martin will star in their self-written dark comedy Women on the 
Verge and Bridget & Eamon will return for another season. International programming 
will come in the form of season 3 of the Handmaids Tale in 2019 and season 2 of 
Icelandic drama series Trapped. 


Irish-produced programming[edit] 
Reality TV[edit] 


During the last decade like many other TV channels RTÉ 2 have had several reality 
based TV shows. 


In 2003, Network 2 set out to find their news TV presenter in a reality show called The 
Selection Box; the eventual winner was Caroline Morahan. 


RTÉ 2 also produced two series of the employment reality show No Experience 
Required, three prospective candidates are evaluated over the course of a week for a 
vacant position in a top company, the show follows them through interview stages and 
tasks set out by their prospective employees. 22 


In 2008, RTE 2 broadcast Hollywood Trials. It follow a group of young actors travelling to 
make it big in LA. The actors where selected by Hollywood acting guru Margie Haber. 
Those selected to travel with Margie to LA included Chris Newman from the RTE 2 
drama Love is the Drug, George McMahon from RTE One soap opera Fair. 

City and Michael Graham of Boyzone fame.@! Nelvana 


Hollywood Trials was then followed by The Model Agent. The model agent in question 
was Ellis and with help of Erin O'Connor as the girls mentor she picked Carrie-Anne 
Burton for a contract with Independent Models, one of the world's leading modelling 
agencies and a cover for Image magazine, one of the Ireland's most high profile and 
respected fashion titles. A similar series called The Model Scouts is currently in 
production. 


Do the Right Thing, another reality series, began in September 2010 and was presented 
by Lucy Kennedy and Baz Ashmawy, in search of Ireland's ultimate volunteer. 


In 2011 Masterchef Ireland began airing on the channel on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
21:30. 


RTÉ 2 also ran spin-off serials to RTÉ One's reality shows, such as You're a 
Star Uncut, Cabin Fever, and Treasure Island Uncovered. 


Dramar[edit] 


In the first two decades of RTÉ 2, little original drama was produced for the channel; 
often RTÉ would just repeat their dramas on the channel such as Fair City and Glenroe. 
RTÉ did place some emphasis on short film in the RTÉ 2 series Short Cuts. Short films 
remain on RTÉ 2 most Monday nights at 11:30; these shorts are not just taken from RTÉ 
co-financed productions but also from independent producers around the world. 


RTÉ 2's most successful drama was a drama/comedy/chat show 

entitled Nighthawks presented by Shay Healy. This was produced as a pseudo- 
documentary about the behind the scenes of the television production, it featured many 
well known Irish comedians, however unlike the mockumentary The Larry Sanders 
Show, Nighthawks featured real interviews and was created by David Blake Knox, who 
went on to be controller of Network 2 until 1998. Gerry Ryan had a similar format show 
called Gerry Ryan Tonight during the 1990s. 


2000-2008[edit] 


From 2000 to 2008, RTE were committed to providing new and original drama on RTE 2 
each Monday night each autumn. The dramas had mixed reviews but they 

included Paths to Freedom (2000), Bachelors Walk (2001-2003), The Big Bow 

Wow (2003), Pure Mule (2004), Love is the Drug (2004) and Prosperity (2007). Raw was 
RTE 2's last Monday night drama; it received mixed reviews but it reached on average 
250,000 viewers each week against RTE One's Prime Time Investigates and TV3's The 
Apprentice; Raw's second series ran on RTE One. Most of RTE 2's drama output was 
aimed at a younger audience than that of RTE One's and it often contained bad 
language and sex scenes. 281371 


RTE ended their RTE 2 drama's in 2008 with the first series of Raw, choosing to air its 
second series on RTE One. RTE are not currently looking for drama specifically for RTE 2 
which brings to an end a significant amount of work brought to the channel from RTE's 
drama department and independent producers. Many of the dramas of this era on RTE 2 
were seen as experimental but also highly modern and innovative. 


Comedyredit] 


Monday night has been comedy night on RTÉ 2 since its 1997 re-launch. Many US 
sitcoms were intermixed with live Irish comedy such as Don't Feed The 

Gondolas (DFTG), The Panel, The Podge and Rodge Show, A Scare at Bedtime with 
Podge and Rodge, @LastTV, The Liffey Laughs, The Blizzard of Odd, The Byrne 
Ultimatum and Night Live. 


RTE Young Peoples[edit] 


See also: RTE Young People's Programmes 


RTE Young People's department oversees programming for under 5s, 5 to 12-year olds 
and teenage audiences. As part of RTE 2's redevelopment in 1988 as Network 2, most 
of RTE's young people's programming moved from RTE One to Network 2. 


Children's television[edit] 


Dempsey's Den was hosted by lan, Zig, Zag and Zuppy. It moved to Network 2 from RTÉ 
One, and broadcasting for an extra hour from 15:00 to 18:00. Network 2 would start the 
day 14:30 with Bosco a pre-school television show. All children's television moved to 
Network 2 when it rebranded in 1988. When lan Dempsey left Dempsey's Den the show 
was renamed The Den, with a new presenter, Ray D'Arcy. D'Arcy presented the show 
from 1990 to 1997 when the strand began to expand it schedule into the early hours of 
the morning. From 1997 to 2010 The Den ran for 10 hours a day starting at 07:00 to 
17:00 followed by a strand which was given various titles and targeted at a teenage 
audience. When RTÉ rebranded their children's strands in 2010, this effectively axed the 
country's longest-running children's TV show. 


Saturday programming came from RTE Cork in form the mid-1990s to the late-2000s, 
starting with The Swamp which took the place of classic Irish children's TV such. 

as Pajo's Jukebox, Scratch Saturday and Anything Goes (which broadcast on RTE 
One). Satitude was RTE Cork's main TV show for children and was broadcast on The. 
Den on RTÉ 2 on Saturday mornings. Satitude was cancelled in 2009. 


Den Tots was The Den's pre-school strand. It is replaced by RTÉjr; RTÉ do not advertise 
during these selected hours. 


Teenage television[edit] 


Shows for young people in the 1970s and 1980s included: 


e MT USA, a pop video music programming presented from New York by pioneering 
Irish radio DJ and television presenter Vincent Hanley 
e Youthline, a series which looked at new and upcoming artists such as U2 


In the late 1980s, RTÉ began simulcasting The Beatbox with 2FM as a replacement 

for MT USA. Presenters included Barry Lang, Electric Eddie (Doug Murray), Simon Young, 
Peter Collins, lan Dempsey. It was replaced in 1995 with Dave 

Fanning's 2TV. 2TV spawned several spin offs: late night videos hosted by Jon Slattery, 
and RTÉ's only attempt at a morning show in 1999 with Bianka Luykx. 


In 1988, /o Maxi appeared for the first time until 1993, a daily teen show airing at 18:00, 
which was later replaced by Echo Island and in the early 2000s by /D, followed 

by /D2, TTV and now Two Tube. Within the programming block, contains 7he Big Bang 
Theory, Neighbours (repeated from RTÉ One), The Simpsons and Home and 

Away (repeated from RTÉ One). 


Space Station Video's - Late 1985/1986 - music video show presented by people from 
the world of music, sport & entertainment, including chris de burgh & phil lynnot - Set 
on a space station - time on - unknown. 


News and current affairs[edit] 
See also: RTÉ News 


Since 2017 RTÉ2 provides no regular prime time news or current affairs programme 
since January 2017. Children's news programme News2day remains part of their line up. 


From 1978 to 2014, RTÉ 2 provided late night news. The first such news programme 
was called NewsNight.=2, The programme was a wide international news service which 
provided news stories from US and UK broadcasters the show also included a national 
news bulletin, the final late night news on the channel was called RTE News on Two. 


On 22 September 2014 the late night news was dropped in favour of two bulletins at 
18:55 and 19:55 called News Feed. They also provide children's news each weekday 
called News2day. 


With the relaunch of RTÉ Two as Network 2 the news was renamed Network News. 
5? The news was now similar in style to the newly launched Six One news and Nine 
News on RTE One. 


In 1997, with the possibility of competition from a new local broadcaster Network 2 
relaunch again known on screen as N2. Late night news was renamed News2 and was 
hosted by Sharon Ni Bheoláin and Anthony Murnane and aimed at a much younger 
audience. Its content was customised for a younger audience, and presenters and 
journalists tend to use more informal language on the programme.” 


RTÉ News on Two is RTÉ's late evening news programme. The program is broadcast 
Monday-Thursday on the channel. It does not have a regular time slot, but is usually 
broadcast at some point between 22:45 and 23:30. Since October 2006 the bulletin has 
been presented by Eileen Whelan, following the departure of Anthony Murnane who was 
with the programme from the beginning. John O'Driscoll is the programme Editor. Since 
the launch of RTÉ's Morning Edition on RTÉ One RTÉ News on Two has been reduced to 
a 10-minute bulletin. 


From March 2007 until September 2014, RTÉ News on Two is available streamed live on 
the internet and archive shows where available to view through the RTE website. On 
Fridays an extended late summary on RTE One was broadcast instead of RTE News on 
Two. There are no weekend news programmes on RTE Two other than summaries. 


Current affairs programming on the channel included Market Place a business news 
show and /ater on 2, but presently, RTE 2 do not cover current affairs. On Budget Day, 
RTÉ broadcast Opposition speeches on RTÉ 2, while both RTÉ One and RTÉ News Now 
cover analysis of the budget. 


Sport[edit] 


RTÉ 2 broadcasts the majority of RTÉ's sports content. Since RTÉ own rights to several 
competitions any fixtures clashing with RTE 2's schedule will often be provided on RTE 
One, however RTÉ One rarely provides Sporting events on weekdays hence 

most soccer matches are shown on RTE 2. These include UEFA Champions league and 
the League of Ireland and competitive Ireland National Football Team matches. George 
Hamilton is the station's main sports commentator. RTE 2 also covers some smaller 
sports such as athletics, cycling, extreme sports, golf, hockey, racquet sports, scuba 


diving, target shooting, triathlon, and water sports. RTÉ 2 also covers the Olympic 
Games. 


RTÉ used to cover basketball which has moved to TG4, combat sports, snooker, pool 
and used to cover the annual International Rules Series between Ireland and Australia; 
however, this has moved to TG4. RTE also used to cover Wimbledon and the Tour de 
France which is now on TG4. 


RTÉ main sporting rights are UEFA Champions League Live & Highlights, Ireland 
International qualifying matches Live & Highlights, League of Ireland Live & Highlights, 
FIFA World Cup Live & Highlights, European Championship Live & Highlights, FAI Cup 
Live & Highlights, Women's FAI Cup Live & Highlights, 6 Nations Championship Live & 
Highlights, Ireland Autumn Internationals Live & Highlights, Women's 6 Nations Live & 
Highlights, Olympic Games, GAA Championship Live & Highlights, GAA League 
Highlights, Grand National, The Derby, Galway Races, Punchentown and the 
Cheltenham Festival which take commentary and coverage from Channel 4 with RTÉ's 
own presenter and analysis. 


RTÉ 2's sports coverage is its most popular programming strand, it often tops RTÉ 2's 
most watch shows, significantly out doing other all other programming. RTE plan to 
provide most sporting events in High Definition on RTE 2. 


GAA[edit] 


RTÉ 2 provides most of the GAA championship coverage for hurling and football, in 
2008, RTÉ lost its monopoly on the championship games to TV3 for the first time in its 
10-year history took an interest in the games having mainly bought in soccer and 
bought live rights for 10 of the matches for three seasons, this forced the Sunday Game 
Live off air some weekends with live coverage only on TV3 however TV3 lost these 
rights to Sky Sports for Summer 2014 therefore Sky have 14 live exclusive matches and 
share semi-finals and finals of the All Ireland Series with RTE, RTE continue to show the 
Sunday Game at 9:30 pm on RTÉ2 throughout these month. 


The main GAA show is called The Sunday Game it is a review of the weekend's action 
and it is presented by Michael Lyster and Des Cahill, The Sunday Game Live is 
broadcast earlier in the day. While The Saturday Game Live only provides live coverage 
of the games. Setanta Sports also holds rights for the GAA Championships however 
these are delayed rights as Setanta Sports is a pay television service. RTE 2 also 
provides live coverage of the Camogie All-Ireland finals. RTE was one of three sponsors 
for the Hurling Championships. 


Soccer[edit] 


League of Ireland rights are owned by RTÉ and eir Sport. They each take turns on 
showing live matches each Friday night. RTÉ also show FAI Cup games and the final in 
HD. Every Monday at 7 pm, RTE produce a domestic soccer show called Monday Night 
Soccer (MNS) presented by Peter Collins which provides a roundup of the weekend of 
League of Ireland and international team news with regular guests, this was axed in 
2014 and replaced by Soccer Republic which airs around 11 pm every Monday night. 
RTÉ have held rights to the 15:00 Premier League match from the English league 
between 2004-2007, this was hosted by Bill O'Herlihy, Darragh Maloney, Michael Lyster 
and Des Cahill with commentary by George Hamilton, Peter Collins and Darragh 
Maloney, however these are now owned by Setanta Sports. In June 2013, RTE decided 
not to renew their highlights package for the Premier League as part of cost-cutting 
measures and to concentrate on national sporting interests and live sporting rights. This 
package has been since taken up by eir Sport. The currently have the rights to the 2016 


UEFA European championships and 2018 FIFA World Cup. They currently hold the rights 
to Wednesday nights soccer from the UEFA Champions League with both Setanta and 
TV3 all other hold rights and signed a new deal in December 2014 to continue 
broadcasting Champions League to 2018. They also broadcast games of the Republic of 
Ireland national football team competitive matches in qualifying for European 
Championships and World Cups and matches in these tournaments should they qualify, 
though the games were formerly broadcast by RTÉ One. After successfully broadcasting 
the men's tournament a year ago, in 2019 RTE also aired the FIFA Women's World 

Cup with TG4. RTE broadcasts 23 of 52 matches in English and TG4 with 29 of 52 
matches in Irish respectively.! The presenter for big matches such as the Champions 
League and Ireland matches is Darragh Maloney who is usually joined by Eamonn 
Dunphy, John Giles and Liam Brady while commentary comes from George Hamilton 
and Jim Beglin or Ray Houghton. Other pundits used by RTE are Kenny Cunningham, 
Richie Sadlier and Ronnie Whelan. Other commentators are Adrian Eames, Stephen 
Alkin and Peter Collins. 


Men's and Women's World Cup coveragel| edit] 


RTÉ have had exclusive rights to the World Cup tournament; coverage is on RTÉ 2 while 
rte.ie provides coverage of clashing games. Having been the only national service until 
the arrival of TG4 and TV3 in the mid-1990s. In 1990 RTE made a major investment into 
the coverage of the tournament which coincided with Ireland's successful campaign 
under the management of Jack Charlton. The main panel of pundits appeared for the 
first time consisting of presenter Bill O'Herlihy and pundits John Giles and Eamon 
Dunphy. For their coverage of 1998 World Cup, RTE introduced the comedy Apres 
Match, a mock of the panel of pundits. The Apres Match pundits first appeared on RTE's 
late night comedy show The End with Barry Murphy. In 1998 the Apres Match pundits 
for the first time took control of the punditry of the third place play-off and in 2006 
surprised themselves and audiences when Barry Murphy playing the part of Liam 

Brady accurately guess the result - Germany 3 and Portugal 1.42! In 2006 RTE also 
introduced Graeme Souness as a panellist. Other panellists include Ronnie 

Whelan, Richie Sadlier, Liam Brady and Denis Irwin. In 2010 Ossie Ardiles, Dietmar 
(Didi) Hamann and Kevin Kilbane joined the team of panellists. Darragh Maloney, Peter 
Collins and Con Murphy also present live matches and highlights of the games each 
night. The matches commentary is provided by George Hamilton, Ray. 

Houghton, Gabriel Egan, Trevor Steven, Stephen Alkin, Damian Richardson, Adrian 
Eames, Matt Holland and Jimmy Magee.“ 


2014 was Bill O'Herlihy's final World Cup for RTÉ and he has been replaced by Darragh 
Maloney who was number 2 during the World Cup. Guest pundits used for the World 

Cup in 2014 were Ossie Ardilles, Didi Hamann, Neil Lennon, Brad Friedel, Paul Clement 
and Michael O'Neill alongside the existing RTE Team of Dunphy, Brady, Giles, Sadlier, 
Cunningham and Whelan. Commentators were George Hamilton, Stephen Alkin, Peter 
Collins and Adrian Eames while co-commentators were Ray Houghton, Jim Beglin, Trevor 
Steven and Brian Kerr. 


Rugby[edit] 


RTE currently holds the rights to the RBS Six Nations Championship until 2017. They 
previously held the rights to all Ireland games in the tournament until 1998, 

when BSkyB had the rights to home England games until 2003. Since 2003 the 
tournament has been broadcast in its entirety live on RTE 2, since 2010 RTE have been 
host broadcaster for Ireland home games. Ireland's Autumn International Series is also 
broadcast live on RTE, with the station holding the rights until 2017. 


RTE had shown every Rugby World Cup until 2007 when Setanta Ireland secured the full 
rights to the 2007 and 2011 editions. With Ireland games at the tournament an A listed 
event, terrestrial rights went to TV3 for the 2007 edition, the 2011 tournament returned 
to RTÉ with the station broadcasting 11 games live, including the opening match, all 
Ireland's games and every game from the quarter finals on. RTÉ and Setanta Sports lost 
the rights to RWC in 2015 to TV3.4 


The Heineken Cup was broadcast live on RTÉ from its inception until 2006. In 2006, 
BSkyB secured the exclusive Irish broadcast rights, highlights remained on RTE until the 
2011/12 season when TG4 obtained the highlights package in a three-year deal. The 
Rabo Direct Pro 12 has been broadcast on RTE since 2010, previously coverage was on 
TG4 and Setanta Ireland. Ireland contintue to cover Ireland Autumn Internationals 
signing a deal alongside Sky Sports from 2014-2018, Sky replaced BBC as the 
Nationwide broadcaster for Irish Autumn Internationals. 


RTÉ presenter for Rugby is Tom McGurk who usually hosts alongside George Hook, 
Brent Pope and Conor O'Shea. Other presenters used by RTE are Joanne Cantwell and 
Daire O'Briain while other pundits include Shane Horgan, Ronan O'Gara, Alan Quinlan, 
Frankie Sheahan, Bernard Jackman, Scott Hastings and Ben Kay. RTE's main 
commentator is Ryle Nugent while George Hamilton and Hugh Cahill also work on the 6 
Nations. Co-commentators include Donal Lenihan, Ralph Keyes and Tony Ward. 


Entertainment[edit] 


RTÉ 2's entertainment content is generally aimed at a young audience to that of its 
sister channel RTE One. Since 1988 RTE 2 has been successful with a number of 
entertainment shows aimed at the 15- to 35-year-old age group. 


In the early years of RTÉ 2 music shows on the channel consisted of Music TV USA every 
Friday night, which was then repeated on Sunday afternoons at 3 pm. In the mid-1980s 

this was replaced by The Beatbox presented by lan Dempsey. From 1995, Dave Fanning 
presented a near identical programme under the new name of 2TV. The 

Beatbox and 2TV were both broadcast on 2FM RTE's popular music radio station. 


No Disco was an alternative music show for late night TV from 1993 to 2003, it was 
hosted by initially by Donal Dineen who left to present radio on Radio Ireland in 

1997. Uaneen Fitzsimons took his place on the show, seen as a major upcoming 
television talent. Fitzsimons died in a road accident in 2000. She had made a significant 
name for herself on the show, and her knowledge of the music industry, her love of the 
music and her respect for her guests was apparent throughout the show. 


When Under Ether is a music magazine show launched in 2009 and focuses on 
alternative, indie and electronica music. 


In 1997, Later on 2, aired on Tuesday nights, was the arts review show presented by 
John Kelly who now presents a similar show on RTE One called The View. Also in 1997, 
RTÉ introduced a set of comedy television shows on the newly re-launched N2 

service. Don't Feed The Gondolas or DFTG was presented by Sean Moncreiff and later 
by Brendan O'Connor. In the initial years Brendan O'Connor was one of the main team 
captains, during the final season Brendan O'Connor became the main host with only 
three guests. Other shows to begin that year included Rodge and Podge: A Scare at 
Bedtime and @LastTV, a fast-paced review show with interviews, comedy sketches and 
music. 


In 2009, RTÉ 2 revamped its entertainment season with critics and fans still undecided 
about new titles which included The Byrne Ultimatum, Maeve Higgins' Fancy Vittles, The 
Republic of Telly and Podge & Rodge's Stickit Inn. 


RTÉ 2's schedule is carefully made so as to maximise the viewing figures for RTÉ 2 but 
not at the expense of its sister channel, RTE One. 


Cláracha Gaeliger[edit] 


As part of RTE Two's re-brand to Network 2 some emphasises was put on Irish language 
programming including a daily current affairs show called Cursaí. The series ran from. 
1988 to 1996 at 19:00 Monday to Friday. The series was later moved around both RTE 
channels. RTE retained the arts spin-off programme, Cursa/ Ealaíona, into the late 1990s 
on RTÉ One. RTÉ also broadcast a daily news service in Irish at 20:00 each night, this 
later moved to RTÉ One. 


RTÉ provides Irish language children's programming on both RTÉjr and TRTÉ, much of 
its Irish language programming has moved to either RTE One or TG4. In the early 1990s 
RTÉ suggested using RTÉ Two's evening schedule for Irish Language programming, 
rather than starting a new service. 


Other Irish language programming on RTÉ 2 included school's quiz Eureka and light 
entertainment show Seán Bán in a Shuf. 


References in mediarieaiti 


e Saturday Night Live has mentioned this station on two occasions: 

o The recurring sketch "Top O'The Morning" hosted by two barflies Patrick 
Fitzwilliam (Jimmy Fallon) and William Fitzpatrick (Seth Meyers) is said to be 
broadcast on RTE 2. 

o Aone-off sketch parodying reality shows that focus on remodelling houses called 
"You Call This A House, Do Ya?" is also said to have broadcast on RTE 2. 


See alsOfledit] 


e List of programmes broadcast by RTE 
e RTE One 


Referencestiedit] 


1. ^ "Features". RTE News. 18 April 2006. 

2. ^ Jump up to:? ? "ATE 2 ...promises, promises | Magill". magill.ie. 

3. ^ "Listings". thetvroom.com. 

4. ^ Ireland gets a second TV channel | 2 November 1978, YouTube, 2 November 2012 

5. ^ "Introduction: RTE Two's New Look". RTE News. 13 July 2009. Archived from the 

original on 4 March 2016. 

^ "Watch! RTÉ2 launches new season". 11 September 2014 - via www.rte.ie. 

^ http://www.irishtimes.com/business/sectors/media-and-marketing/connected-and- 

drunk-rt%C3%A9-two-looks-to-become-irish-voice-aimed-at-under-35s-1.1924001 

8. ^ Jump up to:? * "RTÉ2 gets real in exciting new line-up". Archived from the original on 11 
September 2014. Retrieved 11 September 2014. 

9. ^ "RTE2 autumn schedule - Eoghan McDermott, Darren Kennedy, and Jennifer Maguire 
dominate with two shows each". Independent.ie. 

10. ^ "Television Channels and Services". Saorview. Archived from the original on 27 August 
2011. Retrieved 30 August 2013. 


NO 


. ^ "UPC forges ahead with new content from RTE" (PDF). UPC Ireland. 13 March 2012. 


Retrieved 15 March 2012. 


. ^ "RTÉ2 HD to launch on Sky Platform". RTÉ. 13 May 2012. 
.^ "PVT Consultation Document" (PDF). Department of Communications, Energy and 


Natural Resources (Ireland). p. 8. Archived from the original (PDF) on 21 July 2011. 
Retrieved 7 December 2010. 


. ^ "RTE 2+1 Launching 19th February On Saorview" - via www.youtube.com. 


Slattery, Laura. "RTE plans plus-one channel for RTE2". The Irish Times. 


; ^ "Annual Report 2008" (PDF). RTÉ News. 


"Annual Report & Group Financial Statements 2012" (PDF). RTÉ News. 
"Network 2 must find new Friends". Sunday Business Post. 30 May 2004. Archived 
from the original on 2 August 2009. Retrieved 28 April 2009. 


.^ "Channel 6 rebranded by owner TV3 as 3e". The Irish Times. 5 January 2009. 


Retrieved 28 April 2009. 


. ^ "Eddie Doyle is New Commission Editor for RTE Two". IFTN.ie. 19 May 2011. 


Retrieved 25 May 2011. 


. ^ "RTE Announces Appointment of Channel Controllers for RTE One and RTE Two | RTE 


Presspack". presspack.rte.ie. 


. ^ The TV Room. "RTE Two TV Listings". p. 12. Retrieved 22 April 2010. 
. ^ The TV Room. "RTÉ Network Two TV Listings". p. 4. Retrieved 22 April 2010. 
. ^ Butler, Laura (2 September 2014). "104,000 viewers tune in to RTE to watch Electric 


Picnic, more than double the crowd at Stradbally". Independent.ie. Retrieved 3 
April 2019. 


.^ "Gotham for (arte £two". cce.gno.ie. 
. ^ "RTE announces #Trending, its new fashion show for autumn | RTE 


Presspack". presspack.rte.ie. 


. ^ Jump up to:? * "Dramas to watch on Irish TV in 2016". 7 January 2016 - via www.rte.ie. 
.^ "Six reasons to watch First Dates Ireland tonight (from someone who's seen the first 


episode)". Independent.ie. 


.^ "Chats about tea, Taytos and being a garda - First Dates Ireland finale was probably 


the most Irish ever". Independent.ie. 


.^ "BreakingNews.ie | Irish News | Breaking News from Ireland". www.breakingnews.ie. 
.^ "First Dates looking for applicants for season 2!". 8 May 2016 - via www.rte.ie. 

. ^ "RTÉ launches first-rate new autumn season". 16 August 2018 - via www.rte.ie. 

. ^ "No Experience Required Series 2". RTE News. Archived from the original on 24 March 


2018. 


. ^ "The Original Cast". RTÉ News. 
.^ "Ellis and Erin search for a new Irish Supermodel - 12 girls, 6 weeks, 1 contract". RTE 


News. 


. ^ Horan, Niamh (14 September 2008). "Raw's racy sex scenes failing to rattle 


viewers". Irish Independent. Retrieved 11 May 2010. 


. ^ Flanagan, Pat. "Priest bans Love Is The Drug actors after RTE 'disgrace"". Retrieved 11 


May 2010. 


.^ "RTE 2 NEWSNIGHT. 1988" - via www.youtube.com. 

.^ "NETWORK NEWS. 1992" - via www.youtube.com. 

.^ "RTÉ News 2 - 14 August 2001" - via www.youtube.com. 

. ^ Clover, Julian (15 July 2010). "RTÉ details new DTT proposals". Broadband TV News. 


Retrieved 15 July 2010. 


.^ "RTE and TG4 to show every match of FIFA Women's World Cup this summer". Extra.ie. 


16 April 2019. Retrieved 26 June 2019. 


. ^ "Apres Match - 3rd Place Play-off (Are You An Avon Lady?)". RTÉ/YouTube. June 2006. 


Retrieved 13 July 2010. 


. ^ "RTÉ to broadcast over 200 hours of World Cup Coverage". RTÉ. 1 June 2010. 


Retrieved 13 July 2010. 


External linkSteait] 


e RTÉ2 


List of programmes broadcast by RTÉ 2 
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The following is a list of broadcasts aired on what has at various times been identified 
by a combination of the following: RTE/Network 2 (Two). 


Current broadcastsieaiti 


Home-produced 


El X Dancing with the Stars (2017-present) 
ll H /t's a Park's Life 

ll E Living the Wildlife 

El € Natural World 

El E News Feed (2014-present) 

ll E Pet Island 

El X Republic of Telly (2009-present) 

Bl E The Sunday Game (1979-present) 

E E Two Tube (2009-present) 


Australia & New Zealand 


. BH Home and Away (1988-present) 
e BH Neighbours (1985-present) 
. WE Wild New Zealand 


USA 


e Œ= 90210 (2008-2013) 

e Agent Carter (2015-present) 

«e FK Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. (2013-present) 
e FK The Americans (2013-present) 
«e §& The Big Bang Theory 

e Œ= The Big C (2010-2013) 

e = Bunk'd 

=> Chicago P.D. 

== Cougar Town (2010-2015) 

=> Criminal Minds 

=Œ (75/ (2000-2015) 

=> CS/ Cyber (2015-present) 


e VK Entourage (2005-2012) 

e VK Friends 

e K The Goldbergs (2013-present) 
. & Gotham 

e = Grey's Anatomy (2005-present) 
» VK Homeland (2011-present) 

«e Œ= How to Get Away with Murder 

e V Masters of Sex (2013-present) 
e ®© NCIS: New Orleans 

e FK New Girl (2013-present) 


== Once Upon a Time 
== Reign (2013-present) 
e Œ= Resurrection (2014-2015) 
e VK The Simpsons (1997-present) 
e Œ Suburgatory (2011-present) 
e FK The Walking Dead (2010-present) 


Canada 


e [ll The Next Steps 
UK 


e ERES Alan Carr: Chatty Man 

e¢ = Amazing Hotels 

e EE Deadly 60 

e ERES The Dog Rescuers 

e ERES Don't Tell the Bride 

e &E Emmerdale 

e EE Father Ted (1995-present) 
e EE Fawlty Towers 

e ERES The General 

e ES Live at the Apollo 

e ERE Mr. Bean: The Animated Series 
. &E Top Gear 

e EE World's Busiest Cities 


Young children's programming 


e §& 101 Dalmatians: The Series 

e ERES 64 Zoo Lane 

. ERES Abadas 

e EE AbrakiDabra! 

e © Agents of S.H.LE.L.D. 

e &E Angelina Ballerina: The Next Steps 
e &E The Animals of Farthing Wood (1993-present) 
e E Animaniacs (1994-present) 

«c SS [+] Arthur 

e ERES Balamory 

e BH Bananas in Pyjamas (CGI series) 


ll B Best Bugs Forever 
SEE Ben and Holly's Little Kingdom 


SES Bing 

SEES Bob the Builder (2015 series) 
SEES Bob the Builder: Project Build It 
ll E Brain Freeze 

ll 8 Brewster the Rooster 

SES Charlie and Lola 

SS Chuggington 

EE The Clangers (2015 series) 

i 8 8 Corneil and Bernie 

SEES Danger Mouse (2015 series) 
=> Darkwing Duck 

=> Dawn of the Croods 

ll 8 The Day Henry Met 

ll E Dig in Diner (2015-present) 
SE Dream Street 

BH Drop Dead Weird 

I*l The Deep 

== Every Witch Way 

EE Everything's Rosie 

EES Fifi and the Flowertots 

iif Fireman Sam 

=> Fish Hooks 

El X Fluffy Gardens (2006-2016) 
SES Garth and Bev 

SIS Gigglebiz 

SEES Go Jetters 

= Gravity Falls 

EE Hey Duggee 

EH Hi-5 

EE Horrible Histories (2015 series) 
EE Humf 

SEE /n the Night Garden... 

ll E /nis Spraoi 

== Jumanji 

I*8 ES Kate & Mim-Mim 

I*ll € Kody Kapow 

= Kim Possible 

== Kiva Can Do 

EE The Large Family 

B E Lifeboat Luke 

SES Lily's Driftwood Bay 

E 3 Little Roy 

== The Lion King's Timon & Pumbaa 
=> The Looney Tunes Show 
== The Loud House 


ll 8 Magical Sites 


=> The Marvelous Misadventures of Flapjack 


EE I+ l m Matt Hatter Chronicles 
= EX Me Too! 

EES Millie Inbetween 

ZEE [+] Mike the Knight 

ll ll Molang 

EE Mr Bloom's Nursery 

ll 8 Mr. Mender and the Chummyjiggers 
I*l Mr. Young 

ERES My Pet and Me 

Gis Nellie and Nora 

EE Nina and the Neurons 

SES Noddy in Toyland 

zx ll B woaay, Toyland Detective 

EE The Numtums 

Sis — 8 The Octonauts 

SS Old Jack's Boat 

ll 8 Our Seaside 

ZEE H Pablo (2017-present) 

Il PAW Patrol 

=> Phineas and Ferb 

=> Pinky and the Brain (1996-present) 
SES Pip Ahoy! 

SE Poppy Cat 

EE Postman Pat (2003 series) 

I+ BM Prank Patrol Down Under 

El X Puffin Rock (2015-present) 

E 3 Punky 

ES Peppa Pig 

BS Recess 

ll 8 Rocketeers 

EE Sarah & Duck 

=> The Scooby-Doo Show 

== Scooby-Doo, Where Are You? 

== Scooby-Doo! Mystery Incorporated 
== Shaggy & Scooby-Doo Get a Clue! 
EE Shaun the Sheep 

ERES Show Me, Show Me 

SEES Spot Bots 

ll 8 Storytime 

EE strange Hill High 

EE Swashbuckle 

= The Sylvester & Tweety Mysteries 
=Œ Taz-Mania 

= Teen Titans Go! 

EE Thomas and Friends 


ZA Thunderbirds Are Go 
EE EI © 7i//y and Friends 

== Tom and Jerry Kids 

= The Tom and Jerry Show 
= Turbo FAST 

Sis Tree Fu Tom 

ll B trust Me I'm a Genie 
EE Wallace & Gromit 

E 8 What Makes My Day 

=> What's New Scooby-Doo? 
== J+] wild Kratts 

E 8 Wildernuts 

E 8 Wildwoods 

=> Wizards of Waverly Place 
=> Wander Over Yonder 

E 8 WooHOO Splash! 

EE Woolly and Tig 

Ml The WotWots 

ll E The Why Guy 

e 9 Yu-Gi-Oh! Zexal 

e UI Zig and Zag 


Nordic region 


e fm 1864 (2014) 
¢ am The Saboteurs: The Heavy Water War (2014) 


Historic home-produced television programmes 


O-9[edit] 


e 2Phat 
e 2TV 


A[edit] 


Against the Head 
Anonymous 
Aprés Match 
Auld Ones 


B[edit] 


e Bachelors Walk 

e  Bazil's Culture Clash 
e The Beatbox 

e Black Box 

e Blackboard Jungle 

e The Blizzard of OZ?! 


. Bosco 
C[edit] 


e The Cassidys 
D[edit] 


The Daisy Shoe 

Dan & Becs 

Deep Fried Swamp 
The Den/Den TV/Den 2 
The Disney Club 

Do the Right Thing 
Don's Slot 

Don't Feed the Gondolas 
e Dream Teams 

e Dummy Run 

e Dustin's Daily News 


E[edit] 


e Echo Island 

e Ed Byrne's Just For Laughs/Neil Delamere's Just For Laughs 
e The End 

e The Ex-Files 


F[edit] 
e Fade Street 


e The Fame Game 
e Father Ted 


e Fergus's Wedding? 
e FISH 

e The Floradora Folk 
e  Finbar's Class 
G[edit] 

«e Good Grief Moncrieff! 
e Gridlock 

e Green TV 

l[edit] 

e Island Wildlife 
JLedit] 

e Jo Maxi 


e Jump Around 


K[edit] 


e Katherine Lynch 
L [edit] 


The Last Furlong 

Later on 2 

Leave It to Mrs. O'Brien 
Legend 

Livin' with Lucy 

The Lucy Kennedy Show 


M[edit] 


e Makin' Jake 

e Marketplace 

e Meet Your Neighbours 
e Mission Beach USA 

e The Modest Adventures of David O'Doherty 
e Monday Night Soccer 
e The Morbegs 

e The Movie Show 

e MT-USA 

e Murphy's America 

e Murphy's Australia 


N[edit] 


e Naked Camera 
e  Neddy 
Network News 
News 2 
news2day 
Newsnight 


Nighthawks 
No Disco 


O[edit] 


e The Once a Week Show 
e Other Voices 
e Our House 


P[edit] 


e Pajo and the Salty Frog 
e Pajo and the Salty Frog in Space 
e  Pajo's Junkbox 


The Panel 

Paths to Freedom 

Plastic Orange"! 

Play the Game 

e The Podge and Rodge Show 

e Popscene®! 

e The Premiership/Premier Soccer Saturday 
e Prosperity 

e Pure Mule 


Qredit] 
R[edit] 


Raw 

The Remini Riddle 
Republic of Telly 

Return of the Swamp Thing 
RTÉ News on Two 


S[edit] 


The Saturday Club 
A Scare at Bedtime 
The Selection Box 
Soupy Norman 

The Sports Files 
Stew 

The Sunday Game 
The Swamp 


The Swamp Shop 
The Swamp Summer Salad 


T[edit] 


e This Is Nightlive 
« TX 


U[edit] 


e The Unbelievable Truth 
Vi edit] 


e The View 
Wledit] 


e Wanderlust 


X[edit] 


e X-it File? 
e X-it Poll 
Z[edit] 


Imported programmingrteait] 
Current[edit] 


e Emmerdale 


e Grey's Anatomy® 
e Home and Away 
e Parenthood 


The Simpsons 
Historic[edit] 


e 16 Days of Glory 

e 100 Great Paintings 

e 240-Robert 

e 3rd Rock from the Sun 

e The 5 Mrs. Buchanans 

e 9to5 

e ‘Allo ‘Allo! 

e The A-Team 

e The Abbott and Costello Show 


e Absolutely Fabulous 
e The Adventures of Brisco County, Jr. 


e The Adventures of Lano and Woodley 
e The Adventures of Swiss Family Robinson 
e The Adventures of the Black Stallion 

e African Skies 

e After the War 

e Agatha Christie's Poirot 

e Airline (1982 series) 

e Airwolf 

e Alexei Sayle's Stuff 

e Alfred Hitchcock Presents 

e ALF 

e Alias 

e All Creatures Great and Small 

e Ally McBeal 


e Ally 
e Amazon 


e American Dreamer 
e The Americans 


An Exceptional Child 
..And Mother Makes Three 
Apple's Way 

Are You Being Served? 
Armchair Thriller 

After Henry 


Arthur C. Clarke's Mysterious World 
Arthur C. Clarke's World of Strange Powers 


Austin Stories 

And Mother Makes Five 
The Avengers 

The Barchester Chronicles 
Barnaby Jones 

Barney Miller 
Bangkok Hilton 
Battlestar Galactica 
Baywatch 

The Beatles Anthology 
Becker 

Beggars and Choosers 
The Benny Hill Show 
Benson 

Bergerac 

Best Sellers 
Bewitched 

The Beverly Hillbillies 
Beverly Hills, 90210" 
Beyond 2000 

The Big Easy 

The Big Match 

Big Shamus, Little Shamus 
The Bill 

Biography 

The Bionic Woman 
Blackadder Goes Forth 
Black Books 

Black Forest Clinic 
Blake's 7 

Blankety Blank 

Blind Justice 


Blue Heelers 
Blue Thunder 
Bonanza 
Boogies Diner 
Bookmark 
Boston Common 
Boston Public 


The Boys from the Blackstuff 


The Brady Bunch 
Brass 

The Bretts 
Brideshead Revisited 
Brimstone 

The Bronx Zoo 


Brooklyn Bridge 
Buck Rogers in the 25th Century 


Bugs 

Cabbages and Kings (Game show) 
California Dreams 

Call My Bluff 

Callan 

The Campbells 
Campus Cops 

Cannon and Ball 

The Cape 

Capital News 

Captains and the Kings 
Car 54, Where Are You? 
Cardiac Arrest 

Caroline in the City 
Carry On Laughing 

The Castaways 
Celebrity Squares 
Central Park West 
Charlie's Angels 

Check It Out! 

Cheers 

A Child's Christmas in Wales 
China Beach 

Christy 

The Cisco Kid 

The Civil War 

Clueless 

Coach 

Code Red 

The Colbys 

Colditz 

Columbo 

The Commish 
Coronation Street 
Consuming Passions 
The Cosby Show 

A Country Practice 
Covington Cross 

The Cowra Breakout 
Crazy Like a Fox 


The Critic 

Crossbow 

The Crow: Stairway to Heaven 
Crusades 

Cybill 

Danger Bay 

Dark Angel 

Dawson's Creek 

The Days and Nights of Molly Dodd 
Deadly Games 

Death Valley Days 
Dempsey and Makepeace 
Desperate Housewives? 
Dharma and Greg 
Diagnosis: Murder? 
Diamonds 

Dickens of London 

The Dick Cavett Show 

The Dick Emery Show 

Die Geschwister Oppermann 
Diff'rent Strokes 
Dinosaurs 

The District 

Doc Elliot 

The Donny and Marie Show 
Doogie Howser, M.D. 
Drama with Anna 

Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman 
Due South 

Durrell in Russia 

Dweebs 

Dynasty (1981 series) 
Earth: Final Conflict 

Ed 

The Eddie Capra Mysteries 
Edward and Mrs. Simpson 
Eerie, Indiana 

Ellen 

Empty Nest 


Entourage" 
ER 


The Event? 

Executive Stress 

Explore 

Extra 

Ever Decreasing Circles 
Every Window Tells a Story 
Everybody Loves Raymond 


E.N.G. 

Falcon Crest 

The Fall and Rise of Reginald Perrin 
The Fall Guy 

Fame 

Fame L.A. 

Family Matters 

Family Ties 

Father of the Pride 

Felicity 

Ferris Bueller 

A Fine Romance 

First Time Out 

Flambards 

A Flame to the Phoenix 
Flash Gordon Conquers the Universe 
FlashForward! 

Flight into Hell 

The Flintstones 

Flipper (1964 series) 

The Flying Doctors 
Fortunes of War 

Foul-Ups, Bleeps & Blunders 
The Foundation 

Frasier 

Frankenstein's Aunt 
Frank's Place 

The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 
The Fugitive 

Game On 

Game, Set and Match 

The Generation Game 

Get Smart 

Globe Trekker 

Gloria 

God, the Devil and Bob 
The Golden Girls 

Golden Soak 

Golden Years 

Goodbye, Mr Kent 

Grace Under Fire 

Great Little Railways 

The Great Moghuls 

The Gregory Hines Show 
The Grimleys 

Grounded for Life» 

Guitar with Frederick Noad 
Gun 


Halifax f.p. 

Hamish Macbeth 

Hang Time 

Happy Days 

Hardcastle and McCormick 
The Hardy Boys 

Harry and the Hendersons 
Harry O 

Hart to Hart 

Hawkeye 

Head of the Class 
Heimat: A Chronicle of Germany 
Heartbreak High 

The Henderson Kids 

Here's Lucy 

Higher Ground 

Hill Street Blues 

Hippies 

Home Improvement 

A Home in the Green Land 
Home to Roost 

Homicide: Life on the Street 
The Hong Kong Beat 

House of Cards 

How We Learned to Ski 
Hoyt 'n Andy's Sportsbender 
| Dream of Jeannie 

|, Claudius 

In Loving Memory 

In the Heat of the Night 
Inspector Morse 

The Invisible Man (1975 series) 
Island Son 

It's Like, You Know... 

The Jackie Gleason Show 
Jake and the Fatman 

Jeeves and Wooster 

Jesse 

The Jewel in the Crown 

Jim'll Fix It 

Joey 

Kate and Allie 

Katts and Dog 

King of the Hill 

King Lear (1982 series) 

The Knock 

Knots Landing 

Knight Rider (1982 series) 


Kojak 

Kung Fu 

Land of the Giants 

The Larry Sanders Show 

The Last Days of Pompeii 

The Late, Late Breakfast Show 
Laurel and Hardy 

Laurence Olivier Presents 

Law and Order 

The League of Gentlemen 
Legendary Trails 

Life Goes On 

Life on Earth 

Lillie 

The Living Planet 

Lois & Clark: The New Adventures of Superman 


Longstreet 
Lou Grant 


Love & War 

Lost! 

The Lotus Eaters 

Love in a Cold Climate 

The Lucie Arnaz Show 
Lytton's Diary 

MacGyver 

Major Dad 

Malibu Shores 

Manimal 

Manions of America 

The Man from U.N.C.L.E. 
Marlin Bay 

Married... with Children 
The Mary Tyler Moore Show 
Mastermind 

May to December 

McKenna 

Melrose Place (1992 series) 
Men Behaving Badly 
Messengers from Moscow 
Mickey Spillane's Mike Hammer (1984 series) 
Millennium 

Minder 

The Mind of Mr. J. G. Reeder 
Mind Your Language 

Misfits of Science 

Mistral's Daughter 

Mitch 

Moesha 


Mom P.I. 

The Monkees 

Monster: A Portrait of Stalin in Blood 
Monty Python's Flying Circus 
Moonlighting 

Mork and Mindy 

Movie Magic 

Mr. Belvedere 

Mr. Merlin 

Mr. President 

Mr Smith's Favourite Garden 
The Munsters Today 

The Muppet Show 

Muppets Tonight 

Murder Call 

Murder, She Wrote 

Murphy Brown 

Music at Harewood 

My Favorite Martian 

My So-Called Life 

Mysteries of the Sea 
M*A*S*H 

Nancy Astor 

The Nanny 

Nanny 

The Nature of Things 
Nature's Kingdom 

Nash Bridges 

Nashville Swing 

Neon Rider 

Never the Twain 

Newhart 

The New Adventures of Robin Hood 
New York Undercover 

No Job for a Lady 

The Norman Conquests 
Northern Exposure 

Nowhere Man 

The Nutt House 

NYPD Blue 

The Odd Couple (1970 series) 
Oh Madeline 

Oh No, It's Selwyn Froggitt! 
Old House, New House 

One Foot in the Grave 

One Man and His Dog 

One More Time! 

Only Fools and Horses 


Only When I Laugh 

Operavox: The Animated Operas 
The Optimist 

The Osbournes 

Our Gang 

Our Hero 

The Outer Limits 
Palmerstown, U.S.A. 

Pan Am"! 

The Paper Chase 

Paradise Postponed 

The Parkers 

Party of Five 

Peer Gynt and His Mother 

The People's Court 

Perfect Strangers 

Persuasion (1971 series) 

The Petrov Affair 

Peyton Place 

Planet Earth 

Pole to Pole 

Poor Little Rich Girl: The Barbara Hutton Story 
Popular 

Porridge 

Praying Mantis 

Prime Suspect 

Prison Break! 

Private Practice? 

Private Schulz 

Project Z 

Rapido 

Reasonable Doubts 

Red Dwarf 

The Return of Sherlock Holmes 
Return of the Saint 

Return to Treasure Island 
Rhoda 

Riding High 

Ripley's Believe It or Not! (1949 series) 
Rising Damp 

The Rivals of Sherlock Holmes 
The Road to War 

The Rockford Files 

Roots: The Next Generations 
Roseanne 

Rowan & Martin's Laugh-In 
The Royle Family 


Rumpole of the Bailey 
Ryan's Hope 

Sabrina the Teenage Witch 
Saved by the Bell 
Scarecrow and Mrs. King 
Scotland's Story 

Screen Two 

Scrubs 

SeaQuest DSV 

Secret Army 

The Secret Life of Us 
Secret Nature 

Seinfeld 

Selling Hitler 
Shakespeare: The Animated Tales 
Sha Na Na 

Shillingbury Tales 
Sidekicks 

Silver Spoons 

Sister, Sister 

Sledge Hammer! 

Sliders 

Slinger's Day 

Smallville 

The Smith Family 
Something Wilder 

The Sopranos 

Spaced 

Spaceflight 

Space Precinct 

Special Squad 

Spenser: For Hire 

Spies 

Spin City 

Spitting Image 

Square Deal 

Stargate SG-1 

Starman 

Star Runner 

Star Trek 

Star Trek: Deep Space Nine 
Star Trek: The Next Generation 
Stay Lucky 

The Story of Fashion 

The Storyteller 

Strangers and Brothers 
Street Legal (1987 series) 
The Streets of San Francisco 


St. Elsewhere 

Suddenly Susan 

The Sullivans 

The Sun Also Rises (1984 film) 
Surgical Spirit 

Survival 

$weepstake$ 

Sweet Valley High 

Swim 

The Sword of Islam 

Sykes 

Taggart 

Tales from the Dark Side 
Tales of the Unexpected 
Taxi 

Telford's Change 

Tenko 

That '70s Show 

That's Hollywood 

That's My Boy (1981 series) 
Third Watch 
Thirtysomething 

This Is Your Life (UK version) 
This Life 

The Three Stooges 

Tide of Life 

The Timeless Land 

Tinsel Town 

Tom Grattan's War 
Tomorrow's World 

Top of the Hill 

Top of the Pops 

The Tracey Ullman Show 
Trapper John, M.D. 

The Travelin' Gourmet 
Treasure Island in Outer Space 
The Trials of Life 

Tripper's Day 

The Twilight Zone (1985 series) 
Twin Peaks 

Two of a Kind 

Two's Company 

UC: Undercover 
Unforgettable (1981 series) 
The Unknown War 

Unsub 

Up the Garden Path 


Upstairs, Downstairs (1971 series) 


Veronica's Closet 

Vietnam: The Ten Thousand Day War 
The Virginian 

Wait Till Your Father Gets Home 
Walking with Beasts 

Wanted Dead or Alive 

War and Remembrance 

Water Rats 

Wayne and Shuster 

We Got It Made 

When the Boat Comes In 

Where the Sky Begins 

White Fang 

Who's the Boss? 

Wild, Wild World of Animals 
Wilde Alliance 

Wings 

Wiseguy 

WKRP in Cincinnati 

Wogan 

The Wonder Years 

World in Action 

The X-Files 

Xena: Warrior Princess 

A Year in the Life 

Young at Heart 

Young Lions 

The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles 
The Young Ones 

The Young Person's Guide to Becoming a Rock Star 
Zorro (1990 series) 


Young children's programming[edit] 


The 13 Ghosts of Scooby-Doo 

2 Stupid Dogs 

24Seven 

3-2-1 Contact 

Ace Ventura: Pet Detective 
Action League Now! 

Action Man (1995 series) 

Action Man (2000 series) 

The Addams Family (1973 series) 
The Addams Family (1992 series) 
The Adventure Series 

The Adventures of Blinky Bill 

The Adventures of Bottle Top Bill and His Best Friend Corky 
The Adventures of a Mouse 


The Adventures of Dawdle the Donkey 


The Adventures of Hyperman 


The Adventures of Jimmy Neutron: Boy Genius 


The Adventures of Mole 
The Adventures of Paddington Bear 
The Adventures of Pete and Pete 


The Adventures of Raggedy Ann and Andy 
The Adventures of Rocky and Bullwinkle 


The Adventures of Rupert Bear 

The Adventures of Sam 

The Adventures of Scrapiron O'Toole 
The Adventures of Skippy 
Adventures of Sonic the Hedgehog 
The Adventures of Super Mario Bros. 3 
The Adventures of Teddy Ruxpin 
The Adventures of Tintin 
Adventures on Kythera 


Against the Odds 
Agent Z and the Penguin from Mars 


Aladdin 

Albie 

Alias the Jester 
Alien's First Christmas 
Ali and the Camel 
Alligator Pie 


All Change 
All Dogs Go to Heaven: The Series 


All Grown Up! 
All for One 
The All-New Pink Panther Show 


The All-New Popeye Show 
Alvin and the Chipmunks 


The Amazing Adrenalini Brothers 
Amigo and Friends 

Andrew's Ark 

Andy Pandy 

Angelina Ballerina 

The Angry Beavers 


Animal Alphabet 
Animal Ark 


Animal Park 

Animal Spies! 

The Animal Shelf 

Animated Hero Classics 
Animated Tales of the World 
Animorphs 

Anthony Ant 

Aquila 


Are You Afraid of the Dark? 


ARK, the Adventures of Animal Rescue Kids 


Around the World in 80 Days 
Around the World with Willy Fog 
As Told by Ginger 

Astro Boy (2003 series) 

Atomic Betty 

Atom Ant 

The Avengers: United They Stand 
AJ. 's Time Travelers 

The Babaloos 

Babar 

Babar and Father Christmas 
Baby Bollies 

Back to the Future 

Bananas in Pyjamas (Original series) 
Barriers 

Barney and Friends 

The Basil Brush Show 

Batman Beyond 

Batman: The Animated Series 
Bay City 

Bear in the Big Blue House 

The Bear's Island 

The Bears Who Saved Christmas 
Beethoven 

Beetlejuice 

The Berenstain Bears 

Bernard's Watch 

Beyblade 

Beyond the Break 

The BFG 

Big Cook, Little Cook 

Big Guy and Rusty the Boy Robot 
Big Kids 

Biker Mice from Mars (1993 series) 
Biker Mice from Mars (2006 series) 
Bill and Ben 

Bimble's Bucket 

Binka 

The Biskitts 

The Biz 

Black Beauty 

The Blobs 

Blue Peter Special Assignment 
Blue Water High 

Bluetoes the Christmas Elf 

Bob Morane 


Bob the Builder (Original series) 
Bobobobs 

Bonkers 

Boo! 

Boo to You Too! Winnie the Pooh 
Boohbah 

Bouli 

The Box of Delights 

The Boy from Andromeda 

The Boy with Two Heads 
Braceface 

Brambly Hedge 

Brand Spankin' New! Doug 
BraveStarr 

Breaker High 

Breakpoint 

Brendon Chase 

Bright Sparks 

The Brollys 


Broomstick Cottage 
Brown Bear's Wedding 


Brum 

Bruno the Kid 

Budgie the Little Helicopter 

The Bugs Bunny Show 

Bugs Bunny's Howl-oween Special 


Bugs Bunny's Looney Christmas Tales 


Bugs Bunny's Mad World of Television 


Bugs Bunny's Wild World of Sports 


Bugs vs. Daffy: Battle of the Music Video Stars 


Bump 

Bump in the Night 
A Bunch of Munsch 
Bunnicula 

Bushfire Moon 
Busytown Mysteries 
Butterfly Island 


Brandy & Mr. Whiskers 
Bratz 


The Brollys 

Brothers by Choice 

Brown Bear's Wedding 

Bruno the Kid 

Bugtime Adventures 

The Buzz on Maggie 

Buzz Lightyear of Star Command 


Byker Grove 
C Bear and Jamal 


Cadillacs and Dinosaurs 

Caillou 

The California Raisin Show 
Captain Cook's Travels 

Captain Fracasse 

Captain Planet and the Planeteers 
Captain Scarlet and the Mysterons 
Captain Simian and the Space Monkeys 
Captain Zed and the Zee Zone 
Cardcaptors 

The Care Bears 

Casper and the Angels 

Casper and Friends 

Casper Classics 

Casper the Friendly Ghost 
Casper's First Christmas 

The Castle of Adventure 
CatDog 

Catscratch 

Catweazle 

Cave Kids 

CBS Schoolbreak Special 

CBS Storybreak 

ChalkZone 

Charlie Chalk 

Chick, Chick, Chick 

The Chiffy Kids 

Children of Fire Mountain 
Children's Island 

Children's Ward 

The Chimpmates 

Chip 'n Dale: Rescue Rangers 
The Chipmunks Go to the Movies 
Chocky 

Christopher the Christmas Tree 
Chris Cross 

Christmas Everyday 

The Christmas Star 

A Christmas Story 

The Christmas Toy 

The Christmas Visitor 

The Chronicles of Narnia 

The Chimpmates 

Chucklewood Critters 

City Tails 

Clarissa Explains It All 

Classic Fairy Tales 

Class of the Titans 


Close Up 

Clowning Around 

Cockleshell Bay 

Codename Icarus 

Come Outside 

A Connecticut Rabbit in King Arthur's Court 
Construction Site 

Cooking for Kids with Luis 

Cool McCool 

The Coral Island 

Corneil and Bernie 

Cornflakes for Tea 

A Cosmic Christmas 

Courage the Cowardly Dog 
Count Duckula 

The Country Mouse and the City Mouse Adventures 
Cow and Chicken 

The Crayon Box 

Crayon Shin-Chan 

Creepy Crawlers 

Cro 

Curious George 

Cyborg 009 

Daffy Duck in Hollywood 
Dastardly and Muttley in Their Flying Machines 
David and the Gnomes 

David and the Magic Pearl 
Defenders of the Earth 

The Demon Headmaster 

Dennis the Menace and Gnasher 
Degrassi Junior High 

Detective Bogey 

Detention 

Dexter's Laboratory 

Diabolik 

Dig and Dug 

Digimon 

Dink, the Little Dinosaur 

Dinky Dog 

Dinky Winky Circus 

Dinobabies 

Dinozaurs 

Dirty Beasts 

Dirty Rat Tales 

Disney's Adventures of the Gummi Bears 
Disney's House of Mouse 

Doctor Dolittle 

Doctor Snuggles 


Dog and Cat 

Dog City 

Dogtanian and the Three Muskehounds 
Dogstar 

Donald's Quack Attack 

Don't Eat the Neighbours 

The Doombolt Chase 

Dot and Spot's Magical Christmas Adventure 
The Dot and the Kangaroo Films 
Doug 

Dr. Seuss on the Loose 

Dramarama 

Dragon's Lair 

The Dreamstone 

Droopy 

Droopy, Master Detective 
DuckTales (Original series) 
Earthwatch 

Earthworm Jim 

Ed, Edd 'n Eddy 

Eddy and the Bear 

The Edison Twins 

Edward and Friends 

Eerie, Indiana: The Other Dimension 
Elephant Boy 

The Elephant Show 

Elmo Saves Christmas 

Emlyn's Moon 

Enchanted Tales 

The Enid Blyton Adventure Series 


Enid Blyton's Enchanted Lands 
Enid Blyton's Secret Series 


Erky Perky 

Escape from Jupiter 

Extreme Dinosaurs 

Extreme Ghostbusters 

The Fabulous Fleischer Folio 

Faireez 

The Fairly OddParents! 

The Fairytaler 

Family Dog 

The Famous Five (1978 series) 

The Famous Five (1995 series) 

Fantaghiro 

The Fantastic Adventures of the Ugly Duckling 
Fantastic Four (1978 series) 

The Fantastic Voyages of Sinbad the Sailor 
Fantomcat 


Father Christmas and the Missing Reindeer 
Fennec 

Fergus McPhail 

Ferry Boat Fred 

Fetch! with Ruff Ruffman 
Fetch the Vet 

Fiddley Foodle Bird 

Fievel's American Tails 

Fillmore! 

Fimbles 

Fireman Sam (Original series) 
Fireman Sam: Snow Business 

Five Children and It 

The Flaxton Boys 

Flight 29 Down 

A Flintstone Christmas 

A Flintstone Family Christmas 

The Flintstone Kids 

Foofur 

For Better or For Worse (TV specials) 
The Forgotten Toys 

Fourways Farm 

Foxbusters 

Fox Tales 

Fraidy Cat 

Fraggle Rock 

Fraggle Rock: The Animated Series 


Franklin 

Freakazoid 

Free Willy 

Frog and Toad are Friends 
The Frog Show 

Frosty Returns 

Frosty the Snowman 

The Fruitties 

Fudge 

The Funky Phantom 
Funnybones 

Funny Little Bugs 

Gadget and the Gadgetinis 
Gadget Boy and Heather 
Garfield and Friends 
Gargoyles 

Gather Your Dreams 

The Genie From Down Under 
Gentle Ben 

George and Martha 
George of the Jungle (2007 series) 


George Shrinks 

Gerald McBoing-Boing 

Get Ed 

Ghostwriter 

The Girl from Tomorrow 

The Gingerbread Man 

Gladiator Academy 

The Gnoufs 

Goazilla: The Animated Series 

Goof Troop 

Goosebumps 

Gophers! 

Gordon the Garden Gnome 

Granpa 

The Great Grape Ape 

Grimm's Fairy Tale Classics 

Grizzly Tales for Gruesome Kids 

The Growing Summer 

Grossology 

Halfway Across the Galaxy and Turn Left 
Hamilton the Musical Elephant 

A Handful of Songs 

Happily Ever After: Fairy Tales for Every Child 
The Happy Castle 

Happy Ness: Secret of the Loch 

The Happy Prince 

Harry and His Bucket Full of Dinosaurs 
Harry and the Wrinklies 

Harry's Mad 

The Haunted School 

He-Man and the Masters of the Universe (1983 series) 
Heads and Tails 

Henry's Cat 

Henry's Leg 

Henry's World 

Here's How! 

Hey Arnold! 

High Flyers 

Hilltop Hospital 

Hills End 

Histeria! 

Hobberdy Dick 

Hokey Wolf 

Horrid Henry 

The Hot Rod Dogs and Cool Car Cats 
Hotshotz 

How 

How Bugs Bunny Won the West 


Hoze Houndz 
Huckleberry Hound 
Huntingtower 
Hurricanes 
Hypernauts 

lam Weasel 

If You'd Believe This 
Iggy Arbuckle 


In the Wild with Harry Butler 
The Incredible Detectives 


The Incredible Hulk 

Inspector Gadget 

Inspector Mouse 

Into the Labyrinth 

Inuk 

Iron Nose: The Mysterious Knight 

It's a Big Big World 

It's a Wonderful Tiny Toons Christmas Special 
Ivanhoe 

iznogoud 

Jackanory Playhouse 

Jackie Chan Adventures 

Jackson Pace: The Great Years 

Jacob Two-Two 

Jakers! The Adventures of Piggley Winks 
James Bond jr. 

Jason of Star Command 

Jennifer's Journey 

The Jetsons 


Jim Button and Luke the Engine Driver 


[im Henson's Animal Show 


Jim Henson's Mother Goose Stories 
Joe 90 
Joey and Redhawk 
lohann's Gift to Christmas 
Johnny Bravo 
Johnson and Friends 
onn uest 
Josie Smith 
Joshua Jones 
The Journey of Allen Strange 
Journey to the Center of the Earth 
Jungle Beat 
Junglies 
Juniper Jungle 
Just So Stories 
Just William 


KaBlam! 


Kaboodle 

Kangaroo Creek Gang 

Kelly 

Kenan and Kel 

Ketchup: Cats Who Cook 
Kid Clones from Outer Space 
Kid Paddle 

Kideo 

Kidsongs 

The Kids of Degrassi Street 
The Kids from Room 402 
Kipper 

Kit and Kaboodle 

K10C: Kids' Ten Commandments 
The Land Before Time 
Lassie (1954 series) 

Lassie (1997 series) 

Laugh and Learn with Richard Scarry 
Lavender Castle 

The Legend of Prince Valiant 
The Legend of White Fang 
The Legends of Treasure Island 
Lilly the Witch 

The Lionhearts 

Little Bear 

The Little Engine That Could 
The Little Match Girl 

The Little Mermaid 

Little Miss 

Little Monsters 

Little Mouse on the Prairie 

A Little Princess 

Little Red Tractor 

Little Robots 

Little Sir Nicholas 

The Little Troll Prince 

Little Wizards 

Little Zoo 

The Littlest Hobo 

Littlest Pet Shop 

Lizzie's Library 

Lloyd in Space 

The Long Enchantment 
Look Up 

Looney Tunes 

Loopy de Loop 

Los Luchadores 

The Lost World 


LRTV 

Lunar Jim 

L.A. 7 

Madballs 

Madeline 

Madeline in London 

Madeline's Christmas 

McGee and Me! 

Maggie and the Ferocious Beast 
The Magical Adventures of Quasimodo 
The Magician 

The Magic Crown 

Magic Adventures of Mumfie 
The Magic Library 

Magic Mountain 

The Magic Pencil 

The Magic School Bus 

The Magnificent Six and 1/2 
Make Way for Noddy 
Marsupilami 

Martin Mystery 

Marvel Action Hour 

Mary-Kate and Ashley in Action! 
The Mask: Animated Series 
Masked Rider 

Mathematical Eye 

Matilda's Dream 

Max and Moritz 

Max and Ruby 

Max Steel 

Maya the Bee 

Medabots 

Mega Man 

Men in Black: The Series 
Mental Block 

Merlin the Magical Puppy 
Merrie Melodies 

A Merry Mirthworm Christmas 
Metalheads 

Miami 7 

Microsoap 

Middle English 

Mighty Ducks 

Mighty Max 

Mighty Morphin Power Rangers 
Mighty Mouse: The New Adventures 
Mighty Mouse and Friends 
Mike and Angelo 


Mike, Lu and Og 

Mirror, Mirror 

Mirror, Mirror Il 

Miss BG 

Mission Top Secret 

Mole's Christmas 

Mona the Vampire 

Monchhichis 

Monster Buster Club 

A Monster Christmas 

Monster Warriors 

Monty 

Moomin 

Moonacre 

Moondial 

The Moonkys 

The Moon Stallion 

Mopatop's Shop 

Mort & Phil 

Mouse and Mole 

A Mouse, a Mystery and Me 
Mowgli: The New Adventures of the Jungle Book 
The Mozart Band 

Mr. Magoo 

Mr Majeika 

Mr Men 

Mr Men and Little Miss 

Mr. T 

Mr Wymi 

Mumble Bumble 

Mummies Alive! 

Mummy Nanny 

Mup pet Babie. disambiguation needed] 
Muzzy in Gondoland 

The Mysterious Cities of Gold 
The Mystic Knights of Tir Na NOg 
My Gym Partner's a Monkey 

My Little Prince 

My Zoo 

M*U*S*H 

NASCAR Racers 

Naturally Sadie 

Ned's Newt 

The Neverending Story 

The New Adventures of Flash Gordon 
The New Adventures of Captain Planet 
The New Adventures of Madeline 
The New Adventures of Mother Goose 


The New Adventures of Ocean Girl 

The New Adventures of the Shoe People 
The New Adventures of Speed Racer 

The New Adventures of Winnie the Pooh 
The New Adventures of Zorro (1981 series) 
The New Adventures of Zorro (1997 series) 
The New Batman Adventures 

The New Lassie 

The New Pink Panther Show 

The New Scooby-Doo Movies 

The New Scooby-Doo Mysteries 

The New Fred and Barney Show 


The New Woody Woodpecker Show 
The New World of the Gnomes 


Ihe New Worst Witch 

The New Yogi Bear Show 
Newton's Apple 

The Nightingale 

Nilus the Sandman 

Ninja Turtles: The Next Mutation 
Noah's Island 

Nobody's House 


Noddy 
Noddy's Toyland Adventures 


No Sweat 

O Christmas Tree 

Oakie Doke 

Ocean Girl 

Oceans Alive! 

The Odyssey 

On Christmas Eve 

Once Upon a Time... Life 

Once Upon a Time... Space 

Once Upon a Time... The Americas 
Once Upon a Time... The Discoverers 


Once Upon a Time... The Explorers 
Orson and Olivia 


Oscar and Friends 
Oscar's Orchestra 

Ovide Video 

The Owl Service 
OWL/TV 

The Oz Kids 

The Ozlets 

Pals 

Papa Beaver's Storytime 


Papyrus 
Paw Paws 


PB&/ Otter 


Pecola 

Peep and the Big Wide World 
Pelswick 

Pepper Ann 

Percy the Park Keeper 

The Perils of Penelope Pitstop 
Peter Swift and the Little Circus 
Phantom 2040 

Phil of the Future 

The Phoenix and the Carpet (1997 series) 
Picme 

Pig's Breakfast 

The Pilis 

Pingu 

The Pink Panther and Friends 
Pink Panther and Sons 

The Pink Panther Show 

Pinky, Elmyra and the Brain 
Pinocchio's Christmas 

Pip the Appleseed Knight 

Pippi Longstocking 

Pirate Family 

The Pirates of Dark Water 
Pitfall! 

Pitt and Kantrop 

Pixie and Dixie and Mr. Jinks 
Planet Sketch 

Pocket Dragon Adventures 
Pokémon 

The Poky Little Puppy's First Christmas 
Polka Dot Shorts 

Pop Pirates 

Popeye and Friends 

Popeye and Son 

Postman Pat (Original series) 
Postman Pat and the Toy Soldiers 
Postman Pat Takes the Bus 
Potamus Park 

Potsworth & Co 

Power Rangers Dino Thunder 
Power Rangers in Space 

Power Rangers Lightspeed Rescue 
Power Rangers Lost Galaxy 
Power Rangers Mystic Force 
Power Rangers Time Force 
Power Rangers Wild Force 

The Powerpuff Girls 


Press Gang 


Preston Pig 
Prince of Atlantis 


The Princess and the Flying Shoemaker 
Princess Sissi 

Puff the Magic Dragon 

Puff the Magic Dragon in the Land of the Living Lies 
Pugwall 

Pugwall's Summer 

Punkin' Puss and Mushmouse 
A Pup Named Scooby-Doo 

The Puppy's Further Adventures 
P.J.'s Unfunnybunny Christmas 
Quack Pack 

The Queen's Nose 

Quick Draw McGraw 

The Raccoons 

The Raccoons on Ice 

Radio Free Roscoe 

Ramona 

Rarg 

Rat-a-Tat-Tat 

The Real Adventures of Jonny Quest 
The Real Ghostbusters 

The Real Story of... 

ReBoot 

The Red and the Blue 
Redbeard the Pirate 

Redwall 

Renford Rejects 

Rescue Heroes 

The Return of Dogtanian 
Return of the Antelope 

Return to Jupiter 

Ric the Raven 

The Riddlers 

River Rivals 

Road Rovers 

The Road Runner Show 

Road to Avonlea 

RoboCop: Aloha Commando 
Rocket Power 

Rocky Hollow 

Roger and the Rottentrolls 
Rolie Polie Olie 

The Roly Mo Show 

Romie-0 and Julie-8 

Romuald the Reindeer 


Roobarb and Custard Too 
Rosie and Jim 


Rotten Ralph 
Round the Bend 


Round the Twist 

Ruby & The Rockits 

Ruby Gloom 

Rudolph and Frosty's Christmas in July 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer 
Rugrats 

Runaway Bay 

Rupert 

S Club 7 Go Wild! 

Saban's Adventures of Oliver Twist 
Saber Rider and the Star Sheriffs 
Sabrina: The Animated Series 
Sailor Moon 

Samson Superslug 

Sandokan 

Santa and the Tooth Fairies 
Santa Claus Is Comin' to Town 
Santa's First Christmas 

Santo Bugito 

Sara (1996 series) 

The Save-Ums 

The Scientific Eye 

Scooby-Doo 

Scooby and Scrappy-Doo 
Scooby, Scrappy and Yabba-Doo 
Scrooge Koala's Christmas 
Scruff 

Seabert 

The Second Voyage of the Mimi 
The Secret Garden 

The Secret Lives of Waldo Kitty 
The Secret Show 

The Secret of the Stone 

Secret Valley 

The Secret World of Alex Mack 
The Secret World of Santa Claus 


Sergeant Stripes 
Sesame Street 


Sesame Street Celebrates Around the World 


Sesame Street [am: A Musical Celebration 


Sharky and George 
Sheeep 

Sheep in the Big City 
She-Ra: Princess of Power 


Shining Time Station: 'Tis a Gift 
Shinzo 

Ship to Shore 

Shoebox Zoo 

The Shnookums and Meat Funny Cartoon Show 
Shuriken School 

The Silver Brumby 

Silver Surfer 

Simba: The King Lion 

Simon and the Witch 

Simsala Grimm 

Skippy: Adventures in Bushtown 
Skippy the Bush Kangaroo 

Sky Trackers 

Slimer! And the Real Ghostbusters 
The Small One 

The Smoggies 

The Smurfs 

Snailsbury Tales 

The Sniffing Bear 

Sniffles 

Snooper and Blabber 

Snorks 

The Snow Spider 

The Snowman 

Son of the Sahara 

Sonic the Hedgehog 

Sonic X 

Spartakus and the Sun Beneath the Sea 
Speed Racer 

Spellbinder 

Spellbinder: Land of the Dragon Lord 
Spider-Man (1994 series) 

Splash 

Splash Special 

The Spooktacular New Adventures of Casper 
Sport Billy 

Sport Goofy in Soccermania 

Spot 

Spot's Magical Christmas 
Spunky's First Christmas 

Steel Riders 

Stingray (1964 series) 

Storybook International 

Storybook World 

The Story of Santa Claus 

The Story of Tracy Beaker 

The Story Keepers 


The Story Store 

Strangers 

Street Sharks 

The Suite Life of Zack & Cody 
Super Duper Sumos 

The Super Mario Bros. Super Show! 
Super Mario World 

Superman (1988 series) 
Superman: The Animated Series 
SuperTed 

Swamp Thing 

Sweat 

T-Bag 

Take Me Up to the Ball Game 

The Tales of Beatrix Potter 

Tales from the Rubbish Dump 
Teddy Bear's Adventures 

Teen Titans 

Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles (1987 series) 
Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles (2003 series) 
Teletubbies 

Tell Me a Story 

Thomas the Tank Engine and Friends (original series) 
The Three Fishketeers 
Thunderbirds 

Thunderbirds 2086 

Thunderstone 

The Tick 

The Timberwood Tales 

Timbuctoo 

Time Riders 

Tiny Toon Adventures 

Titch 

Toad Patrol 

The Tofus 

Tom and Jerry 

The Tomorrow People (1992 series) 
Toonsylvania 

The Toothbrush Family 

Top Cat 

Tots TV 

Tottie: The Story of a Doll's House 
Toucan Tecs 

Touché Turtle and Dum Dum 

The Town That Santa Forgot 
Tracey McBean 

Tractor Tom 

Transformers: Armada 


Transformers: Cybertron 
Transformers: Energon 

Treasure in Malta 

The Treasure Seekers 

Tricks of Brer Rabbit 

The Tribe 

The Trouble with 2B 

The Trouble with Sophie 

Truckers 

The True Meaning of Crumbfest 
True Tilda 

Tugs 

Tukiki and His Search for a Merry Christmas 
Tutenstein 

Tweenies 

The Twisted Tales of Felix the Cat 
'Twas the Night Before Christmas (1974 special) 
Ultraforce 

Ulysses 31 

The Unbroken Arrow 

Unfabulous 

The Untouchables of Elliot Mouse 
A Valentine for You 

Valley of the Dinosaurs 

Victor and Hugo 

The Village by the Sea 

Wacky and Packy 

Wacky Races 

Walter Melon 

Watership Down 

Waynehead 

The Wayne Manifesto 

We All Have Tales 

We Wish You a Merry Christmas 
What-a-Mess 

What's New Mr. Magoo? 

What's With Andy? 

Where's Wally?: The Animated Series 
When I Grow Up 

Wicked 

Widget 

The Wiggles 

Wil Cwac Cwac 

The Wild Puffalumps 

The Wild Thornberrys 

Wild West C.O.W.-Boys of Moo Mesa 
Wildfire 

William's Wish Wellingtons 


Willy Fog 2 

The Wind in the Willows 

Winners 

Wisdom of the Gnomes 

Wishbone 

The Wish That Changed Christmas 
The Wizard of Oz 

Wizbit 

The Wombles 

Wonderstruck 

Woof! 

Words and Pictures 

The World of David the Gnome 
The World of Peter Rabbit and Friends 
The Worst Witch 

Worzel Gummidge 


Worzel Gummidge Down Under 
The Wubbulous World of Dr. Seuss 


The Wuzzles 

Xyber 9: New Dawn 

X-Men 

X-Men Evolution 

The X's 

Yakkity Yak 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus 
Yolanda, the Black Corsair's Daughter 
Yogi Bear 

Young Dracula 

Yoho Ahoy 

Young Sherlock: The Mystery of the Manor House 
The Zack Files 

The Zeta Project 

Ziggy's Gift 

Zoe Kezako 

Zoey 101 

Zoo Family 

Zoom the White Dolphin 

Zoom 


Sportiedit] 


Olympic Games 

FIFA World Cup 

UEFA European Football Championship 
FIFA Confederations Cup 

UEFA Champions League 

Six Nations Championship 


* League of Ireland Premier Division 
Referencesiedit] 
1. ^ "Black Box' was first transmitted on Network 2 on 11 September 1995", Archived 


from the original on 6 May 2015. 

^ Jump up to:? ££ "Colin Murphy". 11 May 2009. Along with his sell out show, he is no 
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mocumentary series of Irish celebrities, The Blizzard of Oz, The Panel (both as host and 
panelist) and the Xit File. 

^ "Fergus's Wedding - a ground-breaking sex comedy from RTE? Don't make me 
laugh!". Irish Independent. 19 February 2002. The problem with 'Fergus's Wedding’, 
which began on Network 2 last night, is that it's ludicrous from the start. 

^ Hayden, Jackie (23 February 1994). "Plastic, exploding, inevitable?". PLASTIC ORANGE 
is broadcast every Friday at 5.55 p.m. on RTE Network 2 and is scheduled to run until 
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^ "Popscene' (1997)". Archived from the original on 4 May 2015. 
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RTE Young People's Programming 


Type 


Indu 


(RTE YPP) 


Independent Business Division (IBD) 
of RTE 


stry Media 


Headquart RTE Television Centre, Donnybrook 


ers Dublin 4 


Ireland 


Area Specific services 


served for Ireland including Northern Ireland 


Key people Sheila DeCoursey (Cross-Divisional Head 
of Children's Content)! 


Services Radio and television broadcasts 


Owner RTÉ 


Website RTÉjr TRTÉ Two Tube 


RTÉ Young People's Programming (Irish: RTÉ), is a major division of Raidió Teilifís 
Eireann and provides a range of national and international children's programming for 
RTE television, radio and online and also for the independent Irish language 
broadcaster TG4. 


It broadcasts in English and Irish. The division is based at the RTÉ Television 
Centre in Donnybrook, Dublin. The department covers both Radio, Online and Television 
output for young people across RTE. 


Historyledit! 
Early history[edit] 


On 1 January 1926, 2RN started broadcasting. It was Ireland's first radio station. On 24 
May 1926, there was the first advertised news bulletin on 2RN.2 


1940s[edit] 


In 1946 Radio Eireann was providing 30 minutes per day to children's programming, 
across music, plays, competitions and talk.3 In 1948 a series title "Arts Adventures" 
began broadcasting with Sean Bunny and Marion King “ 


1960s[edit] 


On 31 December 1961 Ireland's first national television station, Telefis Eireann, was 
officially launched. A new Television Complex was built at Donnybrook in Dublin. 


e Dáithí Lacha 


1970sr[edit] 


e Wanderly Wagon 
1980s[edit] 


Bosco 

Music Television USA 
Dempsey's Den/The Den 
lo Maxi 

The Beat Box 

Anything Goes 

Pajo's Junkbox 
Fortycoats & Co. 

Pat's Chat 

Action Station Saturday 


1990s[edit] 


Scratch Saturday 
TV 

Echo Island 

FISH 

T/X 

The Morbegs 
Finbarr's Class 
Custard's Last Stand 


2000s[edit] 


e ID 


20105redit] 


RTÉjr 
TRTÉ 
Two Tube 
Elev8 
Juice 


Programmingrtedit] 


Television programmes[edit] 


RTÉ Young People's Programming include: 
English-language 


e RTÉjr 
e TRTÉ 


e News2da 


y 
Irish-language 


On TG4 


e Bog Stop 
Radio[edit] 


RTÉjr[edit] . 
Main article: RTEjr 


The teamrieaiti 


Presente | Puppe 
rs ts 


Former Presenters[edit] 


e Ray D'Arcy e Zig and Zag 
e lan Dempsey e Dustin the Turkey 
Referencesiedit] 


1. ^. RTÉ Press. 12 March 
2014 https://www.rte.ie/about/en/press-office/press-releases/2012/1219/359718-sheila- 


de-courcy-is-cross-divisional-head-of-childrens-content/. Missing or empty | title- (help) 


2. ^ "History of Irish Public Service Broadcasting - Timeline". RTÉ Libraries and Archives. 18 
April 2000, Retrieved 9 June 2009. 


5 hipaa rammes-1940s-50s/ 
5. ^ "MOVE TO MONTROSE: 10 DECEMBER 1961". RTE Libraries and Archives. 18 April 
2006. Retrieved 9 June 2009. 


External linksieaiti 


e  RTÉjr website 
o TRTÉ website 


List of programmes broadcast by Telefis 
Eireann 
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The following is a list of broadcasts aired on Telefís Eireann (Ireland's first television 
channel) from its launch in 1961. A list of broadcasts on its (later) sister channel may be 
found elsewhere. Please include sourced entries only. 


Home-produced programming 
Current[edit] 


e Nine O'Clock News (1961-present): 
e Six One News (1962-present)Z! 

e One O'Clock News (1989-present)®! 
e The Late Late Show (1962-present) 
e Fair City (1989-present) 

e Would You Believe (1990s-present)& 
e Prime Time (1992-present)'? 

e Nationwide (1993-present)Z! 

e Nuacht (1995-present)# 

e Reeling in the Years (1999-present)™ 
e The Week in Politics (2006-present)2” 
e At Your Service (2008-present) 


Former[edit] 
Young people's programming[edit] 


m 


o 


e Action Station Saturday" 

e  Aillio»^ 

e An Baile Beag?? 

e Anything Goes! 

e Aunty Poppy's Storytime! 

e Bábaróos 

e Bishop Fulton Sheen”! 

e Borderline! 

e Boscon 

e Bosco: The Animated Series 
e Brogeen Follows the Magic Tune?” 
e Buntús Cainte?” 

e Dáithí Lacha” 

e Dempsey's Den 

e Deep Fried Swamp 


Dilín Ó Deamhas?^ 
Fortycoats & Co." 
Jump Around 

Look Around 

The Morbegs 

Murphy agus a Cháirde?" 
Newsline 

Out on Your Owns 
Paint for Fun 

Pajo's Junkbox?" 
Pat's Chat 

Pat's Hat?? 

Pat's Pals 

Scratch Saturday”! 
Seoirse agus Beartlaj^ 
Ten Minute Tales 

TV Gaga?" 

Video Time 
Wanderly Wagon} 
Youngline?» 

Zoo Logic 


0-9[edit] 


Z Days? 

30 Years A-Glowing"?^ 
100 Years*9 

50,000 Secret Journeys?» 


A[edit] 


A hAon is a hAon Sin a hAon**! 

A. J. F. O'Reilly: An Irish Lionen 
Access - Community Television! 
Act of Betrayal?! 

The Adam Faith Show*9 

Ag Déanamh Ceoil 

Airc“?! 

Aiséirí^ 

Aisling Gheal^ 

Alert 

...and finally France 

Amuigh Faoin Spéir 

An Fear agus a Chuid Ceoil^ 

The Angelus? 

Anissimov Conducts Beethoven" 
Anois is Aris™! 

Anthology"? 

Aria with Thirty Variations: The Goldberg Variations?" 


* Art Attacks 

e As the Crow Flies*" 

e As Zozimus Said! 

e At the Embankment?! 
e Atty Bunting 


B[edit] 


e Ballad Sheet®! 

e A Ballad Tour of Ireland! 

e The Ballroom of Romance™! 

e Ballymagash?" 

e Barry Mason, Songwriter?! 

e Be My Guest? 

e Beirt Eile 

e Bestsellers 

e The Big Top? 

e Billy Boyle in Magical Christmas Tour 
e Billy's Magic Christmas Box 
e The Birthday Show! 

e Blas na Fraincese 

e The Blue Notes" 

e Bóithrín na Smaointele 

e Booklines®! 

e Borderlines™ 

e Bracken” 

e Brandy Snap"? 

e Bring Down the Lamp”! 

e Broadsheet 

e Bull Island 

e By Meadow and Mountain/Mountain and Meadow”! 


C[edit] 


e Cabin Fever'e 

e Caught in a Free State"n 
e Challenging Times" 

e Check Up”! 

e Closedown2!201411801 

e Coiscéim™ 

e Comely Maidens?” 
D[edit] 


* Discovery? 
E[edit] 


e Eartothe Ground*" 
* Exhibit Ae! 


F[edit] 


€. bere) 


« Féach” 
e The Fenians®*! 
e Folio®™ 


e For Better, For Worse! 
e For Better Or Worse?" 

e For One Night Only?? 

e Framed"? 


G[edit] 


e Garda Patrof 

e The Garden 

e The Gay Byrne Music Show™ 
e Glenroe” 

¢ Good Afternoon201 
Greenfingers 

H[edit] 


e  Hall's Pictorial Weekly» 

e Hands! 

e Hands On?" 

e  Hanly's Peoples 

e Haughey” 

e Head 2 Toe! 

e Hidden History 

e The Humours of Donnybrook} 


I[edit] 


e [n Search of the Pope's Children?! 
e = /nsurrection®™ 


e = /reland's Generation Game"! 
e Irish Railways 


J[edit] 


e Jackpot» 
K[edit] 


e Know Your Sport 
L[edit] 


e Labhair Gaeilge Linn?! 
e Leader's Questions 


e Léargas 
e Legal Eagles" 


Lifting the Veil - The Politics of Television 
Live at 3^ 
Love [sg 


M[edit] 


Mailbag?) 

Mart and Market 

Masse 

The Meaning of Life 

Messiah"? 

Millennium Eve: Celebrate 2000"! 
The Mountain Lark" 


Murphy's Micro-Quiz-M 


N[edit] 


Newsbeat®! 

No Comment? 

Nodlaig McCarthy with... 
Notice to Quit?^ 


O[edit] 


Oireachtas Report: 

On The Street Where You Live® 
One to One”! 

Out of the Blug?9 

Outlook251291 

Out of Nowhere» 


P[edit] 


Pattern's 

Paper Chase 

The Person in Questionu? 
The Politicians» 

The Politics Programme?! 
A Prayer at Bedtime™! 
Prime Time Investigates:» 
Public Accounts" 


Public Enemy 


O[edit] 


Questions and Answers? 


R[edit] 


Radharc mus 


Rapid Roulette 
Read Write Now^^ 


The Riordans??! 
Room Outside 


S[edit] 


Scannal «1 

School Around the Corner" 
Secret Sights 

A Sense of Excellence 
Seven Ages" 

Simply Music™®! 

The Spike”! 

The State of Us! 


Strumpet City“?! 
Súil Thart” 


T[edit] 


Tales of KilnavarnaU^" 
Tangents?*2! 


Today Tonight3!!2016) 
Tolka Row?" 


To the Waters and the Wild 
The Tony Kenny Show 
Top Ace '823531 
Townlands'*4) 

Tracks and Trails? 
Treasure Island! 

The Treaty» 

Trom agus Éadrom?” 
True Lives?! 

Tuesday File» 

Turas Teanga"! 
TV50usn 


U[edit] 


Up and Running! 
Up for the Matchus 


V[edit] 


Video File 
The View?! 


Wledit] 


Waterways! 


When Reason Sleeps! 
Whistleblower!” 


Word in Action"! 
Why? 


Y[edit] 


e The Year of the French 
Z[edit] 


« the Zog™ 


Imported{edit] 
Current[edit] 


Telefís Éireann airs a small selection of imports, mostly sitcom repeats, soap operas and 
other dramas. These include: 


e EastEnders (since 2001):9 


e Keeping Up Appearances 
e Last of the Summer Wine 


e Mr. Bean 


e Neighbours 
e Shortland Street (since 1996) 


Former[edit] 


Telefis Eireann has aired: 


e The 20th Century?) 

e The 7th Heaven 

e 8 Simple Rules 

e ‘Allo ‘Allo! 

e The A-Team"! 

e Absolutely Fabulous 

e Ace Crawford, Private Eye 

e The Adventurer 

e The Adventures of Brisco County, Jr. 
e The Adventures of Robin Hood”! 

e The Adventures of the Black Stallion 
e Agatha Christie's Partners in Crime 
e Agatha Christie's Poirot 

e After Henry 

e Alias Smith and Jones 


e All Creatures Great and Small 
e Allthe Green Year 

e Alfred Hitchcock Presents 

e Almost Perfect 

e Aly Bain and Friends 

e Amazing Stories 

e Ancient Warriors 

e Are You Being Served?! 

e Ark on the Move 


Around the World in 80 Days (1989 miniseries) 


The Ascent of Man 
At Last the 1948 Show 
Australia Wild 

A.J. Wentworth, B.A. 
Bailey's Bird 
Bakersfield P.D. 
Ballykissangel 
Barbary Coast 
Barnaby Jones 
Batman 

Baywatch 

Baywatch Hawaii 
The Beachcombers'? 
Bearcats! 


The Beiderbecke Connection 
Benji's Very Own Christmas Story 


The Benny Hill Show 
Benson"! 

The Beverly Hillbillies 
Bewitched 

Beyond 2000 

The Big Pull 

Big Sky 

The Big Valley 

The Bionic Woman 
Bit of a Do 

The Black Forest Clinic 
Bless Me, Father 


Blood and Honor: Youth Under Hitler 


Blue Heelers 
Bonanza 

Boon 

Born Free 

The Brady Bunch 
Brat Farrar 
Brideshead Revisited 
Bring 'Em Back Alive 
The Brittas Empire 


Brooklyn South 
The Brothers 


Burke's Law (1994 series) 
Buongiorno Italia 

B.J. and the Bear 

Cagney and Lacey 

The Campbells 


Campion 
Cannon 


Carson's Law 

The Cavanaughs 

The Cedar Tree 

Charlie Chaplin 

Charlie's Angels (1976 series) 
The Charmer 

Cheers 

The Cheryl Ladd Special: Souvenirs 
China Beach 

CHiPs 

Christmas Lilies of the Field 
The Cinder Path 

Coach 

Code R 


Cody 

The Colbys 

Columbo”?! 

The Commish 

The Computer Programme 
Consuming Passions 

Coronation Street (1961-2001)2™ 
The Cosby Show 


Country G.P. 
A Country Practice"^ 


Cowboy in Africa 
Cracker 

Crayon Shin-chan™®! 
Dad's Army 

Daktari 

Dallas"? (1978 series) 


Danger Bay 
Daniel Boone 


The Danny Kaye Show 

Darkroom 

Darling Buds of May 

The Day of the Triffids (1981 series) 
The Days and Nights of Molly Dodd 
Deadly Harvest 

Death Valley Days 


Delia Smith's Cookery Course 
Dellaventura 


Dennis the Menace (1959 series) 
Designing Women 

Diagnosis: Murder 

The Dick Emery Show 

The Dick Van Dyke Shows 

The Dirtwater Dynasty 

The Disney Hour 


Disneyland 

The Donna Reed Show?» 
Double Trouble 

Dr. Finlay's Casebook9 
Dr Quinn, Medicine Woman 
The Drew Carey Show 
The Dukes of Hazzard 
The Dunera Boys 
Dynasty 

Edge of Darkness 
Emmerdale Farmi?! 


Emily of New Moon 


The Equalizer 

ERu7 1 

Ever Decreasing Circles 
The Everglades" 
Executive Stress 
Everybody Loves Raymond 


F Troop 
Falcon Crest 


The Fall and Rise of Reginald Perrin 
Fame 

The Fall Guy 

A Family at War 

Family Matters 

Family Ties 

The Famous Teddy Z 
The Fantastic Journey 
Farmhouse Kitchen 
Father Brown 

Father, Dear Father 
Father Dowling Mysteries 
Father Knows Best 
Fawlty Towers" 

The Fifth Missile 

The Flame Trees of Thika 
The Flight of the Heron 
The Flintstones"? 

The Flip Wilson Show 
Floyd on Fish 

The Flying Doctors 
Flying Plutonium 

Follow Me 

Forever Green 

The Forsyte Saga 
Fortune Hunter 

Frasier 

Fresh Fields 


The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 
Full Circle with Michael Palin 
Funny Man 

The Gangster Chronicles 
Gardeners' Diary 

Gemini Man" 

George and Leo 

George 

Get Smart 

Gloss 

The Golden Girls 

The Golden Palace 

Gone to Texas 

The Goodies 

The Good Life (1971 series) 
The Good Life (1975 series) 
Great Expectations (1981 series) 
Great Railway Journeys 

The Greatest American Hero 
Greatest Heroes of the Bible 
Green Acres 

Gunsmoke 

G.P. 

Hannay 


Happy Days 
Happy Ever After 


Harbormaster 

The Hardy Boys/Nancy Drew Mysteries 
Harry and the Hendersons 

Hart to Hart 

Hawaii Five-0 (1968 series) 

Head of the Class 

Heartbeat (British version) 

The Henderson Kids 

Here's Lucy 


Highway to Heaven 
The Hill of the Red Fox 


Hill Street Blues 
The Hitchhiker 

The Hogan Family*" 
Hold the Back Page 


Hollywood 
Home Improvement 


Home to Roost 
Honey, I Shrunk the Kids: The TV Show 
The Honeymooners 


Hooperman 
Hoover vs. The Kennedys 


Hotel 

House of Carabus 

The House of Eliott 
Huckleberry Finn and His Friends"! 
| Dream of Jeannie 

| Spy 

The Incredible Hulk (1978 series) 
Inside China 

Inside Japan 

In Search of... 

In the Heat of the Night 
The Irish R.M. 

Iron Horse 

It Takes a Thief 
Italianissimo 

Jack & Jill 

Jack and Mike 

Ihe Jack Benny Show 

JAG 

Jake and the Fatman 
Jeeves and Wooster 

Lj. Starbuck 

Kate and Allie 

Katts and Dog 

Knight Rider 

Knots Landing 

Kojak 

Kontakte 

Land of the Giants”®! 

Law and Order 

The Life and Times of Grizzly Adams 
Life Begins at Forty 

Life Goes On 

Lillie 

A Little Silver Trumpet 
Little House on the Prairie 
Lois and Clark: The New Adventures of Superman 
The London Embassy 

The Long White Trail 

Lost in Space 

Lou Grant 

Lovejoy 

The Love Boat 

Love on a Branch Line 
The Lucy Show 

Ludwig van Beethoven 
L.A. Law 


MacGyver 


The Mackenzie Affair 
Mad About You 

The Magician 
Maigret (1992 series) 
Major Dad 

Magnum, P.[.?» 

Man from Atlantis 
The Man from U.N.C.L.E.07% 
The Manhunter 
Mancuso, F.B.1. 
Mannix 

Mapp and Lucia 


Marcus Welby, M.D. 
The Martian Chronicles 


Mastermind 

Match of the Day 

Matlock 

Matt Houston 

Maya 

May to December 

McClain's Law 

The Men Who Killed Kennedy 
Miami Vice 

Michael Ball 

Midnight Caller 

Midsomer Murders 

Million Dollar Babies 

Mission: Impossible (1966 series) 
Mission: Impossible (1988 series) 
The Mississippi 

The Monkees 

Monsters 

The Monte Carlo Show 
Moonlighting 

The Morecambe & Wise Show 
Mork and Mindy 

The Mothers-in-Law 

Mr Bean 

Mr. Belvedere 

Mr. Deeds Goes to Town 

The Muppet Show 

Murder, She Wrote 

Murphy Brown 

Music City USA 

My Cousin Rachel 

My Friend Flicka 

My Life and Times 

My Wife Next Door 


My World and Welcome to It 
M*A*S*H 

The Nancy Drew/Hardy Boys Mysteries 
Paint Along with Nancy Kominsky"? 
The Nanny 

The Nature of Things 

Ned and Stacey 

Nero Wolfe (1981 series) 
Never the Twain 

The New Adventures of Robin Hood 
The New Avengers 

The New Dick Van Dyke Show 
Nightmare Cafe 

The Nightmare Years 

North and South 

Nothing Scared 

Nobody's Perfect 

N.Y.P.D. Blue 

The Odd Couple 

Oh Happy Band! 

The Onedin Line 

One by One 

One Foot in the Grave 

Only Fools and Horses 
Opportunity Knocks 

The Oprah Winfrey Show 

The Oregon Trail 

Our House 

Our Mutual Friend 

The Outcasts 

The Over-the-Hill Gang 

The Pallisers 

The Paper Moon 

Paradise 

Perfect Scoundrels 

Perry Mason 

The Persuaders! 

Petrocelli 

The Phil Silvers Show 

Playing Shakespeare 

Poldark 

Police Squad! 

The Politician's Wife 

Pottery Ladies 

The Power and the Glory 

The Powers of Matthew Star 
The Practice 

Pride and Prejudice (1980 series) 


The Prisoner 

The Prisoner of Zenda 
Q.E.D. 

Rangi's Catch 

Rags to Riches 

The Ray Bradbury Theatre 
Reasonable Doubts 
Reckless 

Remington Steele 

Rich Man, Poor Man 
Rings on Their Fingers 
Rising Damp 

Riverboat 

The River Kings 

The Road West 

Robin of Sherwood 
RoboCop: The Series 
The Rockford Files 

The Rolf Harris Show 
Room for Two 

Rowan & Martin's Laugh-In 
Rude Health 

Rumpole of the Bailey 
Run, Buddy, Run 

Rush 

Ruth Rendell Mysteries 
The Saint 

Salvage 1 

Sam 

Santa Barbara"? 
Sapphire and Steel 
Savannah 

Sea Hunt 

SeaQuest DSV 

Second Thoughts 

The Secret Life of Machines 
Scarecrow and Mrs. King 
Scene of the Crime 

The Sculptress 
Shannon's Deal 

Shine on Harvey Moon 
Sierra 

Simon & Simon 

The Simpsons 

The Six Million Dollar Man 


The Slap Maxwell Story 
Small Sacrifices 


Snowy River: The McGregor Saga 


Some Mothers Do 'Ave 'Em 
Sons and Daughters" 

The Sopranos 

South Riding" 

Space: Above and Beyond 
Space Precinct 

Spencer: For Hire* 

Spin City 

Star Trek: The Next Generation 
Stingers 

Stingray (1985 series) 
Street Legal 

St. Elsewhere 

The Sullivans) 

Supertrain 

Surgical Spirit 

Sweet Justice 

Taggart 

Take Six Cooks 

Take the High Road 

A Tale of Two Cities 

Tales from the Dark Side 
Tales of the Unexpected 
Tammy 

Tarzan 

Taxi 

Technical Studies 

Tenko 

Terry and June 

Testament to the Bushmene» 
The Thin Blue Line 
Thunder Alley 

Tiger on the Tiles 

Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy 
Tomorrow's World®! 
Touched By an Angel 

A Touch of Frost 

To Serve Them All My Days 
To the Manor Born 

Top Club 

Tracey Takes On... 

Traffik 

Twin Peaks 

Two's Company 

The Undersea World of Jacques Cousteau 
Under Suspicion 

Upstairs, Downstairs 
Valerie 


The Van Dyke Show 
Veronica's Closet 

The Vicar of Dibley 

The Victorian Kitchen Garden 
A Vous La France 

Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea 
The Waltons 

Wanted Dead or Alive 

The Whiteoaks of Jalna 
Who's the Boss? 

Wildlife on One 

Wings 

Wish Me Luck 

Wojeck 

Wolf to the Slaughter 

A Woman Named Jackie 


Women of the Sun 

The Wonder Years 

The Wonderful World of Disney 
Xena: Warrior Princess 

Yan Can Cook 

Yellowthread Street 

Yes, Prime Minister 

The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles 
Young Ramsay 

The Young Riders 

Zoya 


Young children's programming[edit] 


The 13 Ghosts of Scooby-Doo 

3-2-1 Contact 

The Adventure Machine 

The Adventures of Babar 

The Adventures of Black Beauty 

The Adventures of Raggedy Ann and Andy 
The Adventures of Robinson Crusoe 
The Adventures of Skippy 

The Adventures of Teddy Ruxpin 

The Adventures of the Black Stallion 
The Adventures of Rin Tin Tin 

The Adventures of the Terrible Ten 
The Abbott and Costello Cartoon Show 
Action Man (1995 series) 

Aladdin 

Alias the Jester 


All Change 
All the Green Year 


Alvin and the Chipmunks 

Andy Robson 

Animaland 

Animals, Animals, Animals 

The Animals of Farthing Wood 
Around the World with Willy Fog 


Arthur! and the Square Knights of the Round Table 
Augie Doggie and Doggie Daddy 


Babar 

Babar and Father Christmas 
Ihe Baby's Storybook 
Bailey's Bird 

Bananas in Pyjamas 
Barbapapa 

The Barkleys 

Barney 


Barney and Friends 
Batman: The Animated Series 


The Battle of Billy's Pond 
Battle of the Planets 

Bay City 

Bear in the Big Blue House 
Beau Geste 

Belle and Sebastian 

Benji, Zax & the Alien Prince 
The Berenstain Bears 

Bertie the Bat 

Bill and Ben 

Bill and Bunny 

The Biz 

Blue Peter Special Assignment 
Bobobobs 

Bolek and Lolek 

Bonkers 

The Box of Delights 

Boy Dominic 

Bozo the Clown 

Brendon Chase 

Bright Sparks 

The Bubblies 

Buford and the Galloping Ghost 
The Bugs Bunny Show 
Bugs Bunny 


The Busy World of Richard Scarry 


Butterfly Island 
Cadillacs and Dinosaurs 


Cardcaptors 
The Care Bears 


The Cares of the Shore Patrol 
Cattanooga Cats 

Catweazle 

Casper and Friends 

Casper and the Angels 

The CB Bears 

Charlie Chalk 

Children of Fire Mountain 
Children of the New Forest 
Children of the Stones 

The Chinese Word for Horse 
Chip 'n Dale: Rescue Rangers 
Chocky's Challenge 
Christmas Eve on Sesame Street 
The Chronicles of Narnia 
Circus Friends 

Classical Disney Cartoons 
Clue Club 

Cockleshell Bay 

Coconuts 

Codename Icarus 

Come Midnight Monday 

The Coral Island 

Coral World 


Count Duckula 
The Count of Monte Cristo'srbiauation needed) 
Cyrano 


Dai Mouse to the Rescue 

Danger Mouse (1981 series) 

Dastardly and Muttley in Their Flying Machines 
Defenders of the Earth 

Dennis the Menace and Gnasher 
Deputy Dawg 

Detective Bogey 

The Devil and Daniel Mouse 

Dinky Dog 

Disney's Adventures of the Gummi Bears 
Doctor Dolittle 

Dog and Cat 

Dog City 

Dogtanian and the Three Muskehounds 
Dominic 

Doug 

Drama 7 

Dramarama 

Droopy Dog 

DuckTales (Original series) 

The Eagle of the Ninth 


The Edison Twins 

Edward and Friends 

The Electric Company 
Emma and Grandpa 
Eureka 

European Fairy Tales 
European Folk Tales 
Fables of the Green Forest 
Falcon Island 

Family Dog 

Faerie Tale Theatre 

The Famous Five (1978 series) 
The Famous Five (1995 series) 
Felix the Cat 

The Fenouillard Family 
Festival of Family Classics 
Fievel's American Tails 
Fireman Sam 

Filopat and Patafil 

The Flintstone Kids 

The Flockton Flyer 

The Flying Kiwi 

Follow Me (1977 series) 
Follyfoot 

Foo Foo 

The Four 

Fraggle Rock 
Freewheelers 

Fudge 

Funky Phantom 

Galtar and the Golden Lance 
Garfield and Friends 
Garfield in the Rough 

The Gemini Factor 

Gentle Ben 

George of the Jungle 


George Shrinks 
The Ghost Busters 


The Ghost of Monk's Island 

The Ghosts of Motley Hall 

The Girl from Tomorrow 

The Girl from Tomorrow Part Il: Tomorrow's End 
Goof Troop 

The Great Grape Ape 

Gumby 

Habatales 

Hannibal's Footsteps 

Hattytown Tales 


The Haunted School 

The Haunting of Cassie Palmer 
Haydaze 

Heathcliff and Dingbat 
Heathcliff and Marmaduke 
Heckle and Jeckle 

Heidi 

Help!... It's the Hair Bear Bunch! 
Henry's Leg 

Here Come the Double Deckers 
Here Comes Mumfie 

He-Man & She-Ra: A Christmas Special 
Hogg's Back 

Hong Kong Phooey 


The Hostages 
The Houndcats 


How 

Hoze Houndz 
Huckleberry Hound 
Hunter's Gold 

H.R. Pufnstuf 

lam Weasel 

Inch High Private Eye 
Into the Labyrinth 
Jabberjaw 

Jackanory Playhouse 
James Bond jr. 

Jana of the Jungle 
Jennifer's Journey 
Jeremy the Bear 

The Jetsons 

Jockey School 

Jumbo Spencer 

Just William (1977 series) 
Kaboodle 

Karelian Tales 

Kipper 

The Kwicky Koala Show 
Lassie 

Lassie's Rescue Rangers 
The Legend of Tarzan 


The Legends of Treasure Island 
Leon the Fox 


Little Bear 

The Little Drummer Boy 

Little Lord Fauntleroy (1976 series) 
A Little Princess 

The Little Rascals 


Little Zoo 

The Littlest Hobo 

The Lone Ranger (1980 series) 
Loopy de Loop 

The Lost Islands 

Ludwig 

The Magic Boomerang 
Magic Mike Tales 

The Magic of Herself the Elf 
The Magic Roundabout 
Magilla Gorilla 

Magpie 

Matt and Jenny 

Max and Moritz 

Maya the Bee 

Midnight is a Place 
Mighty Mouse 

Mighty Mouse and Friends 
Mike and Angelo 

Mike, Lu and Og 

The Minikins 

Mirror, Mirror 

Mopatop's Shop 

Mr. Men 

Mr. T 

Muppet Babies 

The Nargun and the Stars 
NASCAR Racers 

Nature Watch 

Nellie the Elephant 


Nestor, the Long-Eared Christmas Donkey 
The New Adventures of Black Beauty 


The New Adventures of Mighty Mouse and Heckle & Jeckle 
The New Pink Panther Show 

The New Shmoo 

Nilus the Sandman: The Boy Who Dreamed Christmas 
Noah's Island 

Nobody's House 

Noddy 

Noggin the Nog 

Ocean Girl 

The Odyssey 

Oggy and the Cockroaches 

Oliver Twist 

Once Upon a Time 

Once Upon a Time... Life 

Ovide Video 

Paddington 


Paint Along with Nancy 
Pandamonium 
Papa Beaver's Storytime 
The Paper Lads 
Park Ranger 
The Patchwork Hero 
Paw Paws 
Pecola 
Pepper Ann 
The Perils of Penelope Pitstop 
Peter and the Magic Egg 
Peter Pan (1976 musical) 
The Phoenix and the Carpet 
The Pied Piper of Hamelin 
The Pink Panther 
Pink Panther and Friends 
The Pink Panther Show 
Pip the Appleseed Knight 
Pixie and Dixie and Mr. Jinks 
Popeye 
The Powerpuff Girls 
Professor Moffett's Science Workshop 
A Pup Named Scooby-Doo 
The Puppy's Further Adventures 
The Puppy's Great Adventure 
The Puppy's New Adventures 
Quack Pack 

uag Quao 
Quick Draw McGraw 
The Raccoons 
Raggedy Ann and Andy in The Great Santa Claus Caper 
The Real Ghostbusters 
The Red and the Blue 
Redwall 
Return of the Antelope 
Ric the Raven 
Ritter's Cove 
The Road Runner Show 
Road to Avonlea 
Robotman & Friends 
Rocket Power 
Rockschool 
Rocky Hollow 


The Roman Holidays 
Round the Bend 


The Rovers 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer 
Rugrats 


Rupert 

Runaway Ralph 

Sabrina: The Animated Series 
Santa's Christmas Snooze 
Satellite City 

Saturdee 

Sea Urchins 

The Secret Garden 

Secret Squirrel 

The Secret World of Polly Flint 
Sesame Street 

Seven Little Australians 
Scooby-Doo 

Scooby-Doo, Where Are You! 
Scooby and Scrappy-Doo 
Scooby, Scrappy and Yabba-Doo 
Scooby Goes Hollywood 
Scooby's All-Star Laff-A-Lympics 
Sheep in the Big City 
Shingalana the Little Hunter 
Shirt Tales 

The Shoe People 

Simon and the Witch 

Skippy the Bush Kangaroo 

Sky Pirates 

The Smoggies 

The Smurfs 

Snacker 

Snorks 

The Snowman 

Space Ghost and Dino Boy 
Space Stars 

Spider-Man 

Spider-Woman 

Sport Billy 

Stig of the Dump 

Stingray (1964 series) 
Storybook International 

Story Beneath the Sands 

The Story of the Dancing Frog 
Strawberry Shortcake in Big Apple City 
Supergran 

SuperTed 

Super Chicken 

Swallows and Amazons Forever! 
The Swiss Family Robinson (1975 series) 
T-Bag 

Take Hart 


Take Off 

Tales of the Riverbank 
Tarzan and the Super 7 
Tarzan, Lord of the Jungle 
Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles 
Teletubbies 

Tex Avery Cartoons 
Thunderbirds 

The Tiger and the Cat 
Timothy Goes to School 

Tiny Toon Adventures 

The Tiny Tree 

Tom and Jerry 

Tom and Jerry Kids 

Tom's Midnight Garden 

The Tomorrow People (1992 series) 
Top Cat 

Tots TV 

Touché Turtle and Dum Dum 
Travellers by Night 

Treasure Island 

Tweenies 

Ulysses 31 

The Unbroken Arrow 

Under the Mountain 

The Untamed World 

The Untouchables of Elliot Mouse 
Valley of the Dinosaurs 
Vision On 

The Voyage of the Mimi 

The Voyages of Doctor Dolittle 
Walt Disney's Mickey and Donald 
Watch Mr. Wizard 

We All Have Tales 

The Web 

The White Stone 

Widget 

Wild, Wild World of Animals 
Wildvision 

The Wind in the Willows 
Wizbit 

The Wombles (1973 series) 


The Wonderful World of Strawberry Shortcake 


Woody Woodpecker 
The Woody Woodpecker Show 


The World of David the Gnome 
The World of Jules Vernue 
The World of Strawberry Shortcake 


e The Wuzzles 


e X-Men 
e Yogi Bear 


e Yogi Bear's All Star Comedy Christmas Caper 


e Yogi's Treasure Hunt 


e Zoom the White Dolphin 


Special eventsiedit] — — 


e Ardfheis - The Leader's Speech 


e Budget coverage 
e Election coveragebe 


e Eurovision Song Contest! é!esiecie7i2881 and National Song Contest 
e FIFA World Cup (some coverage) 


e Olympic Games (some coverage) 


e People in Need Telethon"! 
e The Rose of Tralee?! 


e State funerals 
e State visits 


e The Late Late Toy Show 
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RTÉ News Now 


RTE 
News 


Launched 12 June 2008 
Owned by Raidio Teilifis Eireann 
Country Ireland 
Language English 
Irish 


Irish Sign Language 
Broadcast area Ireland 
Headquarters Donnybrook, Dublin 
Sister channel(s) RTE One 
RTE2 
RTEjr 
Website rte.ie/news 
Availability 
Terrestrial 


Saorview Channel 21 


Satellite 


Sky Ireland Channel 521 
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(28.2?E) 

Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 200 
Ireland 

IPTV 
eir Vision Channel 517 


Streaming media 


RTÉ News Watch live (Worldwide) 

UPC Horizon Watch live (Ireland only) 

Aer TV Watch live (Ireland only) 

RTÉ Player Watch live (available depending on 
rights) 


RTE News Now is an Irish free-to-air news television network operated by Irish State- 
broadcaster RTÉ. The channel launched as RTÉ News Now available exclusively online 
on 12 June 2008. The channel began broadcasting as a free-to-air channel on 29 
October 2010 on Saorview. 


The channel broadcasts free-to-air and commercial-free.” It is available in Ireland and 
globally online, on mobile phones and an iPhone/iPad application is also widely available 
free. |t is operated by RTÉ's department RTE News and Current Affairs and broadcasts 
in the Irish, English and ISL languages. 


Historyledit! 


RTE News Now was originally available only to online users of the RTE website and on 
mobile phones when the channel launched on 12 June 2008." Availability of the channel 
improved during test trials of Saorview in December 2009. The channel has been made 


available since May 2010 on train services within Dublin city and surrounding regions 
under a special agreement between CIE and RTE. Previously, Sky News provided such 
a service. Since October 29, 2010 the channel is available free-to-air to 9896 of homes 
throughout the Republic of Ireland through Saorview. Upon the announcement in 
February 2011 that RTE News Now would become a permanent fixture to the Saorview 
line-up a number of media organizations criticized such a move claiming RTÉ would 
continue to have a monopoly over news output within Ireland. 


In 2017 Head of News and Current Affairs at RTÉ Jon Williams has suggested he could 
discontinue RTE News Now to save money. 


Advertisingredit] 


RTÉ News Now is currently one of only two RTÉ channels that does not carry 
advertising. The other being RTÉjr. In January 2015 it was reported that RTÉ intend to 
ask the Minister for Communications to allow them carry advertising on RTÉ News Now 
as part of an overhaul of the service. The broadcaster has put forward a proposal to add 
advertising to the channel in the near future, such a proposal needs government 
sanction. 


Formatiediti 


* The channel regularly simulcasts live news bulletins and current affairs programmes 
as they are broadcast on RTÉ One and/or RTÉ Two. The remaining programming on 
the channel serves as a replay service of the most recent news, sport and weather 
bulletins, the streaming of raw feeds of breaking news stories and 'filler' 
programmes such as 'news headlines'. The channel also airs the latest breaking 
news stories from Ireland and around the world. 


Schedulingiteait] 


The channel airs live news programmes such as Six One, as they are broadcast on other 
RTÉ channels, along with weather forecasts. During other periods, live current affairs 
programmes such as Prime Time are shown. Outside of these hours the most recent 
show is repeated, looped, unless interrupted by live feeds of breaking news stories. Up- 
to-the-minute financial data and weather are also broadcast on-air. As with many other 
stations, a live ticker is provided, across the bottom of the screen, providing headlines 
sourced from content on the broadcaster's website. 


RTÉ have a number of bulletins on the channel that do not air on RTÉ One or RTÉ Two; 
they also provide a live Irish language news bulletin at 17:00 each weekday. They 
provide special reports from different news and current affairs programming, this is 
identified as RTE News Now Highlights. News2Day also appears on the channel. 


RTÉ have proposed some other changes to the RTÉ News Now schedule: 


e Television news bulletins at 08:00 and 09:00 during Morning Ireland 

e Sporting events that RTE have rights to but cannot currently provide coverage due 
to scheduling conflicts 

e Extra sporting analysis that currently runs on RTÉ's live Internet service 


Programmingledit] 

The channel broadcasts a mix of news and current affairs shows. 
News[edit] 

The channel airs the following RTÉ news programmes live: 


e Morning Ireland 

e RTÉ News: One O'Clock 

e RTÉ News: Six One 

e RTE News: Nine O'Clock 

e RTÉ News @ 10:00, 11:00, 12:00, 15.00, 16.00 & 23:00 

e Nuacht RTE at 17.00 and at 17.40 (Irish language) (including RTÉ News with Signing) 
e  News2day (Children's news bulletin) 


Regular news bulletins and weather forecasts shown on RTÉ One and Two throughout 
the day are also simulcast on RTE News Now. 


Typical Weekday Schedule[edit] 


As of April 2019, the following is a typical weekday schedule currently broadcast on the 
channel: 


e 7.00am - Morning Ireland: Live simulcast of the RTE Radio 1 morning news 
programme, broadcast from their studio webcam 

e 9.00am - Euronews Good Morning Europe: Live simulcast of Euronews 

e 10.00am - RTE News followed by a live simulcast of RTE Radio 1's Today with Sean 
O'Rourke 

e 11.00am - RTE News Bulletin at 11, repeated through on a loop for the rest of the 


hour 

e 12.00pm - RTE News Bulletin at 12, repeated through on a loop for the rest of the 
hour 

e 1.00pm - RTE News: One O'Clock. Live simulcast of RTE One's lunchtime news 
bulletin 


e 1.30pm - The One O'Clock News is repeated on a loop until 3.00pm 

e 3.00pm - RTE News Bulletin at 3, repeated through on a loop for the rest of the hour 

e 4.00pm - RTE News Bulletin at 4, repeated through on a loop for the rest of the hour 
(includes live simulcast of News2Day at 4.25pm) 

e 5.00pm - Nuacht RTE le TG4, repeated on a loop until 5.40pm 

e 5.40pm - Nuacht RTE le TG4 and News for the Deaf: Live simulcast with RTE One 

e 6.01pm -RTE Six One News: Live simulcast of RTE One's flagship early evening 
news bulletin 

e 7.00pm - Euronews Raw Politics: Live simulcast of Euronews 

e 8.00pm - RTE Six One News repeated 

e 9.00pm - RTE News: Nine O'Clock. Live simulcast of RTE One's main evening news 
bulletin 

e 9.35pm - Depending on the day of the week, RTE News Now simulcasts live RTE One 
current affairs shows such as The Late Debate, Clare Byrne Live and Prime Time. If 
any of these shows are not on the air, RTE News Now simply repeats the Nine 
O'Clock News. 


e 11.00pm - After a late live RTE News Update at 11.00pm, the channel hands over to 
Euronews, which is then simulcast through the night until 7.00am. 

e Up-to-date changes in the schedule of the channel are outlined on the official 
schedules website of RTE. 


Raw Politics[edit] 


euronews' Raw Politics broadcasts on the channel each day since November 2018 airing 
separate to the Euronews channel. 


Breaking news[edit] 


RTÉ News Now provides detailed analysis of breaking news stories domestically and 
internationally. 


Overnight and special simulcasts[edit] 
RTÉ News Now simulcasts Euronews from 23:00 to 7:00 every day. 


RTE Weather[edit] 


RTE News Now Weather 2014 


RTE Weather provides the channel with weather updates, some updates are a re- 
broadcast of what has previously aired across RTE television or updates produced 
specific to the channel. Due to commercial advertising being prohibited from the 
channel weather updates have no sponsorship unlike other updates across RTE 
television and radio. 


RTE TENIedit] 


RTE TEN (The Entertainment Network) provides viewers with up-to-the minute showbiz 
news from music reviews, interviews, film premieres and more. The show airs daily and 
hosts a weekly round-up show each weekend. 


Current affairs[edit] 


It broadcasts these current affairs shows: 


e Prime Time 

e Prime Time Investigates 
e Claire Byrne Live 

e The Week In Politics 

e Nationwide 

e Oireachtas Report 

e Leaders Questions 

e Late Debate 


Sports[edit] 


RTÉ News Now broadcast the opening and closing ceremonies of the 2014 Winter 
Olympics, they also have a special highlights programming for the duration of the 
games provided by the Olympic Broadcast Services. They also broadcast some live 


sport for the 2016 Summer Olympics. 
They also broadcast the Camogie finals along with RTÉ Two. 


RTÉ News rebrand[edit] 


The RTÉ News Studio in 2009 


On 9 February 2009 RTÉ News received a major revamp, with a new ‘walk-around' | 
studio, new music, titles and graphics. The new look also lead to the revamp of RTEs 
New's Now on-screen rolling tickers. Weather forecasts form of a core of the news 
bulletins, like much of RTE's news. During commercial breaks a new RTE News Now 
ident is shown. 


On 25 May 2011 RTE News Now revamped its on-screen identity giving viewers more 
detailed content. 


In late 2014, RTE News Now is set for another rebrand.22 On 30 November 2014 RTE 
News Now revealed its new on-air identity inline with RTE News rebrand in early 2014.24 


RTE News and Current Affairs not available on News 
Nowledit] 


e NewsFeed - Only broadcasts on RTÉ2 

e The Works - RTE One's weekly arts news and review programme 

e RTE Sports News Programming e.g. The Sunday Game, Second Captains, Against 
The Head, Republic of Soccer 

e Euro Parliament Report 


Availability(edit} 


The channel is available nationwide as of 29 October 2010 on Saorview, Ireland's 
national digital terrestrial service. On 2 October 2012 it also launched on UPC Ireland. 
22 On 18 January 2016 it launched on Sky Ireland. The channel is available online 
throughout the world, without restriction. The service is available through a 

special iPhone application.” Currently, the service is available in Windows Media 
Player and RealPlayer formats, and in Flash H.264 format on the Ireland-only RTÉ. 
player.“ On 19 January 2010 RTE announced a new application for the iPhone and iPod 


Touch.3s It was announced on 19 May 2010 that RTE News Now would begin appearing 
on Transvision digital screens in the main Dublin Bus and Train stations (Heuston, 
Connolly, Pearse and Busaras).“4 In November 2010, the service became available, free 
of charge, on Android smartphone customers through the app store, Android Market for 
use over 3G networks and wi-fi, regardless of service provider. 


RTE News Now Appledit! 


On Thursday 17 April 20142: RTE News Now launched a new app for 

both iPhone and Android. With over 1 million downloads the service is the most used 
news app in the Republic of Ireland. The next generation News Now App provide users 
with an expanded range of content, new features and an innovative, market-leading 
app experience. The service will eventually be made available on iPad and other 
tablets." 


RTE News Now Strategy: 2012 to 2017 and Possible 
Closureredit] 


On 16 September 2013 RTÉ management announced its Strategy:2012-2017. Under the 
strategy RTE confirmed its commitment to the 24 hour news channel. It is hoped that 
the channel will broadcast live bulletins from 07:00 - 00:00 with fewer repeats. Over 
80% of the channels existing content is made-up of repeats with exception to live news 
broadcasts and breaking news stories.22 RTE want to drive the channel towards 
becoming "the driver of the 24-hour news cycle." 


By 2018, due to the lack of revenue available for the channel and low viewing figures, 
RTÉ's Dee Forbes confirmed her intention to close the channel by early 2019 following a 
review by the government and broadcasting authorities. An internal review within RTE 
will also determine the stations closure. As of April 2019 no decision has yet been 
announced on the channel's future and it is still on air. With early morning news 
bulletins discontinued on RTE 1, the only morning news coverage on RTE Television is 
now provided on RTE News Now with the live simulcast of RTE Radio 1's Morning Ireland 
web-stream and short news updates at 10.00am and 11.00am.24. 


Awardsiedit] 


In October 2008, RTÉ News Now won the award for Business Services at the Inspired IT 
Awards in Dublin.z 2 In November 2010, RTE News Now iPhone app won Best Media app, 
Best Apple App and the Grand Prix awards at 'The Appy's 2010 with The Carphone 
Wareshouse’.23! 


MIS 


NEWS 
NOW 


RTÉ News Now Logo 2009-2014 


See alsoredit] 


e RTE News and Current Affairs 


e RTE Digital Radio News 
e News broadcasting 


e List of news channels 
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RTEjr 


| Launched 27 May 2011 


‘Owned by Raidio Teilifis Eireann 


| Picture format 576i 16:9 (SDTV) 


Audience share 0.9% (August 2015, TAM) 


‘Slogan Hey! What's your thing? 


Country Ireland 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Headquarters 


Sister channel(s) 


Website 


Saorview 


Saorsat 


Sky Ireland 


Sky UK 


Astra 2E 
(28.2°E) 


Virgin Media 


English 
Irish 


Ireland 


Northern Ireland 


Donnybrook, Dublin 


RTE One 


RTE2 


RTE News Now 


TRTE 


rte.ie/rtejr 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 7 


Satellite 


Ka-Sat 9A (9.0°E), TP 20185 L 


Channel 623 


Channel 630 
(Northern Ireland only) 
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Cable 


Channel 600 


Ireland 


Streaming media 


Virgin TV Watch live (Ireland only) 

Anywhere 

Aer TV Watch live (Ireland only) 

RTÉ Player Watch live (available depending on 
rights) 


RTÉjr is an Irish free-to-air kids television channel operated by State-owned 
broadcaster RTE. The channel targets a demographic of 2- to 7-year-olds. 


The channel broadcasts 12 hours of programming each day between 6:00am and 
7:00pm." It is supported by radio station RTE Junior and additional services available 
on-demand, on mobile and online.*! The channel operates alongside its sister 

strand TRTÉ on RTÉ2. 


Historyledit! 


RTEjr was initially a programming block on public service broadcaster RTE2, launching 
on 20 September 2010, replacing Den Tots. 


RTÉ planned on launching a television channel dedicated to RTÉjr; it launched on May 
27, 2011 at 11:00 (IST). The channel does not carry advertising, in line with the 
broadcaster's policy not to target advertising towards those under 6 years of age. 
Additionally, the BAI demanded the channel would not carry advertising. 


By April 2013, the channel began a stand-alone schedule; however, plans to replace the 
RTÉjr block on RTÉ2 have yet to come to light. The channel broadcasts as a stand-alone 
channel with its own schedule and new programming. 


On 6 July 2017, RTEjr extended its on-air hours; the channel then started at 6am rather 
than 7 am. 


Availabilityieait] 


The channel is available to 9896 of television viewers within the Republic of 

Ireland through Saorview. The channel became available on Virgin Media Ireland on 
channel 600 on 15 March 2012! and on Sky Ireland on channel 624 (635 in NI) on 15 
April 2013. The channel's programming can be viewed internationally through its on- 
demand service, mobile services and website. 


Programmingledit] 


The channel has a wide range of domestically produced programming, either in-studio 
programming or animations. Its flagship programme is hosted by 

former Six member Emma O'Driscoll, Muireann NiChiobhain, Clara Murray and their 
puppet friends Séamus the dog and Bláithín the flower fairy. The channel has a strong 
focus on inclusive programming with a mix of programming in Irish, English and ISL 
languages. 


On 3 May 2011," RTÉjr broadcast Punky, the world's first animated series which 
focuses on the life and adventures of a girl with Down syndrome. The show is 
broadcast daily at 10:25 and 13:45. It was designed by award-winning Irish animation 
company Monster Animation and Design. 


On 15 April 2013 the channel hosted 14 newly commissioned programmes, including 
the bilingual show Spraoi, the dance show Move /t! and RTEjr Workshop. 


See alsoreait] 


. Cúla 4- Irish-language children's channel 
e RTE Jr Radio - RTE DAB radio station aimed at children 


Referencesriedit] 


1. ^ Jump up to:* * - Burke, Elaine (10 April 2013). "RTÉjr to become dedicated cross- 
platform kids' channel on 15 April". Silicon Republic. Retrieved 30 August 2013. 

2. ^ "RTÉ overhauls children's TV schedule". The Irish Times. 9 September 2010. 

3. ^ "No children's TV on RTÉ 2 from next month". Newstalk. 10 March 2013. Retrieved 30 
August 2013. 

4. ^ "UPC forges ahead with new content from RTÉ" (PDF). UPC Ireland. 13 March 2012. 
Retrieved 14 March 2012. 

5. ^ Jump up to: * "RTÉ launches new animation series Punky". RTE News. 28 April 2011. 

6. ^ "Punky' and 'Gumball' Arrive on TV Screens". IFTN. 28 April 2011. Retrieved 30 
August2013. 

7. ^ "Monster Animation". Monster Animation. Retrieved 30 August 2013. 


External linksieaiti 


e Official website 


RTE Ireland 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article is about the proposed television channel. For the channel's owner, 
see Raidió Teilifís Eireann. 


RTÉ Ireland 


Owned by Raidió Teilifís Éireann 


Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 


Country Ireland 
Language English 
Irish 


Broadcast area United Kingdom, Worldwide 


(expected) 


Headquarters Dublin 


Sister RTÉ One 
channel(s) RTÉ Two 
RTÉ News Now 
RTÉjr 


Website http://www.rte.ie/ 


RTE Ireland (lit. Raidió Teilifis Eireann Ireland = Radio Television Ireland Ireland) is the 
planned international television channel by Ireland's public service broadcaster Raidió 
Teilifís Eireann (RTÉ).:2 The channel will broadcast online at RTE.ie, IPTV and on satellite 
in the United Kingdom. There is currently no expected launch date. 


The channel is expected to offer programmes from RTE One and Two, including 
education, drama, comedy, music, news and current affairs. This includes The All Ireland 
Talent Show, Fair City, Dragons' Den and The Late Late Show. . 

The Oireachtas (parliament) has passed legislation requiring that RTE supply 
international service to suit the needs of Irish citizens living abroad, along with other 
new digital RTÉ channels. 


History[edit] 


The channel was initially to launch in Spring 2009 under the branding RTÉ International. 
The channel was expected to launch in the United Kingdom in March 2009. (RTE's 


domestic channels are already available on Freeview, Sky and Virgin Media in Northern 
Ireland, but not to Great Britain, owing to rights restrictions.) There are also plans to 
launch the channel in North America and Central Europe. 


A similar service aired from 1996 until 2002 operated by a now-defunct cable and 
satellite channel, Tara Television. This channel was carried on Sky in the United 
Kingdom and on a small number of cable television services. The channel was 7596 
owned by UPC, RTÉ owned the remaining 25%. It was claimed by RTÉ that the channel 
could not pay royalty payments due to RTÉ for their programming. Despite a last minute 
deal between Setanta Sports and UPC, Tara closed down, leaving Irish viewers in Britain 
without access to Irish television. Setanta then considered themselves creating a direct 
replacement channel carrying the best of RTE TV in Britain during 2004, but this did not 
materialise. 


A Liberal Democrat councillor, of Irish extraction, Martin Curry, is seeking to have RTE 
International carried on the digital terrestrial television service, Freeview, if Sky 
removes its channels from Freeview, rather than allowing Sky to use the bandwidth for 
subscription television. However, this is unlikely to happen as limited capacity on 
Freeview generally prevents the broadcasting of minority channels during main 
daytime/peak time hours. !etaton needed 


On 17 March 2008, Eamon Ryan the Minister for Communications announced the launch 
of RTÉ International under the new working title of Diaspora TV. On 4 June 2008 The. 
Irish Post reported that the channel would not in fact be named Diaspora TV and would 
keep the RTÉ International name, they also added that the channel may be operational 
ahead of the previously scheduled launch date of 17 March 2009.4 On 2 November 
2008, RTÉ postponed the planned launch, citing straitened financial circumstances. The 
broadcaster wrote to Eamon Ryan during October claiming that it would be "unwise" for 
it to continue with the plan. RTÉ said it intended to honour the commitment in the 2007 
Broadcasting Act and hoped to launch the station by the end of 2009. A spokeswoman 
for Eamon Ryan said the decision to postpone the launch of the channel was "a 
reflection of the financial realities in Ireland and worldwide". She said the minister is 
committed to the idea of RTÉ International and that it could be a "brilliant product" 
similar to BBC World News.5! 


In September 2013 RTÉ announced new plans to launch the channel in the United 
Kingdom under the working title of RTE Ireland, as part of their five-year strategic plan. 
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This article is about the organisation within RTE. For the online channel, see RTE News 
Now. 


RTÉ News 


RT€ News and Current Affairs 


Type Independent Business Division (IBD) 
of RTÉ 


Industry Media 


Headquart RTE Television Centre, Donnybrook 


orc Dublin 4 

Ireland 
Area Specific services 
served 


for Ireland including Northern Ireland 


Key people Jon Williams (Managing Director)! 


Services Radio and television broadcasts 
Owner RTÉ 
Website rte.ie/news 


RTE News and Current Affairs (Irish: Nuacht agus Cürsaí Reatha RTÉ, is the national 
news service provided by Irish public broadcaster Raidió Teilifis Eireann. Its services 
include local, national, European and international news, investigative journalism and 
current affaris programming for RTE television, radio, online, podcasts, on-demand and 
for independent Irish language public broadcateer TG4. It is, by far, the largest and 
most popular news source in Ireland - with 77% of the Irish public regarding it as their 
main source of both Irish and international news.” It broadcasts 

in English, Irish and Irish Sign Language. The organisation is also a source of 
commentary on current affairs. The division is based at the RTE Television 


Centre in Donnybrook, Dublin; however, the station also operates regional bureaux 
across Ireland and the world. 


Historyledit! 
Early history[edit] 


On 1 January 1926, 2RN, Ireland's first radio station, began broadcasting. Its first 
advertised news bulletin was put out on 24 May 1926. Nine months later, on 26 
February 1927, the station broadcast its first daily news report. 


During the Second World War, referred to in Ireland as The Emergency, media 
censorship of radio broadcasts (under the provisions of the Emergency Powers Act 
1939) affected news bulletins. Before any news bulletin was broadcast, the script of the 
bulletin was read over the phone to Head of the Government Information Bureau, Frank 
Gallagher. Censorship under the Act was lifted on 11 May 1945." 


1960s[edit] 


On 31 December 1961 Ireland's first national television station, Telefis Eireann, was 
officially launched. A new Television Complex was built at Donnybrook in Dublin and the 
news service was the first to move in. Charles Mitchel read the first television news 
bulletin, at 6:00 pm on 1 January 1962. Andy O'Mahony was the station's other chief 
newsreader in the early days of the new service. The new studios were still being 
completed, so construction work was heard during news bulletins. Later on Telefis 
Eireann's first full day of broadcasting Broadsheet made its debut. This programme 
provided a more detailed analysis of topical matters and current affairs. There was a 
mixture of incisive and light-hearted items, unscripted studio interviews and filmed 
reports. Presented by John O'Donoghue, Brian Cleeve and Brian Farrell, some of these 
men would continue broadcasting with the station until the new century. Telefís 
Eireann's first full day also saw the first broadcast of the Mine O'Clock News, a half-hour 
bulletin including news, newsview, weather, and sports results. 


Broadsheet was broadcast for the last time in 1964. It was replaced by Frank 
Hall's Newsbeat, a news and current affairs programme that focused more on the light- 
hearted stories from around the country. 


In 1966 Maurice O'Doherty joined the newsroom as a newsreader. Later that same year 
the station's new flagship news programme was broadcast for the first time. Seven 
Days had a production team with people such as Eoghan Harris, Brian Cleeve, Brian 
Farrell, and John O'Donoghue. In 1967 the programme merged with another, Division, 
and became 7 days." 


1970s & 1980s[edit] 


Various presenters of Morning Ireland 


When Radio Éireann and Telefís Éireann merged, RTÉ News was expanded, providing 
coverage to new stations RTE Raidió na Gaeltachta and RTE Radio 2.” 


In the 1970s News moved from the original Black and White picture format to color on 
television. 


In the early 1980s, in the space of two years, there were three general elections. This 
demanded a larger schedule of current affairs. New programmes Morning 
Ireland and Today Tonight were launched. 


The current set of TV News programmes began in 1988, as RTÉ re-aligned their 
programmes. Seán Duignan and Eileen Dunne were the first presenters of Six-One, 
which began in October 19885 


1990s & 2000sr[edit] 


The RTÉ News Studio in 2009 


In 1991, RTE News appointed its first legal affairs correspondent, Kieron Wood. Also in 
the 1990s, the first Washington, D.C. correspondent Mark Little was appointed, 

and Teilifís na Gaeilge, RTE lyric fm and RTE.ie were established.2: In 1992 RTE 
launched its flagship current affairs programme Prime Time replacing Today Tonight. 
Other notable current affairs programmes from the 1990s include The Week in 

Politics & Oireachtas Report 


Much of RTÉ's News output remained the same throughout the start of the 21st 
Century. In 2003 RTE's news department was merged with its Current Affairs 
department to form RTÉ News and Current Affairs. Also in September 2003, 

all RTÉ news reports in English on all networks were rebranded to RTÉ News, ending the 
separate branding of News 2 and 2FM News.2 In December 2008, RTE News moved out 
of their usual studio 32: in the Television Centre at Donnybrook and moved into a 
temporary studio while work was carried out in studio 3 for the relaunch. The new look 
was unveiled at the One O'Clock news programme on Monday 9 February 2009.14 Due 
to RTE cutbacks, instead of using satellite, reporters on foreign assignments were asked 
to send reports by internet link. RTE's Beijing bureau was closed in June 2009.2: 2009 
brought major changes the current affairs schedule with the axing of the long- 

running Questions and Answers which was replaced by The Frontline. 


2010s[edit] 


The 2010s opened with what has since been commemorated as "one of the most 
memorable moments of Irish television" being shown on RTE's televised news bulletins; 


amid a deep freeze on 8 January 2010, RTÉ showed one male individual slipping and 
sliding down the street in Dublin.2# 


On 24 October 2012, RTÉ News & Current Affairs announced some major changes to its 
output from 2013.22 Prime Time relaunched with a larger studio and additional 
presenters Claire Byrne and George Lee. The Frontline was also brought under . 

the Prime Time brand with the programme now airing 3 times a week. In 2012, RTE 
announced it was moving some of its regional newsrooms to local Institute of 
Technology as a cost saving arrangement. The affected areas 

are Sligo, Dundalk, Galway, Athlone and Waterford. RTÉ will retain 

the Cork and Limerick bureaux.22 


In January 2013, RTÉ launched a new morning news programme Morning Edition which 
airs weekdays between 09:00-11:00 on RTE One and RTE News Now. The Week in 
Politics now airs twice every Sunday premiering live at 12:00 and repeated again at its 
usual late-night slot. Morníng Ireland relaunched in 2013 in a new studio and continues 
to air both on RTÉ Radio 1 and RTÉ News Now. RTÉ News will continue its interactivity 
with a revamped news app service for smartphones, tablets and wireless live news feed. 


RTÉ News and Current Affairs currently produces over 1,000 hours of television 
programming and 2,000 hours of radio programming a year. 


On Saturday 26 April 2014, RTÉ News got a new look for all of its news programmes 
across RTÉ Television, with a tweaked logo, new opening & closing titles, new graphics, 
new backdrop in Studio 3 and a new arrangement of the 9 February 2009 news music. 
The new look was unveiled at the Six One news bulletin.“ 


On Monday, 22 September 2014, RTÉ News on Two was dropped. It was replaced two 
new early evening bulletins called News Feed at 18:55 and 19:55. In January 2017 News 
Feed was also dropped. RTE2 does not provide any news service outside the children's 
programme A'ews2Day. 


On Monday, 12 January 2015, RTÉ dropped the Monday night edition of Prime 
Time replaced by Claire Byrne Live. 


In the summer of 2018, RTE announced their plan to refurbish and overhaul their news 
output in early 2019. RTE confirmed that they would be putting out to tender a contract 
worth close to €1.7 million to refurbish and renovate their news studio "Studio 3" at RTE 
Television Centre in Dublin. The overhaul will see the studio being redesigned, with a 
smaller news desk area and a larger second presentation area, along with new lighting, 
graphics, music and presentation.2%24 


On Saturday 15th December 2018, RTE News moved out of Studio 3 into a temporary 
studio (Studio 2) at the television center. Work then commenced on refurbishing and 
overhauling Studio 3. RTE confirmed the planned relaunch of RTE News will take place 
in mid to late January 2019.2 


The refurbished Studio 3 of RTÉ is expected to be relaunched on Monday 28th January 
2019, with the Six-One News being the first broadcast in the newly refurbished studio. 


January 2019 relaunch{[edit] 


RTE News released information on Monday 28th January 2019 about the new look and 
the work involved: 


"Today sees the unveiling of a brand new look for RTE News after a major refurbishment 
and technical upgrade of our main News studio. Studio 3 is the busiest television studio 
in Ireland, broadcasting over 1,700 news bulletins and programmes each year. This is 


the first refurbishment of the busy studio in ten years and it will enhance RTÉ's 
storytelling capabilities as it reports on Ireland and the wider world. 


The upgraded studio features a new video wall, 24 m long and 3 m high, spanning three 
sides of the studio. It utilizes LED technology and a lighting system which is 7096 more 
energy efficient. The refurbishment has seen the introduction of new automated HD 
cameras, a new set design, additional presentation areas and changed opening graphics 
for the main news bulletins. The replacement of the old video wall has increased studio 
floor space by 25%. 


The new look RTÉ News also sees a reworking of the familiar RTÉ News theme music by 
Irish composer Ronan Hardiman, recorded by the RTE National Symphony Orchestra. 


The work on Studio 3 cost €1.4 million and was financed as a major capital investment 
project by RTÉ directly from the proceeds of RTÉ's land sale. The last major renovation 
was ten years ago in 2009 at a cost of 1.3 million and during its life span was used to 
broadcast over 15,000 programmes. 


RTÉ News & Current Affairs Managing Director, Jon Williams said: "The new studio and 
design builds on the themes that have made RTE Ireland's number one choice for TV 
News - bringing our audiences stories from across the world and around the corner. I'm 
particularly thrilled that "O'Donnell Abu" will again herald the news of the day - and 
grateful to the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra for their interpretation of an iconic 
piece of music. The star of the news is the news - and I'm delighted that the audiences 
to RTÉ News will reap a dividend from last year's land sale." 


RTÉ's main news studio is home to the Six One News, Nine O'Clock News, One O'Clock 
News, News with Signing, news2day for young people, The Week in Politics, Leaders 
Questions, Breaking News Specials, Budget coverage, Referendum results coverage, 
and other special events live programme coverage such as national commemorations. 


The project uses a combination of in-house RTE and outside expertise including Irish 
companies lon, BVS, W Display, Piranha Bar and NoHo, along with international 
suppliers Vinten, Lightwell and Absen. The new graphics and set were designed by 
RTE's Graphics and Design teams. 


The new studio will broadcast live for the first time for tonight's (Monday's) RTÉ Six One 
News." 


Programmingledit] 


An interview for Nuacht RTE taking place 


RTE News and Current Affairs is responsible for all the news bulletins on RTE 
One, TG4, RTE Radio 1, RTE 2fm, RTE lyric fm, RTE News Now, RTE Raidió na . 
Gaeltachta, and RTÉ Europe. The division also provides written news updates on RTÉ's 


teletext service, Aertel, RTÉ Mobile and RTÉ.ie.23 General news bulletins on TV and radio 
are usually branded as RTE News. 


RTÉ News faces competition from within Ireland and abroad. For local news Virgin Media 
News provides competition in the television sector; as do Newstalk, Today 

FM and 4fm in the radio sector. As Ireland is a predominantly English-speaking nation, 
international news channels (CNBC Europe, CNN International, EuroNews, France 

24, BBC News, Sky News, etc.) compete with RTÉ with regards television news coverage 
of international events. Despite this competition, however, RTÉ News remains the most 
popular source of news in Ireland. 


Television programmesr[edit] 


RTÉ News and Current Affairs television programmes include: 


English-language 
e RTE News: One 


O'Clock e Claire Byrne Live « One To One 


: RTÉ Nei TÉ News: Six One Prime E l e Oireachtas Report 
: RTE News: Nine News: Niné Leader's Questions « European Parliament 
OClck e The Week in. Report 
O'Clock = 
Politics?” e news2day 


e RTÉ News: Headlines 
Special News Programmes 


The department also broadcasts numerous special programmes throughout the year. 
RTÉ has comprehensively covered every general & local election in Ireland since it was 
established. RTÉ has also covered some international elections such as elections for 
the Northern Ireland Assembly and Westminster as well as the US Presidential Election. 
Each year the Budget is covered with the budget delivery & analysis given on RTE One 
with RTÉ Two covering the live budget debate from Dáil Éireann. On occasion RTÉ may 
also provide rolling news coverage on an important developing news story such as 

on 9/11, the London Bombings of 2005 & events in Ireland such as the Dublin riots of 
2006. Schedules are usually interrupted on RTE One to provide details of breaking 
stories. 


Irish-language 
On RTÉ One 


e Nuacht RTE 
On TG4 


e Nuacht TG4 

e Timpeall na Tire 

e ZLá 

Irish Sign Language 


e RTÉ News with Signing 
e Cinnlinte Nuachta until 2009. 


Weather forecasts 


Weather forecasts are provided by Met Éireann developed and presented largely by a 
team of meteorologists and specially trained weather presenters. The first televised 
weather forecast occurred on December 31st, 1961. 


RTÉ Weather provides regional, national, European and world weather reports. Special 
weather reports occur during significant weather events and specialist reports during 
the European ski season and reports for warmer climates during the winter season. 
Weather reports are in Irish, Irish Sign Language, and English. 


Weather reports are also supplied for radio, online and on the RTÉ Player. 
Radio[edit] 


RTÉ News and Current Affairs team that have spent time on Morning Ireland 
RTÉ News and Current Affairs radio programmes include: 
English-language 


e Morning Ireland 

e RTE News at One 

e Drivetime 

e World Report 

e This Week 

e News bulletins on the hour on RTE Radio 1 and RTE 2fm. 
e News bulletins on the half-hour on RTE Lyric fm. 
Irish-language 


e Adhmhaidin 

e Nuacht a hAon 

e Nuacht a Sé 

e Regular Irish-language news bulletins on RTE Radio 1, RTE 2fm and RTE Raidió na 
Gaeltachta. 


Online[edit] 
Main article: RTÉ.ie 


Launched in May 1996; RTÉ News content is also available worldwide on the internet at 
rté.ie/news. The website provides news content in visual, audio and written formats. 
Users have the opportunity to stream previous news broadcasts from both TV and radio. 
Archived material is available through RTE Archive. Content is also made available 
through social media such as Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. RTE News also 
produces an app which features breaking news content among other news content. 


RTE News Now[edit] 
Main article: RTÉ News Now 


Since 12 June 2008, RTÉ News has been served by RTÉ News Now. The channel airs 
commercial-free 24 hours a day with the latest live news. The station was initially made 
available on mobile phones and online at rte.ie/news. The channel broadcast in the Irish, 
English and ISL languages. The channel is also available on Saorview (channel 6), Sky 
channel 578 eir channel 200 virgin media channel 200, mobile phone service providers 
such as O2 Ireland, Vodafone Ireland and Android. The channel also provides a free 
service to users of iPhone, iPod touch and iPad. The channel was available on train 
services within Dublin city and surrounding regions under a special agreement 

between Irish Rail, Transvision and RTÉ.29 Previously, Sky News provided such a service. 


Bureauxiedit] 
RTE have studios and offices in the following locations:2% 
Regional 

e Athlone 

e Baile na nGall 

e Belfast 

e Castlebar 

e Cork 

e Derry 

e Dublin 

e Dundalk 

e Galway 


e Letterkenny 
e Limerick 

* Sligo 

e Waterford 
International 


e Brussels 
e Washington D.C. 
e London 


* Beijing (Closed following the 2008 Beijing Olympics) 
Notable staff past and presentiedit] 


Newsreaders 


Eileen Dunne Ray Kennedy | Caitriona Perry 


Eileen Whelan | Keelin Sharon Tobin 


Shanley 


Vivienne Brian Sharon Ni 
Traynor Jennings Bheolain 


Nuacht RTÉ newsreaders include: 


e  Siun Nic Gearailt 
e Eimear Ni Chonaola 


Reporters[edit] 


Regional[edit] 
Northern Ireland 


e Tommie Gorman (Northern Editor) 
e Vincent Kearney (Northern Reporter) 
Dublin 


e John Kilrane (Dublin Correspondent) 
North East South East 


Midlands 


e Sinead Hussey (North œ Conor Kane (Southe Ciaran 


East Correspondent) East 
Correspondent) 
Mid West South 


Mullooly (Midla 
nds 
Correspondent) 


North West 


e Eileen 
Magnier (North 
West 
Correspondent 
) 

West 


e Pat 
McGrath (West 
ern 
Correspondent 
jeu 

* Teresa 
Mannion (Regi 
onal Reporter) 


e Cathy Halloran (Mid West e Paschal Sheehy (Southern Editor) 
Correspondent) e Jennie O'Sullivan (Reporter) 
e Seán Mac an tSíthigh (Reporter) 


International[edit] 


Tony Connelly (Europe Editor)2s 


Brian O'Donovan (Washington Correspondent) 


Séan Whelan (London Correspondent) 
Eimear Lowe (Foreign Editor) 

Colm Ó'Mongáin (Deputy Foreign Editor) 
Eleanor Burnhill (Foreign reporter) 
Jackie Fox (Foreign reporter) 

Dimitri O'Donnell (London reporter) 


Specialist Correspondents and Editors[edit] 


Robert Shortt (Economics) ° 
Vivienne Traynor (Courts Reporter) 

Ingrid Miley (Industry & Employment) ° 
Fergal Bowers (Health) . 
Paul Reynolds (Crime) g 
Will Goodbody (Business) 


Politics 


Paul Cunningham (Correspondent) 
Mícheál Lehane (Correspondent) 
Mary Regan (Reporter) 


Aisling Kenny (Reporter) 
David Murphy (Political Coverage Editor) 


Former newsreaders[edit] 


Charles Mitchel . 
Maurice O'Doherty . 
Terry Wogan ° 
Éamonn Lawlor . 
Andy O'Mahony . 
Don Cockburn . 
Derek Davis . 
Deirdre Purcell . 
Colm Murray . 
Richard Crowley . 
Jimmy Greeley . 


Kate Smith (later UTV) 


George Lee (Environment and Science) 
Fran McNulty (Agriculture and Consumer 
Affairs) 

Vacant (Social Affairs and Religion) 
Emma O'Kelly (Education) 

Sinead Crowley (Arts and Media) 


Michael Murphy 
Aengus Mac Grianna 
Una O'Hagan 

Seán Duignan 

Mary Kennedy 

Vere Wynne-Jones 
Geraldine McInerney 
Anne Doyle 
Fionnuala Sweeney 
John Finnerty 


Bryan Dobson 
Peter Collins 


Former reporters and correspondents[edit] 


Jim Fahy (Western Editor) 

Michael Ryan (South East 
Correspondent) (later presenter s 
of Nationwide) 


David McCullagh (Political 
Correspondent), current Prime 

Time presenter 

Margaret Ward (Foreign Editor, China 
Correspondent) 


e Charlie Bird (Chief News Correspondent)» David Davin-Power (Political 


e Carole Coleman (Washington Correspondent)zs! 
Correspondent), current reporter e Martina Fitzgerald (Political 

e Mark Little (Washington Correspondent Correspondent) 
& Prime Time presenter) e Stephen Murphy 

e Mary Wilson (Legal Affairs e Joe Little (Religious and Social Affairs 
Correspondent), Correspondent) 


current Drivetime presenter 

e Una Claffey (Political Correspondent) 

* Jim Dougal (Northern Editor) 

* Orla Guerin (former Europe 
correspondent) (later BBC) 

e Fergal Keane (former Northern Ireland 
correspondent) (later BBC) 


Weather forecasters[edit] 
European and Worldwide[edit] 


e Nuala Carey 

e Helen Curran 

e Audrey McGrath 

e Louise Heraghty 

e Karina Buckley 

e Stephen Daly 

e Tristan Rosenstock 


Met Éireann[edit] 


e Gerry Murphy 

* Jean Byrne 

e Siobhan Ryan 

e Joanna Donnelly 

e Michelle Dillon 

Former weather forecasters[edit] 


Met Éireann[edit] 


e Gerald Fleming 
e Evelyn Cusack 
e john Eagleton 


Controversyredit] 


e |n March 2009, RTE was involved in controversy over a report about the placing 
of naked paintings of Taoiseach Brian Cowen in two Dublin Art Galleries. Initially, the 
station carried a television news report that displayed the pictures and treated the 
topic in a humorous light. However, after complaints from within the 
governing Fianna Fail party, the station aired an apology to the Taoiseach. 

e |n May 2011, RTE broadcast on a Prime Time Investigates programme allegations 
that the Roman Catholic Priest Kevin Reynolds raped and impregnated a Kenyan 


teenager. A scandal ensued when the allegations were discovered to be false, which 


ge 


nerated intensive media coverage and political debate in Ireland, resulting in a 


government inquiry into the broadcaster, 2u221 
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RTÉ Sport 


Type Independent Business Division (IBD) 
of RTÉ 


Headquarte RTE Television Centre, Donnybrook 


rs Dublin 4 


Ireland 


Area served Republic of Ireland 


Northern Ireland 


Services Radio and television broadcasts 
Owner RTÉ 
Website rte.ie 


RTE Sport is a department of Irish public broadcaster RTE. The department provides 
sporting coverage through a number of platforms including RTÉ Radio, RTÉ 

Television, RTÉ.ie, RTÉ Player Sport and RTÉ Mobile. RTÉ holds the television and radio 
broadcasting rights in the Republic of Ireland to several sports, broadcasting the sport 
live or alongside flagship analysis programmes such as 7he Sunday Game, Thank GAA 
It's Friday, Soccer Republic and RTE Racing on RTE Television, and Game On, Saturday 
Sport, and Sunday Sport on RTE Radio. 


Traditionally RTÉ Sport faced competition from British-based broadcasters such as 

the BBC and ITV which have always been present in Ireland; however, these 
broadcasters were primarily concerned with the British public and market. Domestically, 
RTE had no competition until the late 1990s due to lack of competition in the Irish 
market. In latter years however a growth of variety in the Irish market opened 
competition between other broadcasters most notably with TG4 and Setanta Sports but 
also TV3. RTÉ Sport is also in competition with other European broadcasters such 

as Eurosport, ESPN, Sky Sports, BBC Sport and ITV Sport. Despite competition in 
sporting events such as the FIFA World Cup final which is also available on the BBC and 
ITV, RTE Sport remains Ireland's premier and most popular sports broadcaster. 


Ryle Nugent is the current head of RTE Sport having been appointed in 2010. 


Television broadcastsieaiti 


On television RTÉ Two is the home of live sporting action, broadcasting the majority of 
RTE's sports content. Sport may also be broadcast on RTE One, but this is mainly due to 
scheduling issues. 


Football[edit] 


The RTÉ soccer panel at Croke Park 


RTÉ Sport currently holds the rights to a large portfolio of football tournaments 
including: 


e FIFA World Cup finals 

e Republic of Ireland qualification matches for both World Cup finals and Euro finals 
e UEFA Champions League 

e FIFA Confederations Cup 

e FAI League of Ireland 

e FAI Cup 

e FAI Women's Cup Final 

e UEFA Super Cup 


e 2017 Africa Cup of Nations 


The Republic of Ireland matches were shown live on the channel for Euro 2004, 

the 2006 World Cup and Euro 2008, for all of which, they failed to qualify. Sky Sports 
got exclusive rights to Irish matches in the early 2000s and there were fears that 
National team matches couldn't be seen by fans so the government stepped in and now 
all Irish home and away qualifying matches have to be shown on Irish free to air TV, 
meaning either RTE, TV3 or TG4, and have remained on RTE as well as Sky Sports. Irish 
Home friendlies were exclusive to Sky from 2000 and from 2014 on Premier Sports? 
Setanta Ireland with highlights broadcast on either RTE or TV3. 


RTÉ Sport broadcasts a lot of association football tournaments. It showed 64 live games 
during the 2010 World Cup and that was 200 hours of programming.” 


These were the team of association football pundits that RTÉ Sport announced ahead of 
the 2010 World Cup. Apart from Ossie Ardiles, Dietmar Hamann and Kevin Kilbane, both 
made their debuts, and Liam Brady, who left his post assisting Ireland 

manager Giovanni Trapattoni, the rest were all regulars on RTE Sport's association 
football programming. The 2010 FIFA World Cup was the ninth for both Bill O'Herlihy 
and George Hamilton. 


For the 2014 World Cup, the RTÉ team was announced on 5 May 2014. The coverage 
was presented by Bill O'Herlihy, Darragh Maloney and Tony O'Donoghue. The pundits 
for the tournament were RTE regulars John Giles, Liam Brady, Eamon Dunphy, Kenny 
Cunningham, Richie Sadlier and Ronnie Whelan. Guest pundits joining the coverage 
included Didi Hamann, Ossie Ardiles, Neil Lennon and Brad Friedel. Play-by-play came 
from George Hamilton, John Kenny, Stephen Alkin and Adrian Eames while colour 
commentators included Ray Houghton, Trevor Steven, Jim Beglin and Brian Kerr. 


This was Bill O'Herlihy's final World Cup for RTÉ and his 11th World Cup for the 
broadcaster. Hamann and Ardiles both worked for RTÉ at the last World Cup in 2010 
while Lennon and Friedel both working for the BBC at the World Cup and Jim Beglin 
rejoined RTE after leaving ITV in 2013. 


RTE cover at least one match per week from the FAI Leaguelcstezeeeea, these matches are 
usually hosted by Peter Collins or Tony O'Donohue with guests from Irish football such 
as Richie Sadlier, Kenny Cunningham, Roddy Collins. Commentary comes from Stephen 
Alkin, Adrian Eames, John Kenny, Ger Canning or George Hamilton. 


The Premiership was RTÉ's flagship Premier League programme until 2008, 

when Premier Soccer Saturday was launched. The Premiership was shown on Saturday 
nights at 7.30pm. There were sometimes Premiership Specials which would normally be 
shown on a Sunday evening at 8.00pm or on a Monday night. These programmes are 
hosted usually by Darragh Maloney or Peter Collins with analysis mainly by Kenny 
Cunningham, Johnny Giles, Ronnie Whelan, Richie Sadler, Liam Brady, Trevor 

Steven, Graeme Souness or Matt Holland. Premier Soccer Saturday was dropped from 
RTE's schedules from the 2013/14 season. 


Presenters (usually one per game): Darragh Maloney, Peter Collins 


Panels (usually two, three, or four per game): John Giles, Eamon Dunphy, Liam 
Brady, Graeme Souness, Ronnie Whelan, Richie Sadlier, Denis Irwin, Ossie 


Lennon, Michael O'Neill 


Commentators (usually two per game): George Hamilton, Ray Houghton, Gabriel 
Egan, Trevor Steven, Stephen Alkin, Damien Richardson, Adrian Eames, Matt 
Holland, Brian Kerr 


Former RTÉ Sport personnel: Bill O'Herlihy, Con Murphy, Jimmy Magee, Graeme Souness 


The RTÉ Sport football division has achieved cult status due to its unintentional humour. 
The main team of Bill O'Herlihy, Johnny Giles, Eamon Dunphy and Liam Brady is usually 
used for Irish matches and Champions League matches, with a usual big build up and 
long analysis afterwards which gain huge ratings. 


Gaelic games[edit] 


In 1926, RTÉ broadcast the first field game in Europe. The GAA match was live on the 
radio, 2RN, RTE's predecessor. RTE Sport is probably the second most significant of the 
categories since often hundreds of thousands would watch The Sunday Game, with 
probably more than a million watching on the day of the All-Ireland Final.ctstenneedet 


RTE GAA coverage is the cornerstone of their sports coverage. !#ætenneesd RTE previously 
held the exclusive rights for television and radio in the Republic for the entirety of the 
Championship compromising of interprovincial games, All Ireland Qualifying games and 
the All Ireland Championship series. The games were also available in Northern Ireland 
who although able to see Ulster games on BBC Northern Ireland, did not receive the 
breadth of coverage as available on RTE. In 2008, however, TV3 won the rights to show 
10 Championship games marking an end to RTÉ's exclusivity. RTÉ though remain the 
sole broadcaster on radio and retained the All Ireland series exclusively with 40 
championship games available on television. Games are also available online at RTÉ.i.e. 
RTE also show highlights of club and National League games on their Sunday 

Sport banner through the winter and spring. In 2011 under a new deal BBC NI show all 
Ulster Championship matches mostly Live and some deferred shown in full, as well as 
live coverage of the All Ireland Championship if an Ulster team is playing. Under the 


2011 deal TV3 showed 11 matches including both AII Ireland minor finals with coverage 
on TV3 in English and sister channel 3e in Irish. In 2014 a new deal was announced with 
TV3 losing their coverage to Sky Sports, RTE keep their share of the matches but Sky 
have 14 exclusive matches and other matches such as the All Ireland Semi Finals and 
Finals which are shared between RTÉ and Sky. Under this deal BBC NI also get to show 
matches as long as RTE also cover them. 


The All-Ireland Football Final traditionally attracts high ratings with it too attracting high 
ratings in previous years." 


Coverage[edit] 


The Apres Match comedy series features after many of RTE Sport's soccer matches. 


RTE's championship games are broadcast through their The Sunday Game banner; for 
more information on their coverage see there. 


Among other sports, RTE broadcasts the following on television (usually on RTE Two): 


e The Sunday Game - coverage of All-Ireland Senior Football Championship and All- 
Ireland Senior Hurling Championship games (May - September) 


e League of Ireland Live - coverage of League of Ireland matches 

e Against the Head - review and discussion of rugby union games 

e RTÉ Racing - coverage of major Irish racing festivals 

e Pro Box Live - coverage of professional boxing cards 

e Soccer Republic - highlights of League of Ireland on Monday nights 


Sports news bulletins are broadcast hourly on RTÉ 2fm under the title RTÉ Sport on 2fm. 
Rugby union[edit] 


RTÉ's coverage of rugby remains popular, underlined by the fact that Ireland's Grand 
Slam decider versus Wales was the overall top rated programme of 2009 with a 6896 
share of the total audience watching television with 866,000 viewers. The game was 
also shown on the widely available BBC One, but still ranks above other programmes 
exclusive to RTÉ. 


In 2010 RTÉ bought the rights for Celtic League rugby with TG4, BBC Northern 

Ireland and BBC Alba.” In 2014 Sky Sports signed a non-exclusive deal to cover the Pro 
12, under the new contract TG4 continue to show the tournament free to air for Ireland, 
BBC Wales and S4C continue to cover the tournament in Wales, BBC Scotland return to 
cover the tournament alongside BBC Alba and BBC Northern Ireland cover all Ulster 
Matches not being Broadcast by Sky. Under this new deal RTE dropped the Pro12 Rugby 
but continue to show every game in the 6 Nations and all Ireland Autumn Internationals. 


RTÉ showed the Heineken Cup for many years and after the coverage was snapped up 
by Sky Sports in 2004, RTÉ still showed Live coverage until 2007 and then highlights 
afterwards but in 2011 TG4 took their highlights coverage of the Heineken Cup, Amlin 
Cup to add to their Pro 12 coverage and Rugby World Cup highlights. As of 2014 RTE is 
the Home of International Rugby holding rights to the 6 Nations and Autumn 
Internationals signing a deal with Sky Sports to cover Ireland Autumn Internationals. 


The Rugby World Cup returned to RTÉ in 2011 after an 8-year gap as the 2007 
tournament was on TV3 Ireland. Their coverage was the same as TV3 in the sense they 
had only 13 live matches with every Irish match Live and every match from the quarter- 
final onwards with Setanta holding every Live match and TG4 had lucrative daytime 
deferred rights meaning they can show a full re run of a match in the afternoon. RTE 
also broadcast highlights in primetime between 7pm and 10pm on RTE Two. Their Live 
coverage was presented by Tom McGurk with analysis by Conor O'Shea, Brent Pope and 
George Hook. Highlights were presented by Daire O'Brien who hosts their Pro 12 
coverage with analysis from Victor Costello, Shane Horgan, Frankie Shehan, Leinster 
coach Joe Schmidt and new signing from ESPN, Ben Kay who won the World Cup in 2003 
with England. RTÉ Commentary team consists of Hugh Cahill, Ryle Nugent, Donal 
Lenihan, Tony Ward, Ralph Keyes and Kurt McQuilkin. George Hamilton was supposed to 
be part of commentary but he had a heart attack so Darragh Maloney is instead 
commentating. Any highlights that did not have an RTE voiceover instead featured the 
World Feed, one example was in the highlights show with an England match using Sky 
Sports Commentators who worked for ITV in 2007, Miles Harrison and Stuart Barnes. 
RTÉ lost the rights to TV3 for the 2015 Rugby World Cup in England. 


After they lost the rights to coverage of the Six Nations to TV3, RTE showed live 
Women's and U20's matches in 2018. Coverage was usually presented by Daire O'Brien, 
with analysis by the likes of Bernard Jackman and James Downey, with commentary 
from the normal team of Hugh Cahill, Donal Lenihan and more. 


Golf[edit] 


RTE holds exclusive Irish rights to live coverage of the only professional golf tournament 
to take place in Ireland, The Irish Open, covering every day's play Live. In 2011 they had 
play everyday on RTÉ One and Highlights on RTÉ Two late at night. Sky Sports also 
show all four days of the Irish Open live. RTÉ Radio also cover Saturday and Sunday's 
action live on Saturday and Sunday Sport. 


Other sports[edit] 


RTÉ also screen a lot of horse racing, including the Galway Races and Punchestown they 
have their own coverage for Irish Racing with Treacy Piggott but they take Channel 4 
coverage when covering the Grand National, The Derby and the Cheltenham Festival. 
Sport is shown on RTÉ News. 


A programme for the Beijing Olympics was shown on RTÉ Two before the games, 
called /re/and's Olympians. RTE broadcast most of Ireland's candidates for the gold 
medal during the Olympiad, as well as the finals in which no Irish took part. 


From the 1970s through to 1997, RTÉ's flagship television sports programme was Sports 
Stadium, which provided live football and racing coverage on Saturday afternoons along 
with coverage of other sports and classified football results, in a similar manner to 

the BBC's Grandstand or ITV's World of Sport. The programme was badly hit by the loss 
of live rights to Saturday afternoon Football League Division One matches after the 
beginning of the Premier League in 1992, and ended as part of RTE's revamp 

of Network 2 into N2 in 1997, being replaced for one year by Saturday Sports 


Live (which only concentrated on one single football or rugby game. Since 1998 RTÉ has 
not covered live sports on Saturday on a weekly basis on television, although major 
events such as the Six Nations Championship are still shown live. 


For many years, RTÉ was the official broadcaster in Ireland of Formula One with its 
coverage presented by Peter Collins. 


Radio Sportreaiti 


RTÉ's regular radio sports programming (usually on RTÉ Radio 1) comprises: 


o Saturday Sport - coverage of Premier League and other Saturday sports 
o Sunday Sport - coverage of GAA and other Sunday sports 


Sports news bulletins are broadcast hourly on RTÉ 2fm under the title ATÉ Sport on 2fm. 
RTE Sport also broadcasts an hour long sports programme Game On from 7pm Monday 
- Friday on 2fm. 


Controversiesiedit] 


When the 2012 RTÉ Sports Person of the Year award was being given to boxer Katie 
Taylor viewers were instead shown an advertisement for the cosmetics and beauty | 
company L'Oréal, causing uproar. Group head of sport Ryle Nugent commented: "RTE 
sports awards offers sincere apologies for the technical issue at the end of tonight's 
programme. We're investigating how it happened." 
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RTÉ Performing Groups 


RTE 


Orchestras, 
Quartet & Choirs 


Background information 


Origin Dublin, Cork 


Genres Classical, Choral, Symphonic, Jazz, Operatic 


, Contemporary 


Occupatio Orchestra, choir, string quartet 


n(s) 

Years 1948 - Present 
active 

Labels Naxos Records 


Website http://www.rte.ie/performinggroups 


Members RTE National Symphony Orchestra 


RTÉ Concert Orchestra 
RTÉ Philharmonic Choir 
RTÉ Cór na nÓg 

RTÉ Vanbrugh Quartet 


RTÉ Performing Groups is a group of five classical ensembles, part of 
the Irish broadcaster Raidió Teilifís Eireann (RTE). All but the Vanbrugh Quartet are 
based in Dublin (Vanbrugh are based in Cork). 


The RTÉ Performing Groups are made up of the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra, the 
RTÉ Concert Orchestra, the RTÉ Vanbrugh Quartet, the RTÉ Philharmonic Choir and the 
children's choir RTÉ Cór na nÓg. The five groups present over 250 events annually, 
including live performances and work in education. The groups are largely funded 

by licence fee revenue." 


In 2018, both orchestras celebrated 70 years in existence. Between the RTÉ National 
Symphony Orchestra and the RTE Concert Orchestra, a total of 134 professional 
musicians are employed. The RTE Philharmonic Choir and the children's choir RTÉ Cór 
na nOg are for singers at an amateur level. Presently, approximately 200 adults and 
children are incorporated in the choirs. 


The RTÉ Concert Orchestra, with conductor David Brophy. 


The five groups present up to 250 events every year, most of these being live concerts. 
Most of these performances take place in Dublin, mostly in the National Concert Hall but 
some in The Helix and the National Gallery of Ireland. There is a variety of high-end 
classical music with the RTE National Symphony Orchestra and the RTÉ Vanbrugh 
Quartet to RTE Concert Orchestra concerts in the fields of jazz and big band, classical 
crossover, rock music, Irish traditional music, cabaret, multimedia events, family 
concerts and more. 


High-profile Irish and international artists who have recently appeared with the RTÉ 
National Symphony Orchestra include Han-Na Chang, Louis Lortie and Ann Murray, while 
acclaimed guests in the orchestra's history included Sir John Barbirolli, Vladimir 
Ashkenazy, Joan Sutherland and Mstislav Rostropovich. RTE Concert Orchestra guests 
have included Luciano Pavarotti, Plácido Domingo, José Carreras and Kiri Te Kanawa, 
and more recently Cleo Laine and John Dankworth, Duke Special, Ute 

Lemper and Katherine Jenkins. 


In 2007, all groups featured on a stamp.®! One million stamps were printed.” 


The five groups play approximately two concerts a week, a number which can increase 
at certain times of year. 


Budgetiedit] 

References 

The following figures were issued by RTE as part of their annual report 20185 
Income 


Licence Fee €12,751,000 


Commercial Income €2,910,000 


Total Income €15,661,000 


Total Costs 


Network and other related costs €524,000 
Sales Costs not given 
Acquired Programming N/A 
Indigenous non-broadcast output costs €15,137,000 
Irish Productions N/A 


Total Costs €15,661,000 


Profit and Loss 


Breakdown of Irish Productions 


RTÉ €15,137,000 


Independent Producers N/A 


Total €15,137,000 


Groupstiedit] 


RTE National Symphony Orchestra[edit] 
Main article: RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra 


The RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra is the concert music orchestra of Radio Telefís 
Éireann. It has been considered one of Europe's major symphony orchestras. It is the 
primary symphony orchestra of Dublin and, is the leading orchestra of the Ireland. Jaime 
Martín is the Chief Conductor. 


RTE Concert Orchestra[edit] 

Main article: RTÉ Concert Orchestra 

The RTÉ Concert Orchestra is the other of the two full-time professional orchestras in 
Ireland that are part of RTE. Since its formation as the Radio Eireann Light Orchestra in 


1948, the RTE Concert Orchestra, has grown from a small studio-based recording group 
to become an active 45-strong orchestra performing over eighty concerts annually. 


RTE Philharmonic Choir[edit] 


The RTE Philharmonic Choir 
Main article: RTE Philharmonic Choir 


The RTE Philharmonic Choir is RTÉ's main choir. The Choir has been at the centre of 
choral music in Ireland since its foundation by Colin Mawby in 1985 following the 
introduction of new choral policy. This 140 strong choir is the country's premier 
symphonic choral ensemble and has performed more than 52 of the major choral works 
since its foundation, mostly in conjunction with the RTE orchestras. Its conductor is Mark 
Hindley. 


RTE Cór na nOgfedit] 
Main article: RTE Cór na nÓg 


The RTÉ Cór na nÓg was founded in 1987 and consists of 65 specially-selected children 
between the ages of 9 and 14 directed by conductor Máire Mannion. Regular 
performances are made in Dublin (such as the National Concert Hall) and in other 
counties. 


RTE Vanbrugh Quartet[edit] 
Main article: RTÉ Vanbrugh Quartet 


RTÉ Vanbrugh Quartet (Gregory Ellis, Keith Pascoe - violins; Simon Aspell - viola; 
Christopher Marwood - cello) is the resident string quartet to RTE, and are Artists in 
residence to University College Cork and founders of the internationally acclaimed West 
Cork Chamber Music Festival. The RTE Vanbrugh Quartet shot to fame winning the 1988 
London International String Quartet Competition and is one of Europe's most successful 
quartets, internationally recognised for its beauty of sound, clarity of texture and 
integrity of interpretation within an unusually wide and varied range of repertoire. 
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RTE National Symphony Orchestra 


Orchestra 


Former The National Symphony Orchestra of Ireland, 


name RTÉ Symphony Orchestra 


Locatio Dublin, Ireland 


n 


Princip Jaime Martín 
al 
conduct 


or 


Website www.rte.ie/performinggroups/ 


nationalsymphonyorchestra 


The RTE National Symphony Orchestra (previously known as The National 
Symphony Orchestra of Ireland and the RTE Symphony Orchestra) is the 

concert radio orchestra of Raidió Teilifis Eireann (RTE). As one of the RTE Performing 
Groups, the RTE National Symphony Orchestra now gives a 33-concert subscription 
season (Friday nights from September to May, broadcast live on RTE lyric fm), performs 
lighter Tuesday lunchtime and Friday evening concerts in June and July, plays an 
important role in Irish contemporary music through its Horizons series in January and 
February, and undertakes twice-yearly one-week tours of Ireland. Since 2005, 

the orchestra has been featured on RTE One's The Symphony Sessions. 


Historyledit! 


In 1926, a national radio channel began, based in Dublin. It hired staff musicians, who 
often played together on the radio and in concert as a chamber orchestra. String 
players from the radio, wind players from the Army School of Music, and other 
musicians played as the Dublin Philharmonic Society under the direction of Colonel Fritz 
Brase, Head of the Army School of Music since 1923. The original group was gradually 


expanded during the 1930s and '40s and by 1946 had reached 40 musicians.“ Early 
conductors included Vincent O'Brien and, from 1941, Michael Bowles, guest conductors 
included Aloys Fleischmann and Frederick May. Often called the 'Station Orchestra', 
many (albeit not regular) public concerts were given and broadcast live from venues 
such as the Mansion House, Metropolitan Hall and Capitol Theatre. 


In 1948, the broadcasting authority, now called Radio Éireann (Radio Ireland), expanded 
the orchestra to symphonic size by opening its membership to musicians from all over 
Europe. Ireland, as a neutral country during World War Il, had been spared damage, so 
musicians from the wrecked economies of a ruined Europe were easy to attract. The 
new orchestra was named the Radio Eireann Symphony Orchestra. After Michael 
Bowles' involuntary retirement (Bowles had objected to recruiting so many foreigners 
for the 1948 enlargement), the new orchestra worked for a while without a permanent 
conductor, commissioning major guest conductors instead such as Jean 

Martinon and Hans Schmidt-Isserstedt. In 1953, the orchestra found a principal 
conductor in Milan Horvat, who remained until 1956. In 1961, Ireland added television 
to its broadcasting service. The name of the new organisation was to be Raidió Teilifís 
Éireann (RTÉ). The orchestra became known as the RTÉ Symphony Orchestra (RTÉSO). 
By now it was, de facto, the national orchestra of Ireland. Its new chief conductor from 
1961 was Tibor Paul. He was succeeded by Albert Rosen,“ Colman Pearce, Bryden 
Thomson, and Janos Furst." 


In 1981, the RTESO found a new home when the National Concert Hall opened in Dublin. 
Also, at about the same time, it expanded its broadcasting activities. Until 1979, RTE 
had run only one radio channel and one television channel. In 1979, they established 
more channels, including an arts station called FM3, which aired numerous concerts by 
the RTESO. In 1989, the orchestra was again expanded and renamed the National 
Symphony Orchestra of Ireland. George Hurst became principal conductor in 

1990. Kasper de Roo succeeded Hurst from 1994 to 1998. Alexander Anisimov became 
the orchestra's principal guest conductor in 1995 and principal conductor in 

1998. Gerhard Markson succeeded Anissimov in 2001 and was principal conductor 
through 2009. Alan Buribayev was the principal conductor of the orchestra from 2010 to 
2016, with Hannu Lintu as the orchestra's principal guest conductor from 2010 

and Finghin Collins the orchestra's first-ever Associate Artist.'s Commencing September 
2017, the current Principal Guest Conductor with a contract for three years is Nathalie 
Stutzmann.4 


RTE NSO recording the Mozart Sessions. 


In 2012, the ninth President of Ireland, Michael D. Higgins, was announced as sole 
patron of the RTE National Symphony Orchestra. In 2018, it was announced that i 
the National Concert Hall would take over the operation of the orchestra to relieve RTE's 
funding position. 9 


In September 2016, Jaime Martín first guest-conducted the RTÉ NSO. Following 3 
subsequent return guest-conducting appearances, in January 2018, the RTE NSO 
announced the appointment of Martín as its next chief conductor, effective with the 
2019-2020 season, with an initial contract of 3 years. 


Principal Conductorsreadit] 


Milan Horvat (1953-1956) 
Tibor Paul (1961-1967) 

Albert Rosen (1968-1981) 
Colman Pearce (1981-1983) 
Bryden Thomson (1984-1987) 
János Fürst (1987-1989) 
George Hurst (1990-1993) 
Kasper de Roo (1994-1998) 
Alexander Anisimov (1998-2001) 
Gerhard Markson (2001-2009) 
Alan Buribayev (2010-2016) 
Jaime Martín (2019-present) 
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RTÉ Performing Groups 
Origin Dublin, Cork 


Genres Classical, Choral, Symphonic, Jazz, Operatic 


, Contemporary 


Occupatio Orchestra, choir, string quartet 


n(s) 

Years 1948 - Present 
active 

Labels Naxos Records 


Website http://www.rte.ie/performinggroups 


Members RTE National Symphony Orchestra 
RTÉ Concert Orchestra 
RTÉ Philharmonic Choir 
RTÉ Cór na nÓg 
RTÉ Vanbrugh Quartet 


The RTÉ Concert Orchestra is one of the two full-time professional radio orchestras in 
Ireland that are part of RTÉ, the national broadcasting station. Since its formation as the 
Radio Éireann Light Orchestra in 1948, the RTÉ Concert Orchestra, has grown from a 
small studio-based recording group to become an active 45-strong orchestra performing 
over eighty concerts annually. It is part of RTE Performing Groups."! The orchestra 
performs classical, popular and big band evening and lunchtime concerts, covering a 
range of music from baroque to contemporary. 


Classicalieaiti 


The period from 2003-2006 saw a particular emphasis on the classical repertoire under 
the orchestra's then principal conductor Laurent Wagner. In this period the orchestra 


programmed classical-themed concerts compared to the "lighter" side that dominated 
under its previous principal conductor Proinnsias O'Duinn from 1978 to 2003, leading to 
collaboration with comperes such as Des Keogh, presenter of the popular radio 
programme Music for Middlebrows.à 2007 saw the beginning of a classical series 
featuring incumbent principal conductor David Brophy, and Robert Houlihan with the 
best of Irish soloists at the Royal Dublin Society Concert Hall. 2014-2015 saw a return 
to classical repertoire with a particular emphasis on English composers such as Elgar, 
Coates and Vaughan Williams, and UK and international soloists under principal 
conductor John Wilson.= 


The orchestra has recorded for the Naxos and Marco Polo labels, and more recently with 
Universal and Decca. 


It has performed many concerts with Irish choirs including the RTÉ Philharmonic Choir, 
The National Chamber Choir, the Galway Baroque Choir, the Tallaght Choral Society, the 
Culwick Choral Society, Dun Laoighre Choral Society and has had a tradition of 
performing Handel's 'Messiah' with Our Lady's Choral Society, including in its first ever 
performance in the Vatican in 2009. 


In July 2017 at the Galway International Arts Festival, the orchestra with soloist Clare 
Hammond, gave the World Premiere of Argentinian double Grammy winning composer 
Claudia Montero s Piano Concerto "Blanco y Negro" conducted by David Brophy, 
followed by a second performance at the National Concert Hall in Dublin. 


Operaredit] 


In addition to regular operatic gala concert performances with noted Irish international 
artists like Ailish Tynan, Cara O'Sullivan, Orla Boylan, Mary Hegarty, Regina Nathan, 
Majella Cullagh and Virginia Kerr, the orchestra has also worked with visiting artists 
including Denis O'Neill, Plácido Domingo, Luciano Pavarotti, José Carreras and Dame Kiri 
te Kanawa. From 1993 to 2008 it played for all Opera Ireland productions where it 
performed typically four full productions per year over the spring and winter opera 
seasons. Well known operas by the Italian masters and others were performed along 
with more modern works such as Dead Man Walking by Jake Heggie (performed 2007), 
and Previn's A Streetcar Named Desire (performed 2006).Z It has recorded Irish 
composer's William Vincent Wallace's 'Maritana' for Marco Polo label, and in 2008 
performed Balfe's ‘Falstaff’, another Irish opera not performed since 1838. This historic 
performance was released later in 2008 on CD as a live recording. 


Educationalieaiti 


The orchestra in the National Concert Hall 


The orchestra's primary educational initiative is the 'Music in the Classroom' series, 
conducted and devised by Gearóid Grant.“ The orchestra performs about 24 of these 
concerts per year, with audience numbers at about one thousand primary school 
children per concert. 


Jazz/swingredit] 


While a regular feature since the earlier days of the orchestra, with the expansion of the 
orchestra in the 1960s and players like Benny McNeill, Davy Martin, trumpets, John Tate 
and Harry Knowles, trombones, the orchestra has been a leading performer of jazz and 
big band repertoire. Arrangements by John Tate and Noel Kelehan defined the style of 
the orchestra and this tradition has continued with its current membership and 
arranging team as well as conductors. Visiting conductors like Bobby Lamb, Brian Byrne 
and John Wilson helped develop the orchestra's repertoire and style. Lamb worked with 
the orchestra from the 1980s, bringing with him well known soloists, and playing many 
of his own arrangements and compositions. Wilson works regularly to recreate the 
arrangements and playing style of the golden Hollywood era of the 1940s to 1960s. In 
2009 John Wilson was appointed principal guest conductor of the orchestra, and 
succeeded David Brophy as Principal Conductor of the orchestra in 2014, holding this 
position until 2016.44 


Popular/contemporaryredit] 


The RTÉ Concert Orchestra has always played an active role in bringing popular music 
into an orchestral setting. Through the 1970s, 80s and 1990s it performed for the Irish 
National Song Contest, and played for the Eurovision song contest in 1971, 1981, 1988, 
1993, 1994, 1995 and 1997.2: As part of the 1994 Eurovision the orchestra 

performed Riverdance as the interval act, premiering a work that was to go on to make 
enormous worldwide impact. Conductor Gareth Hudson worked extensively with the 
orchestra on TV shows, and musical theatre productions and continues to make his 
mark in this area.22 The orchestra has brought many international and Irish artists to 
the Irish public through its "Signature Series". Principal conductor David Brophy has 
worked on many of these concerts showing his ability to cover a broad range of styles 
including elements of pop, new age, contemporary songwriters etc.23i 


The RTÉ Concert Orchestra combined with the Mooney radio programme and the RTÉ 
radio audience to create a concert series running to 11 concerts finishing in 

2014, Mooney Tunes from the Grand Canal Theatre and the National Concert Hall... 
2016 saw the first of a series of 'dance music' performances at venues like the Electric 
Picnic, the Three Arena Dublin with 2fm DJ Jenny Greene and Gemma Sugrue vocals. 


See alsoOledit] 


e RTE National Symphony Orchestra 
e RTÉ Philharmonic Choir 

e RTE Cór na nÓg 

e RTÉ Vanbrugh Quartet 
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RTE Philharmonic Choir 


Origin Dublin, Cork 


Genres Classical, Choral, Symphonic, Jazz, Operatic 


, Contemporary 


Occupatio Orchestra, choir, string quartet 


n(s) 


Years 1948 - Present 


active 
Labels Naxos Records 
Website  http://www.rte.ie/performinggroups 


Members RTE National Symphony Orchestra 
RTÉ Concert Orchestra 
RTÉ Philharmonic Choir 
RTÉ Cór na nÓg 
RTÉ Vanbrugh Quartet 


The RTÉ Philharmonic Choir is an Irish choir, part of Irish public broadcaster RTÉ. 


Organisationredit] 


The choir is part of RTE Performing Groups, and the chorus master is Mark Hindley. 


The choir members, all of whom commit their services entirely voluntarily, meet each 
Wednesday from 7.30pm-10.00pm for rehearsals in the RTÉ Radio Centre and once a 
year gather for a residential training weekend which provides social opportunities 
alongside intensive workshops on technique, ensemble and repertoire. 


RT€ Philharmonic Choir 


ActivitiesSriedit] 


The Choir has been at the centre of choral music in Ireland since its foundation by Colin 
Mawby in 1985 following the introduction of new choral policy. This 140 strong choir is 
the country's premier symphonic choral ensemble and has performed more than 52 of 
the major choral works since its foundation, mostly in conjunction with the RTÉ 
orchestras. It broadcasts frequently on RTÉ lyric fm. 


See alsOfedit] 


e RTE National Symphony Orchestra 
e RTE Concert Orchestra 

e RTÉ Cór na nÓg 

e RTÉ Vanbrugh Quartet 


Referencestiedit] 


1. ^ "RTÉ Philharmonic Choir". RTÉ. Retrieved 2009-04-18. 
2. ^ "RTÉ Philharmonic Choir Naxos Records Profile". Naxos Records. Retrieved 2009-04-18. 


External linksieaiti 
e Official Site 
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RTÉ Cór na nÓg 


RTÉ Cór na nÓg 


Background information 


Origin Dublin, Ireland 

Genres Choral 

Years active 1985-present!! 
Associated acts RTÉ Philharmonic Choir 


Website orchestras.rte.ie 


RTÉ Cór na nÓg (RTÉ Children's Choir in English) is an Irish children's choir. The choir 
is part of RTE Performing Groups."! 


Historyledit! 


The choir was founded in 1985 by RTE choral director Colin Mawby.22! As of 2018, the 
group had 62 members, with choristers ranging from the ages of 10 to 15.2 The group 
has performed at venues such as the National Concert Hall, the National Gallery of 
Ireland, Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin, and the 3Arena.2! Performances are sometimes 
made with the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra and the RTE Concert Orchestra. The 
choir also sometimes appears on RTE Television and RTE Radio, with some radio work 
being done on RTE lyric fm.'««»^eeea The choir have previously appeared on religious 
programmes on RTÉ One. Recordings have included Gerard Victory's Ultima Rerum, the 
CD/Video Faith of Our Fathers, Scenes of an Irish Christmas and a CD of Christmas 
produced for RTE lyric fm and the RTE Guide in 2005 .!22ton needed 


The choir have also performed at the Dublin International Organ Festival, various Opera 
Ireland productions, Opera Theatre Company's Cinderella and the Russian State Ballet's 
Nutcracker, !tation needed During 2007 the group had 9 public performances, including one 

in Dublin Castle for an EBU Radio Assembly ™ and Gustav Mahler's Symphony of a 
Thousand at the National Basketball Arena. 


Every year, there is a large Christmas schedule. There is often at least one television 
appearance, as well as concerts. The choir host a concert in St. Ann's Church in Dawson 
Street annually. In 2008 they were the closing act on the Late Late Toy Show. !t#tionneeden 


The choir have received positive reviews from several publications. = 


The choir is part-funded through revenue derived from the licence fee paid by 
households with televisions in Ireland. 


See alsOfledit] 


e RTE National Symphony Orchestra 
e RTE Concert Orchestra 


e RTÉ Philharmonic Choir 
e RTE Vanbrugh Quartet 
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RT€ Vanbrugh Quartet 


RTÉ Vanbrugh Quartet 


Background information 


Origin E H Cork, Ireland | 
| 
| Genres String Quartet 
Years active 1986-present 
| Website www.vanbrughquartet.com 
Members Violin 
Gregory Ellis 


Keith Pascoe 


Viola 

Simon Aspell 

Cello 

Christopher Marwood 


Past members Violin 


Elizabeth Charleson 


RTÉ Vanbrugh Quartet, also known as the RTÉ String Quartet is the resident string 
quartet to Raidió Teilifís Éireann, Ireland's national broadcasting service, and 
collectively artists in residence to University College Cork. The Quartet members are 
also founders of the internationally acclaimed West Cork Chamber Music Festival. 


Organisation and historyredit] 


The quartet comprises Gregory Ellis and Keith Pascoe on violins, Simon Aspell on viola 
and Christopher Marwood with cello. It is part of RTE Performing Groups. =a 


The RTÉ Quartet was founded in 1985 and won the London International String Quartet 
Competition in 1988. It is one of Europe's most successful quartets, internationally 
recognised for its beauty of sound, clarity of texture and integrity of interpretation 
within an unusually wide and varied range of repertoire. 


Familiar visitors to all the main UK festivals, the Vanbrugh Quartet also broadcasts 
frequently for BBC Radio 3 and performs regularly at London's Wigmore Hall and South 
Bank. 


The Quartet enjoys a thriving international career with past appearances including 
concerts in Berlin (Konzerthaus), Amsterdam (Concertgebouw), Hungary (Liszt 
Academy), Poland (Lancut Festival), Spain (Galicia Festival), Flanders Festival, Menuhin 
Festival, Gstaad plus numerous visits to Scandinavia where recordings were made of 
the complete Beethoven quartets. The quartet tours the USA on a regular basis with 
performances in Carnegie Hall, New York and the Kennedy Center in Washington. 


Recordingsriedit] 


Hyperion released two Vanbrugh Quartet CDs of chamber music by Charles Villiers 
Stanford. The Quartet's recent recording of three of Boccherini's cello quintets on 
Hyperion was featured as Editor's Choice in Gramophone Magazine. 


Other recent CDs include Metronome's second CD devoted to the music of Belfast 
composer Piers Hellawell, a Black Box release of lan Wilson's three quartets and a 
recording for Hyperion of works for quartet and soprano by John Tavener. These 
recordings join a discography of twenty-one releases which includes the complete 
Beethoven Quartets and works by Haydn, Schubert, Dvorak, Janáček, Dohnányi, E.J. 
Moeran, Robert Simpson, John Tavener, John McCabe, John Kinsella, Raymond 
Deane, Brian Boydell and Walter Beckett. 


See alsoredit 


e RTE National Symphony Orchestra 
e RTE Concert Orchestra 
e RTÉ Philharmonic Choir 


e RTE Cór na nÓg 


Referencestiedit] 
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Screenshot of RTE.ie on 7 November 2012 


Type of site Portal 


| Available in English 


Irish/Gaeilge 


Owner Raidió Teilifís Éireann 


Created by RTÉ Publishing 
Website rte.ie 
Commercial Yes 
Registration None 
Launched 26 May 1996 
Current status Active 


RTÉ.ie is the brand name and home of RTÉ's online activities, located at 

the URL http://rte.ie. The site began publishing on 26 May 1996. According to RTÉ, it 
operates on an entirely commercial basis, receiving none of the licence fee which funds 
much of RTÉ's activity.™ The site, it says, is funded by advertising and 

section sponsorship. However, RTÉ has had to defend itself from allegations of anti- 
competitiveness brought about by licence fee support." 


As of 2010, it is among the top 4,000 most visited websites globally, by Alexa rankings, 
8! and among the top 10 sites in Ireland"! with certified impressions of over 75 million 
per month and over 4 million unique users.® A redesign of the website's home page, 
news and business sections took place on 13 October 2010.9 


A revamp of the website is due late 2014. Irceds veaatel 


Backgroundieait] 


This article needs additional citations 

for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 

citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
iv challenged and removed. 

Find 

sources: "RTE.ie" - news - newspapers « books = scholar - JSTOR (June 

2008) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


The site provides an array of content under the different banners (IBD's) that it 
operates, such as Radio, television, News, Business, Sport etc. These sub-sites, are 
interlinked and offer streaming of sound and picture where appropriate, with a 
huge archive for certain programmes going back to 1998. 


Budgetieaiti 


References 
The following figures were issued by RTE as part of their Annual report 2012Ulzerzrimen source 


needed] 


Income 


Licence Fee €4,069,000 


Commercial Income €4,295,000 


Total Income €8,364,000 


Total Costs 


Network and other related costs Not provided 
Sales Costs not given 


Part of costs associated with RTÉ 


CIR ee Television and RTÉ Radio 


Indigenous non-broadcast 


output costs €5,629,000 


Irish Productions €3,333,000 


Total Costs €8,962,000 


Profit and Loss 


(€598,000) 


Breakdown of Irish Productions 


RTÉ €3,135,000 


Independent Producers €198,000 


Total €£3,333,000 


The table below outlines RTÉ.ie's total in-house and commissioned programming by 
genre in 2008 and 2012: 


Total €3,333,000 


Sections{edit] 


Newsr[edit] 
Main article: RTÉ News and Current Affairs 


The News and Current Affairs Independent Business Unit is branded online, as on radio 
and television as RTE News. The news site was launched in 1998, with its own dedicated 
journalists. RTÉ News Online (later RTÉ Interactive News and now simply called RTÉ.ie 
News) was the first major site in Ireland to provide a rolling online news service with 
content written for the web. This section of the site offers access to all the news 
programmes broadcast by RTE on Radio and on Television. The huge archive offers 
streaming, in various quality back to 1999. Currently the site employs sectioning of 
news items, poll features, numerous microsites such as for General 

Elections, Referenda, and throughout the National Budget. The online news service had 
been operational 0700-2300GMT every day with the exception of Christmas Day, when 
it was replaced with a message wishing everyone a very merry Christmas. It has now 
begun operating from 0600GMT daily. 


RTÉ.ie's first Editor was Bree Treacy. She was succeeded by Joe Zefran, who was News 
Editor between 2007 and 2009, but Treacy continued as Entertainment Editor. 


Sport[edit] 


Founded in August 1999, RTÉ Sport offers access to a large number of sporting 
interests. This arm of the site provides live-updating of scores across various disciplines, 
and covers the range of Irish sports along with major world events and other smaller 
sports and codes with an Irish interest. The primary RTE.ie Sport journalists are James 
McMahon, Brendan Cole, Ed Leahy, Barry McEneaney, Tadhg Peavoy, Rob Wright and 
Johnny Proby. 


Businessr[edit] 


Originally dubbed OnBusiness this section commenced in 2001 (now called simply RTÉ 
Business). This section of the site provides up to the minute business from Ireland and 
carries major news stories from the wires. There is a recently added Technology News 
section, and again a large archive of data and video/audio available to download. 


Entertainment[edit] 


Originated from the A-C-E (Arts-Culture-Entertainment) site in 2000 (later RTÉ 
Interactive Entertainment then RTÉ Guide Entertainment) portal this section of the site 
provides access to celebrity news and gossip, there are photo galleries from recent 
international and Irish events. There are listings of movie-times, and a hige database of 
reviews. Music is also reviewed and promoted along with concerts. There is also a 
gaming section consisting mostly of gaming news and reviews. Theatre and book 
reviews are also presented. Along with blogs and other interactive cross-overs, this 
section is particularly active. 


On 10 June 2010 at 10:10 RTE relaunched their Entertainment and RTE ] 
Guide websites. RTÉ TEN (The Entertainment Network) is the new name for RTÉ's 
online entertainment section. RTÉ TEN plans to be an entertainment news website for 
the social-media generation. It will connect with users through various social-media 
organisations such as Facebook and Twitter. RTÉ TEN introduces the RTÉ Guide's 
personalised TV Listings, which includes links to the RTÉ player's set of shows. Users 
can use Outlook or Google clanaders to TV listings and be able to invite friends to join 
them watching their favourite shows on social networking sites. 


Television[edit] 
Main category: RTÉ Television 


This section of the site provides access to listing of shows on all channels and also 
provides access to the mini-sites of RTE's broadcast programming including that 
produced in-house, commissioned and acquired internationally. 


Radio[edit] 
Main category: RTÉ Radio 
Similar to the TV section of the site, rte.ie/radio provides access to the broadcasters four 


fm radio stations' live streams as well as dedicated station sites and programme micro- 
sites. 


Aertel[edit] 

Main article: RTÉ Aertel 

A live mirror of RTÉ's teletext system, RTÉ Aertel, is provided. Aertel was provided by 
the site from 1996, originally to provide the text news service, and is digitised by screen 


scraping the off-air broadcasts. The content from both RTE One (Aertel) and RTE Two 
(Aertel Plus) is available. 


Performing groupsredit] 
Main articles: RTE National Symphony Orchestra, RTE Concert Orchestra, RTE 
Philharmonic Choir, RTE Cór na nÓg, and RTE Vanbrugh Quartet 


Youth & children[edit] 
RTEjr 
Archives & Library[edit] 


Access to themed selections from the RTE Libraries and Archives is also available 
through rte.ie, with new topics being added occasionally. Previous years' selections 
remain available, and cover radio back to the 1920s and television back to 1961.24 


Secondary sectionsiedit] 
Fashion was launched in 2008. Dating and classifieds were added in 2009. 
e Dating e Jobs 


e Classified e Propert * Op 
e Travel 
a y Weath 
e Fashion « Mobile earne 
e Food e Motors 


Audio and video contentieaiti 


Some RTÉ content is available without geographic restrictions 

in RealAudio or RealVideo formats, including virtually all news and events broadcasts on 
radio and television dating back to 1998, and most episodes of Prime 

Time and Nationwide dating back a number of years. Most other RTE-originated content 
such as Show Me the Money is also provided, but increasingly more and more content is 
restricted only to Ireland as the content has shifted over to the Ireland-only RTE player. 
Video streams vary between 56 and 225 kbit/s or higher and vary from RealMedia 
versions eight through ten. Many are direct dumps from RTE 1 and 2, and hence include 
their digital on-screen graphics, or even ad breaks. The site was one of the first to offer 
audio downloads, with FTP-hosted RealAudio 2 files being provided as far back as 1996, 
with streaming being introduced in 1997, initially using Xing Streamworks, and later 
moving back solely to Real. The majority of recent RTE television and radio shows have 
their own mini-sites, which vary from providing clips to full versions of the shows, as 
well as mp3 podcasts of some of their radio shows. Most RTE Radio 1 shows are 
available for non-live streaming. Streams of topical radio shows, such as Today with Pat 
Kenny and Liveline, often only cover the previous seven-day period, or a period of about 
a month for other shows such as Mystery Train. In a recent development an archive 

of The Tubridy Show going back to September 2006 has been made available. Very few 
full shows from RTE 2fm are available for non-live streaming, and most shows on RTÉ. 
lyric fm and RTE Raidió na Gaeltachta only have the previous episode available. For 
their textual news, sport, business and entertainment sections; RSS feeds are provided. 


Live[edit] 


Regular live webcasting of RTE programmes began on 17 March 2007. All RTE News and 
Current Affairs programmes, such as Prime Time, Questions and Answers as well as 
programmes like the Saint Patrick's Day Parade, are streamed live, usually with 
unrestricted access. These are available in Windows Media Player and Real format. 
Some live content is available in Flash streaming format, including some live GAA 
matches and RTÉ News Now. 


RTÉ News Now an online rolling news service can also be accessed through the site. 
Much of the live video content on the site is restricted to the island of Ireland. 


RTE playerr[edit] 
Main article: RTÉ player 


In April 2009, RTÉ launched a restricted on-demand television service. Its content is 
from RTÉ One and RTÉ Two. Its programmes include news, sport, soap operas and other 
television shows broadcast on RTÉ Television. The RTÉ player was initially restricted to 
the island of Ireland only. Since January 2010, visitors to the RTÉ player from outside 


Ireland have been able to access a range or programs which are cleared for 
international audiences.2z 


Awardsiediti 
RTE.ie has won several awards, including numerous Golden Spider Awards: 


e Best Digital Media Website (2009, for RTÉ.ie/morningireland)'etenaeecea 
e Best News, Media and Entertainment Website (20006)!stten needed 

e Best Sports, Health and Leisure Website (2006)ctenseecea 

e Grand Prix Award (2006) !ctation needea 

e Best News & Media Website (2005 )tststen needed 

e Best Mobile Content (2005, for RTE.ie/sport/gaa) cite» neesen 

e Best Media Service Website (2004)23 

e Information Excellence Award (1999):4 


Former staffieait] 


RTÉ.ie has seen a number of its journalists go on to further careers within RTÉ, 
elsewhere in the Irish media and further afield. 


Former staff and freelance online journalists include: 


e Neil Callanan, Real Estate reporter, Bloomberg News'* 

e Steve Cummins, freelance music writeres 

e Donnacha DeLong, president, National Union of Journalists®” 

e Amanda Fennelly, researcher/reporter, RTE 2frictsten needed 

e Anne-Louise Foley, Press Officer, RTE Television!cttenneecea 

e Blathnaid Healy, Content Manager, Worldlrish.com5s 

e Fiona Hearst, social/digital media executive, RTE Televisio n!en needed 
e Caroline Hennessy, food travel and culture writer% 

e Sinéad Kissane, sports reporter, TV32% 

e Bill Lehane, online news reporter, Upstream oil and gas newspaper: 
e Siobhan Mannion, fiction writer and producer, RTE Radio 1's Arena2# 
e Luke McManus, freelance television director 

e Emma McNamara, radio journalist, RTE News'!<ten needed 

e Elizabeth O'Neill, researcher, RTE Radio 12 

e Susan Ryan, journalist, TheJournal. ie!#2terreedea 

e Barry Whyte, editor, Institutionalinvestor.com22! 


See alsoiedit] 


e Australia's SBS 
e CBC.ca the online service of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, CBC. 
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RTE Aertel Digital was an interactive service broadcast on RTE One and RTE 
Two in Ireland, and also available in its entirety on the Internet. 


Historyledit] 


The teletext service began development in the mid-1980s (with tests as early as 1985) 
and was formally launched on 22 June 1987. Originally called simply Aerte/, it gained 
the RTE prefix along with RTE's other activities from September 2003. The rte.ie news 
service used to simply wrap Aertel's output into their web pages, and the service is also 
available on WAP. 


A selection of RTÉ Aertel pages are broadcast in-vision on rotation overnight on RTÉ 
Two after normal programming, under the title V/ghtscreen. 


In 2003, RTÉ signed a deal with SysMedia to develop a MHEG-5 based version of Aertel 
for use on the Sky Digital platform. To date, this project has yet to materialise into a 
working service. However, an MHEG-5 based Aertel has appeared on the digital 
terrestrial service Saorview. 


In April 2018, it reported that RTE has asked the Minister for Communications for 
permission to reduce the Aertel service on the grounds that it had been superseded by 
more recent technology. For legal reasons, RTE has to get permission from the 
Minister to make significant changes to Aertel. 


In November 2019, it was announced that Aertel would be shut-down as part of cost 
cutting measures at RTE. 


List of pagestiediti 
RTE One and RTE Twofedit] 


e 102 News 


e 130 Business 
e 150 National Lottery 


e 160 Weath 
e 170 Televion 
e 200 Sport 


e 888 Subtitles 
RTE Oneredit] 


e 300 Entertainment 
e 350 TV Extra 
e 500 Travel 


RTE Twor[edit] 


e 440 Children's 
e 500 Local Sport 


RTE Aertel Digitalreaiti 


RTE Aertel Digital is currently broadcast on the Saorview service on RTE One, RTE 
Two HD, and RTE News Now. The service is the same on each channel. RTE have 
proposed providing more improvements with the service over the coming years. It is 
also proposed that the text service is carried on their radio services which broadcast on 
Saorview. RTE also plan to replace their test page on Channel 7 with RTEjr/RTE Plus." 
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2RN 


2rry 


Type Communications network operator 


Predecess RTÉNL 


or 
Founded December 2002 


Headquart Cookstown Court, Old Belgard Road, 
Tallaght, Dublin 24 


ers 
Area Ireland 

served 

Services Saorview, Saorsat, Telecoms distribution 
Parent Raidió Teilifis Eireann 


Website http://www. 2rn.ie 


2RN" is the trading name of RTE Transmission Network Ltd,? a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Raidió Teilifís Eireann, formerly trading as RTENL, which runs Ireland's principal 
digital terrestrial television and radio broadcast networks. In December 2002 it became 
an incorporated company and subsidiary of RTÉ, it was previously a division within RTÉ. 
It operates 12 main TV and radio transmitter sites and many smaller relays and 
transposers, which carry television and/or radio. It also provides site hosting for mobile 
telephone operators, the emergency services, wireless broadband and other private 
mobile communications service providers. 


In April 2013 a repositioning™ was carried out to provide "arm's length" broadcast 
transmission services to all national TV and radio broadcasters. The repositioning 
renamed and rebranded RTÉNL to 2RN (the name comes from the original Irish Radio 
service known as 2RN (derived from "To Éjreann"«ees-« ). A new board of directors 
was appointed with an independent chairman and its headquarters was located in 
Tallaght, across the city from its owners campus at Donnybrook in Dublin. 


RTE NLiedit! 
RTE Network Limited 


Carried contentieaiti 


Saorview is carried from all 64 TV transmitter sites. 


The 4 PSB FM radio stations RTÉ Radio 1, RTÉ 2fm, RTÉ lyric fm and RTÉ Raidió na 
Gaeltachta are carried, although not all on every transmitter or relay,.5 The longwave 
radio transmitter carries RTE Radio 1 only on the 252 kHz frequency. 


Commercial radio broadcaster Today FM is also carried on most main sites as well as 
many relays and many Independent Local Radio stations use the local 2RN transmission 
site. 


Digital upgradesredit] 
Television: Saorview, Saorsat[edit] 


2rn having built and commissioned the new digital infrastructure, is also the body 
responsible for day-to-day running and operating the platform providing 9896 population 
coverage at ASO in October 2012. Broadcasting is done via DVB-T, using MPEG-4 video 
compression and MPEG 1 Layer ll audio compression. 


Saorsat will cover the remaining 296 not covered by DTT due to terrain issues 
using narrowband Ka satellite from June 2011. For more on these see Saorview article 


RTÉ (via 2RN) are licensed by Comreg to operate and maintain 2 Public Service 
Broadcasting (PSB) multiplexes (or muxes) on the Saorview Digital terrestrial 
television service. Both muxes are operational. 


Radio[edit] 


2RN have slowly deployed a DAB broadcast network which is currently only available 
in three main urban areas (Dublin, Cork & Limerick) and the north-east of the country, 
from 4 transmitters on Multiplex 12C to approx 5696 of the population. Currently only 
RTÉ are licensed to operate a DAB multiplex but in the past, a private multiplex has 
operated on two transmitters on a trial licence. DAB in Ireland carries details of the 
channels carried. 


The Clarkestown LW transmitter is equipped for, and has been used to carry Digital 
Radio Mondiale transmissions in the past, but there are no public plans to continue this. 


e Cairn Hill, County Longford 

e Clermont Carn, County Louth 

e Holywell Hill, County Donegal 

e Kippure, County Wicklow 

e Maghera, County Clare 

e Mount Leinster, County Carlow/County Wexford 
e Mullaghanish, County Cork 

e Spur Hill, County Cork 

e Three Rock, County Dublin 

e  Truskmore, County Sligo 


LW Radioredit] 


e Clarkstown, County Meath - LW Radio (Equipped for DRM) 
Relay transmitters[edit] 


e Achill Island, County Mayo - DTT, FM radio 

e Arranmore Island, County Donegal - DTT, FM radio 
e Arklow, County Wicklow - DTT 

e Athlone town, County Westmeath - FM radio, 
e Ballybofey, County Donegal - DTT, FM radio, 
e  Ballydavid, County Kerry, - FM radio 

e Bandon, County Cork - DTT 

e Bantry, County Cork - DTT, FM radio, 

e Cahir, County Tipperary- DTT 

e Cahirciveen, County Kerry - DTT, FM radio 

e Casla, County Galway - DTT, FM radio 

e Castlebar, County Mayo - DTT, FM radio 

e Castletownbere, County Cork - DTT, FM radio 
e Clifden, County Galway - DTT, FM radio 

e Clonakilty, County Cork - DTT 

e Clonmany, County Donegal - DTT 

e Clonmel, County Waterford - DTT, FM Radio 


e Collins Barracks (Cork), County Cork - DTT, FM radio 
e Crosshaven, County Cork - DTT, FM radio 

e Dingle, County Kerry - DTT 

e Dooncarton (lorras), County Mayo- DTT 

e Drimoleague, County Cork - DTT 

e Dungarvan, County Waterford - DTT, FM radio 

e Ennistymon, County Clare - DTT 

e Falcarragh, County Donegal - DTT 

e Ferrypoint, County Waterford (serves Youghal) - DTT 
e Fanad, County Donegal - DTT, FM radio 

e Fermoy, County Cork - DTT, FM radio 

e Forth Mountain, County Wexford, - DTT 

e Gallow's Hill, County Waterford (site serves Waterford city) - DTT, FM radio 
e Glanmire, County Cork - DTT 

e Glencolmcille, County Donegal - DTT 

e Glendalough, County Wicklow - DTT 

e Glenties, County Donegal - DTT 

e Gorey, County Wexford - DTT 

e Greenore, County Louth - DTT 

e Greystones, County Wicklow - DTT, FM radio 

e Kilduff, County Tipperary - DTT, FM radio (carries RTE Radio 1 only on 90.2) 
e = Killaloe, County Clare - DTT 

e Kilmacthomas, County Waterford - DTT 

e Knockanore, County Kerry - DTT, FM radio 

e Knockmoyle, (Slieve Mish) County Kerry - DTT, FM radio 
e Kinsale, County Cork - DTT, FM radio 

e Lahinch, County Clare - FM radio 

e Leap, County Cork - DTT 

e Letterkenny, County Donegal - DTT 

e Maamclassach, County Kerry - DTT, FM radio 

e Magheroarty, County Donegal - DTT, FM radio 

e Malin Head, County Donegal - DTT, FM radio 

e Mitchelstown, County Cork - DTT 

e Monaghan, County Monaghan - DTT, FM radio 

e Mount Gabriel, County Cork - DTT 

e Moville, County Donegal - DTT, FM radio 

e Rosscarbery, County Cork - DTT 

e Suir Valley, County Kilkenny - DTT, FM radio 

e Timoleague, County Cork - DTT 

e Tonabrocky, County Galway - DTT 

e Woodcock Hill, County Clare - DTT, FM radio, DAB digital radio 
e Carslville South, CO Cork - DTT, FM 


Transmitters no longer active[edit] 


e Abbeyfeale, County Limerick - UHF television 
e Aghavannagh, County Wicklow - UHF television 
e Annagry, County Donegal - UHF television 


Annascaul, County Kerry - UHF television 
Araglin, County Cork - UHF television 
Arthurstown, County Wexford - UHF television 
Ashford, County Wicklow - UHF television 
Ashleam, County Mayo - UHF television 

Athlone (Moydrum), County Westmeath Telecommunications. Was MW radio 
Avoca, County Wicklow A - UHF television 
Avoca, County Wicklow B - UHF television 
Ballinastoe, County Wicklow - UHF television 
Ballineen, County Cork - UHF television 
Ballingeary, County Cork - UHF television 
Ballinglen, County Wicklow - UHF television 
Ballintrillick, County Sligo - UHF television 
Ballyandreen, County Cork - UHF television 
Ballymacarbry, County Waterford - UHF television 
Ballynakilly, County Kerry - UHF television 
Ballyporeen, County Tipperary - UHF television 
Ballinure, County Cork - Telecommunications only. Was MW radio. 
Bealanabrack, County Galway - UHF television 
Belgooley, County Cork - UHF television 

Ben Gorm, County Mayo - UHF television 
Blarney, County Cork - UHF television 

Bonane, County Kerry - UHF television 

Briska, County Mayo - UHF television 

Brittas Bay, County Wicklow - UHF television 
Broadford, County Clare - UHF television 
Corrnamona, County Galway - UHF television 
Crossbarry, County Cork - UHF television 
Donnybrook, Dublin, County Dublin - VHF television 
Droumgarriff, County Cork - UHF television 
Dromanassig, County Kerry - UHF television 
Dunquin, County Kerry - UHF television 
Dunmanway, County Cork - UHF television 
Failmore, County Galway - UHF television 
Glenbeigh, County Kerry - UHF television 
Glencar, County Kerry - UHF television 
Headford, County Kerry - UHF television 
Inchigeelagh, County Cork - UHF television 
Inistioge, County Kilkenny - UHF television 

Kells Bay, County Kerry - UHF television 

Kilkee, County Clare - UHF television 

Killeagh, County Cork - UHF television 
Kilmacomma, County Tipperary - UHF television 
Lauragh, County Kerry - UHF television 
Listowel, County Kerry - UHF television 
Lomanaugh, County Kerry - UHF television 
Maam, County Galway - UHF television 
Macroom, County Cork - UHF television 


e Monasootagh, County Wexford - UHF television 
e Morley's Bridge, County Kerry - UHF television 
e  Mountainstage, County Kerry - UHF television 

e Mulranny, County Mayo - UHF television 

e Nire Valley, County Waterford - UHF television 
e Passage West, site located at Marino, near Cobh County Cork - UHF television 
e Termon, County Donegal - UHF television 

e Tinahealy, County Wicklow - UHF television 

e Tomriland, County Wicklow - UHF television 

e Toomes Bridge, County Cork - UHF television 

e  Tracton, County Cork - UHF television 

e Tullamore, County Offaly - MW Radio 

e Westport, County Mayo - UHF television 


e Woodenbridge, County Wicklow - UHF television 
e Youghal (south), site at The Strand, Youghal town, County Cork - UHF television 


External linksreait) 


e Department of Communications Digital Television 
e DTT Network - Saorview 


Referencestiedit] 
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3. ^ RTE press release - 23 July 2012 "RTE announces Repositioning of RTENL" 
4. ^ SAORVIEW Frequencies and Transmission sites 

5. ^ Radio Frequencies and Transmitter sites 


6. ^ ComReg issued two DTT multiplex licences to RTE, one in December 2007 the other in 
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RTÉ Libraries and Archives 
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RTÉ Libraries and Archives 


RTÉ Archives logo 2015 


Region served Ireland 


Official language English/Irish 


Website www.rte.ie/archives/ 


The RTÉ Archives and Libraries are a collection of photographs, sounds recordings, 
video footage and written records (of articles such as scripts) in various formats across 
a wide range of topics pertaining to Irish life and society. 


The collection is derived from the material used by Raidió Teilifís Éireann in their 
activities as national broadcaster for Ireland. 


As RTÉ is part funded by a licence fee from Irish householders with televisions, it has a 
significant responsibility to maintain and update this collection and make it available to 
the general public. 


Logoledit] 


The RTÉ Archives logo incorporates RTÉ current corporate logo with a take on the 1967 
corporate logo for the word archive. There are two versions of the logo, generally the 
first letter of the word Archive is used (as see in description box) but also where the full 
word is used. 


See also[edit] 


e Reeling in the Years 
e TV50 
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Raidió Teilifís Éireann Commercial 
Enterprises (RTÉ CEL) 


RTE 


Type Commercial subsidiary to RTE 
Industry Broadcasting, publishing, advertising 


Headquart Montrose, Donnybrook, Dublin & Fr. 


ers Mathew Street, Cork 

Ireland 
Area Ireland and Northern Ireland 
served 


Rest of the world (via internet, satellite, digital 


and analogue services) and Worldwide 


Products Television and radio 


Raidió Teilifís Éireann Commercial Enterprises (RTÉ CEL) is the commercial arm of 
Ireland's public service broadcaster RTE or Raidió Teilifís Eireann. RTE CEL is run 
independently from RTE as a whole owned subsidiary of the company. In 1999 it 
divested RTE of its 4096 share of Cablelink. During the 1990s it had great success 

with Riverdance. It owns and publishes The RTE Guide, www.rte.ie and numerous spin 
off publications from RTÉ shows. It had an interest in Tara TV. 


RTÉ CEL was part of the Easy TV (DTT) consortium that bid for one of the three 
Commercial DTT licences offered by the BAI in 2008.43 RTE confirmed on 14 May 2010 
Easy TV was "declining their offer to pursue negotiations" on the DTT contract which 
ended the application process. 
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RTÉ Player 


show 
Screenshot 
Original Raidió Teilifís Éireann (RTÉ) 
author(s) 


Developer(s) RTE 


Initial release 21 April 2009" 


Stable release 0.25.460.458"! / 22 April 2012°! 


Operating Requires Adobe Flash Player; available 
system for 
Windows (XP and later) 
Mac OS X iPhone (all models) Android 
OS (2.3 or later) 
Linux 
(Streaming) 


PlayStation 3, PSP, PS 


Vita, PlayStation 4 
Type Television catch-up 


Website rte.ie/player 


RTÉ Player is an on demand video service provided by Irish public media 
broadcaster RTE. 


The service provides content which had previously aired across RTÉ Television, the 
service also offers content exclusive to the player and content from other international 
broadcasters. 


RTÉ Player is available in two formats: one for the Republic of Ireland and Northern 
Ireland and another format for international audiences. The service provides news, 
current affairs, entertainment, sport, local and international dramas." 


On 2 September 2011, RTÉ announced it would launch a similar platform of its digital 
radio stations under the name "RTE Radio Player". 


The service allows viewers to watch programmes from 7 to 21 days after they are 
broadcast." It was launched on 21 April 2009."! 


RTÉ Player was made available to Virgin Media Ireland (previously UPC Ireland) 
customers through their televisions from 25 May 2012.'! The service became available 
to all Sky Ireland customers on 8 July 2016. 


In December 2018, a new html5 version of the RTE Player was revealed featuring 
content which is exclusive to the online player. The player also hosts additional 
channels including RTÉ Archives and RTÉ Food. The on-demand service also features 
content from international broadcasters such as CBS, ABC 

Australia, arte, Epix, Lionsgate Television and Warner Brothers Television. 


In 2019 the service came in for criticism for being unreliable and difficult to operate. A 
freedom of information request in late 2019 revealed that RTE received a series of 
complaints from the public that showed that while commercials seemed to work very 
well that the actual content frequently didn't play. RTE's response 

to TheJournal.ie stated that the vast majority of people were happy even though they 
did not state how they knew people were satisfied with the service. "^ 


Contentieaiti 


More than 200 hours of programmes from all categories of RTÉ broadcast schedule are 
available on RTE Player, most of which are not available to web users outside the 
island of Ireland.” But in January 2010, news, sport and flagship entertainment 
programming were released to worldwide audiences. According to RTÉ, it is "one of the 
first broadcasters in the world to launch a comprehensive international online TV catch- 
up service."22 


Popular soap operas are available on a 7-day catch-up basis, while home produced 
entertainment and children's programming is available for 21 days. All RTE News and 


Current Affairs output and RTÉ Sport shows including The Sunday Game, Monday Night 
Soccer and OB Sport are available.zusus 


In late 2009 RTÉ began putting more and more international programming on RTÉ 
Player. When initially launched RTÉ had already secured rights for online streaming for 
many British and Australian shows such as EastEnders and Home and Away. They then 
launched some American programmes with exclusive online showings of Seasons 1 and 
2 of AMC's Mad Men. Other US shows soon followed such as Grey's Anatomy, Ugly 
Betty, Lost, Desperate Housewives, and Blue Bloods. 


On 14 December 2010, RTÉ Player became available on Sony's PlayStation 3 (PS3) 
and PSP console.“ 


An app for iPhone and iPad was launched on 22 December 2011. Despite all programs 
being available on Android via Adobe Flash, only a small selection of programs are 
available on the iPhone and iPad app.2# 


As part of TV50, RTÉ intends to launch as many as 20 archive programmes each month 
of 2012 via the RTE Player." 


RTE Player Internationaliediti 


On 4 March 2015 RTE revamped its RTE Player for international audiences.2z The new 
service provides over 500 hours of television from Ireland. RTÉ Player International will 
be a 'freemium' offering which means that audiences will be able to download the app 
for free and access 100 hours of free content, refreshed daily. The full content offering 
can be accessed and watched free of advertising for a monthly subscription of €8.99 
($8.99/ £6.99) through the App Store. This subscription helps to cover the cost of 
securing the international rights for the content and for delivering this premium quality 
video-on-demand service. The new enhanced RTÉ Player International service is 
available for iOS devices, supporting iOS7 or greater. The original RTE Player service for 
international audiences remains available on desktop and android. 


RTE Player Originalstedit! 


e Capsule Style Challenge (2019-) 
e Go Outside & Play (2019-) 

e Good Skin Day (2019-) 

e Explained by Prime Time (2019-) 
e Docland. (2019-) 

* The Panti Monolouge (2019-) 

e Des Bishop: One Day You'll Understand (2019-) 
e The Doireann Project (2018-) 

e Your Own Nikita (2018-) 

e How To Adult (2018-) 

e Capsule (2019-) 

e Jen's Weekend: London (2019-) 
e Natural Born Feeder (2019-) 

e The Good Room (2019-) 

e How Would Holly Do (2019-) 

e The Couch (2019-) 

e The Sisters Closet (2019-) 


International Programmesiediti 


In 2019, RTÉ Player began to host boxsets from international broadcasters. 


e ER 

e Unforgotten 

e Factory of Lies 

e Who Do You Think You Are? UK 
e Catastrophe 

e Dawson's Creek 

e Berlin Station 


e Ally McBeal 


e The O.C. 
e Frasier 
e Magic City 


e Melrose Place 


See alsOfledit] 


e List of programmes broadcast by RTE 
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e RTE Player at RTE.ie 
e RTE Player beta 
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This article needs additional citations 
for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
o citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 


challenged and removed. 
Find sources: "RTE 


Guide" - news + newspapers : books : scholar : JSTOR (October 
2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


RT€ GUIDE 
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The RTÉ Guide in June 2009. 


Categories TV and radio listings magazine 


Frequency Weekly 


First issue 1 December 1961 


Company RTÉ Commercial Enterprises Ltd 


Country Ireland 


Language English 
Irish 


Website http://www.rte.ie/rteguide/ 


The RTÉ Guide is a television and radio listings magazine in Ireland published by RTÉ 
Commercial Enterprises Ltd, a subsidiary of Raidió Teilifís Eireann. 


The magazine offers detailed programme listings for RTÉ channels, as well as Virgin 
Media One (TV3), TG4 (TnaG), Virgin Media Two (3e), BBC One, BBC Two, UTV, 

and Channel 4, as well as less detailed listings for variations of BBC Wales, ITV 

Wales, S4C and a number of satellite and cable channels. RTÉ Radio programme listings 
are also published. Lifestyle and celebrity articles are also included in the magazine. 


History and publicationreaiti 


The RTE Guide began publication on 1 December 1961 as the RTV Guide and changed 
its name to the current name in 1966.2 


From 8 January 1977, the RTE Guide switches from tabloid format to a compact 
magazine size and also changes from monochrome into colour, while early on listings 
were carried for the BBC but were later dropped after a few years and only RTE 
programme listings were carried. Following the UK listings magazines such as Radio 
Times and TVTimes were deregulated from 1 March 1991, the magazine began 
carrying BBC, UTV/HTV Wales and Channel 4 (with SAC) listings also from 13 April 1991. 
I3] 


A special Christmas double issue of RTÉ Guide is published every year to cover the 
Christmas period and the New Year.“ 


In April 2018 the ATÉ Guide got its first new look for some years. 


In May 2019, it was reported that RTE was considering putting the ATÉ Guide up for 
sale. 5! 


In June 2019, it was reported that the Sunday Business Post owner, Enda O'Coineen, 
may acquire the ATE Guide. 38 


In December 2019, it was reported that RTÉ had abandoned the sale of the RTÉ 
Guide. 7 


Circulation[edit] 


The Audit Bureau of Circulations circulation figures for the RTE Guide were: 


e 130,327 for July 2002 to December 2002: 
e 118,263 for July 2003 to December 2003 
e 61,881 for 2012 
e 53,695 in 201444 
e 51,413 for 20154 
e 48,089 for 201622 
e 45,861 for 201724 
e 43,195 for 201822 


N 


See alsoredit] 


e Radio Times 


e TVTimes 
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For the broadcasting company formerly known as TV3 Group, see Virgin Media 
Television (Ireland). 


Virgin Media Ireland 


Industry 


Founded 


Headquarters 


Area served 


Key people 


Products 


Revenue 


Owner 


Number of 
employees 


Parent 


Private company limited by 


shares 


Telecommunications 


12 December 2005; 14 years 


ago 


Eastpoint Business Park, 


Dublin 


, 


Ireland 


| re | an d [citation needed] 


Tony Hanway 


Broadcast television 


Cable television 
Broadband Internet 
Telephone 

Mobile phone 


$505.2 million™ 


Liberty Global 


800 


Virgin Media 


Subsidiaries Virgin Media Television 


Website www.virginmedia.ie 


Virgin Media Ireland is Liberty Global's telecommunications operation in Ireland.teerrestion 
needed) |t js the largest digital cable television provider within the Republic of Ireland.!cte 
needed) AS Of 31 December 2014, the company offers broadband internet, digital television 
and digital (VoIP) telephony to 1 million customers. Until 4 May 2010, Virgin Media 
Ireland traded under the name Chorus NTL 2 and UPC Ireland until 5 October 2015.8! Its 
main competitors in the Irish pay TV market are Sky Ireland, Eir and Vodafone Ireland.“ 


Historyiediti 


Liberty Global and its predecessors UGC Europe and Tele-Communications Inc. have had 
shareholdings in Chorus Communications and its predecessor, Princes Holdings (Irish 
Multichannel), since the company's formation in the early 1990s. Originally a joint 
venture with Independent News and Media, IN&M sold its shares to Liberty in 2004. 


In May 2005, NTL agreed to sell its Irish operations NTL Ireland (previously Cablelink) to 
Liberty Global. Morgan Stanley held the shareholding until Competition Authority 
approval was obtained. This occurred in December 2005 and UPC Ireland came into 
being on 12 December 2005. 


In 2006, UPC Ireland began to integrate the brands Chorus and NTL to form Chorus NTL. 
Branding wise, on 5 September 2006 NTL's website was changed to the same design as 
Chorus i.e., itself based on UPC Netherlands' website design at the time. 25 January 
2007, NTL Ireland updated the electronic programme guide software to remove the NTL 
logo and all mention of the NTL name. 


On 31 January 2007, NTL and Chorus began advertising jointly, although the adverts 
were simply the ongoing campaign from NTL with the Chorus logo added to them. On 4 
June 2007 @nt/world.ie e-mail addresses switched to @upcmail.je“ The new UPC 
Mediabox set top boxes (STBs) which contain a hardrive based digital video recording 
system are fully UPC branded (albeit with the original UPC logo rather than the newer 
lowercase design) and come with a much enhanced EPG. These were rolled out on both 
the ex NTL and Chorus cable networks. From 2008, the old Pace STBs supplied by NTL 
Ireland (and originally designed for NTL UK) were replaced with new Pace STBs designed 
for UPC, also branded "UPC Mediabox" but without the hard drive/recording capabilities. 
In a Sunday Business Post article on 11 February 2007, UPC Ireland's marketing 
manager revealed that the rebrand was due to take place no later than May 2007. This 
deadline was missed. On 16 May 2007 UPC Netherlands introduced a new UPC logo, 
which was rolled out across UPC's European subsidiaries. 


From July 2007, all UPC advertising began bearing a composite logo reading "Chorus 
NTL - a UPC company". On 10 June 2007 UPC announced its takeover of one of the 
remaining small Irish operators, Clane Cable Systems. This gained UPC an extra 2000 
customers. During late September and early October 2007, Chorus and NTL included a 
leaflet with their bills explaining that a rebrand would occur on 21 October. That did not 


happen, however, on 30 October 2007, the NTL Ireland and Chorus websites were 
merged into a single website, although the composite Chorus NTL logo is used on it 
rather than the UPC logo. In November 2007, NTL Business was rebranded UPC 
Business, making it the first part of the company to officially adopt the UPC name. 


On 29 April 2008 UPC's former Cork Communications cable network, latterly part of 
Chorus, became the first cable network in the Ireland to switch to digital, with the 
analogue signal (except for the Irish terrestrial channels) switched off. On 4 May 2010 
UPC began a €3 million spend on rebranding, completing the change from Chorus:NTL 
to UPC Ireland. A high-profile media campaign - fronted by broadcaster Craig Doyle - 
was planned to run for 3 months. It also lit up a number of buildings in Dublin (including 
Busáras and Boland's Mill), Galway and Cork.“ UPC had received the final approvals to 
acquire assets from broadband rival Broadworks, which was in liquidation. This would 
give it access to about 6,600 homes in west Dublin and Meath. The Competition 
Authority cleared the deal on 21 April 2010. 


On 3 July 2015 it was announced that UPC Ireland had bought the TV3 Group for €80 
million from Doughty Hanson, the deal may also deliver a further €7million should TV3 
meet certain performance targets. The deal will need regulatory approval 


by Competition and Consumer Protection Commission as well as a media plurality test 
by the Department of Communications. 


On 28 August 2015, it was announced that UPC Ireland would be rebranded Virgin 
Media Ireland." The name change took place on 5 October. 


Products{edit] 


Virgin Media Ireland focuses on four key areas; cable television, broadband, mobile and 
telephone. The company offers broadband internet services using the EuroDOCSIS 

3.0 standard as well as a VolP-based telephone service using PacketCable. In addition, 
Virgin Media Ireland offers to business customers standard voice and internet services 
to more advanced services such as Ethernet LAN extensions, corporate voice services, 
and high-speed internet. These services are offered to large corporations, public 
organisations, and small to medium size businesses in Ireland, primarily in Cork, 
Dublin, Galway, Limerick, and Waterford. 


Broadband[edit] 


In May 2010, Virgin Media Ireland announced plans for a 100Mbit/s broadband service 
which would be offered to home users across its broadband-capable network in the 
coming months.24 In December 2010 UPC launched its 100Mb Fibre Power Broadband 
package, making it the fastest ISP for residential customers in Ireland at the time. In 
September 2012, UPC increased the maximum speed available to residential customers 
to 150Mb, while increasing their entry-level speed to 50Mb.2 Virgin Media now offer 
250Mbit/s and 500Mbit/s speeds to residential users. 


Television[edit] 


The main product offered by Virgin Media Ireland is cable television services, 

in SD and HD digital formats, using DVB-C encrypted using Nagravision. Digital is now 
available in the vast majority of areas, with the Cork cable network becoming the first in 
Ireland to become digital-only. 


On 14 August 2007, UPC launched a Personal Video Recorder, the UPC Mediabox, 
marketed as the Digital+ or Digital-- HD Box in ex-NTL areas, subsequently rolled out to 
other areas. 


On 5 August 2009 UPC launched its HDTV service in Ireland, which includes many 
international and regional television broadcasters. 


In April 2013, UPC launched their Horizon TV service, which allows UPC customers to 
watch a selection of television channels from various internet enabled devices using 
their UPC broadband connection.22! 


On 12 August 2013, UPC launched their Horizon HD+ set-top box. This box offers HD 
as standard and consolidates all services (TV, broadband and home phone) into one 
device. It also allows customers to record 4 television programmes while watching a 
5th. 


On-Demand TV[edit] 


On 25 May 2012 UPC Ireland launched its UPC On-Demand TV service in Ireland,“ with 
a full roll-out expected to be complete by September.59 A similar service had already 
been rolled out to UPC customers in 

the Netherlands, Hungary, Switzerland, Poland and Austria. 


The service provides all customers with unlimited access to RTÉ player and 3Player, 
with TG4 Player set to follow suit.22 Max package customers are also able to 

watch BBC, ITV and US box sets and additional content from the likes of Discovery 
Channel, Food Network, FX, History, MGM and True Movies. The video on demand 
service also allows customers in Ireland to watch classic movies and the latest 
cinematic releases. 


Broadcasting[edit] 
Main article: Virgin Media Television (Ireland) 


Virgin Media Ireland operates Virgin Media Television in the Republic of Ireland. Since 
August 30, 2018 it consists of four distinct channels:E2i&eiziu 


e Virgin Media One 
e Virgin Media Two 
e Virgin Media Three 
e Virgin Media Sport 


Subscriptionsredit] 


UPC Ireland Subscriptions 


Digital | Other | Broadba Phone Total Unique 


I TV TV nd Customers 


20092 | 276,900 | 153,600 148,100 | 60,400 | 639,000 


2] 


E 785,000 


i In 
89,900 | 338,300 EC ROS TRA 533,000 
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Virgin Media Television (Ireland) 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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This article is about a company. For the company's flagship television channel, 
see Virgin Media One. For the UK company formerly named Virgin Media Television, 


see Living TV Group. 


This article may be in need of reorganization to comply 
D with Wikipedia's layout guidelines. Please help by editing 


the article to make improvements to the overall 
structure. (August 2018) (Learn how and when to remove this template 
message) 


Virgin Media Television 


TELEVISION 


Formerly 


Type 


Industry 


Founded 


Founder 


Headquarte 


rs 


Area served 


Key people 


Products 


Revenue 


Owner 


Number of 
employees 


TV3 Television Network Ltd. (legal name 
until August 2018) 

TV3 Group (trade name until August 
2018) 

Public/Limited 


Broadcasting 


20 September 1998 


Ossie Kilkenny, Paul McGuinness, James 
Morris and John Kelleher 


Ballymount, Dublin 


L 


Ireland 


The entire island of Ireland; Ireland and 


the constituent country/autonomous 
province of Northern Ireland in the United 


Kingdom 


Pat Kiely 

Television services 

transmission e-publishing (teletext & 
web) 


commercial telecoms services 


A €57.4 million (2009)2u 


Liberty Global 


250 (201514) 


Parent Virgin Media Ireland 


Website www.virginmediatelevision.ie 


Virgin Media Television Ltd (formerly known as TV3 Television Network Ltd; 
previously traded as the TV3 Group until August 2018) is a commercial TV network 

in Ireland, based in Dublin. Launched in 1998 as TV3 Television Network, the TV3 Group 
was formed in January 2009. The company was acquired by Liberty Global in 2015, and 
the channels were rebranded to Virgin Media Television in 2018.5! 


Channelsieait] 


e Virgin Media One 
e Virgin Media Two 
e Virgin Media Three 


e Virgin Media Sport 
Children's programming block 


e Virgin Media Kids (on Virgin Media Three) 


Historyledit! 


Virgin Media Television (previously TV3 Television Network Ltd and later TV3 Group) is 
operated by Virgin Media Ireland and owned by Liberty Global. Under its previous 
operations TV3 Television Network Ltd and later the TV3 Group; the company was 
owned by different companies including Canwest, Granada and Doughty Hanson & Co. 


The initial company TV3 Television Network Ltd was established in the early 1990s asa 
response to the development of the IRTC in October 1998. The former broadcasting 
regular Independent Radio & Television Commission (now the Broadcasting Authority of 
Ireland) was created to regulate broadcasting in Ireland. In 1990 following an invitation 
by the IRTC to seek interests from independent broadcasters, a consortium (Tullamore 
Beta Ltd) came together to launch the Republic of Ireland's first independent channel 
and third terrestrial channel. The launch of TV3 was delayed and the licence was 
revoked due to this delay. Following a court case, the license was eventually restored in 
1993. It was agreed that 4996 of the company would be sold to UTV, to raise much- 
needed cash for investment in facilities. By 1995, UTV decided not to partner up with 
Tullamore Beta and instead focused on its own channels being made available through 
digital television providers in Ireland. In 1997, Canadian communications 

company Canwest bought a major stake in the new company in order to help launch the 
independent network. 


Canwest: 1998-2001 [edit] 


By 1998, Canwest was already a major owner of television and radio stations across a 
number of territories including Canada, New Zealand and Australia. The consortium 
Tullamore Beta and Canwest launched TV3 on 20 September 1998. However, in 2001 
Canwest confirmed it would sell a stake to ITV plc. 


Canwest & ITV: 2001-2006[edit] 


In September 2000, Granada Media plc (a predecessor company of ITV plc which then 
owned six ITV franchises) agreed to acquire 4596 of the company from the original TV3 
consortium. This was part of a deal which gave TV3 the right to simulcast with ITV 
certain Granada programming. The Granada plc shareholding was taken over by ITV plc 
upon the merger of Granada with Carlton on 2 February 2004. In early 2001, the station 
officially launched threetext, the teletext service, much of the content from Thomas 
Crosbie Media. Test transmissions of this service commenced in late 2000, but as early 
as 1999 limited programming content was provided. However, in 2004, the news and 
sports were dropped as part of a rebranding to an 'entertainment portal'. 


On 16 January 2006, Canwest announced to TV3 staff, that it was selling its stake in the 
channel, € in an effort to reduce its debt. Following this announcement on 19 May 2006 
it was confirmed that Doughty Hanson & Co, a venture capital firm based in 
Luxembourg had purchased the stakes of Canwest (for €103 million) and ITV Plc's stake 
(for €103 million),Z and the remaining 10% (for €59 million). 


Doughty Hanson & Co: 2006-2015[edit] 


In 2006, the companies new owner Doughty Hanson & Co. arranged a loan 

through Anglo Irish Bank to take control of the company through Tullamore Beta Ltd. 
Under this ownership Doughty Hanson tried to move beyond television broadcasting 
and showed interest in acquiring a radio broadcasting license under the branding More 
FM,® however the licence was granted to Classic Hits 4FM. By 2008, the company 
expanded its channel portfolio with the acquisition of Kish Media then owners of 
Channel Channel 6.2 Channel 6 was later refocused under the TV3 Group branding and 
renamed 3e<. By January 2008, the TV3 Group composed of TV3, 3e, tv3.ie 

and 3Player. 


Doughty Hanson & Co came together with Eircom to produce a consortium to establish 
Ireland's commercial digital terrestrial television subscription service then 

titled Onevision. Following a tender process the BAI deemed the consortium 
unsuccessful despite Onevision planning to launch additional TV3 branded channels 
(3Today and 3XPOSE).:s 


By 2011, the broadcaster planned its commitment to high definition broadcasting 
technologies and the company laid down plans to establish a HD studio, which was 
eventually launched in Spring 2013 at cost of €5 million.2: The studio was developed to 
produce key programming in HD and offering independent companies and public 
broadcasters the opportunity to make use of the new studios.22 


By 2015, Doughty Hanson & Co confirmed it planned on selling the TV3 Group; as the 
holding company decided to abandon television broadcasting. 


Virgin Media Ireland: 2015-present[edit] 


Despite speculation from different companies seeking interest in the TV3 Group, by mid- 
2015 it was confirmed Liberty Global would purchase the company through its Irish 
subsidiary Virgin Media Ireland. Doughty Hanson & Co sold the company for €80 million 
and an additional €7 million should the "group" meet certain targets. The acquisition of 
TV3 was approved by the CPCC in November 2015 and it was passed to then Minister 
for Communications, Alex White, for approval which he gave in December 2015. CEO 
David McRedmond announced that he was to leave the company by the end of 2015.23 


Expanding its channel portfolio, Liberty Global went onto purchase UTV Ireland from ITV 
plc for €10 million.22 On 17 November 2016 UTV Ireland was taken over by the TV3 
Group. The channel was rebranded in January 2017. 


By late 2017; Virgin Media Ireland confirmed it would rebrand its channel portfolio, 
however, this was delayedt» until summer 2018. On August 30, 2018 Virgin Media 
Television completed its rebranding strategy. 


Present ServiceSledit] 
Broadcasting[edit] 


e Virgin Media One (formerly known as "TV3"): 20 September 1998 

o Virgin Media One HD: 11 August 2015 
= Virgin Media One +1: 2 December 2014 

e Virgin Media Two (formerly known as "3e"): 6 January 2009 (previously "Channel 
6" from March 2006 to January 2009) 
o Virgin Media Two HD (only available on Sky and Virgin Media) 

e Virgin Media Three (formerly known as "Be3"): January 2017 (previously UTV 
Ireland from January 2015 to January 2017) 
o Virgin Media Three HD (only available on Virgin Media) 

* Virgin Media Sport: August 30, 2018 

* Virgin Media Kids (formerly known as "3Kids"): 27 June 2016 as 3 hour block on 
Virgin Media Three 


Virgin Media Player[edit] 


TV3's Video on Demand (VOD) relaunched on Saturday 8 October 2011. 

ua 3Player replaces the original TV3 Catch-Up service previously available at tv3.ie 
and through its iPhone/iPad app. The new service was revealed at a press call on Friday 
7 October 2011. It is estimated by the TV3 Group that the service will be worth about 
€7.5 million by 2015. 3Player is in HTML5 format which makes it available on the 
majority of operating systems. In May 2013, TV3 confirmed “ that it now seeks its users 
to register with the company. Registered 3player users will be able to create playlists of 
their favourite shows and use their logins to pick up where they left off across all 
devices. 


3 Player relaunched as "Virgin Media Player" in August 2018, to coincide with the 
rebranding of TV3 to Virgin Media Television. 
Online[edit] 


TV3 launched a basic and standardized website in 2000 at tv3.ie,? this website only 
provided basic information such as a programme guide, TV listings and corporate 
information. This website was revamped in 2006*? and again in 2008.24 


In 2009, tv3.ie started investing in its online brand. The website relaunched featuring an 
on-demand service 3Player, TV listings, programme information, news, showbiz, sport, 
weather, dating, fashion, competitions and other features. On 13 May 2013 the channel 
overhauled its entire tv3.ie website which now includes a new hourly online video news 
service that will run alongside its on-air output. The revamped website provides viewers 
with up-to-date current affairs, entertainment news, sport, fashion, dating, specialized 
content and more. 


With the rebranding of the entire TV3 Group in August 2018, the website address 
changed to "virginmediatelevision.ie", with a whole new look. 


Mobile Applications[edit] 


On Friday 24 September 2010 TV3 launched its iPhone application.22 The service is free 
to download and offers TV3 viewers the opportunity to watch TV3 content including 
news, showbiz and sport. It also supplies audiences with an on-demand catch-up service 
which allows its viewers to watch streamed content. 23 


Publishing[edit] 

Virgin Media Television published Xposé Magazine every month, based on their daily 
entertainment show of the same name. 

Virgin Media Television HD Studioredit] 


On 14 September 2012, the TV3 Group confirmed a new HD studios in Ballymount, 
Dublin. The studio officially opened in March 2013.2! TV3 Group confirmed it signed a 
partnership deal with Sony International.2s 


As part of a multi-year deal, the studio will be named Sony HD Studio Dublin. TV3 
also reinstated its commitment to launching a HD channel. The new HD studios will be 
used for current programming with TV3 News and other shows permanently moving to 
the new studios. TV3 Group will also offer independent production companies and 
international production companies the opportunity to use its facilities for future 
productions. TV3 Sony HD Studio Dublin is the largest TV studio in Ireland. 


From 2016 Virgin Media Ireland took over sponsorship of the HD Studios - they are now 
known as the TV3-Virgin Media HD Studios.:^ 


In August 2018, the facility became known as the "Virgin Media Television HD 
Studio". 


The studio in 2019 is now known as "Studio 2" at the Virgin Media Television complex in 
Dublin. It measures 5,000 Sq Ft and can accommodate live studio audiences of up to 
250 if required. "Studio 1" is the name of the original television studio in the complex 
which opened in 1998 when TV3 launched. Studio 1 was renovated and refurbished in 
2017 and is now the main home to all Virgin Media News bulletins. 212212811291 


Proposalsiediti 


On 16 September 2012, it was reported by the Sunday Independent that TV3 is to 
launch two channels on Saorview.22 As of 2018 these channel have not launched. 
According to a report into commercial DTT by Oliver & Ohlbaum Associates (O&O) for 
the BAI "TV3 appears not to have an appetite for distributing additional channels on the 
platform so we assume no new offerings from the group on DTT (Saorview)".24 


In 2011 TV3 Group revealed it has plans to launch further channels.» These channels 
included TV3 HD, TV3 +1 (a one-hour delayed channel) and TV3 Kids-TV3 Classics (a 
time-shared channel featuring a children's programming and classic Irish and 
international television shows). According to BAI documentation the channels where 
scheduled to launch by September 2013.83 As of 2014, the BAI have confirmed TV3 
have no interest in launching these channels in the near future and have not applied for 
a licence to broadcast such channels. 


According to an article printed in the Irish edition of The Sunday Times on 24 August 
2014; TV3 Group will launch TV3 HD on both UPC and Sky in 2015. The article also 
states that 3e will go HD in 2016. TV3 Group also hope to launch an additional channel 
in 2016 with a pay TV element to it.34 The article also suggests that the TV3 Group may 
work more closely with Communicorp in terms of utilizing presenters. 


On 17 January 2016 Sunday Business Post reported Virgin Media Ireland have plans to 
launch additional TV3 channels including a 24-hour rolling news channel.® The TV3 
Group later denied such reports. 


Ownershipieait] 
2012-2013[edit] 


In 2012, TV3 Group's owners Doughty Hanson indicated their wishes to sell off the 
company in due course. Speculation as to who would purchase the group continued into 
2013 with UTV Media considered a major contender.59 However, in 2013 UTV confirmed 
plans it would launch its own Republic of Ireland service in early 2014 - branded as UTV 
Ireland. 


2015-present[edit] 


In early April 2015, a number of media groups were reporting TV3's owners Doughty 
Hanson were definitely interested in selling the TV3 Group.22281221!401 These reports were 
strengthened when Doughty Hanson confirmed it has scrapped plans for a sixth 
investment fund.£! A number of international broadcasters were reportedly interested in 
purchasing the Irish-based broadcaster including Viacom International Media 

Networks (VIMN) and Liberty Global.“ It was later reported VIMN has shown disinterest 
in purchasing the network but on 16 April 2015 both the /rish Independent and Sky 
News claimed Carlyle have shown interest in the broadcaster and negotiations were due 
to begin. Carlyle have begun investing in the Irish market. TV3 Group has declined 
requests from media organisations to comment on the rumours.“ 


It was further reported on 3 May 2015 by The Sunday Business Post that Liberty Global 
are in negotiations to take over the broadcaster.24 They report that Liberty Global are to 
take over the Irish broadcaster after completing due diligence. 


In June 2015, INM confirmed they would consider purchasing the TV3 Group.“ However, 
following criticism from individuals within media and political circles, INM claimed it was 
"highly unlikely" they would purchase the broadcaster, as there would be concern 
over how much control INM has over print and broadcasting media in Ireland. 


On 12 June 2015 Irish media began reporting on the possible buyout by Liberty Global. 
saun Both companies refused to comment on the reports. Approval from the BAI will 
have to granted if the deal is to go through and may also involve approval from 

the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission. It will take a number of months 
before the acquisition is finalized. It is reported the TV3 Group will be sold to Liberty 
Global for €100 million. 


On 3 July 2015 it was announced that Doughty Hanson had sold TV3 to a Liberty Global 
company who operate UPC Ireland for €80 million. The deal may also deliver a further 
€7 million should TV3 meet certain performance targets. The deal will need regulatory 
approval by Competition and Consumer Protection Commission as well as a media 
plurality test by the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources. 

41 On 5 July 2015 The Sunday Business Post confirmed following an interview with TV3's 


CEO McRedmon that Liberty Global had shown interest in purchasing the TV3 Group 
since last year. 
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Virgin Media One 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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This article is about the television channel in the Republic of Ireland. For its parent 
company, see Virgin Media Television (Ireland). For the defunct television channel from 
Virgin Media UK renamed from "Virgin 1", see Channel One (UK and Ireland). 


"TV3 (Ireland)" redirects here. It is not to be confused with Virgin Media Three, which 
was renamed from "Be3". 


Virgin Media One 


Launched 20 September 1998 
Network Virgin Media Television 
Owned by Virgin Media Ireland 


Picture format 1080i HD 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 8.496 V (31 December 2015, [2]) 


Country Ireland 


Language English 


Formerly called  TV3 (1998-2018) 


Sister channel(s) Virgin Media Two 


Virgin Media Three 


Virgin Media Sport 


Timeshift service Virgin Media One +1 


Website www.virginmediatelevision.ie 


Availability 


Terrestrial 
: Channel 3 
Saorview 
Satellite 
Sky Ireland Channel 103 (HD) 
Channel 203 (+1) 
Channel 803 (SD) 
Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 103 
Ireland Channel 110 (+1) 
Channel 150 (HD) 
IPTV 
Eir TV Channel 103 
Channel 117 (HD) 
Channel 119 (+1) 
Streaming media 
Virgin TV Watch live 
Anywhere (Ireland only) 
Watch live (+1) 
(Ireland only) 
Virgin Media Watch live 
Player (Ireland only) 


Virgin Media One, also called Virgin One,“ js an Irish free-to-air television channel 
owned by Virgin Media Ireland (part of Liberty Global), operated through its 

subsidiary Virgin Media Television. The channel was launched as TV3 on 20 September 
1998, becoming Ireland's first commercial television channel. 


Historyledit! 


In October 1988, the Independent Radio and Television Commission (IRTC) was set up 
to regulate new independent stations. Following this TV3 was intended to be the 
Republic of Ireland's third terrestrial channel. The original broadcasting licence was 
granted to a consortium Tullamore Beta Ltd in 1990 (some of this consortium made up 
of Windmill Lane Productions and Paul McGuinness). It was originally envisaged that the 
channel would broadcast solely on cable and analogue MMDS, but it was later (1990) 
decided that the channel should broadcast on some terrestrial UHF transmitters similar 
to other Irish channels. Initially their signal coverage was much poorer than that of RTE 
but this has been largely addressed since the switchover to digital television. 


TV3's broadcast was further delayed when IRTC revoked the broadcasting licence due to 
delays in broadcasting the channel. After a court battle the licence was eventually 
restored in 1993. By 1993 an agreement was made to sell 49 per cent of the company 
to UTV, to raise much-needed cash for investment in facilities. However, UTV pulled out 
of negotiations in 1995, after TV3 tried to convince existing MMDS and cable television 
providers to drop UTV and replace it with TV3. Cable operators declined to drop UTV 
Northern Ireland from its line-up. 


In 1997, Canadian communications company Canwest bought a major stake in the new 
company. In 2001, Granada purchased a 4596 share in the company. By 2006 the group 
was sold to Doughty Hanson & Co. In 2015, Liberty Global confirmed it planned to 
purchase the TV3 Group, approval to purchase the broadcaster was given on 2 October 
2015 by the CCPC.“ 


In June 2018, it was announced that the TV3 Group channels would be rebranded as 
Virgin Media Television on 30 August 2018, with TV3 renamed Virgin Media One. 


Subsidiary channelsteaiti 
Virgin Media One - [edit] 


A timeshift channel TV3 +1 launched on 2 December 2014 on UPC Ireland. The 
channel was added to Sky Ireland on 8 April 2015. 


However, the channel is unavailable to viewers on Saorview, as TV3 were in dispute 
with its operator 2RN (formerly a subsidiary of RTE) over the non-payment of tariffs over 
several years by TV3.3 On 30 August 2018, with the rebrand of TV3, TV3 +1 was 
rebranded as Virgin Media One +1. 


Virgin Media One HD[edit] 


TV3 HD is a high definition version of TV3, both domestic and imported programming is 
available in HD, mainly sporting content. TV3 HD launched on Virgin Media 

Ireland and Sky Ireland on 11 August 2015.29 [t is anticipated TV3 will utilise its 
existing Virgin Media TV3 HD Studio in Ballymount where a number of its shows already 
broadcast from such as Ireland:AM, Xposé, The Tonight Show and 3 News. The service is 
currently unavailable on Saorview. On 30 August 2018, with the rebrand of TV3, TV3 HD 
was rebranded as Virgin Media One HD. 


Broadcasting policyieaiti 


TV3 broadcasts a wide range of programming which in its early years depended heavily 
on international acquisitions. In 2008, the TV3 Group produced a three-year strategy to 
increase the amount of homegrown productions on the channel. Under its contract with 
the Broadcasting Commission of Ireland (BCI), TV3 is required since 2008 to have 30% 


of its programming coming from Ireland though TV3 now produces 40% Irish produced 
content (most of this content comes from in studio productions such as /reland 

AM and Xposé). In 2010 TV3 announced a target of 5096 Irish programming by 2012. 
TV3 has also confirmed its plan to build a major new studio in 2011 which will be fully 
HD capable with audience capacity.24 


The company has a small staff of 200 employees to run three television channels and 
one on-demand online service. On average, TV3 spend about €10 million on internal 
productions which are generally for daytime viewers. It does not have a history of 
strong prime-time content; generally its home produced programmes consist of at least 
one independently produced programme, e.g. The Apprentice, a number of internal 
documentaries such as Ireland Undercover and a number of BCI licence fee-funded 
independent products such as School Run, Diary of... and Modern Ireland. 


As of October 2009, TV3 claims to be the most watched television channel by people 
aged 15-24 years old. This group was previously captured by RTE One.22 This is an 
important group to capture as it is often these viewers whom advertisers wish to target. 
24 |n reaction to this press release from TV3, RTÉ rebutted its claims stating that RTÉ 
One outdoes TV3 in far more demographic categories and that TV3's press release, "In 
terms of the selective audiences focussed upon by TV3 in their release, it's clear this is 
a recent phenomenon and only pertains to a narrow sub-demographic of young viewers 
in this country. By contrast, the year-to-date equivalent (1 January - 20 October), all day 
national share, sees RTE One with a 16.296 share of the 15-24s; TV3 with a 13.396 
share. "u3 


Budget[edit] 


In 2009 TV3 had revenues of €54,300,000.22 In the previous year (2008), TV3 received 
€62 million in advertising revenue. Increases in programme cost during 2008 included 
new sporting contracts with the GAA and UEFA, the first renewal of its contract with the 
British broadcaster ITV for shows such as The X Factor and Coronation Street, a small 
but significant increase in programmes commissioned from independent producers. It 
also increased investment in online technology, with its online service earning a profit 
for the first time. 


In 2008, TV3 received €3 million in funding from the licence fee for independent 
productions on the channel. 


In 2009, two rounds of redundancies reduced TV3 staff to 213 people. Staff savings 
have been augmented by agreed reductions in wages. The 200 staff working in TV3 now 
provide seven hours of live television five days a week, an increase of two hours and a 
staff reduction of 50 since 2007. 


In February 2012 the Irish Bank Resolution Corporation (IBRC) restructure TV3's 
outstanding loans to the bank. The owners of TV3, Doherty Hanson & Co., have loans of 
€140million with the bank. €51million will continue to be repaid over the next 5 years, 
while €81.1 will be frozen until a "liquidity event", according to the IBRC this is in the 
event of a sale of TV3.24 


In TV3 saw losses of €7million in 2014 and €17million in 2015, with operating expenses 
of €55.6million.22 


Product placement[edit] 


Product placement within Irish produced programming had previously been banned by 
broadcasting authorities in Ireland, though in the past Irish viewers have been used to 
product placement as seen on US television and film productions. Due to an EU ruling 


made in 2007, Irish broadcasters can now place products within programming mainly 
entertainment shows, though excludes programming which is deemed mainly 'news and 
current affairs' and programming aimed at children. On 15 August 2011 it was 
confirmed that TV3 would become the first official broadcaster to implement the new 
broadcasting terms. Kenco'? reportedly paid TV3 Group a six-figure sum® to place its 
branding on two key early morning television shows mainly, The Morning 

Show and Midday from September 2011. Similar to RTÉ and TG4 broadcasters will have 
to air the logo 'PP' at the beginning and end of the show to inform viewers that products 
will appear on the show. RTÉ Television has previously used product placement on its 
series The Late Late Show. 


Irish-produced programming[edit] 
See also: List of programmes broadcast by Virgin Media Television (Ireland) 


Virgin Media Ireland programming has often been criticised for having no "distinctive, 
clearly Irish identity".24 In spring 2008, a major effort was made by the station to 
change this situation. In general Virgin Media Ireland spends around €10 million on its 
Irish productions each year. In 2008 it significantly increased the number of prime time 
shows produced in Ireland. Under current broadcasting legislation, Virgin Media One is 
required to use 15% of its total Irish production budget for independent productions. 
Since 2004 independent productions for the network have been able to avail of the 
BAI's Sound and Vision Fund, a fund provided to the Broadcasting Authority of 

Ireland (BAI) from the licence fee. In 2008 independent producers received €3million 
from the Sound and Vision fund for programming that they produced for the network. 


News and current affairs[edit] 
Main article: Virgin Media News 


Virgin Media News provides national Irish and international news through television, 
online, on-demand and on mobile. The news service begins at 07:00 with regularly 
bulletins featured on /reland AM until 10:30. The main news bulletins on Virgin Media 
One are Virgin Media News at 12.30, Virgin Media News at 5.30, Virgin Media News at 
8.00, plus Virgin Media Late News on Virgin Media Two. On Virgin Media Three, 60 
Second Update bulletins are broadcast throughout prime-time. 


Sports programming[edit] 
Main article: Virgin Media Sport 


From its infancy, TV3 aired a live sporting programme called Sports Tonight (1998- 
2009) hosted by Trevor Welsh. The show would air weeknights from 23:30, until its 
controversial cancellation on 23 March 2009.22 


At its launch, TV3 secured rights to number of Republic of Ireland exhibition matches. It 
joined forces with Sky to provide deferred coverage of World Cup Qualifying games 
along with a programme dedicated to League of Ireland games, 7he Soccer Show and 
live coverage of League of Ireland games. Later those games moved to RTÉ after the 
government chose to put those games on a live free-to-air footing. 


Virgin Media Ireland currently holds the Irish broadcasting rights to 2018 for UEFA 
Champions League on Tuesday nights, while RTE 2 covers Wednesday nights and the 
final exclusively live.22 which includes in-vision sporting commentary and analysis by 
Virgin Media Sport presenters and crew. Coverage is presented by Tommy Martin 
alongside 2 pundits examples being Graeme Souness, Harry Redknapp, Brian Kerr, Neil 


Lennon, Martin Keown or Tony Cascarino. Commentary is provided by Dave McIntyre 
and Kevin Kilbane or Mark Lawrenson with Trevor Welsh also providing highlights 
commentary. The network previously held exclusive Irish rights from 2001-2004. It then 
lost these to RTÉ but since 2009 have shared rights with RTÉ and will continue to have 
these rights until 2018. TV3 also held rights to the UEFA Europa League matches on 
Thursday nights until 2015. In 2015 TV3 began airing the FA Cup Final live and will do so 
through to 2018. The coverage was presented by Tommy Martin alongside Paul 
McShane and Brian Kerr with commentary by Dave McIntyre and Kevin Kilbane. 


A milestone in TV3 broadcasting history came with coverage of the 2011 UEFA Europa 
League Final, held at the Aviva Stadium in Dublin. Forty cameras were used to 
broadcast to an audience in the tens of millions across the world.™! 


From 2008 to 2013 TV3 secured broadcasting rights for a selection of GAA All-Ireland 
Senior Football Championship and All-Ireland Senior Hurling Championship matches as 
part of Championship Live. In 2008, the station began broadcasting a selection of live 
matches, as well as a weekly preview show called Championship Throw In.?3 TV3 lost 
these rights in 2014 to Sky Sports.24 


TV3 first aired Rugby with coverage of the 2007 Rugby World Cup. The channel had 
coverage of 13 games with all Ireland matches, quarter-finals, semi-finals, the final and 
the opening match shown live alongside Setanta Ireland who broadcast all matches. 
TV3 coverage in 2007 was hosted by Matt Cooper with analysis by Paul Wallace, Trevor 
Brennan, Jim Glennon, Michael Cheika, Jim Williams and Victor Costello. The 
commentators were Conor McNamara and Phillip Matthews. 


Days after the loss of Gaelic games Championship rights in 2014, the station secured 
live free to air coverage of the 2015 Rugby World Cup.zzz&a TV3 broadcast all 48 
matches in the 2015 Rugby World Cup. Coverage was presented by Matt Cooper or 
Tommy Martin alongside Keith Wood, Matt Williams, Peter Stringer, Shane Jennings, Neil 
Back, Murray Kinsella with commentary by 2 commentary teams - the first being Conor 
McNamara, Stuart Barnes and Liam Toland and the second being Dave McIntyre and 
Hugo McNeill. Other commentary was provided by the world field such as Andrew 
Cotter, Joel Stransky, Alan Quinlan, Chris Patterson. The coverage has been met with 
significant criticism due to the high number of ad breaks and their positioning . 
throughout the coverage. After a successful Rugby World Cup for TV3 they shocked RTE 
Sport in November 2015 by winning the rights to broadcast all matches in the 6 Nations 
from 2018-2021 with RTE continuing to cover the tournament in 2016-2017.59 


Daytime programming[edit] 


Virgin Media One's daytime TV takes up the majority of its home produced 
programming. Virgin Media Ireland has stated that 4096 of its total output is of Irish 
origin 1096 more than its requirement under its broadcast licence with the Broadcasting 
Authority of Ireland. Together /reland AM, News at 12.30, Xposé and News at 5.30 make 
up 30 hours of television each week. 


TV3's first daytime produced programme was Speakeasy?" produced by Fastnet for TV3. 
The series focused on topical issues affecting people in Ireland ranging from divorce, 
sex, crime, multiculturalism, poverty, sexuality and other topics were discussed 
amongst the presenter and a panel of guests. The show ran for one year from 1998 to 
1999. 


The station created a new morning news talk show, /reland AM, launched in September 
1999. It became Ireland's first televised breakfast show. The show airs every weekday 
morning from 07:00 until 10:30 featuring a broad range of topics such as news, show 


business, daily newspapers, current affairs, technology, cooking, animal welfare, social 
issues, fashion, beauty, health, interviews, traffic reports, weather, sport, movies and 
music. /reland AM's presenting team include Sinead Desmond, Mark Cagney, Anna 
Daly, Aidan Cooney and Alan Hughes. 


Originally /reland AM broadcast for two hours each morning, it now broadcasts for 3 and 
a half hours. In 2013 45 minutes extra were added to the show with the first hour 
hosted by Anton Savage as a current affairs programme, in 2014 TV3 drop the extra 45 
minutes and the first hour of Current Affairs. 


In 2008, TV3 launched a female skewed programme similar to The 

View called Midday. Midday broadcasts from 11:30 until 12:30; the show is presented 
by Elaine Crowley and is joined on occasion by Sybil Mulcahy in front of a live studio 
audience. 


In 2009, TV3 launched a new topical show called The Morning Show with Sybil & Martin. 
In August 2013, TV3 confirmed that The Morning Show had been axed from the new 
autumn schedule after weeks of speculation. 


In 2013 Late Lunch Live started broadcasting Monday to Friday at 14:30. The show is 
hosted by Lucy Kennedy and Martin King. In February 2015 this was replaced by The 
Seven O'Clock Show. 


In 2014 the afternoon news at 12:45 was rebranded as The 12:30 and now runs for 30 
minutes Monday to Friday. In June 2015, TV3 Group confirmed it would extend 

its /reland AM format into the weekends. From August 2015, the station began 
broadcasting Weekend AM live providing up to six hours live content on the weekends. 
[33] 


Reality and entertainment programming[edit] 
1998-2001[edit] 


The channel's first attempt at a travel show was Messrs Tylak and Rooney in which Joe 
Rooney and Paul Tykla traveled around Ireland's tourist spots. 


In 2000, TV3 commissioned the dating game Perfect Match hosted by Twink (Adele 
King), which only aired for one season. 


From 2001 TV3 began to produce Irish versions of hit international television shows 
including The Weakest Link hosted by Eamon Dunphy. 


Other entertainment shows included a film show, Take 3. 
2002-2006[edit] 


In May 2002, Haunted House started out with about 26 contestants who would be 
ultimately voted out of the house by the public. The tasks were similar to those of l'm a 


Celebrity...Get Me Out of Here!.24 

In 2003, TV3 launched the ill-fated The Dunphy Show presented by Eamon Dunphy, 
which was built up to be a contender with RTE One's The Late Late Show. 

TV3 also launched a weekly movie review show called Popcorn. 


In 2005, TV3 made a second attempt at launching another late night talk show every 
Wednesday at 22:00 hosted by Brendan Courtney called The Brendan Courtney Show. It 
was somewhat successful and ran for two seasons. 


In the same year the channel launched a property based show hosted by Richard Eberle 
and Maura Derrane called The Property Game. Similar to other European broadcasters 
TV3 began to produce its own reality based TV series. 


In 2006 TV3 produced its second reality TV series. 7he Box, fronted by Keith Duffy, 
debuted on Monday 9 October 2006.5: 


2007-2014[edit] 


From 2007 TV3 continued its commitment to increase its Irish entertainment output. In 
April 2007, the channel launched the female-skewed news entertainment 
show Xposé airing weeknights at 18:00. 


An Irish version of Dea/ or No Deal which ran for one season in association with the Irish 
National Lottery was launched in 2009. It was produced by Endemol for TV3.28 


As part of the autumn-winter schedule in 2008, TV3 aired the Irish version of the 
internationally successful The Apprentice. This proved to be very successful for TV3. The 
series aired on the channel between 2008 and 2012. It also led to spin-off shows 

called 7he Apprentice: You're Fired! and The Apprentice: At Home. 


In 2009 entertainment news anchor Lorraine Keane left Xposé, which resulted in a 
reality TV show called Tota/ Xposure which focused on a nationwide search for a new 
presenter. 


TV3 began to air an Irish version of the international dating show Take Me Out from 
2010.24 The series was presented by radio DJ Ray Foley. 


In 2011, Adele King was expected to host an agony aunt talkshow, Give Adele a Bell; 
this has not aired on TV3. A/an Hughes Family Fortunes aired on the channel in 2011 
along with an Irish version of Mastermind.2® 


On 7 June 2010 TV3 introduced Celebrity Salon, in which each season focuses on six 
celebrities who have to complete daily tasks in relation to the beauty industry.5:? The 
celebrities who appeared in the show's first season included Brian Dowling, Pippa 
O'Connor, Leigh Arnold, Virginia Macari, Celia Holman Lee and Breffny Morgan. 


In the same month TV3 introduced Style Wars, a search for Ireland's top fashion 
designer in a similar format to Project Runway.“ 


The same year TV3 produced a localized version of the BBC Three series Young, Dumb 
and Living Off Mum. 


On 8 April 2011 TV3 produced a reality show based on cooking, Head Chef. Due to its 
success a celebrity version, Celebrity Head Chef, and youth-oriented show, Junior Head 
Chef, were also introduced. 


TV3 began to produce an Irish version of Come Dine With Me, produced by ITV for TV3 
Group.“ The series aired on the channel as well as international channels such 
as Channel 4. 


Following the success of MTV's scripted reality shows such as Jersey Shore, TV3 
introduced its equivalent with the launch of Tafllafornia in 2011. The show proved to be 
successful for the channel. A number of spin-off shows followed and aired on sister 
channel 3e. A new reality TV series was introduced, Dublin Wives (previously Dublin 
Housewives). 


In 2013 new shows were introduced to the schedule including The Great Irish Bake 
Off and an Irish version of Celebrity Apprentice. Keith Barry hosted a second show for 


TV3, Brain Hacker. lt also confirmed new game shows such as Pressure Point, Can't 
Move? Improve! and Save Your Money. 


2014-2016[edit] 


TV3 announced a number of new entertainment series for the next two years, including 
an Irish version of the successful Channel 4 series Gogglebox. This proved successful for 
TV3 and a second series was commissioned. 


As part of an overhaul of TV3, it stated it would launch a new lifestyle show airing each 
weekday night from early 2015, Life. However, in a change of plans, TV3 opted for a 
weekly Friday night series for a six-week run, with The Seven O'Clock 

Show replacing Late Lunch Live. 


Xposé runs for 60 minutes each weekday night from 18:00 as of 8 September 2014 (an 
increase of 30 minutes). 


Home produced game shows including Sitting on a Fortune, Keith Barry: Brain 

Hacker, The Lie, The Algorithm with Ray Foley, Crossfire and Jason Byrne's Snaptastic 
Show all aired on the channel in 2014. The Lie got a second season in 2015. In 2015 The 
Restaurant was picked up by TV3, after a five-year hiatus from RTÉ. Brian Ormond will 
present a new game show called Wishlist on the channel in 2016. 


2017-present[edit] 


As part of the three channel partnership, the station will be home to This Morning, as a 
result Ireland AM will be shown from 7:00 to 10:30, The Chase will be shown at 13:00. 
They also air British soap operas Emmerdale and Coronation Street 


Stellify Media produced an Irish version of Blind Date, hosted by IFTA Award winning 
comedian AI Porter that aired on TV3 on 8 October 2017. As of 8 February 2019 they 
have aired the Irish version of Got Talent, locally called Ireland's Got Talent. Since 2017 
they have also aired The Voice UK, this is the first version of the voice to air in Ireland 
since RTE One cancelled The Voice Of Ireland, they also air The X Factor UK 


Dramar[edit] 


Upon launch TV3 was slow to embrace producing localized dramas, however it did help 
to produce a number of short and feature films with both the Broadcasting Authority 
of Ireland and the Irish Film Board such as Watermelon. In 2004 it co-produced RTÉ 
Two's ill-fated 20 some-things drama The Big Bow Wow.,! 


Since 2006 TV3 has looked towards home produced drama with the likes of Laura 
Windermere's Bag and Deception. It also took a look at two other drama serials The 
Guards and a revival of RTE's The Clinic; however, neither came to fruition. 


In 2008, TV3 began to introduce its own homegrown produced drama series, the first 
being the one-off bilingual drama Schoo/ Run. This was based on a school and was co- 
financed by TV3 and Broadcasting Authority of Ireland's Sound and Vision Fund. It 
debuted in December 2008. In 2009, TV3 produced Laura Windermere's Bag, a 
contemporary adaptation of the Oscar Wilde play Lady Windermere's Fan, set in the 
south of Dublin. 


TV3 would later produce The Guards starring Emmett J. Scanlan, promoting it as an 
Irish version of The Wire it was scheduled to broadcast in summer 2010. When 
production began two episodes were produced and later an additional four episodes 
were added to the series. Despite promotion around the series, the programme never 
aired on TV3. 


In 2011, TV3 broadcast RTL's Jack Taylor series.“ In 2012 TV3 and ITV co-produced 
Titanic with funding from the BAI.2# In 2013, TV3 premiered a new Irish drama Taylor 
Hill,“ the show was later aired as 'Deception' which received mixed reviews.'^ As part 
of its 2012 autumn-winter season TV3 announced it was to air its first comedy show 
which follow three couples embarking on couples counselling in On the Couch, this show 
aired in early 2013.59 


In 2015 TV3 broadcast the film adaptation of the play The Guarantee, which explores 
the Irish Banking collapse in the late 2000s. 


In 2016, a three-part Irish produced series titled 'Smalltown' aired on the channel 
starring Pat Shortt. 


Soap opera[edit] 


In late 2009, following the cancellation of RTÉ's critically acclaimed medical drama 
series The Clinic?! TV3 speculated at reviving the show as a soap rather than a serial. 
TV3 later confirmed it would not seek to revive the show. 


TV3 tendered for a production company to produce a new weekly soap for the channel, 
which would air from 2015.53 UK production houses Lime Productions (Hollyoaks) 

and Zodiak Media (Being Human) along with Irish production houses Element 

Pictures (Pure Mule) and Parallel Films (The Clinic) were among 16 tenders brought to 
TV3 for the new soap.) According to The Sunday Times, 2 March 2014, TV3 sent a 
letter of intent to Element Pictures and Company Pictures to produce the new soap. 
Filming was to begin in the summer of 2014.55 


The title of Virgin Media Ireland's soap is Red Rock. It began filming in October 2014 and 
began airing in January 2015. It airs on Wednesday and Thursday nights at 20:30. It is 
set in a fictional fishing village in Dublin. The series is partly funded through the licence 
fee by the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland, funding up to 18% of costs.59 The series 
will cost about €4.4million to produce 104 episodes. The series takes a break during the 
summer months. 


Youth and music programming[edit] 


When it launched TV3 aired a strand of programming called Gimme 3, targeting 6-12- 
year-olds between 16:00 to 17:00 and every Sunday from 07:30 to 10:00. It was 
presented by Hector O hEochagáin and Clodagh Freeman. The strand aired 
programming such as 7he Ren and Stimpy Show, Conan the Adventurer, Conan and the 
Young Warriors, The Hot Rod Dogs and Cool Car Cats, Loggerheads, Salty's 

Lighthouse and The Brothers Flub. Gimme 3 was cancelled in 1999, but cartoons 
remained on the channel every weekend morning until 2003. 


On Saturday mornings the channel aired teenage-skewed programming between 08:00 
to 11:00, airing shows such as The Adventures of Pete & Pete, City Guys, One 

World, Malibu, CA and USA High. Exam Countdown, presented by Ray D'Arcy, was 
shown for 4 weeks in 2001at 10:30am on Saturday and Sunday, as it led up to the 
Leaving Certificate Exams. 


On bank holidays and during the December holiday period, TV3 regularly airs films 
targeting kids and families. In press reports TV3 are expected to launch a children's 
channel called 3Kids as part of its digital channels which were expected to launch in 
2013. As of August 2013, TV3 has failed to announce a launch date for the channel at 
its autumn 2013 press call. In June 2016, 3Kids launched as it own programming block 
initially on 3e before moving to be3 in January 2017 following the launch of the latter. 


In 1998, TV3 aired its own version of the pan-European chart music show Pepsi Chart 
Show which featured live performances from the Top 40 singles chart. It was broadcast 
mainly in London and was hosted by Sarah O'Flaherty.5" Every Saturday morning at 
10:00 (and Thursday at midnight), TV3 aired a music video show hosted by Darragh 
Purcell called Pop on 3 which had a broad music policy. This was later replaced by 7he 
Sound Room, also hosted by Darragh Purcell.58 


In 2001, Dynamite TV aired on Sunday afternoons at 17:00, with repeats on Saturday 
mornings at 11:00. This show had no presenter or voice-overs, just providing text on 
screen to go along with the music videos which were mainly Top 40 songs. 


In 2003, similar to Video Hits on Australian television, TV3 aired a music video show 
called Music3 (pronounced as "Music Cubed") where viewers selected their favourite 
music videos from a list shown on 3Text and occasionally on screen. The show aired 
every night between 01:00 to 04:00 and running from July to December. Viewers were 
invited to send text messages to the show and to send in requests via a premium rate 
phone number. 


Factual programming[edit] 


In early 2008, TV3 made a commitment to producing factual programming. The first 
major documentary was Me and The Big C, charting people's struggle with 

cancer; /nside and Out, a makeover show hosted by Sinead O' Carroll; Dirty Money: The 
Story of the Criminal Assets Bureau, a crime documentary fronted by Paul Williams; 

and Diary of... which followed six people as they went through life-changing events. 


The autumn 2008 schedule continued this trend, with several Irish produced series 
including Now Then: How the Irish Have Sex; CCTV Cities with Donal Macintyre; Living 
With Murder, presented by Maura Derrane; and Corrupt, examining corruption in 
Ireland. Crunch Time was a three-part documentary exploring Ireland's property crisis. 


Many of TV3's factual programming is produced with the assistance of the licence fee 
through the BCI's Sound and Vision Fund or are produced in house by TV3's News and 
Information Department. The Cosmetic Surgery Show, which looks at the world of 
cosmetic surgery, presented by Dr. 90210 and Caroline Morahan, was broadcast in 
2009. TV3 introduced Pau/ Connolly Investigates, a series of investigative journalist 
documentaries which focuses on crime and deviance in Ireland. 


TV3 announced a raft of TV documentaries in 2011 including The /rish of 9/11, The 
Hospice, Paul Connolly Investigates, Anatomy of a Car Crash, Challenging God, 24 Hours 
to Kill, The Day the Germans Bombed Dublin, The Rise and Fall of Fianna Fáil, Sex 

Lives, Hen Parties, Paddies in Paradise, Strictly Irish Dancing, Ireland's Disco 

Kids, Dejunk Your Life and Ireland's Top Teens.P3 


In 2012 and 2013 TV3 introduced further factual programming including Challenging 
God, a Vincent Browne-hosted series which questions the validity of God in 21st-century 
Ireland. New documentary series include The Estate, which looks at life in a low-income 
neighbourhood; /n the Name of the Republic; Michaela: The Search for Justice; Sex and 
the Gaelteact. 5a 


As of 2014 the station has a new department Public Affairs and Documentary Unit which 
will broadcast a weekly investigative series. This took over factual programming from its 
News and Information Department. 


Lifestyle[edit] 


e Life was a new prime time weekly show set to begin airing in February 2015. TV3 
had announced Life as a daily half hour to broadcast at 19:30 Monday to Friday. By 
early 2015, TV3 confirmed the show would not go ahead originally as planned but 
would broadcast for a short six-week run each Friday from 20:00. L/fe was expected 
to be hosted by TV3's Aisling O'Loughlin and Sybil Mulcahy, but instead Mulcahy 
took on the presenting role for the six-week run. As of spring 2015, Mulcahy has 
confirmed her departure from TV3 taking effect from late summer 2015. 

e TV3 announced in January 2015 that its afternoon show Late Lunch Live would be 
dropped in favour of The 7 O'Clock Show, which will air at 19:00 for an hour Monday 
to Friday on TV3. 

e Ina special upfront event in June 2015, The Great Irish Menu and House Rules would 
make-up some of the channel's autumn/winter schedule.&! Neither shows were 
produced. 


Imported programming[edit] 
Soaps 1998-2014[edit] 
Daytime[edit] 


e The Bold and The Beautiful (1999 - ) 
e Breakers (1998-1999) 

e Family Affairs (1998-2007) 

e Sunset Beach (1998 - ) 

e The Young and The Restless (2003 - ) 


Prime time[edit] 


e Coronation Street (2001-2014, 2016-) 
e EastEnders (1998-2001) 

e Emmerdale (2001-2014, 2016 -) 

e Hollyoaks (2007) 

e The Royal Today (2008) 


1998-2001[edit] 


From the outset TV3 relied heavily on importing programming from other countries. 
Prior to the channel's launch TV3 signed agreements with big US broadcasters to air 
first rights of Sex and the City, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, JAG, FX, The Net, South 

Park and Just Shoot Me!. TV3 has also relied on imports from the UK and Australia. In its 
early days the channel aired two popular UK dramas, Family Affairs (broadcast 18 
months after Channel 5) and EastEnders (broadcast with advertising simultaneously 
with BBC One), and also the short-lived Australian soap Breakers and the US 

soap Sunset Beach. 


Since 1999, TV3 has a long term agreement with Big Ticket Television to 
broadcast Judge Judy. New episodes air weekdays at 16:30 and 17:00. 


2001-2006[edit] 


In 2000 Granada Television (now ITV) acquired 45% share in TV3. Under an agreement 
with Granada many of ITV's programming began to simulcast on TV3 from 2001, such 


as Coronation Street and Emmerdale (both previously aired on RTÉ One), Bad 
Girls and Footballers' Wives. 


TV3 secured a long-term agreement with Harpo Studios from RTÉ Television to hold the 
Irish broadcasting rights to The Oprah Winfrey Show until it ceased broadcasting. 


2006-2009[edit] 


In 2006, upon ITV selling its share of TV3 to Doughty Hanson, ITV signed a long-term 
agreement which secured the continued simulcast of key ITV programming such as The. 
Jeremy Kyle Show, The X Factor, Dancing on Ice,l'm a Celebrity... Get Me Out of 

Here! and Britain's Got Talent. 


Following the cancellation of Family Affairs in June 2007, it was initially replaced 

by Channel 4's Hollyoaks. Broadcasting the teen soap opera proved very unsuccessful 
for the channel and it was axed within a month to be replaced by The Royal Today, and 
after the cancellation of The Royal Today by repeats of the US sitcom Friends. 


The Ellen DeGeneres Show airs on both TV3 and 3e under a long-term broadcasting 
agreement with NBC/Warner Brothers Studios, however the show moved to RTE One in 
2017. TV3 also holds an agreement with TLC to broadcast selected programming from 
its daytime schedule. 


2009-2014[edit] 


A number of new shows were added to the TV3 schedule from 2009 to 2014. TV3 signed 
a distribution deal with ITV, BBC and Fox. 


e American Idol 

e America's Got Talent 

e Bondi Rescue (2014; moved to 3e) 
e Broadchurch 

e Come Dine with Me (2010-2013) 

e Crisis (2014) 

e Downton Abbey (2009-2015) 

e Friends (2010-2014) 

e Glee (2010-2015) 

e The Graham Norton Show (2010-2014) 
e Law & Order: Special Victims Unit 
e Modern Family 

e Over the Rainbow (2010) 

e Prime Suspect 

e V(2009-2010) 

e The X Factor US 


In 2013, it was announced that TV3 would be losing many of its ITV 

Studios programming to UTV by early 2015." On 6 November 2013, UTV Media 
announced its plans to launch a new television channel within the Republic of Ireland by 
January 2015. UTV Ireland serves audiences within the Republic of Ireland along with its 
existing Northern Ireland service UTV. As part of this announcement UTV Ireland Ltd 
confirmed it secured Irish broadcasting rights to key programming from ITV Studios 
Global Entertainment (including Emmerdale, Coronation Street, Jeremy Kyle among 
other shows). From early 2015, TV3 withdrew such programming from its existing 
schedule.'@! Upon announcement of the new channel it was welcomed by TV3 Group's 
CEO David McRedmond, saying he welcomed the opportunity to reinvest funds 


previously spent on ITV programming and investing more home grown independent 
productions. 


2015-2018[edit] 


Virgin Media Ireland continue to hold a number of rights to ITV programming not 
produced or distributed by ITV Studios. The X Factor and Downton Abbey returned to 
the station in 2015. TV3 aired Nothing to Declare at 19:30 Monday to Friday until 
February 2015, when it was replaced by Late Lunch Live. Broadchurch aired Monday 
nights at 22:00. 


Judge Judy remains on TV3 and has been its highest rated daytime schedule programme 
since its inception in 1998 'tatienneeded’ Re-runs of The Jeremy Kyle Show have now 
ended. Tipping Point is broadcast by the channel. 


Late night TV includes re-runs of Law & Order: SVU which has been part of the TV3 
schedule since it began. 


Prime time programming includes Tipping Point spin off Tipping Point:Lucky Stars, Off. 
Their Rockers, All Star Family Fortune, The Cube and Australian Drama Wentworth 
Prison. 


Virgin Media Ireland has rights to both the UK edition of The X Factor and Got 

Talent until 2016 with the opportunity to extend. It also holds rights to airing the US 
version of Got Talent. TV3 has signed a deal with 20th Century Fox to broadcast its new 
movie releases. 


On 29 November 2014 TV3 Group launched its #NewDawn campaign which is part of its 
rebrand and new schedule for 2015. The campaign was launched with a 90-second and 
60-second TV3 promo which aired at 19:45 on TV3. An advert promoting the newly 
produced drama series Red Rock was also revealed. 


TV3 announced in May 2015 that it had acquired the rights to air Big Brother 

UK and Celebrity Big Brother UK. This marks the first time Big Brother has aired on an 
Irish TV channel, while being available to more Irish audiences since the show 
transferred from Channel 4 to Channel 5 in 2011. 


On-air presentationredit] 
September 1998 - July 2000[edit] 


The original logo and design for the channel were devised by Dynamo.‘ In the lead-up 
to the network's launch, TV3's logo was unveiled during promotion ads on RTE and TG4. 
The logo consisted of a redesigned number 3. The upper half of the 3 was separated 
from the lower half; the two halves came together to form two swooshing arches that 
would form the 3. There were a number of different idents from September 1998 to July 
2000 including 'Bubbles', 'Camera Lenses', 'Robot', 'Umbrella', 'Fan', 'Planets', 
'Children's Toy', 'Bumper Cars' and 'Roller-Coaster'. Each of the idents would end with a 
girl whispering the word 'three' a number of times. ©! 


July 2000 - September 2003[edit] 


In July 2000, TV3 developed new idents. The new idents removed the words 'TV' and 
'three' from beneath the stylized 3 logo. The project was directed by Dynamo's creative 
head of broadcast media, Brian Williams." These were TV3's first idents to feature live 
action - actors would be seen in the background of the logo doing various day-to-day 
activities with the 3 logo spinning around to reveal itself. In 2001, some of these idents 


would have characters from Granada TV programming appear in the background, such 
as characters from Coronation Street, Emmerdale and Heartbeat. 


September 2003 - March 2006[edit] 


In September 2003, TV3 again launched a new set of idents. Again, this series of idents 
consisted of live action scenes. The final scene would see a large 'swoosh' effect in the 
center of the screen with the 3 logo appearing in the centre of the screen. These idents 
consisted of outdoor activities such as a walk at the beach, children playing football, 
children playing, people walking over the Ha'penny bridge etc. The presentation 
package was produced by Bruce Dunlop Associates. 


March 2006 - January 2009[edit] 


In March 2006, TV3 took steps to rebrand, as Channel 6 launched in an attempt to 
become a competitor in the Irish market. These idents consisted of live action scenes 
often involving the number 3 such as three drops of water into a river. The 3 logo now 
moved from just the stylized 3 into three circles with the stylized 3 in the last circle. The 
presentation package was produced by Cleverality.! 


January 2009 - August 2009[edit] 


In January 2009, TV3 unveiled its new station logo - a simple sans-serif number 3 similar 
in style to that of TV3's logo. This revamp coincided with the launch of 3e. Officially, the 
TV3 logo is that of a box with a 3 cut out of the right hand side - this design is used on 
all news programmes. However, the idents consisted of a set of simple graphical 3s in a 
domino effect with different colours such as grey, purple and blue. The idents were 
produced by Image Now. August 2009 - August 2011: Between August 2009 and 
February 2010 TV3 introduced 8 new idents. The first two idents - known as 'Orchard' 
and 'Elevator' - launched TV3's live action idents. In September, a third ident entitled 
'Wave' was added, followed in October by a fourth ident known as 'Bridge'. An edited 
version of the Bridge ident (to promote the series V), a sixth new ident known as 'Dog' 
was introduced in November 2009 and in December 2009 the ident 'snowman' was 
added and in February 2010 the 8th ident was added, 'bubbles'. TV3 has been working 
with Image Now to create these idents. 


August 2011 - January 2015[edit] 


On Monday, 22 August 2011, TV3 revealed a new on-air look. While utilising its existing 
logo, TV3 revealed new idents which are computer-generated and based around specific 
themes (e.g.: crime, urban, entertainment). The new look idents were designed by 
Image Now, who have previously worked on the channel's branding since 2009.22 


January 2015 - December 2016[edit] 


On Monday, 5 January 2015, TV3 revealed a new on-air look to coincide with its new 
programming. Originally the new idents consisted of only two idents. Gradually TV3 
added additional idents featuring TV3 presenters. One of the original idents features a 
neon TV3 logo in a purple room and the second ident features a scene from its new 
soap Redrock. The slogan 'We Entertain' features heavily on-air and in promos. 


January 2017 - August 2018[edit] 


On 6 December 2016, it was announced that TV3, along with 3e and its newly 
purchased channel UTV Ireland, will receive new logos, idents and new schedules. New 
Director of Programming Bill Malone announced that TV3 will become a more mature 


channel. "TV3 will become the premium channel, the grown up channel and 3e will 
become, well, what TV3 is now". 


On 9 January 2017, TV3 Group revealed a new on-air presentation featuring the number 
3 superimposed on various natural and urban landscapes across Ireland. A new logo 
was also revealed along with new promos and on-screen graphics. Similarly, new 
identities were introduced to 3e and its new station be3. 


August 2018 - present[edit] 


On 28 June 2018 it was announced that TV3 will become Virgin Media One, while its 
sister channels 3e and be3 will become Virgin Media Two and Three respectively. A 
fourth pay TV sports channel will also become available on the Virgin Media platform, 
called Virgin Media Sport. 


Continuity announcers[edit] 


TV3's continuity is largely pre-recorded unlike its competitor RTÉ One. Tara Loughrey 
Grant began as a continuity presenter on TV3 in 1999 and was the voice of TV3 until 

2005, where she later moved onto radio and then onto Channel 6 (prior to TV3 Group 
purchasing the channel). She then went onto present RTE Ten from 2008 onward and 
regularly contributes to RTE Radio and television. 


Conor Clear and Andrea Hayes followed as continuity presenters. In 2008, TV3 
introduced in-vision continuity links during the 3 Daytime. Hayes began as a guest on 
the Midday panelist in summer 2013. She also works on Dublin's Sunshine FM. Conor 
Clear also acts as a weather presenter. Clare McKenna is a voiceover artist and has 
been working for TV3 since 2006.2! In 2013, McKenna begun a career as television 
presenting on Ireland AM whilst covering for Anna Daly when she was on her maternity 
leave. Upon Daly's return McKenna left Ireland AM so she could take up her own 
maternity leave. McKenna returned to TV3 in late 2014 reprising her role as a voice-over 
for TV3 promotions. 


Daytime in-vision continuity lasted until the end of 2009. 
Currently there are 6 announcers across the 3 Channels. 


Controversiesiedit] 
Lack of original programming[edit] 


In the early years of TV3 many media commentators criticised the lack of original 
programming on the station. Since 2008 TV3 has increased its production of Irish 
programming. The view of many commentators such as Stephen Price of The Sunday 
Times and Tom McGurk of The Sunday Business Post is that TV3 needs to differentiate 


itself in the growing Irish multi-channel market by making more original programming. 
77][78 


Play TV and Brainbox[edit] 


Main articles: Play TV (Ireland) and Brain Box 


Play TV was an interactive phone-in quiz show on TV3: it ran from May 2009 until March 
2010. 


On 21 September 2009, callers to the Liveline radio show on RTE Radio 1 complained 
about the phone charges and methods surrounding TV3's late night quiz show P/ay TV. 


Host Joe Duffy stated that many of his listeners and callers to the show had not got a 
satisfactory reply from TV3 in relation to their complaints and hence his reason for this 
section of his show, and that TV3 was unwilling to be a part of the discussion show 
having been asked by RTE Radio. Some of the contestants had not been paid their prize 
money. TV3 advised viewers who played the game to go to RegTel with any complaints. 


On 25 September 2009, the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI) met to review 20 
complaints made to it by individuals in relation to Play TV; 15 were upheld, 1 was 
rejected, 1 was determined to be invalid and 2 remained under investigation. 


In January 2010, the compliance committee of the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland 
upheld 10 more complaints against TV3. In February the BAI upheld three more 
complaints. 


On 5 March 2010, TV3 announced that Play TV's contract was terminated immediately. 
In their statement they put the removal of the "infomercial" down purely to audience 
figures rather than the complaints received and upheld by the BAI. They did not 
apologise for their conduct. 


At the launch of TV3's Autumn (18 August 2010) schedule David McRedmond (CEO TV3) 
was interviewed by The Irish Times. He admitted mistakes had been made but and 
admitted that P/ay TV was axed not just due to falling audience figures but also to the 
bad press and the regulator's constant scrutiny of the show. He still refused to apologise 
to viewers on behalf of TV3, again stating that "it was an essential part of getting us 
through the recession", regardless of what the BAI called a "misleading and unfair" 
programme.2z 


Brain Box is an interactive phone-in quiz show on UTV and STV. As part of the Autumn 
schedule 2010 TV3 announced the re-broadcast of UTV's Brainbox TV show. The show 
began airing on TV3 on 9 September 2010, just 7 months after the axing of the 
controversial Play TV. It ceased broadcasting less than a week later. 


Health of Brian Lenihan[edit] 


On Saturday, 26 December 2009, TV3 News announced that it had been informed that 
the then Minister for Finance Brian Lenihan was suffering from a serious illness. The 
announcement was made according to TV3 as it was for the public good, but many 
people were outraged at the way it was announced on TV3. 


Senior government sources spoke of "outrage" across the political spectrum at the 
insensitive content and tone of a news bulletin broadcast, which the station had earlier 
flagged as a "news story of national importance". However, the station's decision was 
defended by The Irish Times and the political magazine The Phoenix. The BAI ruled in 
favour of TV3 in relation to this announcement, rejecting all 14 complaints made against 
TV3 to the regulator. 


TV3 at the time also stated that the bulletin was a normal bulletin that would normally 
run at 5:30. However TV3 are not known to have produced a news bulletin on St. 
Stephens' Day (a bank holiday in Ireland) and since 2006 had reduced weekend 
bulletins to five minutes. 


Psychic Readings Líve[edit] 
Main article: Psychic Readings Live 


Psychic Readings Live was a phone-in programme broadcast June-December 2012. It 
was much criticised for some apparently faked callers and psychics and for playing on 


the hopes and fears of some viewers. Complaints about it were upheld by the 
Broadcasting Authority of Ireland, and it was cancelled in December 2012. !<tatiennesdeat 


— 
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See alsoiedit] 


e 3e 
e List of television channels available in Ireland 
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Current and former television programmes broadcast on Virgin Media Television 
(Republic of Ireland), formerly "TV3 Group". 


News and current affairs[edit] 


Bl E Pat Kenny Tonight (2016-Present) 

El X Tonight with Vincent Browne (2007-2016) 

B X virgin Media News at 12.30 

E X virgin Media News at 5.30 (2001-2012, rebranded: The 5.30, 2012 - 2017) 

B X virgin Media News at 8.00 (2015-2017, 2018-present) 

El X Late News (2016-present) 

ll E virgin Media News Updates (1998-2016, rebranded: 3 News 60 Second Update 
2017-2018) 


Home produced showsr[edit] 
Entertainment[edit] 


B E Animal A&E 

E X Battle of the Bridesmaids 

lE X Driving Me Crazy 

lE X Driving Seat 

ll X Friday Late with Vincent Browne 
El X Hen Nights 

El 3 /reland AM (1999-present) 

El E Marymount Hospice 

El T Midday (2008-present) 

E X Neville's Doorstep Challenge 

E E Nick's Bistro 

ll E S.O.S.- Save Our Shops 

E 8 Temple Street Children's Hospital 
El E The Tenements 


Crime[edit] 


E 3 24 Hours to Kill 

Bl 3 Blackmarket Ireland 

El 3 Crimes That Shook Ireland 
El 3 /reland Caught on Camera 
B E /reland's Missing Mum's 

El X Lawless Ireland 

E X Paul Connolly Investigates... 


Dramar[edit] 


E 3 Deception 
E E Red Rock (2015-) 
E E School Run 


Food[edit] 


B E Come Dine With Me 
ll E Stuart's Kitchen 


Reality[edit] 


B © Celebrity Salon 

B E Dublin Airport: Life Stories 

E E Dublin Wives 

E 3 /reland's Beauty Queens 

B H /reland's Pampered Pets 

EB 3 /reland's Ultimate Debutante 

El X Paddies Down Under 

B 3 The Restaurant 

B 3 Style Wars 

EB X Tallafornia: The After Party LIVE 


Game showsredit] 


B X Algorithm (2015-present) 
B H The Lie (2014-present) 


British shows[edit] 
From ITV[edit] 


ES A// Star Mr and Mrs (2008-present) 

SEE Britain's Got Talent (2007-present) 

SS Coronation Street (2001-2014,2016-present) 
EE The Cube (2009-present) 

EE Downton Abbey (2009-present) 

SE Emmerdale (2001-2014,2016-present) 
SES All Star Family Fortunes (2006-present) 
SES Hell's Kitchen 

SES Law & Order: UK 

SE Mr Selfridge 

EE The Royal 

EE Ultimate Force 

EE Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? 

EE Wild at Heart 

EE The X Factor (UK) (2005-present) 

EE You've Been Framed (2018-present) 


From Channel 4[edit] 


SEES Come Dine with Me 
SE How Clean Is Your House? 


From Channel 5[edit] 


SEE Big Brother UK 
SEES Celebrity Big Brother UK 


EE Don't Stop Believing 
SEES House Doctor 


From the BBC[edit] 


. BE DIY SOS 
US Showsredit] 


«e V Accidentally on Purpose 
«e & American Idol (2002-present) 


e © America's Got Talent (2007-present) 
e © America's Next Top Model 
© BR Chuck 

e Œ Dancing with the Stars 
e VK Friends (2009-present) 
e FK Fringe 

. E Glee 

e E Harry's Law 
e E Hart of Dixie 


= Hell's Kitchen 

=> The Jeremy Kyle Show 

= Judge Judy 

=> Law & Order 

EB Law & Order: Special Victims Unit 
=> Prime Suspect 

= Reign 

ESS The Shield 


Australian Shows[edit] 


. BB Bondi Rescue 
e B Nothing to Declare 
© BE Underbelly 


Sport[edit] 


. BH Champions League Live (2001-2004 & 2008-present) 

. BH Champions League Magazine (2001-2004 & 2008-present) 

e SE FA Cup Final Live: (2015-2017) 

e Sk British Horse Racing Rights including Grand National (2017-Present) 
© EO Es Me OE Bl nas 6 Nations (2018-present) 


Formerrtedit| 


News and current affairs[edit] 


El X Agenda (1999-2004) 

ll X First Edition (1999-2001) 

ll X Midweek 

El X News Tonight 

El E TV3 News @ 6 (1998-1999) 


Bl E 7V3 News @ 6.30 (2001-2005) 
E E TV3 News @ 7 (1999-2000) 


Home produced showsr[edit] 


ll E Activity Breaks (2006-2007) 

E © The Apprentice (2008-2011) 

ll 8 The Box 

El H The Brendan Courtney Show (2005-2006) 
El X Celebrity Head Chef (2011) 

Bl 3 Championship Throw-In (2008-2010) 
El X Deal or No Deal (2009-2010) 

Bl E The Dunphy Show (2003) 

B 3 Family Fortunes (2012-2014) 

E E A Game of Two Halves (1999) 

El X Head Chef 

El E The Holiday Show (2013) 

E 3 Junior Head Chef 

E X Mastermind (2011-2012) 

El E The Morning Show with Sybil & Martin (2009-2013) 
El E The Offside Show 

E X Play TV (2009-2010) 

Bl X Popcorn 

El E The Property Game 

El E School Run 

E E Sports Tonight (1998-2009) 

El E Take Me Out Ireland (2010-2013) 

B X Tallafornia (2011-2013) 

ll 8 X-Posé (2007-2016) 

E 8S Il The Tudors 

El E The Weakest Link (2001-2002) 


Imported shows[edit] 
From ITV[edit] 


SE Airline 

SE Ant & Dec's Push the Button (2010-2011) 

SE Ant & Dec's Saturday Night Takeaway (2002-2009) 
EE At Home with the Braithwaites 

EE Bad Girls (2001-2006) 

SE Britannia High 

EE Dancing on Ice (2006-2014) 

SEES Footballers' Wives 

EE ...from Hell 

SEES Heartbeat (2001-2010) 

SES /'m a Celebrity...Get Me Out of Here! (2002-2014) 
EE The Jeremy Kyle Show (2009-2014) 

EE The Krypton Factor (2007-2008) 


e ER London's Burning 

e S Love Island 

e ERES Minder 

e ERES PokerFace 

e SEES Popstar to Operastar 

. ERES Prime Suspect 

e ERES Rock Rivals 

e ERES Soapstar Superstar (2006-2007) 
e ERES Take Me Out 

e EE Trinny & Susannah Undress... 
e ERES Who Dares, Sings! (2008) 


From Channel 4[edit] 


. ERES 10 Years Younger 

e S The F Word 

e ERES Hollyoaks (2006-2007) 
e ERES Supernanny 

e ES Teachers 

e S Ultraviolet 


From Channel 5[edit] 


e ERES Family Affairs 
From the BBC[edit] 


e SÍS Doctor Who (2005) 

e S Doctor Who: The Movie (2000) 
e EE EastEnders (1998-2001) 

e SE The Good Life 

SE The Graham Norton Show (2010-2014) 
SEES Hole in the Wall 

EE A Life of Grime 

EE Over the Rainbow 

EE Snog Marry Avoid? 

EES Some Mothers Do ‘Ave ‘Em 

e ES What Not to Wear 


From the BBC/ITV[edit] 


e = Parkinson 
From Living TV[edit] 


e EIS Most Haunted 
From Living TV/ITV[edit] 


. ERES The Biggest Loser 


Other Imported showsr[edit] 


== 10 Years Younger 

SS Airline USA 

SS Aliens in America 

BH A// Saints 

SS Ally McBeal 

= Angel 

=> Arrested Development 
= Ask Harriet 

ES The Beautiful Life: TBL 
=> The Biggest Loser 

== Bionic Woman 

BH The Block 

BH Breakers 

== Buffy the Vampire Slayer 
™ Cagney & Lacey 

= Charmed 

=> Chicago Hope 

E> City Guys 

== Committed 

== Crossing Jordan 

EE Cupid 

V Dallas (2012-2014) 

= Daria 

=> Dave's World 

== Dead Man's Gun 

= Dilbert 

=> The Ellen DeGeneres Show 
== Everybody Hates Chris 
ES Family Guy 

E> Fashion House 

=> Futurama 

= The Geena Davis Show 
= The Guardian 

"— EN Hercules: The Legendary Journeys 
=> Hot Properties 

EN Huff 

=> Hung 

== JAG 

= Joey 

E> Judging Amy 

=> Just Shoot Me! 

== Las Vegas 

ES Love Boat: The Next Wave 
== Mag About You 

ES Malcolm in the Middle 


ESS The Middle 

=Œ Mike & Molly 

=> Modern Family 

== NewsRadio 

e V The Oprah Winfrey Show 
e V Our House 

e WE Outrageous Fortune 

e V Paradise Hotel 

=> Providence 

= Raines 

> Ricki Lake 

== Ripley's Believe It or Not! 
== Rude Awakening 

BH Satisfaction 

ES Seinfeld 

== Seven Days 

=> Sex and the City 

= Sliders 

== Something So Right 

E> Sons & Daughters 

=> Starsky & Hutch 

== Strong Medicine 

=> [+] Student Bodies 

=> Sunset Beach 

=> The Swan 

== Team Knight Rider 

=Œ Tim Gunn's Guide to Style 
SS Tru Calling 

== USA High 


n 
X 


VEP. 

== Walker, Texas Ranger 

== Wedding Band 

I*8l Wedding SOS 

== What About Joan? 

== Will & Grace 

== The Wizard of Oz on Ice 

== Wonderfalls 

E> World's Wildest Police Videos 
BSS The X Factor (U.S.) (2010-2012) 


Children[edit] 


e WV Aaahh!!! Real Monsters 

e V The Adventures of Pete and Pete 
e +i Anatole 

¢ Bl B Animal crackers 

e ES Avenger Penguins 


ESS The Brothers Flub 

== Big Guy and Rusty the Boy Robot 
I+ © Beast Machines: Transformers 
I+ © Beast Wars: Transformers 

I*l Birdz 

== Buster & Chauncey's Silent Night 
I«8 == ll Bl 75e Busy World of Richard Scarry 
SES I+ Captain Star 

= Conan and the Young Warriors 

=> [+] Conan the Adventurer 

I*ll D'Myna Leagues 

EE Dan Dare: Pilot of the Future 

> Deck the Halls 

I+ Bi Dumb Bunnies 

EE Father Christmas 

E Hisi Flying Rhino Junior High 

I* *— Galidor: Defenders of the Outer Dimension 
El 3 Gimme 3 

== Godzilla: The Series 

== Harold and the Purple Crayon 

=> Heavy Gear: The Animated Series 
== Hey Dude 

EE The Hot Rod Dogs and Cool Car Cats 
== Jolly Old Saint Nicholas 

== ll ll 75e Legend of Calamity Jane 
BE E The Loggerheads 

Si Mole's Christmas 

E+E B B Mona the Vampire 

=Œ Phantom Investigators 

SEE Prince Cinders 

EE Professor Bubble 

I*ll The Animated World of Ripleys Believe it or Not 
== The Ren and Stimpy Show 

== Rocko's Modern Life 

=> Roughnecks: Starship Troopers Chronicles 
E> Santo Bugito 

B Search for Treasure Island 

ES Shining Time Station 

Sis The Snowman 

I+] Space Cases 

ES Salty's Lighthouse 

= Transformers: Generation 2 

=> The Ugly Duckling's Christmas Wish 
== We Wish You a Merry Christmas 

= & Young Hercules 


Sport[edit] 


e BR 3 Championship Live (2008-2013: rights transferred to Sky Sports) 

. BH Europa League Live (2009-2015: rights transferred to Setanta Sports Ireland) 
e E 3 The GAA Show (2011-2013) 

e UH League of Ireland (2001-2008: rights transferred to RTE Sport) 

¢ EH Rugby world Cup Live (2007) 
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Virgin Media Two 


Launched 30 March 2006 
Network Virgin Media Television 
Owned by Virgin Media Ireland 


Picture format 1080i HD 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 2.5% A (August 2015, =) 


Country Ireland 


Language English 


Formerly called Channel 6 (2006-2009) 
3e (2009-2018) 


Sister channel(s) Virgin Media One 


Virgin Media Three 


Virgin Media Sport 


Availability 
Terrestrial 
Saorview Channel 5 
Satellite 
Sky Ireland Channel 105 (HD) 


Channel 805 (SD) 


Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 105 (SD) 
(Ireland) Channel 149 (HD) 
IPTV 
Eir TV Channel 105 


Streaming media 


Virgin TV Watch live 
Anywhere (Ireland only) 
Virgin Media Watch live 
Player (Ireland only) 


Virgin Media Two, also called Virgin Two,23 is an Irish free-to-air television channel 
operated by Virgin Media Television (a subsidiary of Virgin Media Ireland). 


Historyiediti 


2006-2009[edit] 


Channel 6 was launched on 30 March 200653: then operated by Kish Media's subsidiary 
Channel 6 Broadcasting Ltd. Kish Media was a consortium made up of Tullamore Beta 
Ltd (Windmill Lane Productions & Paul McGuinness (U2 manager); owners of TV3), the 
Barry family of Barry's Tea, and Gowan Group. In its infant stages, the channels 
consortium invested €14 million to fund the project. It was anticipated that Channel 6 
would launch further channels including a Channel 6+1 service and a music channel. 


In 2008, Kish Media announced the channel was for sale. In July 2008, it was confirmed 
that TV3 had purchased Kish Media for €10 million. The channel continued to 
broadcast as Channel 6 for a further six months, when TV3 began to promote Channel 6 
programming on its main channel. 


The station's first managing director was Martin Drake, who left the company after just 
eight months, and after a period under interim CEO Mark Kellett, the channel's top job 
was taken by Managing Director Michael Murphy, who later left the channel when it was 
fully transferred to TV3 and integrated into the TV3 Group. In December 2008, TV3 
confirmed it would to re-brand Channel 6 to 3e on 5 January 2009. Though 3e shares 
some of the same shareholders and programmes as Channel 6, there was no formal 
connection between the two stations, until 2008 when Tullamore Beta took control of 
the channel. 


2009-2016[edit] 


3e was a replacement for Channel 6, which first broadcast on 30 March 2006. In 2008, 
it was announced the channel was for sale. In July 2008, it was confirmed that TV3 had 
purchased the parent company, Kish Media, for €10 million. The channel continued to 
broadcast as Channel 6 for a further 6 months before it was re-branded as 3e. Prior to 
its relaunch TV3 began to promote Channel 6 programming on its main channel. 
Including the 2008 series of I'm A Celebrity Get Me Out of Here, which previously aired 
on TV3 and subsequently aired on 3e until 2014. Channel 6 Broadcasting Ltd remains a 
subsidiary of TV3 posting profits of 4million euro in 2015.21 


In December 2008, TV3 confirmed it was to rebrand Channel 6 to 3e on 5 January 2009. 
The channel would use existing TV3 programming and provide TV3 audiences with a 
wider range of programming. 3e provides viewers with a mix of US and Australian 
acquisitions. 


It is also used as a TV3 replay service featuring repeats of previously broadcast 
programs on TV3 such as Ireland AM, Xposé and Midday. It was reported on 24 July 
2009; TV3 Group sought to change 3e's licensing from the Broadcasting Commission of 
Ireland. 


On 29 July 2009, the Broadcasting Commission of Ireland announced that the 3e licence 
would be licensed under Section 34, rather than Sections 36 and 41, of the Broadcasting 
Act 2001. This means that 3e is no longer a separate cable and satellite service rather it 
will be covered by the main terms and conditions of the existing TV3 contract. n% 


2010-present: 
In November 2010, the TV3 Group confirmed 3e made financial losses, but returned to a 
profit in 2011.2 


From November 2010, 3e began to air in the majority of homes in Ireland as it became 
one of the test channels on Saorview. By May 2012, the channel became available to 
98% of homes in Ireland through Saorview and also available on other digital television 
providers. 


3e was expected to receive a revamped on-air presentation in November 2014, but it 
appears that the transition has been either delayed or abandoned.2z 


2017[edit] 


On 9 January 2017, 3e was re-launched as part of a wider repositioning of TV3 Group's 
networks with the launch of be3. 3e was re-vamped as an entertainment-oriented 
network aimed towards viewers aged 15-44, 2141251 


In June 2018, it was announced that 3e was rebranded as Virgin Media Two on 30 
August 2018, as part of a rebranding of all three TV3 channels under the Virgin Media 
brand.5e& 


Restructuringiedit] 


With the announcement that TV3 Group would operate the channel. It was confirmed in 
December 2008 that TV3 had decided not to recommission the majority of Channel 6's 
homegrown programming which included Night Shift which had a cult following. The 
controversial move to cancel the series was reported in the media with major criticism 
from music journalists and music fans.22 Other shows which were cancelled with TV3's 
acquisition of Channel 6 included music shows Day Shift, Pop Scene, and Take 6,a 
weekly movie review show. 


From 2009, TV3 began to use the channel as a replay service. In late 2010, 3e began 
producing its own programming which includes FY/ (previously 3e News) 

and Uploaded. FYI was subsequently dropped in favour or TV3 News at 8, with bulletins 
replaced by The Thread. 


3e was made available on Sky Ireland in late 2009. Predecessor Channel 6 was not 
made available on Sky until 2007 due to a dispute between Kish Media and Sky. On 29 
September 2009 TV3 Group and Sky Ireland confirmed that 3e would be moved to 105 
its service having been on channel 182 (as Channel 6 and for some time as 3e) prior to 
this change.5ize 


Broadcasting policyieaiti 


As Channel 6 the service was aimed at the 15 to 35 year old demographic. It aired many 
new US programmes exclusively on the channel with a number of popular re-runs. The 
channel also re-introduced Music TV back into the Irish market, and successfully return 
an alternative music programme to Irish TV following the axing of No Disco (RTÉ2) and 
Pop3 (TV3). The decision by TV3 to drop Night Shift in 2009 was picked up by 
alternative music magazine Hot Press and many in the Irish music industry. 


As 3e TV3 replaced most of Channel 6's homegrown programmes with repeats of 
Daytime TV from TV3, which it has dropped most of Channel 6 US first runs with US 
repeats with only Family Guy, American Dad and The Cleveland Show airing first runs. 


3e uses the existing staff at TV3 (200 employees) to operate the channel. The channel 
airs a stripped schedule with very little original programme from any country. Much of 
3e's news programmes were dropped in 2015. 


Viewing figures[edit] 


TV3 Group reported on 12 November 2009 that 3e's viewing figures had increased since 
moving to Sky 105. Its audience share increased by 25% from 0.9% to 1.1% - this 
brought the channel back to the audience figures received by Channel 6 at the end of 


2008.24 As of 2010, 3e has increased its viewing figures through an increase in live 
sports.za |n May 2015 3e had 2.5% of the TV viewing audience. 


Budget[edit] 


See also: Virgin Media One 


In 2010, 3e's parent company recorded losses at the station during 2009. A pre-tax loss 
of €5million was reported to the Irish Company Registrars Office (CRO). Kish Media will 
not look to recoup their €14.5million investment until such time as the channel begins 
to make profits and when all liabilities at the station are paid as they fall due. It is 
expected that the channel will move into profit in 2010, however the downturn in the 
Irish market and falling advertising rates did cause the channel problems during 2009. 
Revenue was down in 2008 from 2007, while expenses during 2008 had been reduced 
slightly .22! 


Programmingledit] 


In 2009, several rearrangements of the 3e schedule occurred. These included showing 
repeats of Xpose and Emmerdale straight after TV3, followed by putting Xpose on at 
17:30 instead of 18:30 and removing repeat showings of Emmerdale and replacing 
them with repeat showings of Coronation Street. Each of the changes failed to ignite 3e 
audience share, at first a small drop was seen. Xpose was returned to 18:30, while 

a Coronation Street omnibus was on a Sunday afternoon, however ultimately both ITV 
soaps were dropped from the 3e schedule. 


3Kids[edit] 


On 27 June 2016 - 3e began to broadcast as kids programming block - 3Kids. The 
programming block airs seven days a week from 07:00 to 10:00, which features shows 
such as Barney & Friends, Origanimals, Teletubbies, Ghosts of Time, The Wiggles, Stella 
and Sam, and Winx Club among others.™™! 


From Monday 9 January 2017, 3Kids moved to sister channel be3. This was part of TV3' 
major rebrand.22 


Homegrown[edit] 


Channel 6 produced several shows to compete with both RTÉ2's and TV3's youth 
orientated programming, such as, Cois Farraige an Irish surfing and surf culture show 
hosted by Jenny Buckley, Access Hollywood also hosted by Jenny Buckley, Day Shift a 
weekend morning music show, Game On a video games show, Night Shift a late night 
interactive music show hosted by Michelle Doherty, Quiz 6 a phone-in quiz show, where 
viewers could answer on screen puzzles to win cash and Take Six a movie show hosted 
by Taragh Loughrey Grant who was later replaced by Elsa Jones, Sean Munsanje and 
Serena Bellissimo. Channel 6 had cancelled all but Day Shift, Night Shift, Pop 

Scene and Take 6 by the time TV3 had bought the station. TV3 cancelled all of the 
remaining Channel 6 programmes as it re-branded the channel as 3e. 


With the launch of 3e the Channel 6 programming was replaced by repeats of 

TV3's XposéXTRA and The Holiday Show. Towards the end of 2009 TV3 began to 
produce more programming Xccelerate a weekly motoring show for 3e, produced by 
City Productions for TV3.2s 


In 2010 TV3 started to repeat its morning and daytime shows to the channel as 
repeats. /reland AM is repeated on 3e each morning at 10:15, The Morning Show is 


repeated the following morning on 3e at 09:25 and Midday is repeated the following 
morning on 3e at 08:35. This continued with the introduction of TV3 daytime shows 7he 
Seven O'Clock Show, Saturday AM and Sunday AM. 


Other Irish programming included Uploaded and Tallafornia Uncut which aired in 2012. 


Since 2015 3e largely repeats homegrown programming from TV3, including Red 
RockBut repeats of Red Rock moved to be3 as of 2017 


News and sport[edit] 


As Channel 6 the channel provided no news and sport, and focused largely on home 
produced music and review programmes. 


In 2015 3e dropped its main evening news, and only airs bulletins called The Thread. In 
September 2017 3e started providing 60 minute news update in the afternoons on 3e, 
at 13:00, 14:00, 15:00 and 16:00, this is coupled with news programming on both TV3 
and be3. 


Although designed as an entertainment channel, it started broadcasting news updates 
shortly after its rebrand to 3e in 2009. 3e News Update is a minute long news broadcast 
from TV3 News. 3e News Update was broadcast Monday to Friday at 18:59, 19:59, 
20:59, and 21:59. The News Updates were presented by TV3 News presenters. 


CEO of the TV3 Group David McRedmond revealed in an interview with Hot Press on 
Thursday 8 October 2009 that 3e would produce a new news programme targeting a 
demographic between 15 and 34 years of age. The show will air every evening and it is 
expected to start broadcasting at the end of October 2009,22 however the show's 
launch was put back until the end of November 2009.22 


3e News began broadcasting 23 November 2009 at 18:00. It broadcasts Monday to 
Friday each week. The main news anchor is Caroline Twohig, The sports anchor is Paul 
Walsh and the cyber reporter is Cassie Stokes.” 3e News renamed as FY/(Fresh Young 
Independent) from 10 March 2010. The show's presenters remain on in their current 
roles and the format of an Interactive news aimed at the 15 to 35 year old age group 
remains. 3e News Update was replaced with FYI. Update at 7:58, FYI. Online at 8:58 
and FYI. Download at 9:58.59 


In July 2014 it was announced that 3e was to drop FY/to be replaced by a 60-second 
news similar to the original 7V3 News Update that aired on the channel, the news 
update will be called The Thread in reference to their new on-line blogging service .3u 


In March 2015, 3e aired 5 nights of specialist topics as part of Debate Week? the 
shows were produced in association with IADT. 


From September 2009 TV3 Sport has provided live coverage of the UEFA Europa 
League (formerly the UEFA Cup) on 3e, the Irish rights for which TV3 shares 
with Setanta Ireland.22 BT Sport took these rights from 2015. 


In 2014 TV3 agreed a deal with UFC to broadcast the UFC: Dublin Fight Night on 19 July 
2014. The fight between Irishman Conor McGregor and Diego Brandao, is the first UFC 
fight to be broadcast by an Irish FTA TV service. 


3e provided extra coverage to the Rugby World Cup 2015 as part of TV3 rights 
agreement for the tournament. 


Imports[edit] 
2006 - 2009[edit] 


When Channel 6 launched the channel offered Irish viewers programming previously 
unavailable on other Irish channels these included: Heroes, House, Rachael Ray, My. 
Name is Earl, American Dad!, Dexter, Family Guy and The Closer. The channel began to 
air repeats of other high profiled shows which previously broadcast on other Irish 
channels these included: CSI, Frasier, Friends, Sex and the City, Scrubs, The. 

Sopranos, Swingtown and The Wire.24 


2009 - 2016[edit] 


When the TV3 Group re-branded 3e as a successor to Channel 6, many existing 
programming on TV3 began to air on the channel. One of the first major acquisitions for 
the channel was the agreement to broadcast ABC's Jimmy Kimmel Live! and The Middle. 
On 15 November 2010, 3e replaced //mmy Kimmel Live with TBS's Conan. 


TV3 Group signed an agreement with HBO to air the first season of /n Treatment. It also 
began to air episodes of Glee which has its first showing every Friday night at 21:00 

on 3e before TV3 on Wednesday night. Popular Fox animated comedies began to air on 

3e such as The Cleveland Show, Futurama Family Guy and American Dad! and other Fox 
programmes such as America's Got Talent and American Idol and the US version of The. 
X-Factor. 


ITV programming began to air on the channel either as repeats or extended 
programming such as /'m a Celebrity... Get Me Out of Here!, Dancing on Ice, The X 
Factor, The Xtra Factor and Britain's Got Talent. 3e also simulcasted Five's reality TV 
series Don't Stop Believing in Summer 2010. Other English programmes include The 
Graham Norton Show, Fonejacker and The Only Way is Essex, which broadcast late 
night Friday and Saturday. 


3e began to broadcast some popular Australian programmes these included Channel 
Ten's Underbelly and Bondi Rescue and Seven Network's Nothing to Declare. 


The critically acclaimed American comedies 30 Rock, Community, Hung and The Office 
US all air on the channel. The Seth MacFarlane animated comedies American 

Dad!, Family Guy and The Cleveland Show all air from 22:00 Monday to Friday. 
Weekend sitcoms include Accidentally on Purpose (which replaced repeats of Xposé in 
August 2011 Monday to Friday at 18:30) Better with You and The King of Queens air 
early evening at the weekend. Family comedies Everybody Hates Chris and Malcolm in 
the Middle broadcast during the daytime with alternating stripped schedules as one 
ends the other takes over. US family comedy Fu// House and Growing Pains aired at the 
weekend. 


American detective franchises CSI: Crime Scene Investigation, CSI: Miami, NCIS, NCIS: 

Los Angeles and /AG are broadcast on the channel. Other US detective serials on the 
channel include Dexter, The Closer, Chuck and House. American Sci-Fi and fantasy 
serials include Star Trek: Deep Space Nine and V. Teen drama Degrassi: The Next 
Generation and Friday Night Lights are shown weekend mornings. Daytime chat shows 
include The Steve Wilkos Show and The Jeremy Kyle Show. Other shows include 3rd 
Rock from the Sun, The King of Queens and That '70s Show. 


Programming includes U.S. imports such as The Big Bang Theory, CSI: Crime Scene 
Investigation, CSI: Miami, Family Guy, American Dad!, The Cleveland Show, Malcolm in 
the Middle, The U.S. Office, Conan, House, The Steve Wilkos Show, Friends, Glee, The 


Middle and Modern Family. British imports include The Graham Norton Show, Take Me 


Out (UK), The Jeremy Kyle Show, The Xtra Factor, I'm a Celebrity... Get Me Out of 
Here! and I'm a Celebrity... Get Me Out of Here! NOW!. 


As part of the 2012 autumn schedule 3e announced the following programmes as part 
of the line-up: Conan, American Idol, Family Guy, American Dad!, The Cleveland 
Show, Beavis and Butthead, Bob's Burgers, The Only Way is Essex, Take Me Out (UK 
game show), Britain's Got More Talent, The Jeremy Kyle Show USA, Nothing to 
Declare, Bondi Rescue and When Paddy Met Sally.5* 


2017[edit] 


As part of the three channel partnership 3e will be home of daytime chat shows The 
Steve Wilkos Show and The Jeremy Kyle Show as well as Judge Rinder. Big Brother 

UK and Celebrity Big Brother also became exclusive to 3e.All repeat shows were moved 
to the new channel be3 including 3kids 


Availabilityieait] 


At its launch in 2006 Channel 6 was only available on UPC Ireland on channel 106 and a 
few smaller cable services around the country. Later in 2008 it^? moved to Channel 
182 on Sky, however it wanted to be further up the EPG. When TV3 bought the channel 
in 2008 an agreement was reached with Sky to move the channel to 105 a vacant 
position on Sky Ireland's EPG. Since 2011 3e has been available on Saorview. 3e was 
originally on Channel 6 on Saorview, TV3 later asked the BAI to instruct Saorview to 
move 3e to Channel 5, ahead of RTE News Now. 


The channel is available to 9896 of homes within Ireland through the national digital 
terrestrial television service Saorview.^»9 It is available to 80% of homes through digital 
cable and satellite service such as Virgin Media Ireland, Magnet 

Networks, Smartvision and Sky Ireland. 


Criticismiedit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please 
help improve this section by adding citations to reliable 
^X" sources. Unsourced material may be challenged 
and removed. 
Find sources: "Virgin Media 
Two" - news : newspapers « books « scholar * JSTOR (February 
2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Many viewed Channel 6 as a much better service. Channel 6 had a wider variety of 
content and had introduced many new US first runs to Irish TV. While their Irish content 
was limited to in-studio music programming (Night Shift and Day Shift), many 
alternative Irish bands had been given the opportunity of appearing to a wider 
audience. TV3's decision to drop Channel 6's home produced programming caused an 
outcry from many in the music industry. As 3e and Virgin Media TWO, it has relied 
mainly on repeats of TV3 programming, US and English programming and many reality 
programmes, causing the content of the channel to be diminished. 


Branding{edit] 


March 2006 - January 2009: Channel 6 launched its first set of identifiers (idents) in 
March 2006 and they remained on the channel up to its re-brand to 3e in January 2009. 
The presentation package was produced by Cleverality. There were several idents 
during this period. The 'blue dot' in the centre of the 6 would be transformed from a 
symbol representing entertainment into the 'blue dot'. Examples of those symbols 
include, the masks for drama and comedy, film reels, a television set etc. 


January 2009—2015: When re-branded as 3e in January 2009, the new idents were 
made by Dublin-based Image Now. The 3e idents consists of the 'e' bouncing around the 
screen next to the '3',24 one is generic while the other one has the 'e' in flames trying to 
put them out.&3! A third ident was added in October 2009 for use before soccer matches, 
it shows the 'e' kicking a football against the '3'.59 A fourth ident was added in October 
2010, which features the 'e' slipping on a banana skin as a pie and rake hits it. 


3e's Christmas idents were made in-house at TV3. Three idents were introduced 
‘Mistletoe’, ‘Snowballs’ and 'Lights' The new idents were first show on Saturday 19 
December.“ 


TV3 announced a student competition to re-brand the 3e logo, the new idents were 
expected to launch during /'m a Celebrity...Get Me Out of Here! in November 2014. 
B2 The changes did not take place and the original set of 3e idents remain as of 
September 2015. 


On 9 January 2017 3e refreshed the channels identity and logo making it a "fun" 
entertainment channel. Dublin based design company Emberlight developed 3e's new 
look. 


On-air identity;edit] 


Channel 6 logo (2006-2009) 


3e logo (2009-2017) 


3o 


3e logo (2017-2018) 


UW 


Virgin Media Two logo (2018-present) 


See alsOfledit] 


e TV3 
e 3kids 
e Media of the Republic of Ireland 


e List of Irish television channels 
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This article is about the television channel formerly known as "be3". For the television 
channel renamed from "TV3", see Virgin Media One. 


"UTV Ireland" redirects here. For the ITV broadcaster in the Northern Ireland, see UTV 
(TV channel). 


Virgin Media Three 


THEE 


Launched 1 January 2015; 4 years ago 
Network Virgin Media Television 
Owned by Virgin Media Ireland 
Picture format 1080i HD 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 2.5% (December 2017, ) 


Country Ireland 
Language English 
Formerly called UTV Ireland (2015-2017) 


be3 (2017-2018) 


Sister channel(s) X Virgin Media One 


Virgin Media Two 
Virgin Media Sport 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Saorview Channel 6 


Satellite 


Sky Channel 116 
(Ireland) 
Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 106 (SD) 
(Ireland) Channel 148 (HD) 
IPTV 
Eir TV Channel 108 (SD) 


Channel 120 (HD) 


Streaming media 


Virgin Media Watch live 
Anywhere (Ireland only) 
Virgin Media Watch live 
Player (Ireland only) 


Virgin Media Three, also called Virgin Three,“ is an Irish free-to-air television 
channel owned by Virgin Media. 


Historyledit! 


It was originally launched 1 January 2015 as UTV Ireland—a branch of Northern 
Ireland's ITV franchise UTV. Prior to launch, the channel acquired the Irish rights to key 
ITV programmes such as Coronation Street and Emmerdale. 


On 6 November 2013, UTV Ireland's then owner, UTV Media, announced its subsidiary, 
UTV Ireland Ltd, would launch a new television channel targeting audiences within the 
Republic of Ireland and obtained a licence for a 'Content Provision Contract' from 

the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland. UTV launched the channel following their 
acquisition of Republic of Ireland broadcasting rights to key programming from ITV 
Studios Global Entertainment, including Emmerdale, Coronation Street and The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. TV3 previously held the rights until December 2014.4 


The announcement of the channel was welcomed by then Minister for 
Communications, Pat Rabbitte TD! and TV3's CEO David McRedmond welcomed the 
channels launch saying it is good news for the independent sector and all money that 
was spent on ITV programming by TV3 can be reinvested elsewhere. In January 

2014 The Sunday Times reported that 3 had launched a lobbying campaign against the 
establishment of UTV Ireland." 


On 27 Februaery 2014, the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland signed a contract with UTV 
for the company to provide a general entertainment channel." On 29 April 2014, Mary 
Curtis became UTV Ireland's first chief. The channel employed around 100 people, with 
30 of these jobs being based around the country.59 


On 1 December 2014, UTV Ireland was granted Public Service Status by Minister for 
Communications, Alex White, TD, allowing it to appear on Saorview.24 


UTV Ireland went on air at 7.25pm on 1 January 2015. The opening night included an 
hour-long episode of Emmerdale and a New Year special presented by Pat Kenny.“ 
431 Five days later, the channel launched its national news service, /reland Live." 


In June 2015, UTV Group reported losses of €16.2 million on the network due to poor 
daytime and weekend ratings performance, and it was reported that the network was 
planning a revamp of its branding and lineup within the coming months. Managing 
Director Michael Wilson defended UTV Ireland's performance, noting that Coronation 
Street and Emmerdale were drawing larger audiences on UTV Ireland than on previous 
broadcasters, but admitted that their staff had gone "under the bonnet" to find means 
of improving the network's overall performance.53'- 


On 19 October 2015, ITV plc announced its intent to acquire UTV Group's television 
business, including UTV Ireland, for £100 million, subject to regulatory approval.2& In 
December 2015, the deal was approved by the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland.24 The 
sale was completed on 29 February 2016, with the remainder of UTV Group operating 
as radio broadcaster Wireless Group (later sold to News UK), "281221 


On 11 July 2016, ITV plc announced that it had sold UTV Ireland to TV3 Group, a division 
of Virgin Media Ireland, for €10 million. As part of the deal, TV3 Group inherited UTV 
Ireland's ten-year programme supply contract with ITV (effectively re-uniting these 
rights with its previous owner). ITV director of operations and strategy Christy Swords 
stated that "Launching UTV Ireland last year represented a significant achievement by 
the teams in Dublin and Belfast in challenging circumstances", but that when ITV plc 
took over the network, they "concluded that bringing TV3 and UTV Ireland together 
under common ownership offers the best prospect of delivering a strong and 
sustainable Irish commercial broadcaster, underpinned by a long-term programming 
agreement with ITV".“2 Virgin Media Ireland had acquired TV3 in 2015, and had begun 
to make major investments in the broadcaster.22 


On 22 November 2016 it was announced that Coronation Street and Emmerdale would 
move back to TV3 beginning 5 December 2016.22 The next day, it was announced that 
UTV Ireland would be re-launched as be3 on 9 January 2017, as part of a wider re- 
branding of all three TV3 channels with new positioning and lineups. The re-branded 
channel would be primarily aimed towards women, and it was also announced that 
TV3's children's strand would also be moved to the channel. In the lead-up to the re- 
branding, the channel's operations were consolidated at the TV3 Group's main studio 
in Ballymount. Many of UTV Ireland's employees were laid off, but 40 new positions 
were offered within the TV3 Group.2uzz 


In June 2018, it was announced that be3 was rebranded as Virgin Media Three on 30 
August 2018, as part of a rebranding of all three TV3 channels under the Virgin Media 
brand. 


Programmingledit] 


When branded as UTV Ireland, the channel relied heavily on imported ITV programming, 
but also broadcast some Irish-produced programming. Under the be3 brand, the 
channel was targeted towards women.24241 


News and current affairs[edit] 


Ireland Live was UTV Ireland's national news and current affairs service, airing two 
programmes at 5.30pm and 10pm on weeknights, with short updates on weekday 
mornings as part of a simulcast of Good Morning Britain. However, the station did not 
broadcast any weekend news programming, apart from morning weather forecasts. 


Following the re-launch as be3, /reland Live was discontinued and replaced by the 
revamped 3News Ireland service. Mick McCaffrey, who led the /reland Live news 
operation, was retained and made head of the new division, which produces bulletins 
for all three TV3 channels.£: 


Children's[edit] 
3e's children's strand 3Kids moved to be3 upon its launch. 22241 
Entertainment[edit] 


Pat Kenny, former host of The Late Late Show, presented a chat show called Pat Kenny 
in the Round, which was axed after one series.?9 Kenny also hosted the station's launch 
night special, Out with the Old - In with the U, on New Year's Day 2015. 


In July 2015, UTV Ireland began airing a weekly entertainment news bulletin with the 
station's weather presenter, Jenny Buckley, called The Pulse. The programme was 
sponsored by Diet Coke. The feature was extended into a weekly 30-minute magazine 
show in January 2016.22 As be3, Xposé moved over to the channel on Tuesday and 
Wednesday nights. 


Lifestyle[edit] 


Two of UTV's feature local programmes in Northern Ireland were adapted for viewers in 
the Republic. The long running travelogue series Lesser Spotted Ulster, presented by 
Joe Mahon, was rebranded to Lesser Spotted Journeys to focus on locations within the 
Republic of Ireland, additionally the agricultural programme Rare Breed was also 
adjusted to accommodate its audience in the Republic. 


Imported programming[edit] 
As UTV Irelana [edit] 


UTV's decision to enter the Republic's market followed the squisition of broadcast rights 
to ITV programmes such as Coronation Street and Emmerdale from rivals TV3. UTV's 
Northern Ireland service had enjoyed a large following in the Republic up until the 2000s 
but its audience share had diminished following the arrival of Sky TV, which does not 
carry UTV. The company had profited greatly from high audience ratings in the Republic 
due to spillover and cable connections in the 1980s and 1990s. 


By and large, UTV Ireland replicated the Northern Ireland service, with some variations 
due to domestic programme rights for programmes not produced by ITV Studios (such 
as The X Factor, whose rights were held by TV3). The Graham Norton Show also aired 
on the channel on a delay from its UK broadcast on BBC One. Daytime programmes 
such as The Jeremy Kyle Show, Lorraine, This Morning and Loose Women also aired. The 
Jeremy Kyle Show has previously aired on TV3, while Loose Women also aired on TV3 
for a period during 2008. ITV's flagship breakfast show, Good Morning Britain, was 
added to the station's lineup in February 2015. With Ireland Live updates being shown 
at 6:15, 7:15 and 8:10. Good Morning Britain simulcasts on the channel ended on Friday 
6 January 2017.22 UTV Ireland also utilised ITV's back catalogue of programming, 
including drama series such as Vera, All3Media's Midsomer Murders and Foyle's War. 
When ITV announced they were buying UTV Ireland, ITV CEO Adam Crozier said he 
intended to strengthen the channel further with high-quality ITV programming at its 
core. 


As be3[edit] 


be3 airs many of ITV's drama programming and live studio shows, following a 10-year 
agreement between ITV plc and the TV3 Group. The channel also airs repeats of US 
court series Judge Judy and several ITV shows, such as Loose Women (live), Dickinson's 
Real Deal, Surprise Surprise, Who's Doing the Dishes?, The Cube and The Chase. 


Imported drama series include Wentworth and Bull. It also airs ITV dramas and 
comedies such as Benidorm, Doc Martin, Endeavour, Birds of a Feather, Midsomer 
Murders, Prime Suspect, Grantchester and Vera. 


On-air identityredit] 


Ireland 


UTV Ireland logo (1 January 2015 - 8 January 2017) 


| be3 


Be3 logo (9 January 2017 - 30 August 2018) 


TH: 


Virgin Media Three logo (30 August 2018 - present) 
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Virgin Media Sport 


SPGRT 


Launched 18 September 2018 
Network Virgin Media Television 
Owned by Virgin Media Ireland 
Country Ireland 

Language English 


Sister channel(s) Virgin Media One 
Virgin Media Two 
Virgin Media Three 
eir Sport 1 


Website www.virginmediatelevision.ie 


Availability 


Satellite 
Sky Channel 422 (HD) 
(Ireland) 
Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 116 & 400 (SD) 
(Ireland) Channel 430 (HD) 
Channel 451-456 (Extra 1-6; 
SD) 
Channels 471-476 (Extra 1-6 
HD) 
IPTV 
eir Vision Channel 422 (SD), 
(Ireland) Channel 423-424 (Extra 1-2; SD) 
Streaming media 
Virgin Media Watch live 
Anywhere (Ireland only) 


Virgin Media Sport is an Irish subscription television channel operated by Virgin Media 


Ireland and owned by Liberty Global. The channel launched on 18 September 2018. 42121 
w, 


The channel is available on the Virgin Media Ireland and eir cable providers. It is also 
available on Sky via eir. 


Historyledit! 


As part of a major rebrand and refocusing of the Virgin Media brand in the Republic of 
Ireland, the TV3 Group confirmed it planned to launch a sports channel in August 2018. 
Virgin Media Sport is the fourth channel by Virgin Media Television, Broadcasting 
Authority of Ireland approved a new Section 71 licence. 


According to the Irish Independent, the new channel will create 20 to 30 new jobs. 


The channel will be home to UEFA Champions League and UEFA Europa 

League matches from 2018-2021. Virgin Media Sport has also done a deal with CAA11, 
the representatives of UEFA in international football, which gives the broadcaster the 
rights to all competitive European international football outside of Republic of Ireland 
matches, such as UEFA Nations League plus qualifiers for the UEFA European 
Championship and FIFA World Cup. The channel will also broadcast the Six. 

Nations tournament. 


On 15 August 2019, eir Sport and Virgin Media Sport contracted a deal to show Virgin 
Media Sport on eir Vision and eir Sport 1 on Virgin Media Ireland.© 


On 12 September 2019, Virgin Media Sport HD launched on Sky on channel 422. Virgin 
Media Sport Extra 1 - 6 is available on Sky via the red button. The Virgin Media Sport 
channels on Sky are provided by eir in their eir Sport Pack. 


See alsOfedit] 


e List of television channels available in Ireland 
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Virgin Media Kids 


Network 3e (until 8 January 2017) 
Virgin Media Three (9 January 2017- 


present) 
Launched June 7, 2016 
Country of Ireland 
origin 
Owner Virgin Media Television 
Formerly 3Kids 
known as 
Format Children's television 


Virgin Media Kids is a three-hour children's strand which airs daily on Irish television 
channel Virgin Media Three, and previously on 3e.2u 


History[edit] 


3Kids began broadcasting on 3e (now Virgin Media Two) from 27 June 2016, presented 
by Claire Flynn and Ollie Kelly, both newcomers to television.™ The programming block 
airs seven days a week from 07:00 to 10:00," and features shows including Barney & 
Friends," Babar and the Adventures of Badou,"! Ghosts of Time," Jibber Jabber, 

2 Origanimals," Rainbow Ruby," Stella and Sam," Teletubbies," and The Wiggles." 


On 9 January 2017, 3Kids moved to 3e's new sister channel, Be3 (now Virgin Media 
Three), which was rebranded from UTV Ireland on that day.5ie 
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Virgin Media Player 


G Player 


Original Virgin Media Television 
author(s) 


Developer(s) Virgin Media Television 


Initial 8 October 2011; 8 years ago (as 
release 3Player) 
30 August 2018; 15 months ago (as 
Virgin Media Player) 


Operating Windows XP, Windows 


system Vista, macOS, Linux 


Available in English 


Type Live streaming 
Video on demand 


Website www.virginmediatelevision.ie/player 


Virgin Media Player (formerly 3Player) is a live streaming and on demand video 
service available in the Republic of Ireland,“ provided by Virgin Media 

Television (formerly TV3 Group), a subsidiary of Virgin Media Ireland, for programmes 
broadcast on the company's television channels (Virgin Media One, Virgin Media 

Two and Virgin Media Three). 


The service was launched on Saturday 8 October 2011.5! as 3Player replacing TV3 Catch 
Up service. On 30 August 2018, as a part of a corporate-wide rebrand of the TV3 Group 
as Virgin Media Television, the service was rebranded as Virgin Media Player. 


Contentieaiti 


Virgin Media Player is a largely a free online catch-up service which lets viewers watch a 
variety of programmes for up to 28 days after they are broadcast on Virgin Media 
Television branded channels. Most programmes are available for 28 days from the day 
they were broadcast.Z Due to programme rights restrictions however other 
programmes, mainly ITV productions are only available for 7 days. The majority of TV3 
and 3e's broadcasts are available on the service. Both channels are also available live 
as they broadcast on this service. 


As of May 2013, Virgin Media Player users are now asked to register their details. TV3 
Group is encouraging users of its 3player catch-up service to register as part of a push 
to gather more information on its online audience. The change is part of a broader 
reconfiguration of its website that sees the introduction of new hourly online news 
bulletins from today. Registered 3player users will be able to create playlists of their 
favourite shows and use their logins to pick up where they left off across all devices. 


Formatiediti 


The service utilises HTML5. This allows viewers to access the 3 player regardless of their 
operating system.“ 


Availabilityieadit] 


The service is available to those resident in the Republic of Ireland. The service is 
available on PCs and Mac format desktop and laptop devices. It is also available 
via Sony Bravia internet enabled TVs and certain Sony Blu-ray players. It became 
available on PS3 on 22 December 2011. 


3player was made available to UPC Ireland customers through their televisions from 25 
May 2012.4 


3player is available to Sky+HD Customers that are connected to On Demand with a 
broadband connection since 15 January 2014. & 


3player was released on the Xbox 360 on 2 April 20145! and Xbox One on 24 February 
201520 


On-air identity;edit] 


(October 2011 - August 2018) 


` G Player 


(August 2018 - present) 
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Virgin Media News 


media 


NEWS 


Presented by Colette Fitzpatrick 


Country of origin 


Original language( 


s) 


Production 


location(s) 


Camera setup 


Running time 


Production compa 


ny(s) 


Original network 


Picture format 


Original release 


Claire Brock 


Republic of Ireland 


English 


Production 


Dublin, Republic of Ireland 


Multi-camera 


25 minutes 


Virgin Media Television 


Release 


Virgin Media One 


Virgin Media Two 


Virgin Media Three 


4:3 September 1998 to November 
2010 
16:9 November 2010 to date. 


20 September 1998 - 


present 


External links 


Website 


Virgin Media News (formerly TV3 News and then 3News Ireland)" is the news 
division of Virgin Media Television in the Republic of Ireland, owned by Liberty Global. 
The news division produces news and current affairs programming for free-to-air 
channels Virgin Media One, Virgin Media Two and Virgin Media Three, online 
(virginmediatelevision.ie), on-demand (Virgin Media Player and on mobile. 


Its flagship programme is the daily evening news from 5.30 with Collete Fitzpatrick; 
other programmes include news bulletins on Ireland AM, News at 12 pm and 8 pm. 


Historyledit! 
Early yearS[edit] 


The service was first launched on September 20, 1998, then branded as TV3 News and 
later as 3News hosted by Grainne Seoige and Alan Cantwell. Virgin Media News 
launched its first news bulletin on September 20, 1998 under the 7V3 News @ 

6 branding airing Monday - Friday for an hour at 18:00, with half an hour bulletins on 
Saturdays and Sundays. A year later following a failed attempt to compete with RTÉ 
News: Six One this bulletin was moved to 17:30 and 19:00. Following the TV3 Group's 
acquisition of content from ITV and a schedule change the 19:00 bulletin was moved 
to News @ 6.30 eventually being dropped in April 2007. For a time, the 17:30 
programme was called First Edition. 


TV3 News Tonight, Late Edition or Nightly News was first broadcast on Monday 21 
September 1998 at 23:00. It aired at 23:00 each weeknight for 30 minutes. It was 
hosted by either of its two main anchors each taking alternative nights. In 2008, TV3 
News axed the late news in preference for 7V3 Nightly News with Vincent Browne which 
also aired for 30 minutes until 2009 when the show was rebranded as Tonight with 
Vincent Browne. TV3 Nightly News continued to air on Friday nights until 2009 when it 
was replaced with The Political Party. 


Later years[edit] 


Following with tradition of other European broadcasters, Virgin Media News began a 
news service from Monday 30 March 2015. 'TV3 News at 8' has the same format 

as The 5:30 and The 12:30. Many European broadcasters have a news programme 
among its primtetime schedule. In 2017, €3 million has been invested in news output by 
the broadcaster featuring a state of the art studio which launches on September 4, 
2017. 


Sponsorship controversy[edit] 


From September 2009 the programme was renamed Tonight with Vincent Browne, after 
a deal was signed with Bank of Scotland (Ireland) to sponsor the programme. Due to 
legislation from the Broadcasting Commission of Ireland and similar European 

Union rules preventing a news programme from being sponsored, it was no longer to be 
branded as "TV3 News" and officially considered to be an "entertainment/lifestyle" 
programme rather than news or current affairs.2 The CEO of TV3 David McRedmond is 
also a Director of Bank of Scotland (Ireland). The sponsorship was short lived. 


Programmingledit] 


Current Virgin Media News programmes[edit] 


e [reland AM bulletins hosted by Siobhan Bastible, Geraldine Lynagh or Caroline 
Twohig. (Virgin Media One) 

e Virgin Media News at 12 with Collette Fitzpatrick (Virgin Media One) 

e Virgin Media News at 5.30 with Collette Fitzpatrick, Siobhan Bastible, Geraldine 
Lynagh and Caroline Twohig (Virgin Media One) 

e = Virgin Media News at 8.00 with Caroline Twohig and Claire Brock (Virgin Media 
One) 

e The Tonight Show with Matt Cooper and Ivan Yates (Virgin Media One) 

e News on 2 at 22:00 with hosted by Claire Brock (Virgin Media Two) 

e Virgin Media News 60 Second Update (Virgin Media Three) 


Former Virgin Media News programmes[edit] 


e Pat Kenny's Big Debate 

e TV3 News at 6 

e Agenda (returned after 10 years in Autumn 2016) 
e Tonight with Vincent Browne 

e Tonight: The Peopele's Debate 

e Week in Politics 

e The Political Party 

e 20/20 (1998-2000) - an Irish edition of the popular U.S. series. 
e The Week in Review 

e Business Matters 

e Midweek 

e The Late Review (July 2015- September 2015) 

e The Thread 

e FYI 

e 3e News 

e Pat Kenny Tonight 

e 3News Update - afternoon news bulletin on 3e 

e  3News at 7 on be3 with Claire Brock 

e  3News at 10 on be3 with Claire Brock 


Additional programmingredit] 


In house news documentaries include /reland's Crime Capitals, a sensationalist show 
that observes crime in Ireland; Gift of Life, a three part special focusing on donor 
donations; Surviving the Recession, a one-off special looking at life in Ireland and the 
recession. 


CNN on Virgin Media Newsr[edit] 


CNN, the American cable news channel, often airs on TV3 News when major breaking 
news stories are taking place, particularly major events in the United States. CNN made 
its first appearance on TV3 News on 11 September 2001. CNN services have also been 
availed of during the 2008 election of Barack Obama as President of the United 

States and the 2009 Death of Michael Jackson. As part of the 2012 President of the 
United States election, Virgin Media News confirmed that both CNN US and TV3 have 


become media partners in the coverage in Ireland. CNN US reporters will regularly 
contribute to Virgin Media News programming. 


Former programmesiedit] 


Agenda was a political magazine show hosted by David McWilliams; it ran from 1998 to 
2001 on Sunday mornings and repeated in the afternoon. The series returned as part of 
TV3's Autumn 2016 schedule however it only lasted a further season. The Political 
Party was a politically themed chat show, hosted by TV3's political editor Ursula 
Halligan, which originally aired Sundays at 17:00 before being moved to Fridays at 
23:00 in late 2008. However the show was axed in March 2009 due to falling advertising 
revenues at the station. Both shows were produced independently of TV3. 


In 2009, TV3 announced a new business show that would effectively replace the original 
slot held by both Agenda and The Political Party airing every Sunday at midday. The 
programme was called Business Matters. The series was hosted by lvan Yates. 

A Business Matters began on 13 September 2009, but just lasted 19 episodes. The 
series was produced in house by TV3. In 2009, TV3 also started to broadcast the current 
affairs show Midweek, which airs weekly each Wednesday night and focuses on the 
latest political and topical issues affecting Ireland. 


Midweek was hosted by TV3 News presenter Colette Fitzpatrick. The show began on 16 
September 2009. It was a much more tabloid version of other current affairs shows on 
Irish television dealing with issues such as mail-order brides, alternative 

medicine, gangland crime, etc. Midweek aired on Wednesdays at 22:00. In July 2014 it 
was announced that Midweek would not be returning instead it is to be replaced by a 
special documentaries unit at TV3. 


From the station's launch, a 30-minute news bulletin was broadcast at weekends. 
However, in December 2008, these weekend bulletins were reduced to five minutes, 
this cut blamed on a downturn in advertising revenues. According to The Sunday 
Business Post, TV3 had to cut 15 jobs and 15 freelance jobs in the company to save 
money. 


TV3 News aired at the beginning of Midday. As of 2 June 2014 TV3 News no longer airs 
at the beginning of Midday as the show begins at 11:30. 


Friday Late with Vincent Browne appeared in 2011 and was a more relaxed version of 
the heavy political debate of Tonight with Vincent Browne. After successful ratings of 
the more easy-going Friday night election specials in the run-up to the 2011 Irish 
general election, which often featured Marie-Louise O'Donnell as guest, TV3 chose to 
continue in the same vein with a new spin-off show entitled Friday Late with Vincent 
Browne, presented from the /reland AM studio by Vincent Browne, and taking on The 
Late Late Show, presented by Ryan Tubridy on RTE One. Friday Late with Vincent 
Browne featured guests such as Ray D'Arcy, Linda Martin and Jedward in its first 
episode. Subsequent episodes featured guests such as David McSavage and Paddy 
Cole. Browne introduced entrepreneur Norah Casey as "Norah Carey". It was soon 
discontinued. 


3e News broadcast on TV3's sister channel 3e. It was aimed at the 15- to 36-year-old 
age group. It is presented by Caroline Twohig (News), Paul Walsh (Sport) and Cassie 
Stokes (Technology). Reports are sourced from the TV3 newsroom, however TV3 state 
that the news content is entirely different from that of TV3 News at 5:30. 3e 

News broadcast daily from the TV3 newsroom at 18:00 Monday to Friday. 


3e also broadcast regular one-minute news updates. The programme first started 
broadcasting shortly after TV3 renamed Channel 6 as 3e. The updates last for one 
minute, and start at 19:00 and broadcast thereafter, every hour, at 20:00, and 21:00. 
The programme gives viewers a one-minute news summary, with all of the days main 
news headlines. 


3e News was renamed FYI (For Your Information) from 10 March 2010. The show's 
presenters remain on in their current roles and the format of an interactive news aimed 
at the 15- to 35-year-old age group remains. It also featured the 'Top 5 Downloads' 
which are five internet clips at the end of every 18:00 show. 


News teamriedit] 


Some notable Virgin Media News team members include: 


e Colette Fitzpatrick - Main News Anchor for Virgin Media News At 12:30 and 5.30 
e Claire Brock - Main News Anchor for Virgin Media News at 8 
* Caroline Twohig — Relief Presenter 

e Micheal Ryan — Relief Presenter 

e Geraldine Lynagh — Relief Presenter 

e Anne O'Donnell - Relief Presenter 

e Gavan Reilly - Political Correspondent 

* Paul Colgan - Business & Economic Correspondent 

* Sarah O'Connor - Crime and Courts Correspondent 

e Sinéad Kissane - Rugby Correspondent 

* Bernard O'Toole - Sports Anchor and Correspondent 

e Paul Walsh - Sports Correspondent 

e Deric Ó hArtagáin - Weather Correspondent 


Former news presenters and reportersriedit] 


e Claire Byrne (moved to RTE One and RTE Radio 1) 

e Ray Kennedy (moved to Sky News Ireland, then to RTE News) 

e Grainne Seoighe (moved to Sky News Ireland, then to RTE News) 
e Stephen Murphy moved to RTE News 

e Vincent Browne 

* Ursula Halligan 


See alsoreait] 


e Ireland Live: News bulletins produced by UTV Ireland's news division before the 
channel became Be3. 
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External linksieaiti 
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Virgin Media Sport 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


ump to navigationJump to search 


For the television channel, see Virgin Media Sport (TV channel). 


Virgin Media Sport 


SPGRT 


Formerly TV3 Sport 

Type Sports coverage 

Genre Sport 

| Founded 1998 

Headquarters Dublin 
M 


Area served Republic of Ireland 


Parent Virgin Media Television 


Website virginmediatelevision.ie 


Virgin Media Sport (formerly TV3 Sport) is a sports production unit at Virgin Media 
Television in the Republic of Ireland which produces specialist sports content for its 
television channels Virgin Media One, Virgin Media Two, and Virgin Media Three. The 
department launched a sports channel in September 2018. 


Programmingledit] 


Regular broadcasts include coverage of the UEFA Champions League (including UEFA 
Champions League Magazine) and the UEFA Europa League. Past programming includes 
the long-running Sports Tonight. 


In addition, TV3 has had partial or complete rights to a number of tournaments, 
including the 2007 Rugby World Cup, 2015 Rugby World Cup and UEFA Euro 2016. 
Other noteworthy moments including providing Europe-wide coverage of the 2011 UEFA 
Europa League Final (as it was held in Dublin) and coverage of England's FA Cup finals 
(beginning 2015). From its infancy TV3 aired a live sporting programme called Sports 
Tonight (1998-2009) hosted by Trevor Welsh. The show would air weeknights from 
23:30, until its controversial cancellation on 23 March 2009.4 


At its launch TV3 secured rights to number of Republic of Ireland exhibition matches. It 
joined forces with Sky to provide deferred coverage of World Cup Qualifying games 
along with a programme dedicated to League of Ireland games, The Soccer Show and 
live coverage of League of Ireland games. Later those games moved to RTE after the 
government chose to put those games on a live free-to-air footing. 


TV3 currently holds the Irish broadcasting rights to 2018 for UEFA Champions League on 
Tuesday nights, while RTÉ 2 covers Wednesday nights and the final exclusively live. 

21 which includes in-vision sporting commentary and analysis by TV3 Sport presenters 
and crew. Coverage is presented by Tommy Martin alongside 2 pundits examples being 
Graeme Souness, Harry Redknapp, Brian Kerr, Neil Lennon, Martin Keown or Tony 
Cascarino. Commentary is provided by Dave McIntyre and Kevin Kilbane or Mark 
Lawrenson with Trevor Welsh also providing highlights commentary. TV3 previously 
held exclusive Irish rights from 2001-2004. It then lost these to RTE but since 2009 
have shared rights with RTÉ and will continue to have these rights until 2018. TV3 also 
held rights to the UEFA Europa League matches on Thursday nights until 2015. In 2015 
TV3 began airing the FA Cup Final live and will do so through to 2018. The coverage was 
presented by Tommy Martin alongside Paul McShane and Brian Kerr with commentary 
by Dave McIntyre and Kevin Kilbane. 


A milestone in TV3 broadcasting history came with coverage of the 2011 UEFA Europa 
League Final, held at the Aviva Stadium in Dublin. Forty cameras were used to 
broadcast to an audience in the tens of millions across the world." 


From 2008 to 2013 TV3 secured broadcasting rights for a selection of GAA All-Ireland 


Senior Football Championship and All-Ireland Senior Hurling Championship matches as 
part of Championship Live. In 2008, the station began broadcasting a selection of live 


matches, as well as a weekly preview show called Championship Throw In.“ TV3 lost 
these rights in 2014 to Sky Sports. 


TV3 first aired Rugby with coverage of the 2007 Rugby World Cup. The channel had 
coverage of 13 games with all Ireland matches, quarter-finals, semi-finals, the final and 
the opening match shown live alongside Setanta Ireland who broadcast all matches. 
TV3 coverage in 2007 was hosted by Matt Cooper!? with analysis by Paul 

Wallace, Trevor Brennan, Jim Glennon, Michael Cheika, Jim Williams and Victor Costello. 
The commentators were Conor McNamara and Phillip Matthews. 


Days after the loss of Gaelic games Championship rights in 2014, the station secured 
live free to air coverage of the 2015 Rugby World Cup.“£! TV3 broadcast all 48 matches 
in the 2015 Rugby World Cup. Coverage was presented by Matt Cooper or Tommy 
Martin alongside Keith Wood, Matt Williams, Peter Stringer, Shane Jennings, Neil Back, 
Murray Kinsella with commentary by 2 commentary teams - the first being Conor 
McNamara, Stuart Barnes and Liam Toland and the second being Dave McIntyre and 
Hugo McNeill. Other commentary was provided by the world field such as Andrew 
Cotter, Joel Stransky, Alan Quinlan, Chris Patterson.3! The coverage has been met with 
significant criticism due to the high number of ad breaks and their positioning . 
throughout the coverage. After a successful Rugby World Cup for TV3 they shocked RTE 
Sport in November 2015 by winning the rights to broadcast all matches in the 6 Nations 
from 2018-2021 with RTE continuing to cover the tournament in 2016-2017.19 


Association footballieaiti 


TV3 currently holds the Irish broadcasting rights to UEFA Champions League on Tuesday 
nights and UEFA Europa League matches on Thursday nights, while RTÉ 2 covers 
Wednesday nights and the final exclusively live.2 which includes in-vision sporting 
commentary and analysis by TV3 Sport presenters and crew. TV3 previously held 
exclusive Irish rights from 2001-2004 they then lost these to RTE but since 2009 have 
shared rights with RTÉ and will continue to have these right until 2018. 


The current presenter for TV3 Football coverage is Tommy Martin while analysis comes 
from Neil Lennon, Kevin Kilbane, Tony Cascarino, Martin Keown with Commentary by 
Trevor Welsh/Dave McIntyre and Mark Lawrenson. Mark Lawrenson is the only 
broadcaster to be a part of TV3 Champions League coverage from it started in 2001 to 
the present day. Other pundits such as Kevin Kilbane, Michael O'Neill and Brian Kerr are 
used for Europa League and when pundits are unavailable. Former 
presenters/pundits/commentators for TV3 include Kirsteen O'Sullivan, John Toshack, 
Matt Cooper, Packie Bonner, Conor McNamara, Aidan Cooney and Ronnie Whelan. 


A milestone in TV3 broadcasting history came with coverage of the 2011 UEFA Europa 
League Final, held at the Aviva Stadium in Dublin. Forty cameras were used to 
broadcast to an audience in the tens of millions across the world. 


At its launch TV3 secured rights to number of Republic of Ireland exhibition matches. It 
joined forces with Sky to provide deferred coverage of World Cup Qualifying games 
along with a programme dedicated to League Of Ireland games, The Soccer Show and 
live coverage of League of Ireland games. Later those games moved to RTE after the 
government chose to put those games on a live free-to-air footing. 


TV3 broadcast the 2015 FA Cup Final, where Aston Villa (with Shay Given in goal) made 
their TV3 debut against Arsenal (whose Champions League games had often been 
shown previously). TV3 broadcast the 2016 FA Cup Final, where Crystal 


Palace (with Damien Delaney in defence) made their TV3 debut against Manchester 
United (whose Champions League games had often been shown previously). 


TV3 also secured rights to broadcast matches during UEFA Euro 2016.04 


Rugby unionredit] 


TV3 aired coverage of the 2007 Rugby World Cup.: The channel had coverage of 13 
games with all Ireland matches, quarter-finals, semi-finals, the final and the opening 
match shown live along with Setanta Ireland who broadcast all matches. TV3 coverage 
in 2007 was hosted by Matt Cooper with analysis by Paul Wallace, Trevor Brennan, Jim 
Glennon, Michael Cheika, Jim Williams and Victor Costello. The commentators were 
Conor McNamara and Phillip Matthews. 


Days after the loss of Gaelic games Championship rights in 2014, the station secured 
live free to air coverage of the 2015 Rugby World Cup: it is expected that 20 of the top 
games will air on TV3, while the rest will air on sister channel 3e.% In February 2015 
TV3 announced its team which would front the tournament for the channel, coverage 
was hosted by Matt Cooper or Sinead Kissane with pundits including Keith Wood, Peter 
Stringer, Shane Jennings, Stuart Barnes, Neil Back, Hugo McNeill, Matt Williams, Liam 
Toland & Murray Kinsella. Commentary was provided by Conor McNamara.23 TV3 
shocked RTE Sport in November 2015 by winning the rights to broadcast all matches in 
the 6 Nations from 2018-2021 with RTE covering the tournament in 2016-2017.44 


For their first Six Nations campaign, TV3 coverage was presented by Joe Molloy, 

with Ronan O'Gara, Shane Horgan, Shane Jennings, Matt Williams, Stephen 

Ferris and Peter Stringer as pundits. The main commentator was Dave Mcintyre as well 
as Conor McNamara and John Forrest. whilst Alan Quinlan Luke Fitzgerald, Mike 
Ruddock and Shane Byrne were also co-commentators. The main reporter was Sinead 
Kissané. 


Gaelic gamesSiedit] 


From 2008 to 2013 TV3 secured broadcasting rights for a selection of GAA All-Ireland 
Senior Football Championship and All-Ireland Senior Hurling Championship matches as 
part of Championship Live. In 2008, the station began broadcasting a selection of live 
matches, as well as a weekly preview show called Championship Throw In.“ TV3 lost 
these rights in 2014 to Sky Sports.24 


Otherreaiti 


From its infancy TV3 aired a live sporting programme called Sports Tonight (1998-2009) 
hosted by Trevor Welsh. The show would air weeknights from 23:30, until its 
controversial cancellation on 23 March 2009. In 2019 Virgin Media decided to revive 
the series now airing on Monday and Friday Nights. 


In 1999, TV3 Sport also produced the short-lived sports quiz show A Game of Two 
Halves, also hosted by Trevor Welsh, which ran for 13 episodes. Another short-lived 
sports show was 2005's The Offside Show, which ran for 12 episodes.5s 


Referencestiedit] 


1. ^ Jump up to:? ? Axing of Sports Tonight exposes an absence of logic, Irish Independent, 
28 March 2009, retrieved 24 March 2011 


2. ^ Jump up to:? * "Champions League on TV3". Archived from the original on 24 March 
2011. Retrieved 24 March 2011. 

3. ^ "Europa final gives us chance to impress". Sunday Independent. 15 May 2011. 

4. ^ Jump up to:7 ? “GAA on TV3". TV3. Archived from the original on 24 March 2011. 
Retrieved 24 March 2011. 

5. ^ "Sky Sports buys exclusive rights to 14 GAA matches". The Irish Times. 

6. ^ "Matt Cooper Broadcaster, Journalist, and biographer of Tony O'Reilly". Retrieved 31 
July 2017. 

7. ^ "TV3 wins rights to Rugby World Cup 2015". The Irish Times. 

8. ^ Jump up to:? ? TV3 outbids RTE for Rugby World Cup 2015, Irish Independent, 15 April 
2014, retrieved 16 April 2014 

9. ^ "tv3 unvails Rugby World Cup Coverage". TV3.ie. TV3 Ireland. Archived from the 
original on 2 April 2015. Retrieved 23 March 2015. 

10. ^ "TV3 win 6 Nations Rights". RTÉ.ie. 11 November 2015. Retrieved 17 November 2015. 

11. ^ "Europa final gives us chance to impress". Sunday Independent. 15 May 2011. 

12. ^ "TV3 announce their panelists for Euro 2016 and the matches they're showing - JOE.ie". 

13. ^ Irish Rugby, irishrugby.ie, 30 August 2007, retrieved 24 March 2011 

14. ^ The Irish Times http://www.irishtimes.com/sport/rugby/international/tv3-wins-rights-to- 

rugby- world-cup-2015-1.1762675. Missing or empty | title= (help) 

15. ^ "tv3 unvails Rugby World Cup Coverage". TV3.ie. TV3 Ireland. Archived from the. 
original on 2 April 2015. Retrieved 23 March 2015. 

16. ^ "TV3 win 6 Nations Rights". RTÉ.ie. 11 November 2015. Retrieved 17 November 2015. 

17. ^ The Irish Times http://www.irishtimes.com/sport/gaelic-games/sky-sports-buys- 
exclusive-rights-to-14-gaa-matches-1.1746026. Missing or empty |title- (help) 

18. ^ "TV3's 'The Offside Show' - Thursday's at 10.30 pm". iftn.ie. 18 May 2005. Retrieved 24 
March 2011. 


TG4 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


ump to navigationJump to search 


This article is about the Irish language television channel. For the R&B quartet, see Tom 
Gurl Four. For the Italian television news program, see TG4 (TV program). For the UK 
television channel, see Channel 4. 


"Teilifís na Gaeilge" redirects here. For the channel's parent company, see Teilifis na 
Gaeilge (corporation). 


This article or section should specify the language of its 
» non-English content, using {{lang}}, with an 
appropriate ISO 639 code. See why. (September 2019) 


| TG4 


Launched 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience 


share 


Slogan 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast 


area 


Formerly 


called 


Website 


Saorview 


TG 


31 October 1996 


Teilifís na Gaeilge 


576i (SDTV) 16:9 
1080i (HDTV) 16:9 


2.296— 
2.5% V (31 December 2011, ™) 


Süil Eile. (another view) / (another 


perspective) 


Ireland 


Irish, English 


Ireland and Northern Ireland 


Worldwide (online with both live streaming 


and some of its programming) 


Teilifís na Gaeilge (TnaG) 
(1996-1999) 


www.tg4.ie 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 4 


Freeview (UK) Channel 51 


(Northern Ireland only) 


Satellite 


Saorsat Ka-Sat 9A (9.0°E), TP 20185 L 


Sky (Ireland) Channel 104 (HD) 
Channel 804 (SD) 


Sky (UK) Channel 163 (HD) 
Channel 837 (SD) 
(Northern Ireland only) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 104 (SD) 
(Ireland) Channel 137 (HD) 


Virgin Media Channel 877 


(UK) (Northern Ireland only) 
IPTV 
Magnet Channel 104 


Entertainment 


Smart Vision Channel 414 


Eir TV Channel 104 (SD) 
Channel 118 (HD) 


Streaming media 


TG4.ie Watch live 


Virgin TV Watch live (Ireland only) 


|Anywhere 


AerTV Watch live (Ireland only) 


TG4, Baile na hAbhann, Conamara, Co. Galway 


TG4 (Irish: TG Ceathair, pronounced [tie: je: 'cahar!] or [ti: dzi: 'cahari]) is an Irish public 
service broadcaster for Irish-language speakers. It launched on 31 October 1996. TG4 is 
available free-to-air across Ireland and available online and through its on demand 
service TG4 Player. 


TG4 was formerly known as Teilifís na Gaeilge or TnaG, before a rebranding 
campaign in 1999. TG4 was the third national station to be launched in Ireland, 
after RTE One in 1961 (as Teilifís Eireann) and RTE Two in 1978. It was followed by a 
fourth channel, TV3, in 1998. The channel has 650,000 viewers who tune into the 
channel each day to view a broad programming policy. It has been reported to have a 
share of 296 of the national television market in the Republic of Ireland and 396 of the 
national television market in Northern Ireland. The daily Irish-language programme 
schedule is its core service: seven hours of programming in Irish supported by a wide 
range of material in other languages, mostly English. 


TG4 launched its high-definition channel (TG4 HD) in 2012 on Virgin Media Ireland. 2 


Channelsieait] 


e  TG4 (launched 31 October 1996) 
e TG4 HD (launched 2 October 2012) 


TG4 HDredit] 


TG4 HD launched on 2 October 2012, exclusively on UPC Ireland. The first HD 
broadcast featured the 2012 TG4 Ladies Gaelic Football Championship final. TG4 HD, 
similar to RTÉ Two HD, broadcasts mainly sporting programming from national to 
international events, documentaries, movies and US programming in high-definition 
where available. It is anticipated that TG4 will itself start broadcasting its own 
programming produced in high-definition in the future. 


Format 


* The channel simulcasts content from TG4 SD and upscales SD content into HD. All 
other content on the channel will be made available entirely in HD. 


Historyledit! 


In 1969, Lelia Doolan, Jack Dowling and Bob Quinn published Sit down and Be Counted, 
a book describing their campaign for a separate Irish-language television service. Bob 
Quinn is a film director who produced many documentaries and fiction films through the 
Irish language on limited budgets, including the first Irish-language feature 

film Poitín starring Niall Tóibín, Cyril Cusack and Donal McCann. 


The three writers proposed small temporary buildings for Gaeltacht regional television 
services broadcasting a limited number of hours each night with programming coming 
from each of the Gaeltacht regions around the country. 


RTE and the Irish government had sought to improve the availability of Irish-language 
programming on RTE services. In 1972, RTE Raidió na Gaeltachta (RnaG) was set up to 
provide Irish-language radio services across the country. All radio and television 
services provided by RTE provided some Irish-language programming. 


In 1980, a new group called Coiste ar son Teilifís Gaeltachta (The Committee for Irish- 
Language Television) was set up. In 1987 they set up the pirate television station Telefís 
na Gaeltachta, after years of delays, including the sudden death of their technician who 
was to build the transmitter. Eighteen hours of live and pre-recorded programming was 
broadcast between 2 and 5 November 1987. The transmitter was built at a cost 

of IR£4,000 through donations from local Gaeltacht communities. In December 1988, 
further broadcasts were transmitted from three different sites, broadcasting pre- 
recorded programming." 


The movement for a national Irish-language television service continued to gain 
momentum afterwards. In 1989, Ciaran O Feinneadha, one of the members of Co/ste ar 
son Teilifís Gaeltachta, moved to Dublin and set up a similar organisation in the capital 
called Feachtas Náisiünta Teilifíse (FTN). FTN outlined their demands: 


e Atelevision station to be set up in the Gaeltacht regions serving the Gaeltacht and 
Irish speakers across the country. 

e |t should be linked to RTE, but independent from both editorial and organisational 
points of view. 

* Aspecial authority set up to run it with representatives from RTÉ, the Department of 
Communications, and Udarás na Gaeltachta.™ 


It was also suggested that the cap on advertising on RTÉ be removed and the additional 
funds be designated for the new services. Ray Burke had limited the advertising 
minutes on RTÉ a few years previously. Hence, there would be no cost to the 
Exchequer, and funding would also come from the National Lottery and the television 
Licence. 


FTN suggested two hours of programming each day, with the rest of the broadcast 
hours used for Open University type programming. 


In the early 1990s, Irish language programmes amounted to only 5% of total 
programming broadcast by RTE, and was reduced significantly during the summer 
months. Programmes included Echo Island for children, and current affairs . 
programme Cürsaf. Before the birth of TG4, RTE had suggested the use of RTE Two's 
prime-time schedule for Irish-language programming. 


The outgoing coalition parties of Fianna Fáil and the Progressive Democrats called for 
the establishment of an Irish language television station in their 1989 manifestos. 
Fianna Fáil stated that they would set up an lrish language television service in the 
Galway Gaeltacht that would service the whole country. The PDs also looked for the 
setting up of what they called "Teilifís na Gaeltachta". The Green Party's manifesto from 
1987 also called for the establishment of such a channel. 


Fianna Fáil entered into coalition with The Labour Party in 1993 and as part of their 
programme for government they included the setting up of TnaG. Taoiseach Albert 
Reynolds appointed Michael D. Higgins as Minister for Arts, Culture and the Gaeltacht 
and the responsibility for broadcasting moved to his department. This government left 
office in 1994 and was replaced by the Rainbow Coalition. The new programme for 
government also sought to launch TnaG as the 3rd channel. Michael D. Higgins 
remained as Minister for Arts, Culture and the Gaeltacht under Taoiseach John Bruton. 
TnaG launched in 1996.5 


On the air[edit] 


The total cost in establishing the transmission and links networks, and the construction 
of the station's headquarters in the Connemara Gaeltacht, was IR£16.1 million. Annual 
running costs increased from IR£10.2 million in 1996 to IR£16 million in 2001, and €30 
million in 2006. 


TnaG Logo 1996 to 1999 at launch 


In fewer than six months from the launch of Teilifis na Gaeilge, almost 65% of Ireland's 
television sets were able to receive the channel and the nightly audience had risen to 
250,000 viewers. Three months later, in May 1997, independent research revealed that 
the station was able to attract audiences of 500,000, or 68% of television sets in 
Ireland, for at least one hour's viewing per week. 


Very significant assistance in non-monetary terms comes from RTÉ which is required to 
provide over 360 hours of programming annually at no cost to TG4. It was not until 
1996 that TnaG came on air. Their aim, initially, was to show one hour of Irish-language 
programming each night, increasing to two hours by 1999. 


Initial criticisms of the planned station came from journalist Kevin Myers who derided 
TnaG as a white elephant, calling it "Telefís De Lorean', in a reference to the ill- 
fated DeLorean Motor Company. 


In 2006 the Irish postal service, An Post, celebrated ten years of the Irish-language 
station with a commemorative stamp. The station also launched a book 
entitled 7G4@10: Deich mBliana de TG4 (Ten Years of TG4).2z 


On 1 April 2007, Teilifis na Gaeilge became an independent statutory corporation. 
421 Former Gaelic Athletic Association president Peter Quinn became first chairman of 
the corporation. The other members appointed to the authority were Joe Connolly, 


Padraig MacDonnacha, Eilis Ni Chonghaile, Méabh Mhic Ghairbheith, Méadhbh Nic an 
Airchinnigh, Bríd Ní Neachtáin, Feargal Ó Sé, and Regina Culliton.23 Coinciding with 
TG4's independence from RTE, TG4 began to broadcast 24-hour news 

broadcaster France 24 instead of Euronews. RTE holds a share in Euronews, meaning 
TG4 could no longer broadcast the service. 


On 1 July 2007, TG4 was accepted as a new member of the European Broadcasting 
Union. 


In 2008, TG4 became a founding member of World Indigenous Television Broadcasters 
Network (WITBN).52 


On 12 July 2009, the Broadcasting Act 2009 was signed into law. Many of the provisions 
of the Act relating to RTE also apply to TG4, with the station being subject to regulation 
from the new Broadcasting Authority of Ireland once the relevant provisions are 
commenced. The Act also changed the English-language title of the Chief Executive of 
TG4 to "Director-General" in line with RTE, and in the Irish language from "Ceannasai" to 
"Ardstiürthóir".2s There have been three Chief Executives of TG4, Cathal 

Goan (former Director-General of RTE from 1996 to 2000):9€ and his successor Director 
General, Pól Ó Gallchóir (2000 - 2016). 


The Irish language enthusiast Seán Tadhg Ó Gairbhí wrote Súil eile (published by Cois 
Life in 2017).22 The Irish Times selected it as one of its best Irish language books of the 
year and described it as "the standard book for anyone wanting to take a súil eile at the 
history of the station for years to come". 


Operationredit] 
Main article: Teilifís na Gaeilge (corporation) 


The daily Irish-language programme schedule is its central service, broadcasting 
approximately 2.5 hours a day of new Irish-language programming, with an estimated 
2.5 hours a day of repeated Irish-language programmes. Currently, RTE supplies TG4 
with one hour a day of Irish-language programming. The remainder of the TG4 schedule 
is made up of acquisitions from other broadcasters particularly from US broadcasters. 


Operating as a publisher and broadcaster, TG4 invests up to €20m annually in original 
indigenous programming from the independent production sector in Ireland. The Irish- 
language soap opera Ros na Run is one of its most popular programmes, and it also 
commissions a relatively large number of documentaries. 


Scheduling[edit] 


During the first two years of TnaG, the service provided a "blocked" schedule. A distinct 
language schedule was created in line with their commitment to provide two hours of 
Irish-language television each day. Children's television ran from 17:00 to 18:00, while 
the prime time Irish-language block began at 20:00 and ended at 22:30 each night. In 
1998, the channel began experimenting with their prime time schedule (due to low 
audience figures and pressure from independent producers). The prime time block was 
reduced by 30 minutes, ending at 22:00, while they tested Irish-language programming 
in late night slots after English-language programming, this schedule increased the 
audience for Irish programmes that followed English programmes. A new "hammocking" 
schedule was introduced. "Hammocking" is a term used in public service broadcasting 
meaning that shows with low audience appeal are placed between programmes with 
high appeal, thus increasing audience share for weaker programming. In 1999, the 
channel was renamed as TG4. The main aim of its new schedules was to provide 


"national resonance '"Icerrication needed Please explain this term and to compete with BBC Two and Channel 
4 for Irish audiences.22 

TG4 lost its language-driven schedule and replaced it with a stronger audience-driven 
schedule, with key audiences delivered at key times. TG4 aims to be a mainstream 
channel for a niche audience. This new scheduling provided TG4 with a strong increase 
in audience share during the first six months of the newly re-branded channel, rising 
from 196 to 296 and, by 2005, TG4 had become the eighth most watched television 
channel with 2.496 audience share, just below BBC Two and Channel 4, and well ahead 


of Sky One.53 
Budget[edit] 
The Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources reduced TG4's 


grant-in-aid from the exchequer to €32.25m for 2010.22 
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in 2008 the Teilifís na Gaeilge authority received a budget of €38m for and co-funded 
productions with the BAI's sound and vision fund received €4.6m. The Department of 
Communications, Marine and Natural Resources reduced their budget from the 
exchequer to €35m for 2009.24 


In 2007, TG4 earned €3,596,000 in advertising revenue and had state funding of 
€24,914,000. The station spent €17,716,000 on programming. 


In 2006, TG4 spent €15,469,000 on commissioned programming and €7.5 million on 
acquired shows. The latter consisted mainly of children's programmes which are dubbed 
into Irish. 


The table below shows TG4's commissioned programming by genre in 2006: 


Genre Budget | Hour 


Ros na Rün ioi 36 


Documentari | €1,924,00 


es 0 ae 
Sport tae 283 
Drama PEREST 25 
Music doo. 63 
Entertainme | €1,391,00 
60 

nt 0 
Travel €267,000 4 
Studio €438,000 | 66 

€15,469,0 
Total 00 597 


RTE provide TG4 with their news service Nuacht TG4. Independent producers (with the 
backing of TG4) apply for the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland's Sound and Vision Fund. 
The /rish Language Broadcasting Fund (ILBF) also provides some funding to 
programmes made for the channel; the fund is administered by Northern Ireland 
Screen. 


Ratings[edit] 


2010 2009 | 2001 | 1996 


900,00 | 800,00 | 730,00 | 250,00 
0 0 0 0 


TG4 has had a share of the Irish television market of some 2-3%.2 TG4 provide their 
viewing figures each week on their website. Currently TG4's top ten programmes have 
ranged from 10,000 to 100,000 viewers, but their top shows have reached as high as 
250,000. Like other television services TG4 achieves their highest viewing figures with 
sporting events.21 


On Saint Patrick's Day 2009, live coverage of the All-Ireland Finals in the AIB Club 
Championships on TG4 achieved very high audience ratings for the channel. Twenty five 
percent of afternoon television viewers on St. Patrick's Day were tuned into TG4. Over 
1.1m viewers tuned on TG4 during the day, giving it an overall 8.2% national daily share 
and placing it in third place in the national daily viewing table for the first time ever. 

ra Other major ratings successes for the channel include the All Ireland Ladies Football 
Final with 21% of all viewers tuned to that broadcast. A series of Westerns has also 
proven very popular. On 25 April 2010, TG4's coverage of the Allianz Football 

League Finals in Croke Park saw them become the most watched channel, with 650,000 
viewers watching some of the games. The Division One final had an average audience 
of 220,000 viewers. 


Some of the most popular programmes included: G/or Tire (country and western reality 
competition) - 90-110,000; Rásaí na Gaillimhe (political comedy drama); Ros na 

Run (soap opera), GAA Beo (GAA sport) - 50- 

100,000; Fiorscéal, Cogar (documentary); Seacht (university drama); Nuacht 

TG4 (news); 7 Lá (weekly review); Paisean Faisean (dating programme), Feirm 

Factor (reality television); and An Jig Gig. These have had an audience reach of 3% to 
12% of the total viewing audience, or 40,000 to 100,000 viewers. 22 


Programmingledit] 


Main article: List of programmes broadcast by TG4 


TG4 has nurtured a reputation for innovative programming in film, arts, drama, 
documentaries, and sports. Much of TG4's programming is subtitled in English. The 
station has a teletext service called Téacs TG4. Programmes broadcast on Saorview (not 
Sky or internet) are at times also subtitled in Irish. 


Imported programming[edit] 
TG4 broadcasts many popular US shows ranging from dramas to comedies. 
As TnaG[edit] 


In the lead up to the transmissions of TnaG in the autumn of 1996, RTE tested 
transmissions with airings of Fawlty Towers. The TnaG service provided little in the way 
of imports except for children's programming. TnaG provided airings of QVC during 
daytime hours. TnaG aired Northern Exposure. They also dubbed into Irish a number of 
European, Welsh and Scottish programmes. 


As TG4[edit] 


TnaG re-branded in 1999 as TG4 and with this came a fresh schedule which included 
more imported programming. Highly critically acclaimed US programming such 

as Oz, Nip/Tuck and The Wire aired on the channel. During this time the extended out 
their range of adult and children's programming. Cula 4 na N-Og began airing from 
07:00 for pre-school children with programmes such as Tar ag Spraoí Sesame, Dora the 
Explorer and Wow! Wow! Wubbzy!, Cula 4 airs SpongeBob SquarePants, Ben 10, The. 
Muppet Show, and others. In 2006 a strand called Ponc began airing with teen 
programming such as Pimp My Ride, MTV Cribs, 8 Simple Rules, America's Next Top 
Model, What I Like About You and South Park. Other series aired on the channel 
include Army Wives, Cold Case,Gossip Girl, One Tree Hill, The Starter Wife, True 
Blood, Two and a Half Men, Vampire Diaries, Without a Trace, Carnivale, Curb Your 
Enthusiasm, Eve, Everwood, Invasion, Lipstick Jungle, The O.C., and Survivor. 


TG4 often premieres such shows before other European broadcasters. TG4 previously 
held a long-term agreement with HBO to air the majority of their programmes on the 
channel. With the launch of Sky Atlantic in 2011, they now hold first rights to Irish and 
UK broadcasts of HBO shows. This means TG4 now broadcasts HBO programming at a 
much later date than in the past. TG4 held first rights to The. 

Wire, Oz, Deadwood, Generation Kill, Six Feet Under, True Blood. They also held an 
agreement with AMC to air Breaking Bad until the series concluded. 


In Autumn 2013, the broadcaster started moving away from US imports instead 
focusing on successful European drama series from the Nordic countries. On 28 August 
2013, TG$ announced its new schedule for autumn/winter 2013.28 which relied on 
imports from internationally-acclaimed Nordic dramas such as Arne 

Dahl from Sweden, The Bridge co-produced in Sweden and Denmark and Danish 
drama Borgen."3 US imports include new seasons of Nashville, Breaking Bad (final 
season), True Blood and new dramas Justified and Boss.zs 


TG4 continued to air Two and a Half Men up to the departure of Charlie Sheen, 
when RTE Two began airing the series. 


News and current affairs[edit] 


All of TG4's news and current affairs programming is provided by RTE free of charge to 
the channel. In 1996 Nuacht TnaG started broadcasting from the TnaG Newsrooms in 
Baile na hAbhann. From 13 July 2009 all television broadcasts of Nuacht RTE broadcast 
from the Baile na hAbhann studios.22 The main news anchor for Nuacht RTE is Siún Nic 
Gearailt, who was the main news anchor for TG4 from 2002 to 2004, before moving to 
RTE.22 


Nuacht TnaG initially was broadcast at 22:00 each night, later moving to 20:00 and 
finally to 19:00 where it currently remains. From 1996 to 1998 Gráinne Seoige was the 
main news anchor for the channel, in 1998 she moved to TV3 to launch their main 
evening news where she remained until 2004. In 1998 Ailbhe O Monachain became 
TG4's main news anchor. With the rebranding of TnaG as TG4 the news service also 
renamed Nuacht TG4. In 2004 Eimear Ní Chonaola became TG4's main news anchor. 
Since September 2010 Nóiméad Nuachta (News Minute) has broadcast each week day 
at 13:55. 


Each Tuesday Night Páidí Ó Lionáird hosts their Current Affairs flagship show 7 Lá (7 
Days), the name derives from RTÉ's original Current Affairs programme 7 Days. Every 
Sunday night Eimear Ni Chonaola presents Timpeall na Tire, a round up of all the major 
stories of the week. 


During the summer months they provide Féilte presented by Sinéad Ni Loideáin and 
Bríd Richardson. It takes a similar format to RTE's Nationwide, reporting on Festivals 
around Ireland during the summer months. 


TG4 provides live coverage of Dail Eireann each Wednesday and Thursday morning; as 
well as live coverage of the proceedings of key Dáil Committees from time to time. 


TG4 has also provided coverage of the 1997, 2002, 2007, 2011 and 2016 general 
elections, coverage of European and local elections 2004, 2009 and 2014 and coverage 
of the annual national Budgets, and coverage of Udarás na Gaeltachta elections. 


During the night TG4 airs a simulcast of France 24 live from Paris. 
Sports[edit] 


The channel extensively covers Irish sports, such as the secondary Gaelic 

football and hurling competitions and club championships, and women's Gaelic football 
(it also broadcasts Pro14). These are events which generally do not appeal to a mass 
audience, but have a reasonably loyal following. Many of the sports that TG4 provide 
coverage to are sporting events that other Irish Broadcasters would not usually be 
interested in, they have gained a reputation for providing coverage to minority sporting 
events and repeat coverage to Rugby and Gaelic games under their programming 
strand Rugbaí Gold and GAA Gold, showing highlights of classic games from the 
archives. Seó Spóirt broadcasts a round up of the weeks sporting news with a selected 
panel, it is hosted by Dara O Cinnéide. TG4 provided coverage of Volvo Ocean 

Race when it arrived in Galway in May 2009.24 


GAA[edit] 


Since 2000 TG4 have sponsored ladies' Gaelic football's All-Ireland competition under 
the name 7G4 Ladies Football All-Ireland Championships (Craobhacha TG4 i bPeil Na 
mBan).*2 They have provided live coverage of the men's Gaelic football league and 
round-up of the men's football and hurling championships during the summer months 
with their GAA round up programme called GAA - followed by the year it is broadcast, 
for example in 2011 it was called GAA 2011. They also provide live coverage of the 
Under 21 All-Ireland competitions and club competitions. In late 2010, TG4 began to 
broadcast a new handball show, entitled The GAA Handball Show. 


Rugby[edit] 


They previously had exclusive rights to show Magner's Rugby League from 2001 to 
2004. In 2004 the Irish rights were sold to Setanta Sports, where it was broadcast 
exclusively from 2004 to 2010. In 2010 TG4 won back the rights for Pro12 rugby union 
with RTE, BBC Northern Ireland, S4C and BBC Alba. In 2011 TG4 took a major coup in 
taking away exclusive highlights of the Heineken Cup and Amlin Challenge Cup from 
RTÉ Sport. This led to TG4 having Live coverage of the new Pro14, which is what the 
Celtic League was rebranded in 2011 as well as highlights of the top matches in 
European rugby. 


On top of this they bought Irish-language rights to the 2011 Rugby World Cup whereby 
they had lucrative rights to re-run matches from the Rugby World Cup 2011 in the 
afternoon. Therefore, Setanta Ireland had all matches live, RTE had 13 live matches, 
including all-Irish matches and every match from the quarter finals onwards. TG4 re-ran 
all the big matches in the afternoon such as the Ireland v Australia match and England 
and Welsh match. 


In 2014, the Irish language channel received praise for airing the Women's Rugby World 


Cup. TG4 provided coverage to all of the Irish matches as well as the final and semi- 
final. 2a 


Football (Soccer)[edit] 


TG4 broadcasts highlights programme called O/é Olé for Spanish La Liga which it 
extended to include the Scottish Premier League in 1997. The series no longer airs on 
the channel.&3: TG4 held rights to League of Ireland with RTE and Setanta Sports. They 
have also broadcast UEFA Cup games in the past. TG4 did broadcast Friday night 
matches called Sacar Beo which showed League of Ireland matches and cup matches, 
but RTE and Setanta retain those rights now. 


In 2019, TG4 broadcasts FIFA Women's World Cup with RTE. TG4 broadcasts 29 of 52 
matches in Irish.3& 


Tennis[edit] 


TG4 broadcast exclusive Irish coverage of the Wimbledon championships tennis 
tournament. TG4's coverage of the tournament began in 2005, with their coverage 
being viewed by on average 300,000 viewers each day in 2008.24 RTE commonly 
showed Wimbledon for a number of years before dropping the tournament in 2001. 
Ireland didn't show Wimbledon for a number of years until TG4 took over the coverage 
in 2005. This proved popular as coverage has been more than it ever was on RTÉ, and 
with Connor Niland becoming the first Irish player at Wimbledon in 30 years their 
coverage continues to grow. TG4'S coverage of the Roland Garros Tennis began in 
2008, which started with just highlights of everyday and the finals live. This proved 
popular so now TG4 coverage begins with highlights until the final week of the 
tournament when live coverage begins. 


Cycling[edit] 


TG4 provide live coverage of Tour de France French cycling. TG4's live coverage of the 
Tour de France began in 2005.58 


International Rules Series[edit] 


TG4 hold the television rights to the International Rules 2010/2011 season®" and 
2013/14 season. TG4 also provide a highlights package of Australian Football 


League games. 
Snooker[edit] 


TG4 for a number of years showed the Northern Ireland Trophy Snooker event from the 
Belfast Waterfront Hall. This started in 2005 and they showed every NI Trophy 
tournament until it was scrapped in 2009. This was advertised as their season of sport 
which started in 2005 and started with Wimbledon, le Tour de France and finished with 
the NI Trophy. This was firstly a non-ranking event, then became a ranking event. TG4 
were the official broadcaster. Their coverage, Snucar Beo, featured analysis from Irish 
players such as Fergal O'Brien and Ken Doherty and Northern Ireland players such as 
Patrick Wallace who were not Irish speakers and would provide analysis in English 
before the presenter would go back to talking in Irish. This is what usually happens in 
sports coverage on TG4 where links to cameras, reports and commentary are usually in 
Irish and interviews and analysis in rugby, football and snooker are usually in English. 


Entertainment[edit] 


Since its inception TG4 has provided a huge amount of light entertainment 
programming to its Irish speaking audience, such as the chat show Ardán and the 
fashion/dating show Pa/sean Faisean. 


Cleamhnas ("Matchmaker") was TG4's first attempt at a blind date type of show. It was 
presented by Seán Bán Breathnach and later by Páidí O Lionáird. The audience would 
be introduced to the contestant looking for love and then to one of their parents 
(generally the father of a male contestant and the mother of a female contestant), then 
introduced to three suitors. The father or the mother would then ask the suitors 
questions about how they would treat their son or daughter. The presenter would then 
go into the audience to talk to the suitor's friends. It would then be up to the mother or 
father to choose which suitor would go on a blind date with their son or daughter. 


This show ran for a number of years and was eventually replaced by Paisean 

Faisean where three boys/men select clothes for a girl, who would then choose the boy, 
based on the clothes that they had picked. This show was presented in the first three 
series by Aoife Ni Thuairisg, and in the fourth series by Blathnáid Nic Dhonnacha and 
Máiread Ni Chuaig. Máiread was replaced in 2008 by Síle Seoige. 


Eochair An Ghrá ("Key to the Heart") started airing in 2008 and is similar in format to 
MTV's Room Raiders. 


The producers of Paisean Faisean, Magma Films, have since sold the rights to Zoo 
Productions who will produce the series for MTV under the title Style Date.4“4 


In 1996 TG4 aired Hollywood Anocht ("Hollywood Tonight"), a movie show presented 
by Síle Seoige. 


In 2004 TG4 launched a new strand of programming called S//e. It was presented by Síle 
Ni Bhraonáin and ran from 17:30 to 19:00 each weeknight. It was similar in format to 
RTE's Two Tube. 


On 24 September 2007, TG4 began broadcasting South Park in Irish, on Síle, with the 
more adult content removed but also made available on Saturday nights. In 2009 Síle 
was replaced by'Ponc. 


They also had a number of quiz shows, including 90 Seconds. TG4 is a great way for 
students in Leaving Certificate or GCSCs or A-Levels who is studying Irish to learn from. 
It is a great resource and is encouraged by teacher. Research is shown that those who 
watch or listen to TG4 is deemed to have a better understanding of the language. As 
well as that, having Gaeilge as a language, first or second is shown to better 
employment. 


Music[edit] 


TG4 have a long tradition of providing Irish Traditional music on the channel. Geantraíf is 
filmed around Ireland, with coverage of traditional music from many pubs around the 
country. Repeats of Irish traditional music programmes from RTÉ feature in the 
schedules such as The Pure Drop and Come West Along the Road. 


TG4 presents a number of six awards for Irish traditional music, celebrating and giving 
due recognition to the recordings, broadcasts and live performances of the recipients of 
the awards: 


1. Traditional musician of the year, Gradam Ceoil, started in 1998. 


. Young traditional musician of the Year, Ceoltóir Óg, started in 1998. 

. Singer of the Year, Amhránaí na Bliana, started in 2001. 

. Lifetime Achievement award, Gradam Saoil, started in 2001. 

. Composer of the year, Gradam an Chumadóra, started in 2001 and presented 
to 2013. In 2014 a musical collaboration award was presented instead. 

. Special contribution award, Gradam na gCeoltóirí, is presented to musicians 
and organisations that have worked tirelessly for the preservation and 
dissemination of Irish traditional music. 


Ui APUN 


(o>) 


Since the mid-2000s TG4 have provided coverage to Country and Western music. 


Popular music on the channel started out with O Bun Go Barr ("From Top to Bottom"), 
which is now known as POP 4 and is presented by Eoghan Mac Diarmada, is Ireland's 
only Top 40 countdown chart show. It also acts as a chart request show and a launch 
pad for new and upcoming Irish bands. 


Indie music is covered on Ar An /meall ("On The Edge"), a spin-off series to TG4 Arts 
strand /meall ("Edge"). 


On 23 March 2015, TG4 confirmed its participation in the Junior Eurovision Song Contest 
2015. It is set to organise a national final, produced by Adare Productions, to find its 
representative at the contest. It will mark Ireland's first participation in the contest and 
the first time since 1972 that Irish will be heard at a Eurovision event.“ 


Reality television[edit] 


SOS (the Irish for "break", and the use of a pun on "SOS") was one of TG4s early 
attempts at reality television. It followed a group of contestants in the bleakness of 
the Connemara landscape, left with nothing and to fend for themselves. It was a 
television version of Gay Byrne's radio experiment from the 1980s. 


Ni Gaelgoir Mé was TG4's version of SAC's successful show, getting celebs to learn Irish 
for a week. It was presented by Aoife Ni Thuairisg. 


In 2003 TG4 launched their search for Ireland's next top country and 

western singer. G/ór Tíre is now into its 6th successful season on the channel. Often 
landing the top spot on their top ten shows, it has a regular audience of 100,000 
viewers. 


In 2008 TG4 launched their search for the best farmer in Ireland. Feirm Factor had 12 
farmers competing with each other to see who was the best. The judging panel 
consisted of Maura Derrane (former /reland AM presenter), Alan Dukes (former Minister 
for Agriculture) and Seán O Lionaird (dairy farmer from Cork). The second series 

of Feirm Factor was broadcast from January to March 2010. Welsh television 

station SAC has started broadcasting their own version of the show in 2010, 

called Fferm Ffactor. 


Underdogs searched for the best amateur football team from groups of men and women 
with no previous experience in Minor or Senior GAA football. The judging panel 
consisted of Geraldine Feerick, Jarlath Burns and Eamon O Muircheartaigh. 


TG4 commissioned two reality talent shows for the channel from Adare 

Productions. G/as Vegas has a similar format to America's Got Talent and The All Ireland 
Talent Show. Nollig No. 1 has a similar format to You're a Star as the judges search for a 
Christmas number one single. The 2008 winner was Mary Lee, she released the single 
"You'll Never Walk Alone", with the chorus 'as Gaeilge’.“ In September 2009 another 
series from the same stable began the search for Ireland's best Irish dancing act, 


entitled An Jig Gig. The winners of this series were Irish Beats.*€ A fourth season of Glas 
Vegas began in January 2010. 


TG4 have broadcast all series of the American version of Survivor with an Irish-language 
voice over. 


In 2015, TG4 launched a new dating show called Pioc do Ride where contestants choose 
a date from three potential partners based only on their car. 


Dramar[edit] 


In the early years TG4 gained critical acclaim“! for C.U. Burn, a comedy series about 
a Donegal undertaker, and G/enn Ceo, a comedy about a small town Garda station in 
Donegal. 


Ros na Rün is TG4's long-running soap opera, which broadcast for 35 weeks of the year 
with two episodes each week. It is now in its 17th season on the channel. It airs Tuesday 
and Thursday at 20:30, with an omnibus edition at 22:30 each Sunday. 


TG4 have also supported many Irish filmmakers with their Lasair short film programme 
fund. 


In 2006 TG4 commissioned Teenage Cics, their first youth drama. Set during the 1980s 
in the Donegal Gaeltacht, it follows the exploits of young students from Belfast going to 
the Gaeltacht to learn Irish. This was followed by their successful teen drama Aifric. 


In 2007 TG4 won major critical acclaim for their political satirical comedy The Running 
Mate and for the programme Seacht which follows the lives of seven college students 
in Belfast. 


Their drama series Rásaí na Gaillimhe (part funded by the BAI's Sound and Vision Fund) 
was a major hit for the channel, becoming their second most popular show just 

after G/ór Tíre. Set during the week of the Galway Races, it is a drama-comedy 

starring Don Wycherley, Ruth Bradley, Olga Wherly, Hughie McGarvey and Owen Roe. 


TG4 broadcast their first supernatural thriller on 13 January 2010. Na Cloigne ("Heads") 
is set in contemporary Ireland and revolves around a young couple (Nuala and Séan). 
Nuala is an artist with supernatural powers connecting her to the Otherworld and is 
faced with an adulterous boyfriend. Soon two young women Séan brings home for a 
nightcap are found dead. 


TG4 continued with successful drama output with their comedy An Crisis ("The Crisis"), 
and Crisis Eile (in 2013). This series has poked fun at the Irish economic downturn and 
the effects on the promotion of the Irish language. The comedy initially centred around 
the office of the acting-chairman of ACT (An Chomhairle Teanga/The Language 
Commissioner) played by Risteárd Cooper as he fought to save the organisations from 
"An Bord Snip Nua". 

Corp & Anam is a four-part series from TG4 starring Diarmuid de Faoite and Maria Doyle 


Kennedy (7he Tudors). It was originally broadcast in early 2011.59 A second series aired 
on the channel in 2014. 


Praise for TG4 drama[edit] 
"The reality is that Irish-language television dramas, no matter how acclaimed or 
however many awards they might win, are unlikely to show up in box set form in 
any DVD mega-store. TG4's viewership ranges from between 2 and 4 per cent of 
the population, enough to cost a politician an election but far too few viewers to 
send a show into the top 10 in the television ratings. 


A shame, because there are great things happening in the area. TG4's recent 
batch of mini-series Rasaí na Gaillimhe, Paddywhackery and Na Cloigne (not to 
mention Aifric, Seacht and long-running soap Ros na Rün) have featured 
outrageous plots and wacky characters, and dare to be politically incorrect: they 
get away with it because they are in Irish." 

"the first episode of An Crisis, a new six-parter from TG4, was laugh out loud 
funny - interspersed with a couple of knowing sniggers."=2! 


Children's television[edit] 
Main article: Cüla 4 


In 1996, TnaG started its children's programming under the 
strand Cullabulla (taken from Hiberno-English). Since then they have renamed 
and extended the strand as Cüla4. 


Factual[edit] 


It also actively commissions documentaries such as the acclaimed and . 
popular Amu series of travel programmes which launched the career of Hector O 
hEochagáin, one of a number of TG4 presenters who have gone on to success at 
other channels. Others include newsreader Gráinne Seoige. As many of these 
programs are subtitled in English, they are often popular with recent immigrant 
populations, who find spoken English very fast on Irish produced television, as 
well as native Irish speakers. 


They dub a French-Canadian documentary series under the name Fíor 
Scéal. Nello was another well received travel show looking at life in middle 
America. 


They have a documentary strand called Cogar. Ealü (Escape) was a series which 
looked at prison escapes around Ireland. They repeat the RTE shows Leargas (a 
new magazine show) and Scannal (reports on scandals that hit Ireland). 


Re-dubbed programming[edit] 


In the early years of TG4 the service repeated the Welsh teenage drama 

series /abas which was re-dubbed into Irish from Welsh. They also aired the 
French cartoon Bou/li as part of their children's schedule. Jabas and Bouli had 
previously aired on RTE Television. Again the Welsh series Pris y Farchnad was 
translated into Irish under the title An Craiceann is a Luach. In general however 
TG4 perceived that live action series aimed at adults re-dubbed into Irish was 
not an attractive proposition even for fluent Irish speakers, as is the cases for 
many bilingual northern European viewers.22 


Since its launch TG4 has significantly increased the number of re-dubbed 
children's programmes from 70 hours in its first year to 200 hours. TG4 only re- 
dub cartoons while live action series remain in English, such as the Australian 
drama H20 and the American sitcom Lizzie McGuire. TG4 have re-dubbed all of 
the Harry Potter films into Irish and broadcast them each Saturday from January 
to March 2014.53 Some other live action children's movies such as Scooby- 

Doo have been re-dubbed into Irish. 


Film[edit] 


TG4 has a broad film policy which features a strong range of both independent 
and mainstream cinema. The channel places a strong emphasis on Irish films 
both in the Irish and English languages and European cinema which features 
films in French, German, Spanish, Italian, Polish, Danish and Swedish, among 
other languages. These films air under the strand Le Film. TG4 regularly 
broadcast Westerns under the strand An Western, typically every Friday night. 


Mainstream Hollywood cinema is represented by films from 20th Century 

Fox, Walt Disney Pictures and Warner Bros. among others. TG4 regularly 
broadcast such films on Tuesday Nights as part of their Scannán na 

Seachtaine ("Movie of the Week") strand. They sometimes re-dub children's films 
into Irish with English subtitles, the most notable being the Harry Potter films. 


TG4 became the first channel to broadcast in full Stanley Kubrick's classic A. 
Clockwork Orange, a season of Kubrick's films followed, including the European 
television premiere of Eyes Wide Shut. It also became one of the first channels in 
Europe to air the remastered director's cut version of The Exorcist, even before 
the UK, as they were still only airing the edited version. 


TG4 has created a TG4 Films department which invests in Irish-speaking films 
and mainstream Irish films such as the critically acclaimed Room. 


Subtitling and dubbing[edit] 
Adult and prime time programming[edit] 


TG4 do not dub live action film or television programming into Irish. Some reality 
television programming have the English voice over replaced by Irish-language 
voice over (which is also subtitled in English), however all contestants and 
presenters are not re-dubbed. In the early years of TnaG the channel broadcast 
many European programmes with Irish dubbing however this policy has since 
stopped in favour of US programming in English. Some non-English-language 
films are also subtitled on teletext page 888 in Irish. Most Irish-language 
programmes are subtitled on screen in English, however no live programming 
(such as news and sport) is subtitled into English. Many Irish-language 
programmes are also subtitled on teletext page 888 in Irish. 


Children's and young people's programming[edit] 


Cúla 4, Cúla 4 na nÓg and Ponc do not have subtitles during live introductions. 
Many of the Irish-language cartoons are subtitled on page 888 for parents. TG4 
broadcast all US teen programming in English, while Irish-language programming 
is subtitled on screen in English. TG4 have re-dubbed a number of Hollywood 
children's films into Irish. 


TG4 on demandieaiti 


As of 2011, TG4's video on demand (VOD) service is operated by TG4 Player. 

B4 Previously, the service was supplied by TG4 Beo; this service was launched in 
2003 (and more recently in 2010) ahead of most European broadcasters. TG4 
Player allows viewers globally to watch TG4 live and watch previously aired 
programming on demand. 


The current service is delivered and maintained in partnership with Brightcove. 
For certain programmes, a choice of subtitles in Irish and English is available. 
According to TG4, the catch-up service has had over 2 million downloads in a 12- 
month period. 


Awardsiediti 


TG4 have won major national and international awards for their marketing 
campaigns and their programmes: 


Campaign name Award Year 
Channel television Bronza Award EPICA 2008 and ICAD 
advert - Seisiún 2008 


TV advert - Mobs 


MCHC eS Silver Award ICAD 2008 


Station ident - Female 
Warrior at the Bronze Award ICAD 2008 
Washing Machine 


Peil na mBan - print 


ads Gold Medal Promax Europe 2008 


Sharks International 


Gold Medal - Promo Print | Awards 2008 


Sharks International 


Bronze Medal - Print Awards 2008 


Ros na Rün| Cold 


Caec RelSUIeIOH Ads Gold Medal Promax Europe 2008 


Ros na Rün| Cold 
Case - Best Film Silver Medal 
Promo 


Sharks International 
Awards 2008 


Seacht 


Ros na Rünl Without a 
Trace 


Ros na Run/Cold Case 


Ros na Run/Cold Case 


Ros na Run/Cold Case 


Ros na Run/Cold Case 


Ros na Run/Niptuck 


Paisean Faisean 


TG4/Department of An 
Gaeltacht 


Nip/Tuck & Ros na Run 


Ulster says Nil 


Greenhorne Award 


Silver Medal - Radio 


Silver Medal - Best Drama 
Promos 


Gold Medal - Best Drama 
Promos 


Silver Medal - Promos - 
Best Direction 


Gold Medal - Promos - 
Best Editing 


Silver Medal - Promos - 
Irish Broadcast 


Ad of the Month - October 
'07 


Ad of the Decade 


Ad of the Decade 


Bronze Medal 


Bronze Medal 


Radio Advertising Awards 
2008 


Sharks International 
Awards 2008 


Sharks International 
Awards 2007 


Sharks International 
Awards 2007 


Sharks International 
Awards 2007 


Sharks International 
Awards 2007 


Sharks International 
Awards 2007 


Irish Marketing Journal - 
Creative Ad of the Month 


Irish Language Awards 


Irish Language Awards 


ICAD 2007 


ICAD 2007 


Paisean Faisean 


Wimbledon 


Poem 


Paisean Faisean 


Paisean Faisean 


Paisean Faisean 


Paisean Faisean 


TG4 Outdoor Posters 


Paisean Faisean 


Dearadh/Design 


Commendation 


Commendation 


Awarded 


Gold Medal 


Bronze Medal 
Best of Category 
Gold Medal 
Bronze Award: 


Bronze Medal - Best 
Promo 


Winner: Two Golden Bell 
Awards for a TG4 promo 
and a TG4 channel "ident" 


Promax Awards 
International 2007 


Promax Awards 
International 2007 


Radio Advertising Awards 
Gold Medal - Best 
Irish/American Drama 


Sharks International 
Awards 2006 


Sharks International 
Awards 2007 


EPICA (European Awards) 
Radio Advertising Awards 
Radio Advertising Awards 


ICAD Awards 2006 


ICAD 2005 


ICAD 2004 


On-air identity and marketingiteait] 


TG4's on screen identity is very different from its counterparts', drawing upon 


the station's original slogan Súil Eile ("another view"). 


Its first idents were under their former name of TnaG. The music on TnaG's early 
ident sequences was produced by Irish composer Oisin Lunny. The opening 
sequence featured a number of Irish scenes from across the Island of Ireland, 
including Belfast and Dublin, and finished with a lighthouse, the light of which 
beamed the logo onto the screen. While the longer sequence went out at the 
beginning of each day and the end of the night, a shorter version went out 
before each programme. TnaG ran numerous marketing campaigns with this 
logo. Their main features were the difference of the Irish.One ad featured Red. 
Lemonade. The slogan used in English was "Because we're Different" followed by 
the well known Irish slogan "Suil Eile". Another marketing campaign featured the 


stars of the channel asking the question "What more do you look for from a 
station?" They would be based at various stations such as train and space 
stations. 


In 1999 with the onset of digital television, TnaG was rebranded as TG4 to 
strengthen the perception of the brand, from being niche Irish-language-only 
channel to mainstream channel with Irish-language programmes. The TG4 ident 
continued with the difference aspect of the channel, that provides an alternative 
view, the slogan Súil Eile translates literally as "another eye" but is also a pun in 
Irish meaning "a different view". The logo takes the G from the original logo, 
separates it from the T and the T loses its Celtic script look. The promotion of the 
channel from TnaG to TG4 was done with the use of a caterpillar growing into a 
butterfly. During its 1999 rebrand TG4 would now feature a DOG in the top right 
hand corner on all of TG4's programming, previously a TnaG DOG featured only 
on Oireachtas and QVC broadcasts. 


The idents from 1999 to 2004 featured various people playing or messing in the 
background of the screen before the logo appear with the words Suil Eile below 
the logo. 


In 2004, numerous new idents were developed for the station, featuring fairies, 
bridges, launderette, cars, wrestlers etc. TG4 promotions now feature the 
seasons Geimhreadh (Winter), Earrach (Spring), Samhradh (Summer) and 
Fómhar (Autumn). The opening ad break ident states Fan Linn ("stay with us") 
and the ad break ends with Seo Linn ("here we are"). In Autumn 2010 the season 
theme was dropped and replaced by a blue cube logo, the idents were updated 
with the TG4 logo animating up in a different way. 


On Saturday 1 September 2012, TG4 launched its autumn scheduled. At this 
time a new look was introduced, a new ident was introduced and all the 
miscellaneous presentation was revamped. An updated logo was launched which 
is now coloured a dark grey. The identity focuses on the theme of Irish folklore 
including the Children of Lir. For the first time since the channels launch the on- 
screen logo is found on the top left hand corner. All the new graphics are created 
for HD ahead of TG4 HD's launch on UPC on 2 October 2012.59 In-vision 
continuity followed by TG4's new generic ident. The generic ident is also used 
after weather updates when a long ident is not required as the weather 
presenter acts as a continuity announcer at the end of the forecast announcing 
the next show.22 


Northern Irelandieaiti 


TG4 was originally only available in Northern Ireland via 'overspill' of the 
terrestrial signal from the Republic of Ireland. In the 1998 Belfast 
Agreement there was provision for TG4 (then TnaG) to be made available in 
Northern Ireland, along with increased recognition of the Irish language. 
Similarly, while TG4, along with the Republic of Ireland's other terrestrial 
channels, are carried on Sky Ireland there, it was not available to Sky 
subscribers in Northern Ireland until 18 April 2005 or on Virgin Media NI until 
February 2007. 


In March 2005, TG4 began broadcasting from the Divis transmitter near Belfast, 
as a result of agreement between the Department of Foreign Affairs and 

the Northern Ireland Office. However, because of overcrowding on the frequency 
bands, only a low power signal can be transmitted and reception is still 


unavailable in many areas, even in parts of Belfast. The channel is, however, 
available on cable, digital terrestrial television (Freeview) and on to Sky satellite 
subscribers. It is hoped that the channel can eventually be made available free- 
to-air on satellite. 


On 1 February 2010, the Republic of Ireland's Minister for 

Communications Eamon Ryan signed an agreement with the UK's Ben Bradshaw. 
s3 This agreement enabled viewers within Northern Ireland to watch RTÉ. 

One, RTE Two and TG4 on a free-to-air basis as of 2012.52! 


The agreement between both jurisdictions initially also guaranteed viewers 
within the Republic would be able to view BBC One Northern Ireland and BBC 
Two Northern Ireland on the Republic's free-to-air service Saorview. A cross- 
border initiative has always been on the agenda for the Green Party in Ireland. 
However, it was later confirmed BBC Northern Ireland services will not be made 
available in the Republic and would be made available on a 'paid for' basis. As of 
2018, BBC Northern Ireland services are still unavailable on Saorview. 


Main TG4 analogue UHF transmittersrieait] 


None of these transmitters are still in operation. All terrestrial transmissions are 
now via Saorview (Ireland) or Freeview HD (Northern Ireland) 
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See alsoreait] 


e List of Irish television channels 

e RTE Raidió na Gaeltachta 

e World Indigenous Television Broadcasters Network 
e S4C 

e BBC Alba 

e Celtic Media Festival 

e List of Celtic-language media 


e Maori TV 

e Canadian Aboriginal Peoples Television Network 

e Te Reo (TV 

e NRK Sami Radio 

e SABC 

e TIIV 

* PTS 

e NITV 
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This is a list of current and historical television programmes broadcast on TG4. 
"*" means that a show on cula4 is a preschool program on cula4 na org 


Irish language programming currently broadcast 
by TGA edit] 


e News * Children / adolescents 12+ e Comedy 


o Nuachtrte o ALVINNN!!! and the o CU. 
e Sport Chipmunks Burn (2009-) 
o GAA Beo o Adventure Time (originally o Fearan Phoist 
o Greyhound View aired on RTE) o FFC (2009-) 
o Sacar Beo o Apple & Onion o Gleann Ceo 
o Underdogs o The Amazing World of o Luína Gréine 
o Wimbledon Beo Gumball o South 
e Documentary o Astroblast! * Park (2009-) 
o Beanan Ti o Backatthe Barnyard o The Waltons 
o Ceolchuairt o Balloon Barnyard * e History 
o Cogar o Breadwinners o Cartaí Poist 
o Éalú o Curious George (originally o Éire Neodrach 
o Fíorscéal (2009-) aired on RTE) o Séideán Staire 
o Méirligh o Calimero * o Siarsna 
o No Béarla o Camp Lakebottom Seascaid/í 
o Thar o Clarence o Siarsna 
Sáile (2009-) o Captain Flinn and the Pirate Seachtóidí 
o Uachtaráin Dinosaurs * * Travel 
o The Cat in the Hat Knows a o Amü le Hector 


= prama Lot About That! * 


ooo o 


The Almighty 
Johnsons 
Borgen 
Cleamhnas 
Friday Night 
Lights 
Gilmore Girls 
The Killing 
Nashville 

Ros na 

Rün (2009-) 
Seacht / 
Seven (2009-) 
The Vampire 
Diaries 


OooooOo 
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o 
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rtejr and trte (2010-) 
Dennis and Gnasher (2009 
series) 

Dora the Explorer * 

Dot. * 

Earth to Luna! 

Elias: The Little Rescue 
Boat * 

Ella Bella Bingo * 
Everybody Loves Moose 
Go, Diego, Go! * 
Fanboy & Chum Chum 
Fangbone! 


Horrid Henry (originally aired 


on RTE) 

Inis Cuil 

Inspector Gadget (2015) 
Igam Ogam * 

Jamie's Got Tentacles 
Johnny Test 

The Jungle Bunch 
Kid-E-Cats 

Littlest Pet Shop (2012) 
Masha and the Bear * 
Maya the Bee (2012) * 
Messy Goes to Okido 
Mouk * 

Nature Cat * 

Numb Chucks 

Olly the Little White Van * 
Peg + Cat* 

PJ Masks * 

Pocoyo * (Originally aired 
on RTE) 

Punky (The English version 
also airs on RTE and RTEjr) 
Q Pootle 5 * 

Ranger Rob 

Rekkit Rabbit 

Road to Avonlea 

Saol Faoi Shráid 

Scaredy Squirrel 

School of Roars * 

Sile (2009-) 

Skunk Fu 

SpongeBob SquarePants 
Team Umizoomi 

Tickety Toc * 


o Hecori Meiriceá 

o Hector san 
Afraic 

o Hector san 
Astráil 

o Neelo 

Chat 

o ZLá(2009-) 

o Ardán 

Music 

o Is Maith liom 
Pop 

o Nollaig No. 1 

o ScórEncore 


Dating 

o Eochair an 
ghrá (2009-) 

o Paisean 


Faisean (2009-) 


T.U.F.F. Puppy 

Wanda and the Alien * 
Wissper * 

Woozle and Pip * 

Wussywat the Clumsy Cat * 
Zack and Quack * 

Zak Jinks 

Zou * 
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English language programming currently 
broadcast by TGA4 edit] 


=) This film, television or video-related list is incomplete; you can help by expanding 
it with reliably sourced additions. 


8 Simple Rules (comedy) 

Army Wives (drama) 

Bonanza (comedy) 

Breaking Bad (drama) 

e Cold Case (drama) 

e Euronews (news) 

e France 24 (news) 

e George Lopez (comedy) 

Gossip Girl (drama) 

Nip/Tuck (drama) 

One Tree Hill (drama) 
Samantha Who? (comedy) 

The Starter Wife (comedy / drama) 
Survivor (reality) 

True Blood (drama) 

Two and a Half Men (comedy) 
The Vampire Diaries (drama) 
Vanished (drama) 

What I Like About You (comedy) 
Wipeout (game show) (partly Irish) 
The Wire (drama) 

Without a Trace (drama) 


Programming upcoming broadcast by TG4qteadit] 


Littlest Pet Shop (2012) (December 20, 2019) 
Apple & Onion (December 21, 2019) 
Enchantimals: Tales From Everwilde 
numberblocks 

True and the Rainbow Kingdom 

Victor and Valentino 


Ella The Elephant 

Grizzly And the Lemmings 
Danger Mouse 

Oswald 

e Rastamouse 

e Doctor Otter 

e Boj 

e Octonauts 

e Justin Time 

e Yo Yo 


Programming formerly broadcast by TGA4ledit 


e America's Next Top Model (reality) 

e Amu Amigos (travel) 

e Aifric (children's) 

e An Audience with Billy Connolly (comedy) 

e Angela Anaconda (children's) 

e Angelo Rules (children's) 

e The Animals of Farthing Wood (children's) (Original English voices can be still 
screened on RTE) 

Animated Tales of the World (children's) (also airs on RTÉ) 
Arthur (children's) (later aired on RTÉ) 

Baby Bollies (children's) (originally aired on RTÉ) 
Baby Looney Tunes (children's) 

The Batman (children's) 

Bo on the Go! (children's) 

Bouli (children's) (originally aired on RTÉ) 

Ben 10 (Original series) (children's) 

Ben 10: Alien Force (Humungousaur) (children's) 
Bert and Ernie's Great Adventures (children's) 
Blinky Bill (children's) 

The Brothers Flub (children's) (originally aired on TV3) 
Back at the Barnyard (children's) 

The Baskervilles (children's) 

The Canterbury Tales (children's) 

Carnivale (drama) 

e Charley and Mimmo (children's) 

e CinderE/lmo (children's) 

e Clifford the Big Red Dog (children's) 

e Cocco Bill (children's) 

Coconut Fred's Fruit Salad Island (children's) 
Codename: Kids Next Door (children's) 

The Cramp Twins (children's) 

Cat Tales (children's) 

Curb Your Enthusiasm (comedy) 

Cybernet (magazine) 


Dastardly and Muttley in Their Flying Machines (children's) (originally aired on RTÉ) 
Delfy and His Friends (children's) 

Dinosaur Train (children's) 

Doodlebops (children's) 

Dragon Tales (children's) 

Driver Dan's Story Train (children's) (Now on 3e) 
Doctor Who (science fiction) 

Edgar and Ellen (children's) 

Eliot Kid (children's) 

Eloise: The Animated Series (children's) 

Eve (comedy) 

Everwood (drama) 

Elmo's World (children's) 

E-Ring (drama) 

Fairy Tale Police Department (children's) 
Foster's Home for Imaginary Friends (children's) 
Four Eyes! (children's) 

Flash Gordon Conquers the Universe (science fiction) 
The Further Adventures of SuperTed (children's) 
Flipper and Lopaka (children's) 

Freaky Stories (children's) 

Fraggle Rock (children's) (originally aired on RTÉ) 
Franny's Feet (children's) 

Firehouse Tales (children's) 

Fun with Claude (children's) 

The Garfield Show (children's) 

Generation O! (children's) 

Global Grover (children's) 

Gogs (Claymation) 

The Golden Girls (comedy) 

Hareport (children's) 

Horseland (children's) 

Higglytown Heroes (children's) 

Hiudai T.N.T. (children's) 

The Hoobs (children's) 

I.N.K. Invisible Network of Kids (children's) 
Incredible Story Studios (children's) 

Inspector Gadget (1983) (original series) (children's) (originally aired on RTÉ, later 
returned to air on RTE in 2001) 

Invasion (drama) 

In a Heartbeat (children's) 

Jay Jay the Jet Plane (children's) 

Jungledyret Hugo (children's) 

Junior/]-squad (children's) 

Justice League (children's) 

Kappa Mikey (children's) 

Kong: The Animated Series (children's) 

Kangoos (children's) 


Lapitch the Little Shoemaker (children's) 

The Life and Times of Juniper Lee (children's) 

The Little Lulu Show (children's) 

Little Monsters (children's) (later aired on RTÉ) 
Lipstick Jungle (drama) 

Life with Derek (children's) 

Lizzie McGuire (children's) 

Lola & Virginia (children's) 

Looney Tunes (children's) (originally aired on RTÉ) 
Loopdidoo (children's) 

The Lucy Show (comedy) 

Machair (soap opera) 

Madison (drama) 

Magic Adventures of Mumfie (children's) (later aired on RTÉ) 
The Man from U.N.C.L.E. (drama) 

Milo (children's) 

Mimi and Mr. Bobbo (children's) 

Monster Allergy (children's) 

Monster Rancher (children's) 

Muppets Tonight (comedy) (originally aired on RTÉ) 
The Muppet Show (comedy) (originally aired on RTÉ) 
The Mr. Men Show (children's) 

My Spy Family (children's) 

Nick & Perry (children's) 

The Nightmare Room (children's) 

The O.C. (drama) 

Old Tom (children's) 

Olivia (children's) 

Oz (drama) 

Pajanimals (children's) 

Patrol 03 (children's) 

Pigs Next Door (children's) 

The Pinky and Perky Show (children's) 

Play with Me Sesame (children's) 

Poochini's Yard (children's) 

Potatoes and Dragons (children's) 

Power Rangers in Space (children's) 

Power Rangers Turbo (children's) 

Pet Alien (Dinko) (children's) 

Puppy in My Pocket: Adventures in Pocketville (children's) 
Redakai: Conquer the Kairu (children's) 

Raa Raa the Noisy Lion (children's) 

Rainbow Fish (children's) 

Robot Wars (Original series) (with commentary dubbed in Irish) 
Romuald the Reindeer (children's) (later aired on RTÉ) 
Sandra the Fairytale Detective (children's) 

Spaced Out (children's) 

Stone Protectors (children's) 


Stories from My Childhood (children's) 

Skeleton Warriors (children's) 

Starhill Ponies (children's) 

Sali Mali (children's) 

e Stories from My Childhood (children's) 

e Samurai Jack (children's) 

e Scaredy Squirrel (children's) 

e Scooby-Doo and Scrappy-Doo (children's) (originally aired on RTE) 
Shaggy & Scooby-Doo Get a Clue! (children's) 
Simba: The King Lion (children's) (later aired on RTÉ) 
Six Feet Under (drama) 

Small Stories (children's) 

Superman: The Animated Series (children's) 
SuperTed (children's) (originally aired on RTÉ) 
S.0.S. Croc (children's) 

Tractor Tom (children's) (also airs on RTE) 
Tabaluga (children's) 

Tec the Tractor (children's) 

Tom and Jerry Tales (children's) 

Tommy and Oscar (children's) 

Twipsy (children's) 

Teletubbies (Original Series) (children's) (also airs on RTE) 
Teo (children's) 

TG4 Cruinneas! (children's) 

The Three Friends and Jerry (children's) 

Time Squad (children's) 

ToddWorld (children's) 

Top Cat (children's) (also airs on RTE) 

Twipsy (children's) 

UBOS (children's) 

Undergrads (animation) 

Watership Down (children's) (also airs on RTE) 
Weird-Oh's (children's) 

Witch World (children's) 

Winx Club (children's) 

Whatever Happened to Robot Jones? (children's) 
What About Mimi (children's) 

Wonder Pets (children's) 

What's New, Scooby-Doo? (children's) (later aired on RTE) 
X-Duckx (children's) 

Xiaolin Showdown (children's) 

Zirkos Kids (children's) 


Teilifis na Gaeilge (corporation) 
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Teilifís na Gaeilge 


Type Statutory Corporation 
Industry Broadcasting 
Founded 1 April 2007 


Headquarters Baile na hAbhann, County 
Galway, Ireland 


Key people Peter Quinn, Chairman, Pól Ó 
Gallchóir, Ardstiúrthóir (Director- 
General) 

Products Television 

Revenue First accounts to be published 2008. 

Owner RTÉ 

Number of 75 - 2007 

employees 

Website www.tg4.ie 


Teilifis na Gaeilge is the corporation in charge of operating the Irish 
language television channels TG4 and Cula 4; the corporation is a public service 
broadcaster. 


The corporation was created on 1 April 2007 in order to independently manage the TG4 
television station which had up to this point been managed by Raidió Teilifís 

Eireann since 1996 when broadcasting operations commenced. In 1999, it was 
rebranded as TG4. 


The Broadcasting Act 2009 sets out the details of the law that applies to the 
corporation, including the duties and functions of the board, as well as that of the 
chairperson of the board and the director general. 


External links[edit] 


e Teilifís na Gaeilge Corparaideach (in Irish) 


e Teilifís na Gaeilge Corporate 
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Eir Sport 


sport 


Owned by Eir 


Formerly called Setanta Sports (2007-2016) 


Website www.eirsport.ie 


Eir Sport (stylised as eir Sport; formerly Setanta Sports) is a group of Irish television 
sports channels operated by Eircom Sport Limited, a subsidiary of Eir.® In December 
2015, Eir purchased original Setanta Sports operations in the Republic of Ireland, 

21 which the company rebranded as Eir Sport on 5 July 2016.4 


Historyiedit] 
Dea This article is missing information about early 
c, W75 history. Please expand the article to include this information. 
Further details may exist on the talk page. (December 2018) 


Setanta Sports logo used from 2007 to 2016. 


In the wake of the financial difficulties of Setanta GB, it was reported in June 2009 

by RTÉ News that the original Setanta Sports channel, Setanta Ireland, might be bought 
out by an existing consortium who already hold interests in Setanta Sport Holdings Ltd., 
the Irish arm of Setanta Sports. Setanta Sports Ireland and Setanta Sports North 
America were the only brands which made a profit in 2008. 


In July 2009, the ownership structure of Setanta Sports Channel Ireland 

Limited (previously Setanta Sports Ireland Ltd) changed. Setanta Sports Channel 
Ireland Limited was co-owned by Gaiety Investments (6096 share) with the remaining 
4096 share made up by Danu Partners Limited. The main shareholders in Danu are 
Michael O'Rourke, Leonard Ryan, and Mark O'Meara. Danu purchased 100% of the 
shares in Setanta Sports North America Limited which was disposed of in early 2010. 
Setanta Sports Channel Ireland Limited is licensed by the Broadcasting Authority of 
Ireland. 


The Setanta business in Ireland has managed to survive, making a strong recovery 
since the adversity in Great Britain. The company continued its resurrection by 
employing a further 50 employees in February 2010.53 Colin Morgan, formerly CEO of 
Quinn Direct Insurance, joined the Setanta Ireland business in October 2010. 


In June 2013 it was announced that Setanta Sports will carry the new BT Sport channels 
as part of its overall sports package for Irish viewers. The deal added 38 live Premier 
League games to its TV package and bring to 71 the total number of top-flight English 
matches on offer to Irish subscribers for the following three years. 


In 2015 it was announced that Eir were in the process of buying Setanta's remaining 
Irish operations (Setanta Ireland and Setanta Sports 1). The deal also includes the sale 
of the Setanta Sports Pack which includes BT Sport.Z On 5 July 2016, Setanta Sports 
was renamed Eir Sport. 


Channelsieait] 


e Eir Sport 1 (formerly Setanta Ireland) 
e Eir Sport 2 (formerly Setanta Sports 1) 
In addition to the television channels above, Eir Sport also distributes the following BT. 


Sport channels in the Republic of Ireland: BT Sport 1, BT Sport 2, BT Sport 3, BT Sport 
ESPN and BoxNation 


Sports coverageredit] 


The Eir Sport pack offers commercial venues in several countries around the world 
programming of sports such as football, Gaelic football, hurling, golf, cricket, Australian 
rules football, boxing, NHL ice hockey and rugby union and league. 


In May 2018, it was announced that Eir Sport would broadcast all 152 games in 
the Pro14 from the 2018-19 season after agreeing a three-year deal. 


Availabilityieait] 


Eir Sport services are available for free through the Eir Sport package on Eir Broadband. 
Eir Sport services are also available through Sky Ireland, Eir TV and Vodafone TV. 


The channels were previously available to the customers of what is now Virgin Media 
Ireland. In February 2010, the Setanta Ireland channel was available to entire 
subscribers of the cable TV provider as a basic channel in Ireland, around 1.3 million 
homes but actually in about 530,000.™ From August 2016, Virgin Media Ireland no 
longer has Eir Sport (and BT Sport) channels available to customers. 


High definitionreaiti 


Setanta Sports launched Ireland's first high-definition channel. The channel was 
announced in September 2010,22 and later launched as Setanta HD February 2011, 
u1 exclusively on UPC Ireland. The Dublin v Armagh Gaelic football encounter on 5 
February 2011 was Ireland's first broadcast of Gaelic Games in high definition.2z 


Referencestiedit] 
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Irish rights". Independent.ie. Independent News and Media. 


3. ^ "Eirrebrands Setanta channels as part of new offer". RTÉ News. 5 July 2016. 
4. ^ "ESPN snaps up Premier League rights". RTE News. 22 June 2009. Retrieved 23 
June2009. 


5. ^ Setanta to add 50 to workforce Irish Examiner, 24 February 2010 

6. ^ "Setanta Sports adds BT Sport Channels to line-up". IFTN.ie. 25 June 2013. 
Retrieved 25 June 2013. 

7. ^ "Eir agrees deal to purchase Setanta Sports Ireland". 7 December 2015. 


8. ^ "Eir Sport to broadcast every PRO14 game over the next three years". Irish 
Independent. 3 May 2018. Retrieved 4 May 2018. 


9. ^ Setanta set to broadcast top-class sport on new Asia station Independent.ie, 24 
February 2010 


10. ^ Setanta becomes first Irish channel to go HD Archived 15 September 2011 at 
the Wayback Machine TechTV101 Ireland, 17 September 2010 


11. ^ GAA goes HD for the very first time on Setanta Archived 5 March 2011 at the Wayback 
Machine GAA.ie, 31 January 2011 


12. ^ .Setanta to broadcast GAA matches in HD Business and Leadership, 1 February 2011 


External linksieaiti 


e Official website 
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| Eir Sport 1 
| 


sport |1 


Launched August 2004 
Owned by Eir 
Picture format 1080i HDTV 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 0.4% W (31 December 2010, 1) 
Country Ireland 
Broadcast area Ireland 


Northern Ireland 


Formerly called Setanta Sports Ireland 


Setanta Ireland 


Sister channel(s) Eir Sport 2, 
Virgin Media Sport 


Website www.eirsport.ie 
Availability 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 421 (HD) 


Ireland & Northern 


Ireland 


| Cable 


Virgin Media Ireland Channel 410 (SD) 
Channel 440 (HD) 


IPTV 


Eir Vision Channels 106 & 400 (SD) 
Channel 420 (HD) 


Eir Sport 1 (formerly Setanta Ireland) is an Irish pay television sports channel 
featuring local and international sporting events. The channel is available on some basic 
cable packages in Ireland, while it is available upon direct subscription to the Eir Sport 
package on other networks across Ireland. Its sister channel is the subscription based 
network Eir Sport 2. 


In June 2013, Setanta Sports signed a long-term agreement with BT Sport to distribute 
these channels within the Republic of Ireland. In November 2015, Irish 
telecommunications company Eir acquired Setanta Sports." On 5 July 2016, Setanta 
Ireland was renamed Eir Sport 1. 


On 15 August 2019, eir Sport and Virgin Media Sport contracted a deal to show Virgin 
Media Sport on eir Vision and eir Sport 1 on Virgin Media Ireland.“ 


Historyledit! 


e As of 5 July 2016 the Setanta Sports brand has been replaced by Eir Sport operated 
by Eir. 

e Setanta Sports was formed in 1990 to facilitate the broadcasting of Irish sporting 
events to Irish expatriates 

e Setanta Ireland launched in August 2004 initially on the UPC platform in the Republic 
of Ireland. 

e Setanta Ireland's CEO is Michael O'Rourke, who was one of the original company 
founders. He took over following the departure of Colin Morgan in late 2012. Niall 
Cogley was the CEO prior to that. 

e The company's production headquarters is in Broadcasting House, Princes Street 
South, Dubln 2, Ireland. 

e Senior positions include Brendan Higgins CFO, Brian Quinn Marketing Director, 
Trevor Twamley Advertising Sales Director, Graham Byrne Head of commercial 
premises 

e The name 'Setanta', comes from the name of the ancient Irish Warrior 'Setanta' from 
Ulster who frequently played the oldest known field sport! hurling, and who 
was later given the name 'Cüchulainn' as described in the ancient Irish texts of the 
'Annals of Ulster' 


e Setanta acquired the Premier League highlights rights for the Republic of Ireland in 
August 2013, taking over from RTE. In July 2016, it was announced that they had 
lost these rights to Sky Sports Ireland with effect from the 2016/17 Premier League 


season. 
IRELAND 


Setanta Ireland logo used until 2016. 


Programming[yedit] 


In Ireland, Eir Sport 1 broadcasts League of Ireland, Setanta Sports Cup, Premier 
League (ROI only), Allianz Leagues GAA, F1, The Masters, The Open Championship, 
Europa League, Champions League, Roland Garros, Live Horseracing and Golf Channel 
programming. 


For a brief period from June 2011, Setanta Ireland experimented with music 
programming and Irish films as part of its line-up.“ 


In 2012 Setanta had the Irish rights to cover all of Liverpool's home games live in 
the 2012-13 UEFA Europa League group stage. 


In August 2013, Setanta Ireland started showing Premier League Highlights for the first 
time. The new show Premier League Central took over from RTE who had previously 
held the rights. The show goes out on Saturday and Sunday nights and is hosted by 
Connor Morris. 


In June 2013, Setanta Ireland added the newly formed UK sports broadcaster BT Sport 
to its platform for Republic of Ireland sports fans. This resulted in the Setanta Sports 
pack in the ROI containing six channels; Setanta Ireland, Setanta 1, BT Sport 1, BT Sport 
2, BT Sport Europe & ESPN. All programming available on the Eir Sport pack can found 
below. 


Football 


e B X Republic of Ireland women's national football team 

e B X Republic of Ireland national under-21 football team 

e EH League of Ireland 

e B I~- Setanta Sports Cup 

e EH League of Ireland Cup 

. BH Magazine shows including Champions League Magazine, Serie A highlights, 
Ligue 1 Highlights and Goalissimo 

¢ [il Pre-Season friendlies featuring Premier League Teams 

e =} Classic Premier League 


e Copa América 
Golf 


e Masters Tournament 

e Open Championship 

e Royal Trophy live from Asia - 3 days in December 

e Golf Channel Content including the Feherty show, Big Break Ireland and Being John 
Daly 


e Golf Central from Golf Channel 
Rugby 


e Irish Schools Rugby 

e Six Nations - highlights 

e National Rugby League 

e |n Touch - weekly rugby highlights 
North American sports 


e NFL 
e NBA 
e NHL 


e NCCA football & basketball 

e NHL Tonight - Magazine show 
e NASCAR 

Horseracing 


* Over 50 days of live racing from various UK meetings 
e Mark your card - weekly horse racing show 
Tennis 


e Roland Garros 
e Wimbledon 
Other 


e World Rally Championship - Rally Preview and Highlights 
e Sundry MMA events including cage contender 

e Boxing Magazine shows 

e Sundry Athletic Shows including the Great North Run 

e Irish Sports Documentaries commissioned for Setanta 

e European Games 

GAA 


e B X Allianz Leagues 
e B | GAA Championship - deferred coverage 


Ownershipieait] 
see Eir Sport. 


Eir Sport HDreait] 


Eir Sport HD is a high definition simulcast of Eir Sport 1. The channel was the first ever 
Irish owned HD channel in the Republic of Ireland. It launched on 23 November 2010 
then known as Setanta HD. 


The former company Setanta had previously hoped to have a high-definition channel 
launched by August 2008, in time for the 2008-09 Premier League season.” 


Former logo Setanta HD Logo 2010-2016 


Availabilityieait] 


As of 5 July 2016 in the Republic of Ireland, the Eir Sport Package is available for free to 
any Eir broadband customer. This includes the BT Sport package. Additionally, since 1 
August 2016, the Eir Sport Package is available on Eir TV, Sky Ireland and Vodafone TV. 
i13 Eir Sport offers commercial venues in Ireland programming of sports such 

as football (soccer), Gaelic football, hurling, golf, cricket, rugby union and rugby 

league and boxing. 


BT Sport deal[edit] 


On 24 June 2013, Eir Sport (previously Setanta Sports) announced that it has struck a 3- 
year deal with BT Sport to carry the BT Sport 1, BT Sport 2 and ESPN channels as part of 
the Setanta pack in the Republic of Ireland. The HD feeds of these channels are also 
available at no extra cost. In September 2015, BT Sport Europe was added to the pack. 
BT Sport Europe was introduced to broadcast the BT Sport's live UEFA Champions 
League and UEFA Europa League matches. 


See alsOledit] 


e Eir Sport 
e Eir Sport 2 
Referencestiediti 
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share-sports-packages-1.3987033 

4. ^ "Setanta Sports gives Irish films a try-out". The Irish Times. 1 July 2011. 
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6. ^ "Setanta scores a first in high-definition revolution". Irish Independent. 16 September 
2010. 

7. ^ Welsh, James (6 December 2007). "Setanta, Sky spar over high def channel". Digital 
Spy. Retrieved 25 March 2010. 
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External linksieait] 


e Official website 


Eir Sport 2 
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eir Sport 2 


Launched 2004 (as Setanta Sports 1) 


Owned by Eir 


Picture format 1080i HD 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Country Ireland 


Broadcast area Ireland 


Northern Ireland 


Formerly Setanta Sports 1 (2004-2016) 
called 
Sister Eir Sport 1, 
channel(s) Virgin Media Sport 
Website www.eirsport.ie 
Availability 
IPTV 
Eir Vision Channel 406 


Channel 421 (HD) 


eir Sport 2 (formerly Setanta Sports 1) is an Irish pay television channel owned by 
Setanta Sports Channel Ireland. 


The channel carries coverage of association football (including top-flight European 
leagues and UEFA Europa League), boxing, golf, motorsport, and coverage of the SSE 
Airtricity League. 


On 16 December 2013 Setanta Sports launched a high-definition of Setanta Sports 1. 
Setanta Sports 1 HD was first exclusively available through Virgin Media Ireland, but 
later launched on Sky on 20 July 2015, along with Premier Sports HD.2 


On 15 August 2019, eir Sport and Virgin Media Sport contracted a deal to show Virgin 
Media Sport on eir Vision and eir Sport 1 on Virgin Media Ireland.“ 


Broadcast rightsreait] 


Most of these air on both Setanta Ireland and Setanta Sports 1 and are shared between 
the two channels. In some instances (largely football coverage) Setanta only 

possess Republic of Ireland rights, during such programming the channel is unavailable 
in Northern Ireland. Conversely, live coverage of GAA Championship matches is 
available only in Northern Ireland and not the Republic. 


Club football[edit] 


UEFA Champions League 

UEFA Europa League 

FA Cup (Republic of Ireland only) 
League of Ireland 

Setanta Sports Cup 


International football[edit] 


e Copa América 
* Friendly matches, typically on a once-off basis 


Gaelic Athletic Association[edit] 


e GAA Football National League 

e GAA Hurling National League 

e All-Ireland Senior Hurling Championship (Live coverage in Northern Ireland, Deferred 
(not same day) in the Republic of Ireland) 

e All-Ireland Senior Football Championship (Live coverage in Northern Ireland, 
Deferred (not same day) in the Republic of Ireland) 


Rugby Unionredit] 


IRB Rugby World Cup 

Pro14 (Deferred/highlights only from September 2010 onwards) 
Exclusive rights to the highlights of the RBS 6 Nations 

Certain international rugby union Test games on a one-off basis 
IRB Sevens 


Rugby Leagueredit] 


e Rugby League World Cup 
e National Rugby League 


Other programming[edit] 


Setanta's major in-house programme is The Sports Show (formerly The Hub) which airs 
daily. It also simulcasts the radio show Off The Ball from Newstalk. 


Setanta Sports Cupirediti 


Setanta was the sponsor of the Setanta Sports Cup, an annual soccer tournament which 
featured teams from the League of Ireland and Irish Football League. 


Availabilityiedit] 


As of July 2016 in the Republic of Ireland, the Eir Sport Package is available for free to 
any Eir broadband customer. This includes the BT Sport package. Additionally the Eir 
Sport Package is available on Eir TV, Virgin Media Ireland, Sky Ireland and Vodafone TV. 
“si Eir Sport offers commercial venues in Ireland programming of sports!<t#tezzeedea) such 
as football (soccer), Gaelic football, hurling, golf, cricket, rugby union and rugby 

league and boxin [citation needed] 


On 12 September 2019, eir Sport 2 was removed from Sky in Ireland and was replaced 
by Vir in Media S ort, [citation needed] 
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Houses of the Oireachtas Channel 


Launched November 15, 2011 one OPEN 
September 22, 2014 two OPEN! 


Owned by Oireachtas Commission 
Country Ireland 
Language Irish, English 
Website Official website 
Availability 
Terrestrial 
Saorview Channel 22 
Satellite 
Sky Ireland Channel 517 
Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 207 
Ireland 
IPTV 
eir Vision Channel 504 


Streaming media 


Oireachtas.ie Watch live and on demand 


Houses of the Oireachtas Channel (Irish: Bealach Thithe an Oireachtais) or publicly 
called Oireachtas TV is a public service broadcaster for the two houses of 
the Oireachtas (Irish parliament). 


The channel was created under the Broadcasting Act 2009 for broadcast on the 
proposed roll out of Irish Digital Terrestrial Television. The channel broadcasts in 
the Irish and English languages. 


Historyledit! 


Oireachtas TV has been available online for a number of years and both public service 
broadcasters RTE and TG4 have carried coverage of each of the Houses of the 
Oireachtas. RTE provides a late night round up of with Oireachtas Report and at 

noon Leaders Questions. TG4 broadcast live Dail proceedings with their service Dail 
Beo and have also provide extensive live coverage of Committee meetings. 


In November 2007 the then Taoiseach Bertie Ahern announced in the Dail that he 
favoured an Oireachtas channel stating that "compared with a lot of tripe that is on TV, 
the Oireachtas channel would be far better and very interesting." ? Since the statement 
the government have moved to make Oireachtas TV a reality on the digital terrestrial 
platform (Saorview) in Ireland, and have included it in the Broadcasting Act 2009. 
Chapter 6 of the Broadcasting Act 2009 clearly sets out the role of the Houses of the 
Oireachtais Channel.“ However the Oireachtas Commission have yet to decide when 
the launch will occur. 


On 15 November 2011, Oireachtas TV began broadcasting on UPC Ireland channel 801, 
initially as part of a trial initiative for a period of six months.= The trial service was 
delivered at no additional cost to the Houses of the Oireachtas or the tax-payer.!' On 18 
September 2012, Oireachtas TV moved to channel 207 following a positive public 
reaction to the service." It launched on Sky on 17 September 2014. 


Costiedit] 


The channel will cost €200,000 annually to broadcast and is financed through the tax 
payer. The channel has put aside €250,000 to provide the service on all major television 
service providers.z 


Availabilityreadit] 


The channel was first launched on a trial basis on Saorview. The pilot channel later 
launched on UPC Ireland on November 15, 2011.3 By September 2014 UPC confirmed a 
20% growth in viewership of the channel on their service. The channel later became 
available on Sky Ireland on September 17, 2014. The channel formally launched on 
September 22, 2014 and is now available on UPC Ireland, and Sky Ireland. Eircom's 
eVision started broadcasting the channel on 14 November 2014. The channel has a 
potential market of 1.1 million viewers.“ On January 12, 2016 it became available on 
Saorview. 


See alsoOledit] 


e BBC Parliament 


C-SPAN 
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